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note, for text, read ſubjecr. 

Set. XXX, title, for remaralle, read remarkable. 

note, for ii. read 11. 

note “, for /ij, read 52, 

Sea. XL. title, for Gibcon, read Gideon, 

the Supplement belongs to the next ſection, p. 242. 

note, for Pſalm lxxxvi. S. read lvii. 6. and for [xxxix, 8. 

read 26. 

for Sect. LIT. read LIII. 

line 22, for + put V- and line 32, for * put +. 

for Se. LIII. read LIV, 

line 11, for Deut. xwiii. read Deut. xvii. 14. 

running title, for Samuel, read Saul. 

line 11, after David, add “ 

Line 22, after laugh at them, add thou ſhalt have all the hea- 
then in deriſion. | 

title, for Zephites, read Ziphites—for returned, read re- 
turneth, 

line 24, after thankſgiving, put and at bottom add 
+ Pſalm liv. 

line 27, after ſpirit, put & for * 

note, for Pſalm lvi. read vii. 

for Sect. LXX. read LXXVT. 
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Tak SETTING UP OF THE TI ABERNACLE. 


3 was all the work of the tabernacle of the 

tent of the congregation finiſhed: and the chil- 
dren of Iſrael did according to all that the LoRD com- 
manded Moſes, ſo did they. 

And they brought the tabernacle unto Moſes, the 
tent and all his furniture. 

The clothes of ſervice to do ſervice in the holy place, 
and the holy garments for Aaron the prieſt, and his 


ſon's garments to miniſter in the prieſt's office. 


According to all that the Loz D commanded Moſes, 
fo the children of Iſrael made all the work. 

And Moſes did look upon all the work, and behold 
they had done it as the Lok had commanded, even 


ſo had they done it: and Moles bleſſed them. 


And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, On the 
firſt day of the firſt month ſhalt thou ſet op4 the taber- 


nacle of the tent of the congregation. 


And thou ſhalt bring Aaron and his ſons unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and waſh 


them with water. And thou ſhalt bring a bullock 


for a fin offering, and two rams, and a baſket of un- 


 leavened bread. 


And thou ſhalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, 
and anoint him, and ſanctify him; that he may mi- 
niſter unto me in the prieſt's offlce, 
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TABERNACLE. 

And thou ſhalt bring his ſons, and clothe them 
with coats. | 

And thou ſhalt anoint them as thou didſt anoint 
their father, that they may miniſter unto me in the 
prieſt's office: for their anointing ſhall ſurely be an 
everlaſting prieſthood, throughout their generation. 

And it came to pals, in the firſt month, in the ſecond 
vear, on the firſt day of the month, that Moſes reared 
up the tabernacle, | 

And he took and put the teſlimony into the ark, and 
ſet the ſtaves on the ark, and put the merey- ſeat above 
upon the ark. 


And he brouglit the ark into the tabernacle, and 


ſet up the vail of the covering, and covered the ark 
of the teſtimony, as the LoRD commanded Moſes. 

And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, 
upon the ſide of the tabernacle northward without 
the vail. 

And he ſet the bread in order upon it before the 
Lokp, as the Lokpy had commanded Moſes, 

And he put the candleſtick in the tent of the con- 
gregation, over againſt the table on the ſide of the 
tabernacle ſouthward. : 

And he lighted the lamps before the LoRp, as the 
1,oRD commanded Moles. 

And he put the golden altar in the tent of the con- 


gregation, before the vail: and he burnt ſweet incenſe 


thereon; as the Lord commanded Moſes. And he 
ſet up the hanging, at the door of the tabernacle, 


And 
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And he put the altar of burnt-offering by tlie door 


of the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and 


offered upon it the burnt-offering, and the meat-of- 


fering; as the LoRD commanded Moſes, 

And he reared up the court round about the taber- 
nacle and the altar, and ſet up the hanging of the 
court gate: ſo Moſes finiſhed the work. - 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, 
and the glory of the Lon filled the tabernacle. 

And Moſes was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, becauſe the cloud abode thereon, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, 

And the aſſembly was gathered together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the congregation, This is the 
thing which the Lok p commanded to be done. 

And Moſes brought Aaron and his ſons, and waſhed 


them with water. 


And he put upon him the coat, and girded him 
with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 


put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the 


curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith, | 2447 

And he put the breaſt- plate upon him: alſo he put 
in the breaſt- plate the Urim and Thummim. 

And he put the mitre upon his head: alſo upon the 
mitre, even upon his fore- front did he put the golden 


plate, the holy\crown; as the Lox D commanded Mo- 


les. 
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4 AARON ANOINTE D. 


And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's 
head, and anointed him to fanCtify him. 


And Moſes brought Aaron's ſons, and put coats 
upon them, and girded them with girdles, and put 
bonnets upon them; as the LoxD commanded Moſes. 

And Moſes offered for them ſin-offerings, and 
Eurnt-offerings, and the ram of conſecration, and 
the wave-offering; and he poured blood round about 
the altar. | 

And Moſes took of the anointing oil, and of the 
blood which was upon the altar, and ſprinkled it up- 
on Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his ſons, 
and upon his ſons' garments with him; and ſanctified 


Aaron, and his garments, and his ons, and his ſon's 


garments with him. 

And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron and his ſons, Ye thall 
not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
oregation, in ſeven days until the days of your conſe- 
cration be at an end: for ſeven days ſhall he conſecrate 
you, as he hath done this day, ſo the Lorp hith 


- commanded to do, to make an atonement for you. 


Therefore ſhall ye abide at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation day and night, ſeven days, 


and keep the charge of the LoRD, that ye die not, for 


ſo I am commanded. | 
So Aaron and his ſons did all things which the 
1.oRD commanded by the hand of Moſes. 
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AARON ANOINT E D. 


ANNOTATIONS AN DV REFLECTIONS. 


With what joy muſt the Iſraelites have beheld the taberna- 
cle, when every thing was placed in order, and prepared for 
their holding communion with the LORD! 

As Moſes was the mediator of the covenant, he was, in that 
character, allowed to offer the ſacrifice of atonement for him- 
ſelh and to dedicate the altar, but it is evident, that he was a 
linner, as well as the reſt of humankind, or he would not have 
ſtood in need of atonement: we may ſuppoſe, that fire from 
Heaven conſumed the victim he offered. 

The Lo xu himſelf ſanctified the Tabernacle by His glorious 
PRESENCE. 

It was neceſſary to acquaint the people, that Aaron and his 
ſons were choſen to the prieſthood by Divine command, that 
they might honour them accordingly. 

The prieſts were waſhed by Moſes, to ſignify, that none are 
clean in the ſight of the Lox»; who are not puriied by the 
mediator, RW 

The oil with which Aaron and his ſons were anointed, was 
a kind of liquid ointment, compoſed of myrrh, cinnamon, 
and other rich ſpices, mixed up with olive oil; and there was 
none to be made like it on pain of death. All the veſſels of 
the tabernacle, as well as the prieſts, were anointed with it, 
to ſignify that they were ſet apart from common uſes as inſtru- 


ments of holy worſhip. 


To intimate that the prieſts had no intrinſic holineſs, they 
were required to bring ſacrifices to the mediator that he might 
make atonement for them, and conſecrate them to the LORD. 
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TIE FIRST SERVICE IN THE TABERNACLE, I 
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ND it came to paſs on the eighth day, that 4 

Moſes called Aaron and his ſons, and the elders 

of Iſrael; and he ſaid unto Aaron, Take thee a young 

calf for a ſin- offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering, 
without blemiſh, and offer them before the LoRD. 

And unto the children of Iſrael thou ſhalt ſpeak, | 
2ying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a ſin-offering; 
and a calf, and a lamb, both of the firſt year without | 
blemiſh, for a burnt-offering; alſo a bullock and a | 

ram for peace-offerings, to ſacrifice before the Lon p; 
and a meat- offering mingled with oil: for to-day the 
LoRD will appear unto you. | 

And they brought that which Moſes commanded 1 
before the tabernacle of the congregation : and all tage 
congregation drew near and ſtood before the Lorp. 
And Moſes ſaid, This is the thing which the Loxp 
commanded that ye ſhould do: and the glory, of the 
LoRp ſhall appear unto you. 

And Moſes faid unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, 
and offer thy ſin-offering, and thy burnt-offering, and 
make an atonement for thyſelf, and for the people: 
and offer the offering of the people, and make an 
atonement for them; as the LoR D commanded. 

Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and ſlew the 
calf of the ſin- offering, which was for himſelf. 
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THE PRIES T's OFFERINGS. 5 
And the ſons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: 
and he dipped his finger in the blood, and put it upon 
the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the 
bottom of the altar: but the fat, and the kidneys, 
and the caul above the liver of the ſin- offering he burnt 
upon the altar; as the LoD commanded Moſes, 

And the fleſh and the hide he burnt with fire with- 
out the camp. 

And he flew the burnt-offering; and Aaron's ſons 
preſented unto him the blood, which he ſprinkled 
round about upon the altar, 

And they preſented the burnt-offering unto him, 
with the pieces thereof, and the head; and he burnt 
them upon the altar, | 

And he did waſh the inwards and the legs, and 
burat them upon the burnt-offering on the altar, 

And he brought the people's offering, and took the 
goat, Which was the ſin- offering for the people, and 
flew it, and offered it for fin, as the firſt, 

And he brought the burnt- offering, and offered it 
according to the ſame manner. 

And he brought the meat-oftering, and took an 
handful thereof, and burnt it upon the altar, beſide 


the burnt-facrifice of the morning. 


He flew alſo the bullock and the ram for a ſacrifice of 


peace-offerings, which was for the people: and 
Aaron's fons preſented unto him the blood, which he 


ſprinkled upon the altar round about; and the fat of 


the bullock, and cf the ram, the rump, . and that 


which covereth che inwards, and the kidneys, and the 
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8 FIRE FROM THE LORD. 


caul above the liver: and the breaſts and the right 
ſhoulder Aaron waved for a wave-offering before the 
Loxp; as Moſes commanded. 

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, 
and bleſſed them; ; andcame down from offering of the 
ſin-offering, and the burnt-offering, and peace-offer- 
ings. 

And Moſes and Aaron went into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and came out, and bleſſed the peo- 
ple: and the glory of the Loxp appeared unto all the 
people. 

And there came a fire out from before the Lond, 
and conſumed upon the altar the burnt-offering, and 
the fat: which when all the people ſaw, they ſhouted, 
and fell on their faces. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


The conditions of the ſacrifices under the Moſaic Diſpen- 
ſation, were, that the victims and offerings ſhould be without 
blemiſh, preſented publickly before the congregation, ſub- 
ſtituted in the ſinners room, and the iniquities of the ſinner 


laid upon them. We ſhall, in the New Teſtament, ſee what 


exact analogy theſe particulars bore to Cyr1sT; and we 
ſhall alſo find, that not only the victims, but the various 
forts of ſacrifices, bore an evident reference to Him. It was 
not the blood of bulls, or of goats, that took away ſin*; 
but theſe animals were appointed as means of procuring, 
through fazh in Gop's mercy, an intereſt in the blood of 
the GREAT REDEEMER, of whoſe human nature all the vic- 
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NECESSITY OF 'ATONEMENT. 9 


tims that were ſlain, according to the ordinances of Gon, 


from the time of Adam's fall to the crucifixion of our Sa 


viour, were repreſentatives; and as Gop had, even before 
the world was created, determined to accept of the death cf 
the Ryror gur, and knew that he would offer Hunſelf on 
the croſs for the redemption of mankind, it may properly 
be ſaid, that CRRISH was lain from the foundation of the 
avorld *, becauſe His death operated, through Divine grace, 
long before it happened; God, for the fake of the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, conſidering -that as actually done, which 
He foreknew would be done. 

Moſes, by Divine appointment, as the Mediator of the 
Temporal Covenant, purified and conſecrated the prieſts, 
and made atonement for them with the blood of heaſts, fo 
that they were fit to offer ſacrifices; and the ſacrifices they 
offered for themſelves, expreſſive of their faith, procured 
them admittance into the earthly - Tab-rnacle; but into the 
Tabernacle belonging to the Everlaſting Covenan!, not made 
with hands, which the Lord pitched, and not man, even 


Heaven itſelff, none can enter, who are not purified by the 


GREAT Hicn PRICST; nor will any blood avail, but that 
vor the REDEEMER, the true Paſchal Lamb. 

It is manifeſt, from this ſhort view of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, 
that, under the firſt Covenant, there was no remiſſion of 
lins, without ſhedding the blood of an innocent victim, by 
way of atonement for the guilt of a ſinner; and we find, 
from ſeveral texts of Scripture, that the firſt Covenant was 
deſigned as a ſhadow of the Everlaſting Covenant. We 
ſhould therefore be very careful how we reject the doctrine 
of atonement for the ſins of the world by the blood of 
CHRIST. It muſt appear evident, to unprejudiced reaſon, 
that we cannot clear curſelwes from the guilt of ſin; for 


having once ſinned, ſinners we ſhould remain for ever in 


* Rev. X11}. 3. | eb. ix. 175 12. 
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10 VARIOUS CEREMONIES. 


the fight of Go, becauſe we cannot call back our offences, 
nor do any thing to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice; all our hopes 
ot pardon mult ariſe from our reliance on. the mercy of 
Gop; and Gop has expreſsly revealed in the Scriptures, E 
that it is inconſiſtent with His juſtice to clear the guilty, 1 
without atonement“; how fooliſh, therefore, it is, to light the q 


PPP . 
l . * 
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means He has ſo graciouſly appointed for our ſalvation, and 
to render ineſtectual, through our unbelief, the blood of T 
CaRrisT, with which he hath redeemed us to Gop, and 8 
opened a way to everlaſting happineſs !—Had the Iſraclites | 1 
deſpiſed the ſacrifices which the LORD ordained, and relied 
on their own repentance only, they never could have ob- | 
tained pardon, nor been permitted to behold His glory on E 
earth; and if we, who have been initiated into the Chriſtian | 
Covenant, deſpiſe the ſacrifice of our GREAT REDEEMER, 7 
we ſhall never behold Him in Heaven. 


* Exod. xxXive 7. 
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Beſides thoſe already mentioned, there were various other 
ceremonies and laws under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, which, 
being aboliſhed, are no farther objects of enquiry to us, than 
as they ſhew the advantages which Chriſtians enjoy under a 


religion of a more ſpiritual nature, and the agreement be- 
tween the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtaments. 
The Iſraelites were required to obſerve a variety of holy 
times, beſides the weekly Sabbath, particularly three great 
feſtivals, viz. the Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, and the Feaſt of Tabernacles. The firſt of theſe 
was joined to the Paſſover, which, as has been already re- 
lated*, was kept in remembrance of the Lord's paſling 


* See Section 64. 
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SOLEMN FESTIVALS. 15 


over the houſes of the Iſrazlites, when the firſt born of the 
Lgyptians were deſtroyed, 

The Featt of Pentecoſt, which was alſo called the Feaſt of 
Werks, was the next: at this they offered the firſt produce 
of their wheat harveſt, in acknowledgement tizat they were 
indebted to Gop's bounty tor the increaſe of their corn. 

The Feaſt of Tabernacles was the third, celebrated when 
they had gathered in their corn and fruits. The propriety 
of theſe inſtitutions is ſo evident, that there is no need of a 
comment on them. 

Beſides theſe, were the Feaſt of the New Moons, the Feaſt 
of Trumpets, and the great Day of Atonement. 


The firſt was deſigned to mark to the Ifraclites the be- 


inning of every month; and the method of keeping it was by 


blowing a filver trumpet over their ſacrifices, to announce 
the appearance of the new mon. 

The feaſt of trumpets was obſerved with/peculiar facr'- 
fices, attended with a ſolemn blowing of trumpets ; an holy 
allembly was kept, it was held at the beginping of the 
ſeventh month, this was counted the firſt month of the 
year for evi] affairs, as that in which the paſſover was 
kept was for religious matters. 

The great diy of atonement. was the tenth day of the 
ſeveath month; it was appointed as a day of gensral faſting 
and humiliation, repentance and atonement for all the peo— 
ple. On this day the high prieſt, dreſſed in his richeſt 
garments, attended at the door of the tabernacie, and after 
having made an atonement tor himſelf and his houſe, he took 
from the congregation two kids of the goats, and a. ram 
for a burnt-oſtering. When he had preſented the former at 
the door of che tabernacle, he caſt lots upon them, one for 
the LoxD and the other for the people; that goat which fell 


to the Lony's lot was killed and offered as a fin offering, 


Kut that for the people was preſerved alive. The high prieſt 
| B 6 | then 
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12 THREE GREAT FESTIVALS. 


then took a cenſer full of fire from the colden altar, and 
placed it as a ſymbol of the people's prayers on the mercy 
ſeat, and having ſprinkled the mercy-ſeat with the blood or 
the bullock, which had been lain as a fin offering for him- 
ſelf and his houſe, he went out to kill the goat that was de- 
voted to die, and performed the ſame ceremony with ſome of 
its blood. After this the live goat was brought forth, and 
the High Prieſt laid his hands on its head, at the ſame time 
making a general confeſſion over it of the people's ſins ; as 
ſoon as this was done the goat was ſent away to a land unin- 
habited, and let looſe in a wilderneſs. This was called the 
Scape Goat, and he was a lively ſymbol of the Saviour of 
the world, bearing the ſin of all mankind. On this day of the 
year alone the HIGH PriesT entered the Holy of Holies, as 
a type of the GREAT Hicn PRIEST, who, after having 
paſſed the veil of fleſh, entered into the Heaven of. Heavens 
and preſented his own blood, which had been ſhed as an atone- 
ment for the ſins of the whole world *. 

On the three great feſtivals all the males were to appear be- 
. fore the LoRD, that is to ſay, aſſemble together in that 
place where the ark and the tabernacle were fixed. The 
Iſraelites reckoned their ſabbaths, feaſts, &c. from ſun- 
let one evening, till the ſame time the next. When they 
appeared before Gop at the great feſtivals, they were re- 
quired to bring the tithe, or tenth part, of their corn, wine, 
and oil, and the firſt born of their cattle ; but they themſelves 
were to partake in eating it, though the greateſt part was to be 
given to the Prieſts ani Levites. The firſt born of their ſons 
were preſented to the Lord a few days after their birth; but 
they were allowed to redeem them, by paying a ſmall ſum of 
money; ſuch beaſts as were not fit to eat, but uſeful for la- 
bour, were alſo redeemed, by offering ſome other animal in 
their ſtead; —a lamb for an aſs, for inſtance. 
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POLITICAL AND JUDICIAL LAW. 13 


Theſe ceremonies, and others, which it is needleſs to enu- 
merate, ſerved not only as ſhadows or types, of the benefits of 
the Chriſtian Covenant, but were uſeful in diſtinguiſhing the 
Iſraelites from all other nations, as an holy people, and the 
viſible Church of Gop; and alſo to employ them in a variety 
of outward forms of religion; they would otherwiſe have 
been tempted to follow the idolatries and ſuperſtitions of the 
ſurrounding nations. 

The generality of the Iſraelites did not underſtand the /piri- 
tual meaning of their ceremonies in their full extent; for the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation was the childiſh ſtate of the Church of. 
Go“, but they knew as much as was eſſential to their ſalva- 
tion; and it is very ſatisfactory to Chriſtians, to obſerve the 
agreement between the two covenants; becauſe the fulfilment 
of the Divine promiſes under one, is an earneſt of the fulfil- 
ment of them under the other. | 

As for the political or judicial law of the irudlites, -i it is 
ſufficient to ſay, that the Lo RD Gop condeſcended to be their 
King and Gowernor, and appointed various kinds of governors 
under Rim, as He thought fit. The tabernacle may therefore 
be conſidered, not only as the reſidence of their God, but the 
palace of their KING alſoꝶſ. The court of the tabernacle was 
the court of the Palace; the Holy of Holies was His Preſence 
chamber; the Mercy-ſeat was his Throne. The Cherubs re- 
preſented His attendants as Gop, and the prieſts were His mi- 
niſters of ſtate as King, Moſes and Aaron, as mediator and 
high prieſt, His prime- -miniſters, 

The ſhew-bread, together with ſuch a part of the ſacrifices 


as were given to the prieſts, repreſented proviſion for the, 


Lord's houſehold, &c. Whatever other governors were 
made from time to time, either captains, judges, or kings, 
they were but deputies to the LoxD GoD, who put them 
in, and diſmiſſed them, at his pleaſure, 


* Gal. iv. T, 2, 35 &c. 


Dr. Watts's View of Scripture Hiſtory, __ 
| | Among 


MM RIO DUS LAWS, 

Among their peculiar laws, they had one which ſtrictly en- 

Joined them to make no peace with the ſeven nations of Ca- 
naan; every ſoldier, who in time of war was afraid, might 
go home. 

In reſpect to their food, they were obliged to abſtain from 
many Kinds of meat, and eſpecially from blood; and they 
were obliged to waſh themſelves very frequently. 

In their dreſs, a diſtinction was made between the habits of 


the men and women, and they were required to put fringes on 
their garments, with a border of blue, that they might look 
upon it, and remember the commandments of the Lo RD. 

Every ſeventh year their land was to reſt from ſowing and 
ploughing, and Gop promiſed to give them food enough in 
the ſixth year for two years, 

Every fiftieth year, which was called the year of Jubilea, 
all houſes and lands that were ſold, were to return to their 
former poſſeſſors. 

He who ſtole a man, was to dic for it; and in all caſes of real 
injury, or miſchief, life was to pay for life, an eye for an eye, 
a tooth for a tooth, &c. And this was the penalty of a falſe 
witneſs, who intended to bring miſchief on another. 

The uſual puniſhments of criminals among the Ifraclites 
were, a fine of money or cattle to be paid, or cutting off from 
the congregation, ſcourging or beating, (not exceeding forty- 
nine ſtripes), the loſs of a limb, or the fo feiture of life, 
| Perſons were cut off from the congregation various ways. 
In caſe of preſumptuous rebellion againſt the LoRp, they 
were ſometimes devoted to ſudden death, by a ſignal judoe- 
ment from Heaven. In ſome caſes they were put to death by 
the hands cf the magiſtrate ; but in leſſer crimes, it only meant 
being excommunicated, or excluded, for a time, from the 

privileges of Gop's people. | | 

The uſual way of putting criminals to 5 Was either by 

ſtoning them, or hanging them on a tree. 


We 


NECESSITY OF MORAL VIRTUES. 15 


We now ſee the Iſraelites, after having been delivered in a 
moſt miraculous manner from Egyptian bondage, formed into 
a nation having the LoRD Gop for their Kix, and a body 
of laws of Divine inſtitution. In theſe particulars, they were 
honoured above all the people at that time upon earth.—It 
was not for any merit of their own, that Gop firſt ſeparated 
them to Himſelf, but for the ſake of the oath which He had 
ſworn unto Abraham. They were redeemed from Egyptian 
bondage by his free mercy; and after they had forfeited His 
Divine protection, they were ſaved from deſtruction, as a na- 
tion, by the ſame mercy, through the mediation of Moſes, 
at whoſe interceſſion the LORD Gop promiſed to dwell among. 
them, and conduct them to the place of reſt, which He had 
provided for them. He accordingly cauſed a palace to be 
built for the habitation of His holineſs, and appointed miniſ- 
ters, &c. He alſo appointed means whereby atonement 
might be made for fin, and acceptable ſervices performed. 
But they were not to depend entirely on ritual obſervances; 
theſe were appointed as means of grace and reconciliation; but 
it was requiſite, that they ſhould alſo practice moral virtues, 
and diſtinguiſh themſelves from the heathens, by the purity 
and holineſs of their lives and converſations,* by a ſtrict ad- 
herence to truth, honeſty, ſincerity, juſtice, &c.—They were 

to baniſh from their minds hatred and revenge, and to cheriſh 
brotherly love and charity. If Gop's kindneſs produced theſe 
effects, they were encouraged to expect farther bleſlings 
from Him; but if they were diſobedient, and abuſed His 
mercies, and exerciſed cruelties towards their fellow-crea- 
tures, they ſubjected themſelves to the ſeverities of Bis 
wrath, and could not be reſtored to His favour without re- 
pentance, atonement, and interceſſion; ſo that the Jewiſh 
conſtitution was deſigned by Gop as a ſcheme for promoting 


* Sce Leviticus ch. xix. 20, 2 5, 26. 
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16 DEATH OF NAD AB, &c. 


true religion and virtue, and as a ſladow of the Chriſtian 
religion “. 

We may ſuppoſe, that the people were very deſirous of 
performing acts of religious worſhip, as ſoon as they had a 
place appointed ; and it was a great advantage to them to 
have the mode ſettled, for it was particularly neceſſary 
that their worſhip ſhould be uniform, and that they ſhould 
agree in their ſervice, as they were to ſet an example of 
piety and holinefs to the ſurrounding nations, 

The Moſaic inſtitutions were excellently calculated to ex- 
preſs the condition of men, as creatures and ½inners, and to 
awaken the attention of idolaters, and make them deſirous 
of being received into a communion, which bore ſuch evi- 
dent marks of Divine appointment, 
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* Sc 4 Key to the Apoſtolic Writings prefixed to a Paraphraſe on 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, by John Taylor, fourth edition, 
publiſhed in 1697. 
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TRE DEATH of NADaB3 AND AEBIRV. 


| A Nadab and Abihu, the ſons of Aaron, took 
either of them his cenſer, and put fire therein, 
and put incenſe thereon, and offered ſtrange fire be- 
fore the LoxD, which he commanded them not. 
And there went out fire from the Loxp, and de- 
voured them; and they died before the Loxp. 
Then Moſes faid unto Aaron, This is it that the 
_ Lox ſpake, faying, I will be ſanciified in them that 
come nigh me, and before all the people I will be 
glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 


And 
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And Moſes called Miſhael and Elzaphan, the ſons 
of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and faid unto them, 
Come near, carry your brethren from before the 
ſanctuary out of the camp. 

So they went near, and carried them in their 
coats out of the camp: as Moſes had ſaid. 

And Moſes faid unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar 
and unto Ithamar his tons, Uncover not your heads, 
neither rend your clothes ; leſt ye die, and leſt wrath 
come upon all the people: but let your brethren the 
whole houſe of Iſrael, bewail the burning which the 
Lon hath kindled, 

And ye ſhall not go out from the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, leſt ye dic: for the 
anointing oil of the Loxp is upon you. And they 
did according to the word of Moſes. | 


And the Loxp ſpake unto Aaron ſaying, Do not 


drink wine nor ſtrong drink, thou, nor thy ſons with 
thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, let ye die; it ſhall bea ſtatute for ever through- 
out your generations : And that ye may put difference 


between holy and unholy, and between unclean and 


clean; And that ye may teach the children of Iſracl 
all the ſtatutes which the Lorp hath Ipokeh. unto 
them by the hand of Moſes. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The crime of the raſh young men, who were cut off in ſo 
awful a manner, was preſumpruous fin. They were among 


the 


18 KOLY FIE. 


the order of prieſts, who took it by turns to burn incenſe on 
the golden altar, The Loxb had ſent fire from Heaven to 
burn the firſt ſacrifices that were laid on it, this was called 
Holy Fire, and it was the buſineſs of the prieſts to keep it 
from being extinguiſhed. Nadab and Abihu, regardlets 
of the Divine command, which Moſes had declared to them, 
did not wait till it was their lot to burn incenſe, but took 
their cenſers (the utenſils made for carrying the offering to 
the altar) and performed what was inſtituted as a ſolemn act 
of praiſe, with indecorum and irreverence, deſpiſing the 
Holy Fire, they made uſe of common fire, which was a great 
affront to the Divine Majeſty, 

There is ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the ſubſequent 
command to the prieſts to abſtain from wine, that Nadab 
and Abihu were in a ſtate of intoxication, from having in- 
dulged their appetites too freely with the portion that was 
allotted to them. The prieſts, being entirely devoted to 
the ſervices of religion, were raiſed above the neceſſity of 
procuring ſubſiſtence for themſelves; and it was upon this 
account, that a certain portion of the ſacrifices waz appro- 
priated to their maintenance. 

It was neceſſary to make an example of the firſt offen- 
ders, in order to deter others from committing the fame 
crime: accordingly you find, that the Holy Fire which tl ay 
deſpiſed was made the inſtrument of their puniſhment, 

Though from a difference of ſituation we never can be 
guilty of the very ſame crime for which theſe young men ſut- 
tered, yet we may collect uſeful inſtruction from the relation 
of it, which ſhould warn us to obſerve the utmoſt reverence 
and devotion in every part of religious worſhip. 


SECT. 


r. I. 


MoskEs NUMBERS THE PEOPLE. 


A the Lok p ſpake unto Moſes in the wilder- 
neſs of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, on the firſt day of the ſecond month, in the 
ſecond year after they were come out of the land of 
Egvpt, ſaying, | 

Take ye the ſum of all the congregation of the 
children of Ifrael, after their families, by the houſe 
of their fathers, with the number of their names, 
every male by their poll; From twenty years old and 
upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Iſracl: 5 
thou and Aaron ſhall number them by their armies, 4 

And with you there ſhall be a man of every tribe: 
cvery one head of the houſe of his fathers. _ 

And Moſes and Aaron aſſembled the congrega- 
tion together on the firſt day of the ſecond month. 

As the Lord commanded Moſes, ſo he numbered 
them in the wilderneſs of Sinai. 

All they that were numbered, were fix hundred 
thouſand and three thouſand and five hundred and. 
fifty. 3 05 8 

But the Levites, after the tribe of their fathers, 

| were not numbered among them: For the Lox p had 
ſpoken unto Moſes, ſaying, Only thou ſhalt not 
number the tribe of Levi, neither take the ſum of 

them among the children of Iſrael, 


* 


But 
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But thou ſhalt appoint the Levites over the taber- 
nacle of teſtimony, and over all the veſſels thereof, 
and over all things that belong to it: they ſhall bear 
the tabernacle and all the veſſels thereof: and they 
ſhall miniſter unto it, and ſhall encamp round about 
the tabernacle. 
And when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Le- 
vites ſhall ſet it up: and the ſtranger that cometh 
nigh ſhall be put to death. 
And the children of Iſrael ſhall pitch their tents 
every man by his own camp, and every man by his 
own ſtandard, throughout their hoſts. 
But the Levites ſhall pitch round about the taber- 
nacle of teſtimony ; -that there be no wrath upon the 
congregation of the children of Iſrael: and the Le- 
vites ſhall keep the charge of the tabernacle of teſti- 
mony, | 
And the children of Iſrael did according to all that 
the Loxp commanded Moſes, ſo did they. 
And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, 
Bring the tribe of Levi near, and preſent them be- 
fore Aaron the prieſt, that they may miniſter unto 
him, 
And they ſhall keep his charge, and the charge of 
the whole congregation, before the tabernacle of the 
congregation to do the ſervice of the tabernacle. _ 
And they ſhall keep all the inſtruments of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and the charge of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, to do the ſervice of the tabernacle. 


And 


1 


LEVITES NUMBERED. 4 


And thou ſhalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to 
his ſons: they are wholly given unto him out of the 
children of Iſrael. 

And thou ſhalt appoint Aaron and his ſons, and 
they ſhall wait on their prieſt's office: and the ranger 
that cometh nigh ſhall be put to death. 

And the Lok ſpake unto Moles, ſaying, And I, 
behold, even I, have taken the Levites from among 
the children of Iſrael, inſtead of all the firit-born. 

Becauſe all the firſt-born are mine, for on the day 
that I ſmote all the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, 
I hallowed unto me all the firit-born in Iſrael, both 
man and beaſt: mine ſhall they be: I am the 
Loxp. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes in the wilderneſs 
of Sinai, ſaying, Number the childen of Levi after the 
houſe of their fathers, by their families: every male 
trom a month old and upward ſhalt thou number 
them. 

And Moſes numbered them according to the word 
of the Lon p, as he was commanded. | 

All that were numbered of the Levites, which 
Moſes and Aaron numbered at the commandment of 
the LoRD, throughout their families, all the males 
from a month old and upward, were twenty and two 

thouſand. 
And the Lonp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
unto Aaron and unto his ſons, ſaying, On this wiſe 
{hall ye bleſs the children of Iſrael, ſaying unto them, 
The 
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The Lok bleſs thee, and keep thee: The Lord L 
make his face ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto q 
thee: The Lon p lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. 


And they ſhall put my name upon the children of 
Iſrael, and I will bleſs them. | 


ANNOTATIONS axpd REFLECTIONS, 


As the children of Iſrael were very numerous, and the LoRD 
vouchſafed to be their King, He commanded Moſes and 
Aaron to take account of his ſubjects; and to regulate en- C 

campments, for they dwelt in tents, which they carried with : 
them when they moved. When Jacob came into Egypt, his 
whole family conſiſted of ſeventy perſons: how greatly were 
they increaſed in two hundred and fifteen years! We may juſtly : 
ſuppoſe, that, beſides thoſe which were numbered, there were f 
double the number of women, children, and ſick perſons; 
amounting in the whole, to atleaſt one million eight hundred 
ſeventy one thouſand one hundred perſons. What quantities 
of food mult fall daily from heaven to feed ſuch a multitude 
Gop's promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, that * he 
„ would greatly multiply their ſeed,” were now amply ful- 
filled. A very exact account was to be taken of them, in or- 
der to diſtinguiſh what tribe and family every man belonged to. 
„ The whole* body of the people were divided into ſour large 
battalions, ſo placed as to incloſe the tabernacle, and each un- 
der one general ſtandard. The ſtandard of the camp of Judah 
was firſt; it conſiſted of the tribes of Judah, Iſſachar, and Ze- 
bulun, which pitched on the eaſt (fide of the tabernacle. On 
the ſouth ſide was the ſtandard of the camp of Reuben; under 
which, were the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad. On 


* Stackhouſe on the Bible. 
the 
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the weſt ſide was the ſtandard of the camp of Ephraim; under 
which, were the tribes of Ephraim, Manaſſeh, and Benja- 
min. And on the north ſide was the ſtandard of the camp of 


Dan; under which was the tribes of Dan, Napthali, and 


Aſhur. Between theſe four great camps and the tabernacle, 
were pitched the four leſſer camps of the prieſts and the Le- 
vites, who had theirattendance about it. On the eaſt ſide en- 
camped Moſes and Aaron, and Aaron's ſons, who had the 
charge of the ſanctuary. On the ſouth fide were the Kohath- 
tes, a part of the Levites deſcended from Kohath, the ſecond 
ſon of Levi. On the weſt ſide were the Gerſhonites, another 
branch of the Levites, deſcended from Gerſhon, Levi's eldeſt 
ſun. On the north ſide were the Merarites, the remaining part 
of the Levites, who ſprang from Merari, Levi's youngeſt fon.” 

„% This was the order of the Iſraelites encampiny ; and 
the method of their marching was thus : Whenever they were 
to decamp (which was always when the pillar of the cloud 
was taken up from the tabernacle) the trumpet ſounded, 
and upon the firſt alarm, the ſtandard of Judah being raiſed, 
the three tribes which belonged to it ſet forward; upon 
which, the tabernacle was immediately taken down, and the 
Gerſhonites and Merarites attended the waggons with the 
boards and ſtaves of it. When theſe were on their march, 
a ſecond alarm ſounded ; upon which, the ſtandard of Reu- 
ben's camp advanced, with the three tribes under it, bearing 
the ſanctuary ; which, becauſe it was holy, and not ſo cum- 
berſome as the pillars and boards of the tabernacle, was 


not put into a waggon, but carried upon men's ſhoulders, 


Next followed the ſtandard of Ephraim's camp, with the 
three tribes belonging to it. And laſt of all, the other three 
tribes, under the ſtandard of Dan, brought up the rear.” 
Every thing was contrived in a moſt excellent manner, to 
preſerve regularity and decorum, and prevent confuſion and 
diſputes: cach perſon was informed of his proper bulinels, 

| | and 
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44 THE PRINCES OFFERINGS. 


and knowing that all was ſettled by Gop's appointment, 
they readily ſubmitted to it: the Levites were particularly 
honoured, as a reward for their fidelity to Gop, in flay- 
ing thoſe who worſhipped the golden calf. 

The camp of Iſrael muſt make a very beautiful ap- 
pearance; eſpecially if we conſider, that the glory of 
Gon was manifeſted in the midſt of it, The tribe of 
Judah had the pre-eminence, he was not the eldeſt fon of 
Jacob; but this partly fulfilled a prophecy which Jacob“ 
ſpake a little before his death“. 

How gracious was the LoRD, in ordaining, that the prieſts 
ſhould daily pronounce bleſſings upon the people in His name, 
expreſſive of the utmoſt benevolence and mercy ; inſtructing 
them, at the ſame time, what kind of bleſſings to pray for, 
namely, the protection of Divine Providence, the- comforts 
of Divine Grace, and the peace of Gop, which paſſeth all 
underſtanding.— Putting the LoRD's name upon Ifrac! fig- 


nified, that they ſhould be called His people. 


See Section 52. 
———— DD ¶u‚nui»ꝓů»wᷣ— 
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When every thing was completely in order, the princes 
of the people, the heads ot tribes, advanced with great ſo— 
lemnity to preſent their offerings, which conſiſted of fix co- 
vered waggons and twelve oxen, a waggon for two princes, 
and for each one an ox; and each prince offered one filver 
charger, one ſilver bowl, one golden ſpoon, one young bul- 


lock, one ram, one lamb of the firſt year, for a burnt offer- 
ing; one kid of the goats for a ſin offering; and for a ſacri- 


DO ? 
fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he- 0h 


| five lambs of the firſt year. 


* see Numb. vii. viii. 


All 
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All the ſilver veſſels together, weighed two thouſand four 
hundred ſhekels, and the gold of the ſpoons, one hundred 
and twenty ſhekels; ſo that each diſh or charger weighed 
about ſixty ounces, according to our weights, each bowl 
about thirty-five ounces, and the golden ſpoons about five 


ounces a piece. It pleaſed the Lord to aſſure Moſes of His 


acceptance of theſe offerings, by ſpeaking to him, as He had 
promiſed to do, from between the cherubims on the Mercy- 
ſeat, After this, the Lox Dd commanded, that the Levites ſhould 


be purified, by waſhing with water, &c. and brought before 


the Tabernacle of the congregation ; and that the whole aſ- 


ſembly of Iſrael ſhould be gathered together, and put their 


hands upon the Levites, which they did; Aaron was then 
commanded to offer them to the Lo p, as an offering from 
the children of Iſrael, to do the ſervice of the Lonv's Houſe 


in their ſtead. Aaron then made an atonement for the Le- 


vites, who were from that time wholly ſeparated from the 


other tribes, and entered on their holy office; for the LORD 
accepted them, inſtead of all the firſt born, whom Ee had 
redeemed to Himſelf. | 

The princes of Ifracl have left an example to all perſons, 


who are placed in exalted ſtations, to he foremoſt in acts of 


piety; and to be ready toemploy ſome portion of their riches 
to the honour of Gop. 

By appointing Priecits and Levites Himſelf, the Lord put 
an honour upon the prieſtly office, and ſhewed, that thoſe 
employed in His immediate ſervice, 


ſhould be exempted 
from ſecular occupations. 
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TE PASSOVER KEPT—A CLoUuD GUIDETH THE 
IsRAELITEs—T ne PRAYERS OF MosEs. 


ND the LorD ſpake unto Moſes in the wilderneſs 
of Sinai, in the firſt month of the ſecond year, 
after they were come out of the land of Egypt, faying, 
Let the children of Iſrael alſo keep the paſſover at his 
appointed ſeaſon. 
And Moſes ſpake unto the children of Ifracl, that 
they ſhould keep the paſſover. 
And they kept the paſſover on the ft day 
of the firſt month at even, in the wildernefs of Sinai: 
according to all that the Loxp commanded Moſes, fo 


did the children of Iſrael. 


And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up, 
the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely the tent of 
the teſtimony : and at even there was upon the taber- 
nacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the 
morning. 

So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and 
the appearance of fire by night. 

And when the cloud was taken up from the taber- 


nacle; then. after that, the children of Iirael jour- 


neyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, there 
the children of Iſrael pitched their tents. 

At the commandment of the Loxp they rolled 3 in 
the tents, and at the commandment of the Lozp 
they 
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they journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lond, at 
the commandinent of the Lory by the hand of Moſes. 
And it came to paſs on the twentieth day of the ſe- 
cond month, in the ſecond year, that the cloud was 
taken up from off the tabernacle of the teſtimony. | 
And the children of Iſrael took their journies out of 
the wilderneſs of Sia; and the cloud reſted in the 
wilderneſs of Paran. 
And they firſt took their journey, according to the . 
commandment of the Loxy by the hand of Moſes, f 
; 
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And they departed from the mount of the Loxp 


L 


three days journey: and the ark of the covenant of the 


Loxp went before them in the three days journey, to 0 
ſearch out a reſting- place for them. R 
2 10 I} 1. I (| 1 Ca] * J 2 808 7427 12. 1 ** 1 5 1 
And the cloud Orenme LORD was Upon diem DY dax, 4 
when they went out of "the camp 1 
And it came to paſs when the FS ſet forward, that 9 
Moſes ſaid, Riſe up torn, and let thine enemies be 4 
Moſ ſaid, Rite en en | 
: 1 
ſcattered: and let them that hate thee, fee before 1 


thee... 
And when it reſted, he. faid, Return, O I. oi 


* 


unto the Many | choufand, CF IIrael. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax Dp. REFLECTIONS, 


At the firſt inſtitution of the Paſſover, the Ifaelites cat it 
in great haſte in the land of Egypt; but in the wilderneſs 
they were able to celebrate it with more compoſure of mind, 
and had time to explain to their children the origin of this 
inſtitution. Surely, when they reflected what a wonderful 
year the laſt had been to them, how miraculouſly they were 
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46 THE FIRE OF THE LORD. 


aſſiſted and delivered from dangers, they mult entertain the 
moſt exalted ſentiments of the goodneſs of Gop! How care- 
ful was Gor of His people! who, if left to themſelves, 
would certainly have gone aſtray : nor are Chriſtians leſs in- 
debted to His PRovIDENCE, Which protects them from 
numberleſs dangers and diſtreſſes. We ſhould therefore 
ſtudiouſly endeavour to avail ourſelves of His Hory Worp, 
which will afford as clear light to our minds, in the way to 
Heaven, as the pillar of fire did to the eyes of the Iſrael- 
ites in their journey towards the land of Canaan, 

By offering up prayers at the removing and reſting of the 
Ark, Moles has ſet an example to governors to implore the 
bleſſing and guidance of Heaven in all important under- 
takings. 


c 


Tur BuRN ING AT TAE RN AH—MURNMURIN CS 
AGAINST MosEkSs—-MANNA LOATHED. 


ND when the people complained, it diſpleaſed 
the Lonp: and the Lond heard it: and his 
anger was kindled: and the fire of the Logp burnt 
among them, and confumed them that. were in he 
uttermoſt parts of the camp. 
And the people eried unto Moſes; and when Moſes 
prayed unto the LoRD, the fire was quenched. 
And he called the name of the place Taberah: be- 
cauſe the fire of the Loꝶ p burnt among them. 
And the mixt multitude that was among them fell 
a luſting: and the children of Iſrael alſo wept again, 
and 


MOSES REMONS TRANCE. 29 


and ſaid, Who ſhall give us fleſh to eat? We re- 
member the fiſh which we did eat in Egypt freely: the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the 
onions, and the garlick. 

But now our ſoul is dried away; and there is no- 
thing at all, beſides this manna betore our eyes. 

And the manna was as coriander-ſeed, and the co- 
lour thereof as the colour of bdellium. 

And the people went about, and gathered it, and 
ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked 
it in pans, and made cakes of it: arid the taſte of it 
was as the taſte of freſh oil. 

And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, 
the manna feil upon it. | 

Then Moſes heard the people weep throughout 
their families, every man in the door of his tent: and 


the anger of the Lo p was kindled greatly; Moſes 


alſo was diſpleaſed. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the Log p, Wherefore haſt 
thou afflicted thy fervant? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy ſight, that thou layeſt the burden 
of all this people upon me? Are all theſe people my na- 
_ tural children, that thou ſhouldſt fay unto me, Carry 
them in thy boſom (as a nurſing father beareth the 


ſucking child) unto the land which thou ſweareſt unto 


their fathers ? 


Whence ſhould I have fleth to give unto all this 


people; for they weep unto me, ſaying, Give us fleſh 
that we may eat. 
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Jam not able to bear all this people alone, becauſe 
it is too heavy for me. | 

And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray 
thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy ſight; 
and let me not ſee my wretchedneſs. 

And the Lond faid unto Moſes, Gather unto mc 
ſeventy men of the elders of Ifrael, whom thou 
knowelt to be the elders of the people, and officers over 
them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, that they may ſtand there with thee, 

And I will come down and talk with thee there ; and 
will take of the ſpirit which is upon thee, and will 
pat it upon them; and they ſhall bear the burden of 
the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyſelf 
alone. 

And ſay thou unto the people, ſanctiſy yourſelves 
againſt to morrow, and ye ſhall eat fleſh (for you 
have wept in the ears of the Lorn, ſaying, Who 
(hall give us fleth to eat? for it was well with us in 
Feypt) therefore the Loxp will give you fleſh, and 
ve thall eat. 

Ye ſhall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five 
days, neither ten days, nor twenty days, but even a 
whole month, until it come out at your noſtrils, and it 
be loathſome unto you: becauſe that you have deſpiſed 
the LozÞ which is among you, and have wept before 
him ſaying, Why came we forth out of Egypt? 

And Moſes faid, The people amongſt whom I am, 
are ix hundred thouſand foot-men ; and thou haſt 
faid I will give them fleſh, that they may eat a whole 
month, | Shall 


THE ELDERS PROPHECY. 31 


Shall the flocks and the herds be ſlain for them, to 
ſuffice them? or ſhall all the fiſh of the ſea be gathered 
together for them, to ſuffice them ? 


And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Is the LoRD's 


hand waxed ſhort? thou ſhalt ſee now whether my 
word ſhall come to paſs unto thee, or not. 

And Moſes went out and told the people the words 
of the LorD, and gathered the ſeventy men of the 
elders of the people, and fet them round about the 
tabernacle, 5 

And the Lob came down in a cloud, and ſpake 
unto him, and took of the ſpirit that was upon him, 
and gave it unto the {eventy elders: and it came to 
Pals that when the ſpirit reſted upon them, they pro- 

pheſied, and did not ceaſe. 
But there remained two of the men in the camp, 
the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the 
other Medad : and the ſpirit reſted upon them (and 
they were of them that were written, but went not 


out unto the tabernacle) and they propheſied in the 


camp. | 

And there ran a young man, and told Moſes, and 

laid, Eldad and Medad do propheſy in the camp. 
And Joſhua the ſon of Nun, the ſervant of Moſes, 

one of his young men, anſwered and ſaid, My lord 

loſes, forbid them. 

And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieſt thou for my 


ſake? Would to God that all the Lord's people were 
prophets, and that the LORD would put his ſpirit 


upon them. . | or 
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32 THE PEOPLE PUNISHED. 


And Moſes gat him into the camp, he and the 
elders of Iſrael. 

And there went forth a wind from the LorD, and 
brought quails from the ſea, and let them fall by the 
camp, as it were a day's journey on this fide, and 
as it were a day's journey on the other ſide, round 
about the camp, and as 1t were two cubits high upon 
the face of the earth, 

And the people ſtood up all that day, and all that 
night, and all the next day, and they gathered the 
quails : he that gathered leaſt, gathered ten homers : 
and they ſpread them all abroad for themſelves round 
about the camp. 

And while the feſh was yet between their teeth, 
ere it was chewed ; the wrath of the Lox D was kin- 
dled againſt the people, and the Lord {mote the peo- 
ple with a very great plague. 

And he called the name of that place, Kibroth- 
hattaavanz becauſe there they buried the people that 
luſted. | 
And the pcople journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah, 

unto Hazeroth : and abode at Hazeroth, | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


_ Though we are told that the Iſraelites did eat Manna for 
forty years, there 1s no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that they were 

confined entirely to that kind of food; on the contrary, it ap- 
pears, that they were allowed by their law, nay required, to 
| eat 


MOSES REMONS TRANCE. 33 


eat a part of the beaſts which were offered in ſacrifices, with 
this reſtriction, that they ſhould not eat either blood or fat. 
Of bread indeed they were deſtitute, for they were mere ſo— 
journers in the wilderneſs, and, having no fixed abode, would 
have found it very inconvenient, if not impoſlible, to culti- 
vate the earth, ſo as to ſupply themſelves with corn and vege- 
tables. Beſides, ſowing of grain would have been a fort of 
appropriation of that land, which was not given to them; and 
harveſt work would have been extremely fatiguing in a bar- 


ren wilderneſs ; fo that manna, being ſent for bread, was a 


very ſignal mercy, for Which they ought to have been daily 
thankiul;—no wonder that ſuch ungrateful behaviour ſhould 
provoke Divine juſtice to ſend judgments upon them. 

The mixt multitude were a number of people who went with 
the Iſraelites out of Egypt; and not being ct the lincage of Ja- 
cob, they were not numbered with the others. It ſeems to 
have been, by their ſuggeſtion, that the Iſraelites repined at 
their condition the ſecond time; but the people of Gop ought 
not to have been influenced by thoſe who tempted thera from 
their duty. | | 

It ſeems amazing, that Moſes ſhould expreſs any doubts of 
the LoRD's ability, to effect his purpoſe ; but we muſt conſider, 
that he was not above the infirmities of human nature, and 
that he had a very ſevere trial of his meekne(s and patience, — 


There was great reaſonableneſs in his remonſtrances; and 


Gon, who never exacts of his creatures what is inconftſtent 
with the circumſtances He is pleaſed to place them in, ſuffered 
his arguments to prevail,—He did not require him to bear the 
people alone, who were become too turbulent for his ſole ma- 
nagement; but endued others with a proportionable ſhare of 
that Divine wiſdom, which had hitherto directed his judgment 
in the government of them, that they might be able to aſſiſt 
lum in the arduous taſk, | 
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34 DUTY OF CONTENTMENT. 


The two men who are ſaid to have propheſied in the camp, 
are ſuppoſed to have declined the fummons of Moſes through 
exceilive modeſty, and a ſenſe of unworthiaeſs ; but being ap- 
proved by the Lokrp, they exerciſed the gifts of praying, 
preaching, and prailing Good, in ſome private tent, with evi— 
dent marks of Divine inſpiration. When“ the friends of 
Moſes, through zeal for his honour, requeſted him to forbid 
them, he gave a ſtriking inſtance of his zcal and public ſpirit, 
46 Envieſt thou for my fake (ſaid hie). Would to Gop that all 
the LoRb's people were prophets, and that the LORD would 
put His ſpirit upon them.” Every idea of perſonal honour, 
or diſtinction vaniſhed, when brought into competition with 
the good of his countrymen; and he could cheerfully ſee 
others diſtinguiſhed by the ſame powers with himſelf, it by 
this means the general intereſt might be promoted. 

We may conclude that quails were very delicious food, by 


the Loxp's ſending them to gratify the people's deſire of dain- 


ties, and by the avidity with which they gathered them up. 
The threatening which had been, denounced, was enough, 
vne would think, to caution them againſt eating to exceſs, but 
they ſet no bounds to their appetites, and ſoon found the 
fatal effects of inordinate indulgence. From this portion of 
Scripture, we learn, that it is a duty to be contented with 
ſuch things as Gop beſtows; and that it is very wicked to de- 
fire any kind of enjoyment, which the ſtate of life any one is 
placed in by Providence, will not admit of. And all Chriſti- 
ans are admoniſhed by it, not to deſire to be under the bondage 
of ſin for the ſake of gratifying their ſenſual appetites, but 
rather to gather up with patience that ſpiritual food, which 
came from. Heaven, even the inſtruction of our SAviouR ; 


though the depravity of human nature may render it leſs 


pleaſing to their taſte; ſince the latter will nouriſh the ſoul 
unto everlaſting life, while an abundance of the other will 


produce diſeaſes, fatal in their effects, both to body and ſoul. 


* Dr, Enfield Biographical Sermons, Vol. 3. 
SECT. 


„ . 


AARON AND Miriam MURMUR AGAINST 
MosES—-MIRIAM PUNISHED. 


ND Miriam and Aaron ſpake againſt Moles, 

And they ſaid, Hath the Lorp indeed ſpoken 

only by Moſes? Hath he 1 not ſpoken alſo by us? And 
the LorD heard it. | 

(Now the man Moſes was very meck, above all 
the men which were upon the face of the earth) 

And the Loxp ſpake ſuddenly unto Moes, and 
unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they 
three came out. 

And the Loxp came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and ſtood in the door of the tabernacle, and 


called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came 


forth, 
And he ſaid, Hear now my words: If there be a 
prophet. among you, I the Loro will make myſelf 


known unto him in a vition, and will ſpeak unto him. 


311 a dream. 


My ſervant Moſes is not ſo, who is faithful in all 


mine houſe. 5 
With him will I ſpeak mouth to mouth, even ap- 
parently, and not in dark ſpeeches ; and the fimili- 


tude of the Lorp ſhall he behold: wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my ſervant Moſes ?! 


'C-6 And 


MIR IAM PUNIS HE D. 


And the anger of the Lozp was kindled againſt 
them and he departed. 

And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle, 
and behold Miriam became leprous, white as ſnow ; 
and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and behold, the was 
leprous. 

And Aaron faid unto Moſes, Alas, my lord, I 
beſeech thee, lay not the ſin upon us, wherein we 
have done fooliſhly, and wherein we have ſinned. 

And Moſes cried unto the LoRp, laying, Heal her 
now, O Gon, I beſeech thee. 

And the LorDp ſaid unto Moſes, Let her be ſhut 
out from the camp ſeyen days, and after that let her 
be received again. And the people journeyed not 
till Miriam was brought in again. 


Gy 
* 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Aaron and Miriam were guilty of great impiety and pre- 
ſumption to God, as well as ingratitude to Moſes, and 
acted from motives of envy and falſe pride, very diſpleaſing 
to the LorD, or He would not have inflicted ſuch an ex- 
emplary puniſhment on Miriam. They now learnt from 
Gov, that they muſt not preſume to ſtand in any compett- 
tion with Moſes; for though they were occaſionally endued 
with the gift of prophecy, ſtill he was their ſuperior, on ac- 
count of his moſt honourable office of Mediator between 
Gop and the elne in which he had acquitted himſelf 
with the utmoſt fidelity. 

Aaron ſeems to have had an immediate ſenſe of his guilt, 
for he humbled himſelf, and acknowledged his fault; ; at the 
ſame time intreating Moſes to pray for Miriam, which, 

agreeably 


SPIES SENT OUT. 37 


agreeably to the uſual meekneſs of his diſpoſition, he in- 
ſtantly complied with. How amiable was this behaviour of 
Moſes; and what an excellent leflon does it afford to thoſe, 
who have envious brothers and ſiſters. 

By the anger of the LoRD being kindled, perhaps 1s meant, 
that flaſhes of lightning darted from the cloudy pillar, ex- 
preſſive of Gop's diſpleaſure; or the expreſſion may ſignify, 
that their offence was ſuch as the Lok, under that Diſpen- 
ſation, uſually puniſhed with ſudden death. 


F Im ö 


SPIES SENT TO SEARCH THE LAND OF CANAAN, | 
THE TESTIMONY OF CALEB AND JOSHUA, 


ND when they departed from Horeb, they came 
through that great and terrible wilderneſs of Pa- 
ran, as the Loxd commanded them; and came to 
Kadith Barnea; and Moſes faid unto them, ye are 
come unto the mountain of the Amorites, which the 
Lord our Gop doth give unto us. 
Behold the Los p your God hath ſet the land be- 
fore you, go up and poſſeſs it, as the LoxD Gop of 
thy fathers hath ſaid unto you: fear not, neither be 
diſcouraged. 

And they came near unto him every one of them, 
and faid, we will fend men before us to ſearch out the 
land, and bring us word again by what-way we muſt 

go up, and into what cities we ſhall come. ; 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes ſaying, ſend 
thou men that they may ſearch the land of Ca- _ |} 

* which 1 give unto the children of Iſracl, of | 
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38 REPORT OF THE SPIES. 


every tribe ye ſhall ſend a man which is a ruler among 
them. 

And Moſes by the commandment of the Lok, 
ſent them, and faid, -go up into the mountain and ſee 
the land what it is, and the people that dwelleth there- 
in, whether they be ſtrong or weak, few or many. 

So they went up and ſearched the land, and came 
unto the brook of Ethcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluſter of grapes, and they bare it 
between two upon a ſtaff ; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. 

And they returned from ſearching of the land after 
forty days. 

And they came to Moſes and to Aaron, and all 
the congregation, and ſaid unto them, We came 
unto the land whither thou ſenteſt us, and ſurely it 
floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of 
It. 

Nevertheleſs the people be ſtrong that d well in the 
land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and 
moreover, we faw the children of Anak there. 

The Amalckites dwell in the land of the ſouth; 
and the Hittites, and the Jebulites, and the Amorites 
dwell in the mountains : and the Canaanites dwell by 
the Sea, and by the coaſt of Jordan. 

And Caleb ſtilled the people before Moſes, and 
ſaid, Let us go up at once, and poſſeſs it; for we are 
well able to overcome it. 5 EN | 
But the men that went up with him ſaid, we be not 


able to go up againſt the people, for they are ſtronger 
than we. | And 


REPORT OF THE SPIES, 29 

And they brought up an evil report of the land which 
they had ſcarched, unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, 
The land through which we have gone to ſearch it, is 
a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all 
the people that we ſaw in it, are men of a great ſtature. 

And there we ſaw the giants, the ſons of Anak, 
which come of the giants: and we were in our own 
ſight as graſshoppers, and ſo we were in their tight. 

And all the congregation litted up their voice, and 
cried; and the people wept that night. | 

And all the children of Iſracl murmured againſt 
Moſes, and againſt Aaron: and the whole congre- 
gation ſaid unto them, Would Gop that we had 
died in the land of Egypt, or would Gop we had 
died in this wilderneſs. 

And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto 
this land, to fall by the ſword, that our wives and 
children ſhould be a prey? were it not better for us 
to return into Egypt? 

And they ſaid one to another, Let us make a cap- 
tain, and let us return into Egypt. 

Then Moſes and Aaron fell on their faces before 
all the aflembly of the congregation of the children of 
Iſrael. 

Then Moſes ſaid unto them, Dread not; neither 
be afraid of them. 

The Lord your Gop wha coeth before you, he 
ſhall fight for you, according to all that he did for you 
in Egypt before your eyes. 


And 
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40 FIDELITY OF JOSHUA AND CALEB. 


And in the wilderneſs, where thou haſt ſeen how 
that the Lord thy Gop bare thee as a man doth bear 
his ſon, in all the way that ye went, until ye came to 
this place. 

Who went inthe way before you to ſearch you out 
a place to pitch your tents in, in fire by night to ſhew 
you by what way ye ſhould go, and in a cloud by 
day. | | 
And Joſhua the ſon of Nun, and Caleb the fon of 
Jephunneh, which were of them that ſearched the 
land, rent their clothes. 

And they ſpake unto all the company of the children 
of Iſrael, ſaying, The land which we paſted through 
to ſearch it, is an exceeding good land. 

If the Lokxp delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. 

Only rebel not ye againſt the LorD, neither fear 
ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: 
their defence is departed from them, and the Lox is 
with us: fear them not. 

But all the congregation bade ſtone them with 
ſtones: and the glory of the Loxp appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, before all the children 
of Ifrael, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 
It ſeems, that the people diſtruſted the Lo xp, and pre- 


ferred the witneſs of men to the witneſs of Gop Himſelf; in 
conſequence 


THE CRIME OF THE SPIES. 41 


conſequence of which, they formed a ſcheme to ſatisfy them- 
felves whether the land of Canaan was really worth the pains 
of conqueſt or not. 

Though it is not expreſsly mentioned, it appears, that 
Moſes conſulted the will of the Loxp, who permitted him 
to indulge the wiſhes of the people. 


The crime of the ſpies was not falſehood, but diſbelief of | 


Gop's promiſes. It was very true, that the inhabitants of 
the country were ſuch as they deſcribed; but the Lorp had 
promiſed to ſend His fear before his people“, to go up in the 
midſt of them, and aſſured them, that their enemies, how- 
ever formidable, ſhould fall before them ; that five of them 
ſhould be able to chaſe an hundred; and an hundred of 
them put ten thouſand to flight: they ſhould therefore 
have repoſed entire confidence in His Almighty aid, not have 
compared themſelves to graſshoppers ; for, ſuppoſing that their 
natural force was as unequal to that of the enemy they were 
to encounter, as the ſpies repreſented, they had ſeen that, 
under the conduct of their heavenly king, even an army of 


ee was irreſiſtible by a powerful and warlike na- 


tion. 


In what an amiable light do Moſes and Aaron appear! 


grieving for the wickedneſs of the Iſraelites, and endea- 
vouring to awaken in their minds, thoſe ſentiments of gra- 
titude ſo juſtly due to their Divine Conductor. . 
Caleb and Joſhua gave an eminent example of faith; and 
we ſhall find, that it did not loſe its reward. The argu- 
ments they employed to ſtill the tumult, were perfectly juſt 
and reaſonable ; for what is the moſt mighty nation, when 
their defence is departed from them? And who can over- 
come thoſe, whoſe Gop is the Lord; and whom Ne 855 
choſen for his own inheritance? . 
* Exod, xxiii. 27. + Ibid. xxxiil. 14. T Lev. rt. 8. 
$ Alluding to the plague of locuſts in Egypt. 
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THE PUNISHMENT OF THE ISRAELIT ES, AND 
THE DEATH OF THE SpIEs. 


\ ND the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, How long will 

this people provoke me? And how long will it 

be *ere they believe me, for all the ſigns which I have 
ſhewed among them? 

I will ſmite them with the peſlilence, and dilinherit 
them, and will make of thee a greater nation, and 
mightier than they. 

And Moſes ſaid unto the Lok D, Then the Egyp- 
tians ſhall hear it (for thou broughteſt up this people in 
thy might from among them) 

And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land; 
for they have heard that thou LoRgD art among this 
people, that thou Loo art ſeen face to face, and that 
thy cloud ſtandeth over them, and that thou goeſt be- 
fore them, by day-time in a pillar of a cloud, and in 
a pillar of fire by night. 

Now if thou ſhalt kill all this people, as one man; 
then the nations which have heard the fame of thee, 
will ſpeak, ſaying, Becauſe the Loxp was not able to 
bring this people into the land which he ſware unto 
them, therefore he hath ſlain them in the wilderneſs, 

And now, I beſeech thee, let the power of my 
Lob be great, according as thou haſt ſpoken, faying, 

Pardon, 


TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS. 43 


Pardon, I beſeech thee, the iniquity of this people, ac- 
cording unto the greatneſs of thy mercy, and as thou 
haſt forgiven this people, from Egypt, even until 
now. | 

And the LoRp faid, I have pardoned according to 
thy word: But as truly as I live, all the earth ſhall be 
filled with the glory of the LoRD. 

Becauſe all thole men which have ſeen my glory, 
and my miracles which I did in Egypt and in the wil- 
derneſs, and have tempted me now theſe ten times, 
and have not hearkened to my voice; Surely they ſhall 
not ſee the land which I ſware unto their fathers, nei- 
ther {hall any of them that provoked me, ſee it: But 
my fervant Caleb, becauſe he had another ſpirit with 
him, and hath followed me fully : him will I bring 
into the land, whereunto he went; and his ſeed ſhall 
poſſeſs it. | 

To-morrow turn you, and get you into the wilder- 
| neſs by the way of the Red-ſea. 

And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, and unto Aaron 
ſaying, How long ſhall I bear with this evil congre- 
cation which murmur againſt me? I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Iſrael, which they 
murmur againſt me. ä 
Say unto them, As truly as I live, faith the LoRp, 
as ye have ſpoken in mine ears, ſo will I do to you: 
Your carcaſſes ſhall fall in this wilderneſs; and all that 
were numbered of you, according to your whole num- 
ber, from twenty years old and upwards, which have 


murmured againſt me. | 
N Doubtleſs 


44 DEATH OF THE SPIES. 


Doubtleſs ye ſhall not come into the land, con- 
cerning which I ſware to make you dwell therein, 
ſave Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, and Joſhua the ſon 
of Nun. 

But your little ones, which ye faid ſhould be a prey, 
them will I bring in, and they ſhall know the land 
which ye have deſpiſed. 

But as for you, your carcaſſes they ſhall fall in this 
wilderneſs. | 

And your children ſhall wander in the wilderneſs 
forty years. | 

I the Lord have ſaid, I will 43 do it unto all 
this evil congregation, that are gathered together 
againſt me: in this wilderneſs they ſhall be conſumed, 
and there they ſhall die. 

And the men which Moſes ſent to ſearch the land, 
Sed by the plague before the LoRD, but Joſhua and 
Caleb lived till. 

And Moſes told theſe ſayings unto all the children 
of Iſrael: and the people mourned greatly. 

And they roſe up early in the morning, and gat 
them up 'into the top of the mountain, ſaying, Lo, 
we be here, and will go up unto the place which the 
Lord hath promiſed: for we have ſinned. 

And Moſes ſaid, Wherefore now do you tranſgreſs 
the commandment of the LorD: but it ſhall not 
proſper. : _ 

Go not up, for the Lord is not t among you; z chat 
ye be not ſmitten before your enemies. 


For 


* 


ENGAGEMENT WITH THE AMALEKITES. 43 


For the Amalekites, and the Canaanites are there 
before you, and ye ſhall fall by the ſword: becauſe ye 
are turned away from the LorD: therefore the Lord 
will not be with you. 

But they preſumed to go up unto the hill-top; ne- 
vertheleſs, the ark of the covenant of the LorD, and 
Moſes departed not out of the camp. | 

Then the Amalekites came down, and the Ca- 
naanites which dwelt in that hill, and ſmote them, and 
diſcomfited them, even unto Hormah. 


ANNOTATI ONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


There is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, that when the Glory of 
the LorD appeared, Moſes approached the Tabernacle, to 
learn the Divine will. 
The offence, which the people had committed, in reſolving 
to quit the guidance of the LoRD, and elect a captain for 
themſelves, that they might return to Egyptian bondage, 
inſtead of taking poſſeſſion of the land he had deſigned for 
them, was an open act of rebellion againſt their Heavenly 
King: the men, who were guilty of it, forfeited every privi— 
lege, which, as His people, they might have claimed, and 
Divine juſtice was provoked to cut them off. An utter end 
would now have been put to the whole nation, had not the 
Lo Ro in his infinite mercy reſolved, that the interceſſion of 
their mediator ſhould prevail. That Moſes might have an 
opportunity of pleading for Iſrael, the Lok informed him 
of the impending judgments. Moſes, knowing the way of 
tbe LoRD, and that, though He would not clear the guilty 
without atonement and interceſſion, He would pardon ini- 
quity and ſin“, and that He was merciful and gracious, had 
| | * Exod. xxxiv. 7. DE 

| . recourſe 


46 TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS, 


recourſe to the argument he uſed once hefore, and entreated 
the Lob, for the honour. of His own great name, not to 
. extirpate His people. The Lox, according to the great— 
neſs of His mercy, ſpared the mation, as Moſes requeſted ; 
but pronounced a juſt ſentence on that generation, who had 
offended His Divine Majeſty. They were excluded from 
that land they had deſpiſed, and condemned to die in the 
vilderneſs; and the ipics, who had been the firſt inſtigators 
of the ſedition, were killed by the pcſtilence, to ſtrike ter- 
ror into the reſt, and ſhew from what a tate they were de- 
livered. | 

The Logp, mindful of His Covenant to Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, transferred the bleſling to tlie younger part of 

their poſterity. 
The people now began to think of the value of the land 
they had loſt; but their. repentance came too late; and 
though they were eager to obtain it, their utmoſt efforts 
could not ſucceed, for the LoRD refuſed His aid. 

The royal Pfalmiſt taught his ſubjects how to apply this por- 
tion of Scripture to themſelves *,—<©< To-day (fays he) if ve 
will hear His voice, harden not vour hearts, as in the provo- 
cation, the day of temptation in the wilderneis, v-hen your fa- 
thers tempted me, proved me, and ſaw my work; unto 
whom I ſware in my wrath, that they ſhould not enter into 
my reſt. And the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſhews, that it is 
equally applicable to us . | 

The Iſraclitcs turned their backs on the land of Cana, 
and undervalued the bleſſings of Providence; on which 
account they were deſervedly excluded from the pol- 
ſeſſion of them, —If their caſe was deplorable, who forfeited 
an earthly inheritance, what will that of Chriſtians be, if they 
loſe an eternal one ?—The Lon, it is true, is gracious and 
merciful, long ſuffering, and of great goodacſs; but He | 
will withdraw His favour at laſt from us alſo, if we deſpiſe 

* Pialm lxxxxv. + Heb. ili. 7 
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it; and, without His aſſiſting Grace, our ſpiritual enemies 
will conquer us, as the Amalekites conquered the diſo— 
bedient Iſraelites; let us therefore (as the Apoſtle adviſes) 
* © Take heed that there be not in any of us an evil 
© heart of unbelief, in departing from the living Gop; but let 
© us exhort one another daily, while it is called to-day, left 
© any of us be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin.” 


* Heb. iii. 12, 13. 


om +—— ETSY TY TI ECLLOEOERLSD PREAEIT Cang om 
SUPPLEMENT; 


Moſes has not tranſmitted to us any account of a number 
of events, which muſt have happened during the Ifraelites, 
wandering in the wilderneſs; for they are not to be recorded, 
as the generation they related to were blotted out irom the 
inheritance of Canaan ; but there were ſome very ſtriking 
incidents, which afford leſſons of general inſtruction, and 
theſe he has preſerved. | 


THE SABBATH-BREAKER STONED. 


The Iſraelites had been repeatedly commanded to keep 
the Sabbath-day holy; and we have reaſon to believe, that 
they complied, at leaſt outwardly, with the ordinances of 
God, while they wandered in the wilderneſs; for we read, 
that, during that period, a man was found gathering ſticks on 
the Sahbath-day ; thoſe who caught him in the fact, knew 
not what courſe to take, ſo brought him before Moſes and 
Aaron and all the congregation ; as this was the firſt offence of 
the kind, it was thought proper to commit him to priſon till 
the will of the Lok D was enquired; the reſult of the en- 
quiry was, that the offender ſhould be put to death: he was 
accordingly carried without the camp, and ſtoned with ſtones 
till he died, —A young man, who blaſphemed the name of 
the LoRD, and curſed, was punithed in the ſame manner. 


THE 


48 DRATHS OT KoRAERH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM, 


THE diſtinguiſhing honour which it had pleaſed Gop, for tlic 
good of the people in general, to confer on Moſes and Aaron, 
occaſioned envy in the minds of Korah, Dathan, and Abi— 
ram: the firſt was a near relation to Moſes. Theſe ſediti- 
ous perſons aſpired to thoſe holy offices to which the LORD 
had appointed Muſes and Aaron; and were deſirous to over- 
turn the government, in order to aſſume cqual power with 
God's peculiar minitters ; they therefore, by artful infinua- 
tions, inflamed the minds of many others, who are ſaid to 
have been men of renown, and therefore ought to have en- 
tertained nobler ſentiments, Their number amounted to 
two hundred and fifty princes, who aſſembled together, and 
ſeverely reproached Moſes and Aaron, for exalting them- 
ſelves above the reſt of the congregation, accuſing them of 
arrogance and injuſtice. 

Moſes was ſo greatly affected with their impiety to Gon, 
and unkindneſs to thoſe who had laboured with unremitting 
care for their welfare, that he fell on his face before them ; 
expreſling by this action both ſorrow and humility : he. 
calmly remonſtrated with them, and defired that they would 
leave the proof to Gon; requiring them to attend on tlie 
morrow, each man with his cenſer in his hand. They rea- 
dily acceded to is propoſal, and departed. One would na- 
turally ſuppoſe, that as Moſes had given them ſo many hours 
for reflection, they would have recollected how inconſiſtent 
their behaviour was, and declined the trial; but inſtead cf 
that, they employed the intermediate time in perſuading all 
the congregation to ſupport their claim, and at the appointed 
hour appeared with cenlers in their hands, attended by 
thoſe ungrateful Iſraelites, who ſeem to have gladly ſeized 
every opportunity of expreſling their murmurs and difcon- 
tent. | 


As 


Tm PEOPLE's CONSTERNATION. 40 


As ſoon as they were come to the door of the tabernacle, 
and the princes had laid incenſe on their cenſers, the Crop yr 
OF THE LORD appeared, and Gop commanded Moſcs and 
Aaron to ſeparate themſelves, that he might in a moment de. 
troy the impious multitude ; but theſe good men fell on 
their faces, and intreated the LoRD to ſpare the nation: The 
Lo RD graciouſly heard their prayer, but cauſed the earth to 
open, and ſwallow up alive, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram: 
and fire came out of the ground, which deſtroyed thoſe men 
who dared to appear before the ALMIGHTY in ſuch a cauſe, 
and all who belonged to them, 

The people were ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation, ex- 
pecting to ſhare their fate; but the Divine compaſſion interpo- 
led in their behalf, and they were only commanded to pre- 
ſerve the cenſers; Which were, as a memorial of this wonder- 
ful event, afterwards made a covering for thicaltar. 

The behaviour of Mofes and Aaron on tins trying occaſion, 
was truly amiable, for they did not ſuffer private reſentment 
to operate in the leaſt: without doubt, they wade uſe of 
every argument to remove the unjuſt ſuſpicion of the people, 
and then implored the Lon to turn their hearts; but as 
they were ſo pious, and entertained the higheſt veneration 
for the SUPREME BEING, it was natural to deſire, that Gop 
might give ſome ſignal proof that the prieſthood was really 
of Divine inſtitution; otherwiſe there would have been per- 
petual commotions in the congregation, and the honour of 
(70D would have been continually inſulted. 

It is ſhocking to read of the folly and ingratitude of the 
Iſraclites ; but we are told that, on the very next morning, 
the congregation which had been ſo graciouſly delivered by the 
mercy of God, at the interceſſion of Moſes and Aaron, once 


more aſſembled with clamour and reproach ; accuſing them 


for having (as they ſaid) flain the people of the LORD. The 
GLoRY OF Go again ſhone forth in vindication of his in- 
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50 AN ATONEMENT MADE. 


ſulted ſervants, who, far from wiſhing for the deſtruction of 
theſe inconſiderate wretches, as ſoon as they perceived that a 
plague was begun, had immediate recourſe to the ceremony 
which Gop had appointed as a means of reconciliation : 


Aaron, by the deſire of Moles, took a cenſer with ſome of 


the holy fire from the altar, and made an atonement for them; 
and the LozDp graciouſly rewarded their benevolent purpoſes, 
by granting them the heart-felt delight, which thoſe exalted 
minds muſt neceſſarily feel, who can pray for thoſe who deſpite- 
fully uſe them, and return good for evil, 


AARONs ROD BUDDETH. 


It pleaſed Gop to appoint another monument, to com- 
memorate the conteſt between Gop's miniſters and theſe pre- 
tenders to the prieſthood. He ſpoke unto Moſes, that he 
' ſhould command the princes of Iſrael or heads of tribes to 
bring each man a rod, with the name of their tribe written 
upon it. And the Levites were required to write the name 
of Levi upon their rod, 

As ſoon as they were collected, Moſes, by Divine di- 
rection laid the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle ; 
and, to their great aſtoniſhment, when he went to look 'at 
them in the morning he found, that the rod of Levi had put 
forth buds and bloſſoms, and even yielded almonds. Moſes 
immediately brought them forth, and exhibited the miracle 
to all the people. There is no doubt, but ſufficient care 
was taken to prevent colluſion, and that every one had 
marked his ſtick or rod, ſo as to be able to know it again; 
they could not therefore diſpute the deciſion, which was fo 
evidently in favour of Aaron. Gop gave command, that 
from that day none but the ſons of Aaron ſhould preſume 
to come into the tabernacle on pain of death, 


How graciouſly kind and condeſcending was Gop to this 
ſtubborn people! giving them continual proofs of his power 


and 
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and providence, and ordaining memorials both of his judg-— 
ments and mercies to remain for the ſatisfaction of ſucceed- 
ing generations, | 

The rod of Aaron was preſerved in the ark, or laid up by 
it, for a number of years, and certainly was to be een, 
at the time Moſes wrote his hiſtory, 

The people were ſo aftetted with this laſt miracle, that 
they fell from preſumption to deſpair, and expreſſed appre- 
henſions that if they approached the Tabernacle they ſhould 
die; not conſidering, that thoſe who periſhed, brought de— 
ſtruction on themſeives, excepting indeed the children of the 
men who were ſwallowed up alive; but we muſt remember, 
that they would have been in a very helpleſs ſituation, had 
they turvived their parents; and as they died zrzrocent, there 
is no doubt but Divine goodneſs removed them to a happier 
date. 


5 & ki > he 


Moszks AND AARON DIiSOBEY Gop. 


HEN came the children of Iſrael, even the 
whole congregation into the deſert of Zin, in 
the firſt month: and the people abode in Kadeſh; 
and Miriam died there, ahd was buried there, 

And there was no water for the congregation; and 
they gathered themſelves together againſt Moſes, and 
. againſt Aaron. 

And the people chode with Moſes, and ſpake, ſay- 
ing, Would Gop that we had died when our bre- 
thren died before the Loo. 8 

And why have ye brought up the congregation of 
the Lob into this wilderneſs, that we and our cattle 
{hould die there ? & 

| + D 2 | And 


THE DISOBEDIENCE OF MOSES, 


And wherefore have ye made us to come up out 
of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is 
no place of feed, of figs, of vines, or of pomegranates, 
neither is there any water to drink. 

And Moſes and Aaron went from the preſence of 
the aſſembly, unto the door of the "Tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they fell upon their faces : and the 
glory of the LozD appeared unto them. 

And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Take 
the rod, and gather thou the aſſembly together, thou 
and Aaron thy brother, and ſpeak ye unto the rock be- 
fore their eyes, and it ſhall give forth his water, and 
thou ſhalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: 
ſo thou ſhalt give the congregation, and their beaſts 
drink. | 

And Moſes took the rod from before the Lox D, as 
he commanded him. 

And Moſes and Aaron gathered the congregation 
together before the rock, and he ſaid unto them, 
Hear, now, ye rebels; muſt we fetch you water out 


| of this rock ? 


Ard Moſes lift up his hand, and with his rod he 
ſmote the rock twice: and the water came out abun- 
dantly, and the congregation drank, and theit beaſts 
—_— Foote 

And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, Be- 
cauſe ye believed me not, to ſanctify me in the eyes 
of the children of Iſrael ; therefore ye ſhall not bring 
this congregation into the land which I have given 
them. | 


This 


THE DISOBEDIENCE OF MOSES. 5; 
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This is the water of Meribah, becauſe the children 
of Iſrael ſtrove with the Lox D: and he was fanc- 
tified in them. 


ANNOTATIONS axDd REFLECTIONS. 


It was now the fortieth year after the departure of the 


Iſraelites out of the land of Egypt; and they were once more 


drawing towards the land of promiſe. They abode in Kadeſh, 
not Kadeſh-Barnea, which was on the borders of Canaan ; 
but another Kadeſh, on the confines of Edom; farther of 
from the land of Canaan, but in the way to it from the Red- 

fea, to which they had been hurried back. 

The greateſt number of thoſe perſons, who came out of the 
land of Egypt, were dead; we are therefore to conſider this, 
and the ſucceeding part of the hiſtory, as relating to the next 
generation, (their children) to whom the Lord had tranſ- 
terred the inheritance of the promiſed land, of which he was 
about to put them in poſſeſſion. 

It is moſt likely, that the Iſraelites had for ſome time been 
ſupplied with water by natural means; but no ſooner did they 
meet with inconvenience from the want of it, than the ſpirit 
of their forefathers brake forth in murmurings againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, which they carried to ſuch a deſperate height as 
even to take arms againit them, It was in vain to remon- 
ſtrate; for a mad, ſeditious multitude, will never liſten to 
the voice of reaſon, Moſes and Aaron did right, in going 
to the Tabernacle to implore the protection of the Lord, 
who was ever ready to appear to maintain their cauſe, _ 

It was the duty of Moſes and Aaron, as the Miniſters of 
God, to follow the Divine commands with the exacteſt 
punctuality ; but, inſtead of ſpeaking to the rock in the name 
of the LoxD, Moſes fAruck it. This action had a direct ten- 

| D 3 dency 
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dency to diſhonour God in the eyes of the people; for Moſe; 
did not even mention His Holy Name, but ſeemed deſfirou: - 
to take the glory to himſelf and his brother, —Muft we fetch 
Tvater out of this rock, ye rebels? and Aaron appears to have 
agreed with him in ſentiment ; and, we find, that they not 
only diſobeyed the commands of the Lorp, but, on thi: 
occaſion, diſbelieved His promiſes. Perhaps Moſes and 
Aaron imagined they ſhould never obtain the reſt they had 
lived in expectation of finding in the land of Canaan: of this 
we may be certain, that both their thoughts and actions 
were very ſinful, or the LoRD would not have puniſhed 
them ſo ſeverely, Moſes, who relates the tranſaction, does 
not attempt to exculpate himfelf, and makes no complain: 
of injuſtice done him, but, with his uſual meekneſs, yeilded 
to the Divine will, and reſolved to regulate his future con- 
duct, by a ſteadfaſt regard to the honour of Gop; and ws 
may be certain, that the Almighty recompenced him for his 
diſappointment of an earthly Canaan, by hopes of a better 
reſt in a world to come, or he could not have ſuſtained him- 
{elf as he did, in a variety of ſubſequent trials. Had the 
Loxp paſſed over this offence, it would have ſhewed Him 
to be a reſpecter of perſons*, which the Scripture aſſures us 
He is not. | | 
In this part of Sacred Hiſtory ve have a very affecting in- 
Nance of the weakneſs of human nature, which ſhould teach 
us to have a conſtant guard on our own hearts. If thoſe 
faithful ſervants, Moſes and Aaron, who made the law of 
 Gop the general rule of their actions, erred in ſome parti- 
cular inſtances, to what a height of wickedneſs will thoſe ar. 
rive, who totally diſregard it? - 


* Acts X. 34» 


SUPP LE- 


L 55 J 


FFC 


For a number of years, the Iſraelites moved about from 
place to place in the deſarts of Arabia, but chiefly about the 
mountains of Idumea, till almoſt all that generation of men, 
which came out of Egypt, were dead: at length the camp 
came to Kadeſh in the wilderneſs of Zinz and Miriam died 
and was buried there, 

While they remained in this place, Moſes ſent meſſengers 
unto the King ef Edom, entreating that he would conſider 
the Iſraelites as brethren, and permit them to pals through 
his land; aſſuring him, that the people would do no kind of 
injury to the fields and vineyards, or commit any hoſtilities, 
but march quietly along the king's highway, till they had 
paſſed the borders of Edom. This meſſage Moſes ſent in 
conſequence of a command which he had received from the 
Lokp, who, having deſtined Mount Seir as a poſleſſeſſion to 
the deſcendants of Eſau, would not permit the deſcendants 
of Jacob to ſupplant them. 

The King of Edom, fo far from complying with the hum- 
ble requeſt of Moſes, came out againſt the Iſraelites witi a 
powerful army; on which the latter, agreeably to the will 
of Gop, took another route, and ſoon after encamped at 
mount Hor, not far from the borders of Edom. By thus 
oppoſing the Iſraelites, the Edomites ſhewed, that the old 


enmity of Eſau to Jacob was tranſmitted to their poſterity.— 


The time was not yet come, at which the deſcendants of the 
elder were to ſerve the younger“; and therefore the Iſraclite? 
were enjoined not to annoy the Edomites, 


Gen. XXV. 23. 
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THE DEATH OF AARON. 


When they were ſettled in mount Hor, the Lorp cave 
notice to Aaron of his approaching death, informing him, 
that, on account of his late diſobedience, he ſhould not en- 
ter into the land of Canaan; and ſoon after commanded 
Notes to take him and Eleazar his ſon to the top of th: 
mount, and there to ſtrip Aaron of his prieſtly garments, 
and put them on Eleazar his fon, Moſes accordingly went 
up the mountain with Aaron and Eleazar, in the ſight of the 
whole congregation, and did as the Lorp-required; and 
Aaron died on mount Hor, The loſs of their High Priel. 
was a great affliction to the people, and they bewailed his 
death, with the utval ſolemnities, for thirty days. Aaron 
was buried by Eleazar his fon in ſome cave on mount Hor ; 
but the place of his interment was kept from the knowledge 
of the Iſraelites; perhaps from an apprehenſion that, in at- 
ter ages, they might pay ſome ſuperſtitious worſhip to him ; 
or probably to prevent his remains from being removed by 
the Arabians, among whom they then dwelt. Aaron was 
an hundred and twenty-three years. old when he died on 
mount Hor. 

It muſt have been a very painful and affecting office to 
Moſes to {trip his beloved brother of the ſacred veſtments, 
and afterwards to witneſs his death, and aſſiſt in his inter- 
ment; and we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe, that the Loxd Gon, 
gracious and merciful, would call him to ſuch a trial, with. 
out ſupporting his mind under it, by aTurances that he ſhould 
meet Aaron again in a better world; neither could Aaron 
have gone through the awful ſolemnity of reſigning the 
prieſthood and his life, with calmneſs and reſignation, if he 
had been devoid of ſimilar expectations; for theſe are the 
only comforts that can poſſibly reconcile the mind to ap- 

ö | proachin:, 


AARON's CHARACTER. 35 


proaching death, and the loſs of beloved friends :—ſup- 
ported by theſe, the departing ſpirit looks forward to the 
joys of futurity ; and the ſurviving mourner ſubmits with- 
out repining to the will of Heaven, 

Aaron, on the whole, acquitted himſelf in the holy office, 
to which he was appointed by Gop, with great propriety ; 
for excepting in the matter of the golden calt, when he ſuf- 
tered his inclination to be over-ruled by the idolaters, and 
in the inſtance of diſpelieving the LonD's promiſe, when 
Moles ſtruck the rock, we. read of no act of ditobedience 
that he was cuilty of. The Author of the book Eccleſi- 


TI 


aſticus bears honourable teſtimony to his character; and 


teaches us to venerate his memory, as one who was choſen 
3 


by Divine * command out of all men living to offer ſacri- 
fices to the LoRD, incenſe and a ſweet ſavour, and to make 
reconciliation tor his people. How mercitul was the LoRp, 
in continuing the prieſthood and ſacrifices, even after the 
nation had ſo highly offended Him. By this means every in- 
dividual, who compoſed the gencration He in His juſt an- 
ger excluded from Canaan, had an opportunity of expreſſing 
their repentance, and of being reconciled to their Gop, ſo 
as to obtain an intereſt in, and through His inhmte mercy, 
topartakeof the promiſes of an eternal inheritance , to be ful- 
filled after the Mediator of the new Covenant ſhould have 
made atonement tor the ſins of the whole world. 


* Fecluſ,, xlv. + Heb. ix. 15. 
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TE BRAZEN SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESs. 


AE when King Arad the Canaanite, which 
 @& dwelt in the ſouth, heard tell that Iſrael came 
Ds by 
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by the way of the ſpies; then he fought again? Iſrael, 
and took ſome of them priſoners, 

And Iſrael vowed a vow unto the LorD, and ſaid, 
If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, 
then I will utterly deſtroy their cities, 

And the Lonp hearkened unto the voice of Iſrael, 
and delivered up the Canaanites: and they utterly 
deſtroyed them and their cities : and he called the name 
of the place Hormah. 

And they journeyed from mount Hor, by the way 
of the Red Sea, to compaſs the land of Edom: and 
the ſoul of the people was much diſcouraged becauſe of 
the way. 

And the people ſpake againſt Gor, and againſt 
Moſes. Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderneſs? for there is no bread, 
neither is there any water: and our ſoul loatheth this 
light bread. 

And the Lonv ſent fiery ſerpents among the people: 
and they bit the Pye and much people of Iſrael 
clied. 

Therefore the people came to Moſes and ſaid, We 
have finned, for we have ſpoken againſt the Lokp, 
and againſt thee; pray unto the LoRD, that he take 
away the ſerpents from us: And Moſes prayed for the 
people. 

And the Lonn faid unto Moſes, Make thee a fiery 
ſerpent, and ſet it upon a pole: and it ſhall come to 
paſs, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 


upon it, ſhall live, , 
n 
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And Moſes made a ſerpent of braſs, and put it upon 
a pole: and it came to paſs, that if a ſerpent had bit- 


ten any man, when he beheld the ſerpent of braſs, he 
lived. | 


ANNOTATIONS ARD REFLECTIONS. 


Though it was thirty-eight years ſince the ſpies were ſent 
into the land of Canaan, the remembrance of them remain- 
ed; and, without doubt, the inhabitants had been, from that 
time, ſuſpicious that an attack would be made on them by the 
Iſraelites : they therefore immediately took the alarm, when 
they found that the people advanced by the very road the 
ſpies had taken, and it appeared neceſſary to repulſe them 
in time. Moſt likely, it was to try the faith of the Iſrael- 
ites, that ſome of them were permitted to fall into the hands 
of Arad; and to ſhew them, that humility and repentance 
would reſtore them to the favour ef Gov, he blefſed them 
with ſucceſs, when they addreſſed themſelves to him as be- 
came their condition, 

The wilderneſs, through which the people were at that 
time paſſing, was greatly infeſted with winged ſerpents, very 


venomous creatures, whoſe bite occaſioned a pain like the 


buraing of fire, which generally proved mortal. The great 
CREATOR, who has power over all the works of his hands, 
reſtrained them from hurting His people, till they became 
quite inſenſible of His mercies ; and then He ſent theſe ſer- 


pents to ſting them, as a judgment upon them; but as ſocn 


as they confeſſed their ſin, He had compaſſion on them, and 


appointed a mean by which they might teltify their faith, 


and be preſerved from the dreadful effects of this viſitation. 
The very extraordinary method which Gop took to relieve 


the people, ſhewed, that their recovery was His work.— 
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It was not by the application of herb or mollifying plaiſter, 
that they were reſtored to health; neither were they ſaved 
by the thing that they ſaw, but by Him who is the ſaviour 
of all“. — The brazen ſerpent was a ſign of ſalvation, to 
put them in mind of the Covenant of Gop. His adopted 
ſons were chaſtiſed for their ſins, that they might remember 
His commands 5 but when they turned unto their Gop with 
repentance and faith, the teeth even of venomous ſerpents 
could not deſtroy them; for His mercy was ever over them, 
and they were quickly ſaved. 

We are taught by our Loxp Himſelf, to conſider the bra- 
zen ſerpent as a type of the Saviour of the world. As 
Moſes lifted up the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, (ſaid 
He) ſo mult the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoſoever 
believeth in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
6 

How frequently does it happen, that Chriſtians, who are 
taught to conſider themſelves as journeying to. a place of 
everlaſting reſt, are diſcouraged by the difficulties they meet 
with in the way ?—Sometimes they are even tempted to 
murmur againſt Providence, and to deſpiſe and undervalue- 
the bleſſings which are actually in their poſſeſſion, becauſe 
they have not every thing they deſire. In mercy to them, 
the Lo RD ſends chaſtiſements upon them, to awaken their 
minds to a ſenſe of their duty. They confeſs their fin, and 
G0D takes compaſſion on them; but He does not clear the 
guilty .- They muſt, therefore, look up to the Croſs of 5 
CaR1sT for pardon:—the blood, which was ſhed on that, 
has made atonement for the ſins of the whole world; and 
nothing farther is required to ſecure the ſalvation of each in- 
dividual, but their own ſincere repentance, and a lively 
faith in God's mercy through CRRISTr. 


+ John iii. 14, 15. t Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
SUPPLE- 
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The Iſraelites continued their marches between the coun. 
tries of Moab and Ammon, without committing any hoſti- 
lities; for ſuch was the will of the LoRDU. As they were 
now become patient, Gop was pleaſed to afford them a mi- 
raculous ſupply of water from the ſandy ground : at length 
they came to the country of the Ammorites; from hence 
Moſes ſent ambatſadors to Sihon their king, demanding a 
paſlage through his dominions, and offering to pay for the 
ſupplies he and his people ſhould afford to the Iſraelites, 
without giving him the leaſt diſturbance : but Sihon refuſed, 
and immediately collected his forces together, to oppoſe the 
Iſraelites. A battle enſued, and the Iſraclites obtained a 
complete victory, ſeized on the country, and killed the king 
and all the inhabitants. Soon after this, Og the king of Ba- 
ſhan, a man of gigantic ſize, in attempting to obſtruct their 
paſſage, underwent the ſame fate; for the Iſraelites took 
poſſeſſion of his country, and utterly deſtroyed the inhabi- 
tants, reſerving only the cattle and ſpoil of the cities for 
themſelves, | 

We may be certain, that theſe kings and their ſubjects 
were very impious wicked people, or the LoxD would not 
have permitted the Iſraelites to cut them off, — Gop doubt- 
leſs knew that they would refuſe Moſes the peaceable terms 
he offered ; but permitted him to propoſe them, perhaps 
partly to fatisfy his own mind, and partly to ſhew that they 


deſerved the fate to which they were condemned by Divine 
juſtice. as 
When the Loxp made a Covenant with Abraham, to 
give to his poſterity the country of the Amorites, &c. He 
told him, that they would not be put into poſſeſſion of it, 
till the expiration of four hundred years“; and gave for a 
| * See Section 17. 
| reaſon 
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reaſon for this delay, that the iniquiry of the Amorites wwas 
not yet full; that is to ſay, that the Amorites had not at- 
tained ſuch a height of wickedneſs, as to provoke Him to 
cut them off from the face of the earth: —we may therefore 
conclude, hat when the Iſraelites were allowed to extirpate 
them, the iniquity of the Amorites awas full, and that the 
former were the inſtruments of Divine vengeance againſt 
them. The Iſraelites had an hereditary right to the land of 
the Amorites, after their extirpation, in virtue of the Di- 
vine grant made to Abraham; and their being put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, was a proof of the truth of Gop's promiſes. 


SECT: It; 


BALAK KING of Moan, SENDETH FOR THE 
PROPHRET BALAAM TO CURSE ln. 


AE D the children of Iſrael ſet forward, and pitched 

in the plains of Moab, on this fide Jordan by 
Jericho. 

And Balak the fon of Zippor faw all that Iſrael had 
done to the Amorites. 

And Moab was fore afraid of the 3 becauſe 
they were many: and Moab was diſtreſſed becauſe of 
the children of Iſrael. 

And Moab ſaid unto the elders of Midian, Now 
ſhall this company lick up all that are round about us, 
as the ox licketh up the graſs of the field. And Balak. 
the ſon of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that 
time, 

He 
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He ſent meſſengers therefore unto Balaam the ſon 
of Beor, to Pethor, which is by the river of the land 
of the children of his people, to call him, ſaying, Be- 
hold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and * abide over 
againſt me. 

Come now therefore, I pray thee, curſe me this 
people, for they are too mighty for me: peradventure 
I ſhall prevail, that we may ſmite them, and that ! 
may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he 
whom thou bleſſeſt, is bleſſed, and he whom thou 
curſeſt, is curſed. 

And the elders of Moab, and the elders of Midian 
departed, with the rewards of divination in their hand; 
and they came unto Balaam, and ſpake unto him the 
words of Balak. 

And he faid unto them, Lodge here this night, and 
I will bring you word again as the Loxp ſhall ſpeak 
unto me. And the princes of Moab abode with Ba- 
laam. „ 

And Gop came unto Balaam, and ſaid, What men 
are theſe with thee ? : 

And Balaam faid unto Gop, Balak the fon of Zip- 
por, king of Moab hath ſent unto me, ſaying, Behold, 
there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth 
the face of the earth: come now, curſe me them; per- 

adventure I ſhall be able to overcome them, and drive 
them out, 

And Gop ſaid unto Balaam, Thou ſhalt not go 
with them, thou ſhalt not curie the people: for they 


are bleſſc d. e 
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And Balaam roſe up in the morning, and faid unto 
the princes of Balak, Get ye into your land: for the 
LoRD refuſeth to give me leave to go with you. 

And the princes of Moab roſe up and they went 
unto Balak, and faid, Balaam refuſeth to come with 
us. 

And Balak ſent yet again princes, more, and more 
honourable than they. 

And they came to Balaam, and faid to him, Thus 
faith Balak the ſon of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray 
thee, hinder thee from coming unto me. 

For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and 
I will do whatſoever thou fayeſt unto me. Come 
therefore, I pray thee, curſe me this people. 

And Balaam anſwered and faid unto the ſervants of 
Balak, If Balak would give me his houſe full of filver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the LoRD 
my God, to do leſs or more. 

Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye alſo here this 
night, that I may know what the Loap will ſay unto 
me more, 

And Gop came unto Balazm at night, and ſaic 
_ unto him, If the men come to call thee, riſe up and go 
with them; but yet the word which I ſhall wy 1 unto 
thee, that ſhalt thou do. 

And Balaam roſe up in the morning, and ſaddled 
his aſs, and went with the princes of Moab, 

And Gop's anger was kindled becauſe he went: 
and the angel of the LORD ſtood in the way, for an ad- 
verſary 
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verſary againſt him. Now he was riding upon his aſs, 
and his two ſervants were with him. 

And the aſs ſaw the angel of the Lorxp ſtanding in 
the way, and his ſword drawn in his hand: and the aſs 
turned aſide out of the way, and went into the field. 
And Balaam ſmote the aſs to turn her into the way. 

But the angel of the Lox p ſtood in a path of the vi- 
neyards, a wall being on this ſide, and a wall on that 
ſide. 5 

And when the aſs ſaw the angel of the Lokp ſhe 
thurſt herſelf unto the wall, and cruſhed Balaam's foot 
againſt the wall. And he ſmote her again. 

And the angel of the LoRD went further, and ſtood 
in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the leſt. | 

And when the aſs ſaw the angel of the Lozp, ſhe 
fell down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger was 
kind!ed, and he ſmote the aſs with a ſtaff. 

nd the LoRD opened the mouth of the aſs, and ſhe 
iaid unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that 

thou haſt ſmitten me theſe three times? 

And Balaam ſaid unto the aſs, Becauſe thou haſt 
mocked me : I would there were a ſword in mine hand; 
tor now would I kill thee. 

And the aſs ſaid unto Balaam, Am not I thine aſs 
upon which thou haſt ridden ever ſince I was thine 
unto this day? was I ever wont to do ſo unto thee? 
and * ſaid, Nay. : 


Then 
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Then the LoRp opened the eyes of Balaam, and 
he ſaw the angel ofthe Lok p ſtanding in the way, and 
his ſword drawn in his hand : and he bowed down his 
head, and fell flat on his face, 

And the angel of the Lok po ſaid unto him, Where- 
fore haſt thou ſmitten thine aſs theſe three times? be- 
hold I went out to withſtand thee, becauſe thy way is 
perverſe before me. 

And the aſs ſaw me, and turned from me theſe 
three times: unleſs ſhe had turned from me, ſurely 
now alſo I had flain thee, and ſaved her alive. 

And Balaam faid unto the angel of the Lonp, I 
have ſinned ; for I knew not that thou ſtoodeſt in the 
way againſt me; now therefore if it diſpleaſe thee, I 
will get me back again. 

And the angel of the Loxp faid unto Balea Go 
with the men: but only the word that I ſhall ſpeak 
unto thee, that thou ſhalt ſpeak. So Balaam went 
with the princes of Balak. 

And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, 
he went out to meet him, unto a city of Moab, 
which is in the border of Arnon, which 1 is in the 
utmoſt- coalc, 

And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, Did I not ety 
ſend unto thee, to call thee ; wherefore cameſt thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee 
to honour ? N | 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, Lo, I: am come un- 
to thee: have [ now any power at all to ſay any 

thing! ? 
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thing? the word that Gop putteth in my mouth, 
that ſhall I ſpeak. 


And Balaam went with Balak, and they came 
unto Kirjath-huzoth. 


And Balak offered oxen and ſheep, and ſent to 
Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The Moabites were deſcended from Moah one of the ſons 
vt Lot. They retained the worſhip of the true Gop among 
them till the time of Moſes, but had corrupted their religion 
by mixing the worſhip of idols with it ; they paid adoration 
in particular to Baal-Peor, ſuppoſed by ſome to be an iinage 
of the Sun, but more probably deſigned as a repreſentative 
of the SUPREME BEING; for Baal ſignifies Lok p, Peor the 
place where his temple was. | 

The Midianites (as we have before obſerved) deſcended 
from one of the ſons of Abraham, by his wife Keturah. 
Ve find from the ſcriptures, that, in the days of Moſes, ſa- 
erifices were offered to the LoD Gov in the ſouthern parts 
of Midian for Jethro was prieſt there, but in the northern 
territories all kinds of abominations were practiced. 

The Midianites were very numerous, ſometimes they mixed 
with the Iſhmaelites,* and at others united with the Moa- 
bites; ſome of them were ſhepherds, who moved their tents, 
and drove their cattle before them, even in times of war ; 
others were merchants who acquired immenſe riches; and 
by exchanging their gold and jewels, with their brethren, 
for flocks and herds, enriched them alſo. 

Moſes had received no commiſſion to attack either the Mo 
abites or the Midianites, and therefore would not have mo- 


„ See Section 86. 
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leſted them; but it appears that theſe two nations had great 
dread of the Iſraelites. 

It was a ſuperſtitious cuſtom in uſe amongſt the *heathens, 
to preſent gifts to magicians for pronouncing curſes on their 
enemies in the names of their idols at the beginning of a war, 
which they thought would inſure them victory. All nations 
had heard of the -wonders performed by the God of Iſrael; 
and it ſeems, that Balaam was a Prophet, who had on ſome 
occaſions been inſpired by the LoRD, to utter predictions 
which had been remarkably accompliſhed. Balak therefore 
thought, that if Balaam could be induced to invoke his GOD 
to curſe Iſrael, that people would be intimidated from mo- 
leſting the Moabites, and would depart in ſearch of other 
conqueſts ; or that the Loxy Himſelf might be prevailed on 
to alliſt that nation whoſe cauſe His Prophet eſpouſed, Balaan 
was a very covetous man, and was tempted by theſe re- 


wards to deſire to curſe thoſe, who he knew were Gop's pe- 


culiar people; and inſtead of diſmiſſing the meſſengers ot 
Balak with aſſurances, that the PRoPpAEtT of the Hory Gop 
deſpiſed all worldly riches and honours, he enquired of the 
LoRD; which in the preſent caſe was very impious, becauſe 
Gop's purpoſes, in reſpect to Iſrael, had been already re- 
vealed ; and Balaam well knew that unleſs they provoked their 
Heavenly Kino by diſobedience, no nation could prevail 


againſt them. 


It is evident that Balaam regretted his having been for- 
bidden to go to Balak, for when other meſſengers were 
ſent, he diſcovered a ſtrong inclination to attend them, 
notwithſtanding the LozD's former interdiftion, Though it 
was not the Divine Will that he ſhould go, ar the firfl, the 
Lox permitted him to accompany the meſſengers the ſe- 


cond time, commanding him, however, to ſpeak thoſe words 


only that He ſhould put in his mouth. Balaam ought there- 


* Pattick's Commentaries» 
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ſore to have immediately laid aſide all mercenary views, 
and to have reſolved to perform the office of a prophet v1/. 
lingly, but he loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs *, and de- 
termined to gain them if poſſible : he accordingly ſet off on 
his journey, and, it is likely, revolved in his mind as he 
rode along, how he ſhould turn to his own profit the Di- 
vine Revelation he expected to receive on his arrival in the 
land of Moab. Gon, it is true, commanded him to go 
with the meſſengers of Balak, but not to curſe Iiuel, yet 
this was Balaam's purpoſe, and therefore the LokRp's anger 
oa kindled becauſe he went. 

Balaam ſeems to have been one of that kind of men, who 
have no regard to the feelings of the brute creation, The text 
ſays, that he went with the princes of Moab ; but we find, 
that he was afterwards attended only by two of his own ſer- 
vants; therefore, it is not unlikely, that, impaticnt to ac- 
compliſh his journey, he got before them, and urged his aſs 


to make greater ſpecd than was conſiſtent with the nature or 


{o flow an animal; and that he would have gone on till he had 
ridden her to death; for we cannot ſuppoſe, that the Ange? 
of the Lo RD would have raiſed terror, in a creature which 
was undoubtedly the object of Divine compallion, but with a 
view to the preſervation of its life. 


This poor aſs was an old and ſteady ſervant ; ſo that when 


the turned aſide into a field, he might have ſuppoſed there 


was ſome extraordinary cauſe for her quitting the road; 
and he ſhould have tried to get her back by gentle means; 
inſtead of this, he had recourſe to blows; and the more her 
terror increaſed, the greater was his rage and cruelty toward? 
this poor creature, which had carried him with eaſe and ſafety 
many a fatiguing journey, and which had never before been 
diſobedient to his will. Nay, to ſuch an extreme did he ſuffer 
his anger to riſe, that he was not even affected with the un- 
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common circumſtance of her ſpeaking to him, —The reply 
which Balaam made to his aſs, when ſhe firſt addreſſed him, 
was a very fooliſh one; for in what could a creature, hitherto 
dumb, have mocked him? How barbarous was his wiſh, that 
he had a ſword in his hand to kill her! There was ſome- 
thing extremely pathetic in her ſubſequent expoſtulation; and 
the Lo RD directed it to his heart, and his awakened conſcience 
acknowledged the juſtice of the remonſtrance which the aſs had 
uttered. —It was now Balaam's turn to feel the terror he would 


not pity. What muſt have been his remorſe, when he found, 


that, by turning out of the road, the aſs had ſaved his life? 
He now perceived, that not only his covezoyſneſs but his cru- 
ety was diſpleaſing to the Lord; and offered to forego his 
wicked purpoſe of gaining the proferred rewards from the 
King of Moab, but the Lo RD commanded him to purſue his 
journey, and again repeated his injunction, to ſpeak the words 
of Divine inſpiration only. 

It ſeems that when Balaam arrived in Moab, his mind re- 
tained thoſe impreſſions which the Divine viſton was calcu- 
lated to make on it, —He feared to offend the Lo RD; and he 
candidly declared to Balak, that he had no power of himſelf 
to do any thing in the affair, which that monarch had ſo greatly 


at heart; but he was ſtill loth entirely to relinquiſh the pro- 


miſed recompenſe, therefore went with Balak; and, it is ſup- 
poſed, inſtrutted him in the mode of ſacrificing to the Gop cf 
Iſrael, in hopes that the Lokp might become propitious to 
Moab, and comply with the king's deſire. 

It is needleſs to fay, that, as a prophet of the true Gon, 
Balaam acted a very wicked part; but as many people in the 
world ſuppoſe the animal creation to be abandoned entirely to 
their will, it may be proper to remark, that his behaviour to 


his aſs was deemed ſinful. —Surely the reflection that Gon 


obſerves our treatment of brutes, and that he once publicly 
8 the cauſe of a creature, which 1s regarded as one of 
the 


al 
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the moſt deſpicable in the creation, ſhould reſtrain us from 
riding or driving any beyond their natural ſtrength—ſhould 
induce us to conſider the great utility of beaſts, and incline 
us to exerciſe patience towards them, and make allowances 
for their want of ſpeech and reaſon. —W hat Balaam's aſs ſaid 
to him, might with ſtrict propriety be addreſſed to many an 
inhuman rider and driver, by their injured animals; but, 
alas, beaſts are dumb: and their owners void of humanity! 
May it then be the endeavour of all thoſe, who are entruſted 
with the education of children, to impreſs their infant minds 


with ideas of the uſefulneſs of brutes, and with a ſenſe of the 
duty of mercy towards them, 


S EI. XIII. 


BALAAM AND BALAK OFFER SACRIFICES—PB As 


LAAM BY God's COMMAND BLESSETH LIs- 
RAEI, 


\ ND it came to paſs on the morrow, that Ba- 


lak took Balaam and brought him up into the 


high places of Baal, that thence he might ſee the ut- 


moſt part of the people. | 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, build me here ſeven 
altars, and prepare me here ſeven oxen, and ſeven 
rams, | „ 

And Balak did as Balaam had ſpoken; and Balak 


and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a 
ram. | 7 : 


And Balaam faid unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt- 
offering, and I will go; peradventure the LOoRD will 


COme 


— — —— — 
La 
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come to meet me, and whatſoever he ſheweth me, I 
will tell thee. And he went to an high place. 

And Gop met Balaam; and he faid unto him, I 
have prepared ſeven altars, and I have offered upon 
every altar a bullock and a ram. 

And the LorD put a word in Balaam's mouth, 
and faid, Return unto Balak, and thus thou ſhalt 
ſpeak. 

And he returned unto him, and lo, he ſtood by 
his burnt-ſacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab. 

And he took his parable, and ſaid Balak the king 
of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the 
mountains of the eaſt, ſaying, Come, curſe me Ja- 
cob, and come, defy Iſrael. 

How ſhall I curſe, whom Gop hath not curſed ? 
or how thall I defy, whom the Lozxp hath not defied ?. 

For from the top of the rocks I fee him, and from 
the hills I behold him; lo, the people ſhall dwell 
alone and ſhall not be reckoned among the nations. 

Who can count the duſt of Jacob, and the num- 
ber of the fourth part of Ifrael ? Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my laſt end be like his! 

And Balak faid unto Balaam, what haſt thou done 
unto me? T took thee to curle mine enemies, and 
_ behold thou haſt bleſſed them altogether, 

And Balaam anſwered and ſaid, Muſt I not takeheed 
toſpeak that which the Loxphath put in my mouth? 
And Balak ſaid unto him, Come pray thee, with 
me unto another place, from whence thou mayeſi 

| ee 
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ſee them: thou ſhalt ſee but the utmoſt part of them 
and ſhalt not ſee them all: and curſe me them 
from thence. 

And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to 
the top of Piſgah, and built ſeven altars, and offered a 
bullock and a ram on every altar, _ 

And he faid unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt- 
offering, while I meet the LoR D yonder, 

And the Loxp met Balaam, and pat a word in his 
mouth, and ſaid, Go again unto Balak, and ſay 

thus. 
And when he came to him, behold, he ſtood by 
his burnt-offering, and the princes of Moab with 
him. And Balak aid unto him, hat hath the 
Lord ſpoken ? | 

And he took up his parable, and aid, Riſe up Be 


Aa 


lak, and hear; hearken unto me, thou fon of 2 p- 
por: 

God is not a man, that he ſhould lie; neither the 
ſon of man, that he ſhould repent: hath he ſaid, and 
ſhall he not do jt? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not 
make it good! 

Behold, I have received commandment to bleſs; 
and he hath bleſſed : and I cannot reverſe it. 428 
He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath 
he ſeen perverſeneſs in Iſrael: the Lord his Gop is 
with him, and the ſhout of a king is among them. 

Gop brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it 
were, the ſtrength of an unicorn. 

Yor. .. K Siurely 


FA 
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Surely there is no inchantment againſt Jacob, nei- 
ther is there any divination againſt Iſrael: according 
to this time it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of Iſrael, 
What hath Gop wrought ? 

Behold, the people ſhall riſe up as a great lion, and 
lift up himſelf as a young lion: he ſhall not lie down 
until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the 


ſlain. 

And Balak ſaid unto Balaam, Neither curſe them 
at all, nor bleſs them at all. 

But Balaam anſwered and ſaid unto Balak, Told 
not I thee, ſaying, All that the Lok p ſpeaketh, that 
I muſt do? 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It may reaſonably be inferred, from the numerous ſacri- 
fices which Balaam directed Balak to offer, that he enter- 
tained hopes of drawing the favour of the Lord from the 
Irachtes to the Moabites ; but it pleaſed God to diſappoint 
the unjuſt deſigns of the king, and the mercenary views of 
the prophet. 

Ihe expreſſion, Balaam took up his parable, ſignifies, that 
he ſpake with uncommon force and energy, in folemn ma- 
jeſtic language. Balaam certainly had, at this time, a ſtrong 
Divine impulſe on him: the power of the Lok, which 
had lately been diſplayed in enabling an animal, naturally 
dumb, to ſpeak diſtinct words, and hold rational converſe, 
was now exhibited in obliging him to ſpeak againſt his incli- 
nation, in favour of Iſrael ; which, if properly conſidered, 
was as great a miracle as the former, and ſuch as none but 
He, who created the organs of ſpeech, could have effected. 

The 
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The unfaithful prophet was made ſenſible, and compelled to 
confeſs, that it was in vain to oppoſe the Divine will: it was 
made known through him, that, under the guidance and 
protection of the LoD, the nation which (for the ſake of a 
paltry reward) he wifhed to cr/e, ſhould be ſeparated from 
all other nations, and would multiply and proſper upon 
earth, to an aſtoniſhing degree; and not only ſo, but that the 
righteous among them would enjoy hopes of a felicity beyond 
the grave, which would diſarm death of its terrors, 

It is evident, that Balaam had a deſire to curſe Iſrael ; 
and that he thought it pollible to conciliate the favour of 
the Lo RD towards the Moabites, by repeated ſacrifices ; for 
when he returned to Balak the ſecond time, he was inſpired 
to inform him, that God was unchangeable in his Divine 
counſels, and not to be diverted from his purpoſes, like va- 
riable man; which implies, that they had both entertained 
a different idea of the DsrTy, 

It ſeems ſtrange, that Balaam ſhould ſay by Divine inſpi- 
ration, that Gop had not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither had 
He fecn perverſencſs in Iſrar!; when it appears, from the pre- 
ceding part of the hiſtory, that the Iſraelites were remarkable 
for their rebellious diſpoſition. The meaning appears to be, 
that, as a nation, they had not arrived at ſuch a degree of 
wickedneſs, as to provoke Gov to curſe them, or give them 
up as a prey to their enemies; on the contrary, the Loxp 
Gop Himſelf vouchſafed to dwell among them as their 
Kix, and did not approve of enchantments and divina- 
tions being employed againſt them. 

The ſubſequent part of the prophecy foreto!d the future 
conqueſts of the Iſraclites. The king of Moab, fearful that 
he ſhould hear a prediction againſt his own nation in parti- 
cular, interrupted the prophet, and for a time reli nquiſhed. 
his deſign. 

What Balaam e ts, the worldly proſperity 
of the TION was remarkably fulfilled, as we ſhall read 

E 2. 1:2 
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in the future part of the hiſtory; from whence we may 
infer, that the death of the righteous among them was attended 
with comfortable hopes reſpecting futurity ; for the prophet, 
who ſpake by Divine inſpiration, ſeems to have envied them 
for the latter, rather than the former. 

How dreadful muſt be the death-bed of a man, who has 
lived in a conſtant courſe of wickedneſs. *© Imagination 
cannot furniſh ideas ſtrong enough to deſcribe the mitery of 
a ſinner, who is expiring with all his ſenſes about him— 
looking back on his paſt life with unavailing remorſe— 
looking forward to eternity with the expectation of intole. 
rable torments.— How different is the condition of him, who, 
in his laſt hours, has the approbation of his own conſcience, 
and the inward conſolations of the Holy Spirit, He regards 
death as the gate of life—He waits with patience and tran- 
quility for that ſummons, which, he truſts and believes, 
will call him to perpetual joys—will introduce him to the 
preſence of His Gop and SAviouR, and reſtore him to the 
{ociety of thoſe dear relatives, who are either gone before to 
their heavenly reſt, or who, after their pilgrimage on earth 
is finiſhed, will join him in the bleſt abodes,”” 

From this ſlight view. of the different conditions of the 
wicked and the righteous at the hour of death, an hour 


which will come to all, who would not join in Balaam's with, 


Let me die the death of the righteouſneſs, and let my latter end 


be like his If ſuch is really our ardent deſire, let us endea- 


vour zo live the life of the righteous; and what that i is, the 
Scriptures will fully inform us. | 


* See Biſhop Sherlock's Sermon on this text. 
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BALAAM CONTINUETH TO BLEsSs ISRAEL—HE DPT 


PARTETH FROM Moas; 


ND Balak ſaid unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, 

I will bring thee unto another place: peradven- 

ture it will pleaſe Gop, that thou mayeſt curſe me 
them from thence. 


And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, 


that looketh towards Jeſliimon. 
And Balaam faid unto Balak, Puiid me here ſeven 


altars, and prepare me here ſeven bullocks, and ſeven 


rams. 


And Balak did as Balaam had ſaid, and offered a - 


bullock and a ram on every altar, 

And when Balaam faw that it pleaſed the LORD to 
bleſs Iſrael, he went not as at other times, to ſeck for 
enchantments, but he ſer his face towards the voll- 
derneſs. 

And Balaam lift up his eyes, and he faw Iſracl 
abiding in his tents according to their tribes, and the 
Spirit of God came upon him. 


And he took up his parable, and faid, Balaam the 


{on of Beor hath faid, and the man whote eyes are 
open hath ſaid: 
He hath ſaid, Which heard the words of Gon, 


which ſaw the viſion of the Almighty, falling into a 


trance, but having his eyes open. 


5 How 
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How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy taber- 
nacles, O Iſrael! 

As the vallies are they ſpread forth, as cirdens 
by the river's ſide, as the trees of lign aloes which the 
LoxD hath planted, and as cedar trees beſide the 
waters. | 

He ſhall pour the water out of his buckets, and his 
ſeed ſhall be in many waters, and his king ſhall be 
higher than Agag, and his kingdom ſhall be exalted. 

Gon brought him forth out of Egypt, he hath as 
it were the ſtrength of an unicorn : he ſhall eat up the 
nations his enemies, and ſhall break their bones, and 
Peres them through with arrows. 

He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a preat 
lion: who ſhall ſtir him up? Bleſſed is he that bleſ- 
{eth thee, and curſed is he that curſeth thee. 

And Balak's anger was kindled againſt Balaam, 
and he ſmote his hands together: and Balak ſaid 
unto Balaam, I called thee to curſe mine enemies, 
and behold thou haſt altogether bleſſed them theſe 
three times, 1 

Therefore now fice thou to thy place: I thought to 
promote thee unto great honour, but lo, the LorD 
hath kept thee back from honour, 

And Balaam ſaid unto Balak, SpakeT not alſo to 
thy meſſengers which thou ſenteſt unto me, ſaying, 

If Balak would give me his houſe full of ſilver and 
gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the 
Lord to do either good or bad of mine own mind; 
but what the LoRpo faith, that will I ſpeak ? And 
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And now, behold, I go unto my people; come 

therefore, and I will advertiſe thee, what this people 
Mall do to thy people in the latter days. 

And he took up his parable, and ſaid, Balaam the 
ſon of Beor hath ſaid, and the man whole eyes are 
open, hath ſaid: 

He hath ſaid, Which heard the words of Gop, 
and knew the knowledge of the Moſt High, which 
ſaw the viſion of the Almighty, falling i into a trance, 
but having his eyes open : 

I ſhall ſee him, but not now: I ſhall behold him, 
but not nigh: there ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, 
and a ſceptre ſhall rife out of Ifrael, and ſhall ſmite 
the corners of Moab, and deſtroy all the children of 
Sheth. And Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion, Seir alſo ſhall 
be a poſſeſſion for his enemies, and Iſrael ſhall do vali- 
antly. Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have 


dominion, and fhall deſtroy him that remaineth of 


the city . 
And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his 


parable, and faid, Amalek was the firſt of the nations, 
but his latter end ſhall be that he periſh forever. 
And he looked on the Kenites ; and took up his 
parable, and ſaid, Strong is thy dwelling- PCS, 8 and 
thou putteſt thy neſt in a rock. 

Nevertheleſs, the Kenites ſhall be waſted until 
Asſhur ſhall carry thee away captive. 

And he took up his parable, and ſaid, Alas, who 
ſhall live when Gon doeth this 

| 5 And 
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And ſhips ſhall come from the coaſt of Chittim, and 
ſhall afflict Asſnur, and ſhall afflict Eber, and he alſo 
thall periſh for ever. 

And Balaamroſe up, and went and returned to his 
place; and Balak alſo went his way. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


What a malignant mind mult the king of Moab have had, 
to perſiſt, as he did, in wiſhing to bring the curſe of Gop on 
a people, who had not diſcovered the leaſt intention of an- 
noying him or his ſubjects! and how treacherous was it 
in Balaam to concur with this diſtruſtful monarch, in his 
cruel deſign againſt thoſe, who were entitled to the peculiat 
love and kinaueſs of their own Prophet! 

It ſeems that Balak and Balaum (HI entertained a notion, 
that the favour of the LoR P Gop might be gained by ſacri- 
fices and oblations ; the T.ozn's rejecting thoſe which they 
repeatedly offered plainly ſhewed, that He had no delight 
in the blood of bulls or of ramsif not accompanied by obe- 
wience and contrition, they were unacceptable; and when of- 
tercd with a view to incline Him to favour wickedneſs, they 
were abominations. | 

Balaam, having practiced every art he could think of to 
render the LoRD propitious to his wiſhes, reſolved, as it 
ſeems, to ſeck for no further inſpiration from Gop, but to 
ſpeak his own words, if not obliged to do otherwiſe ; how- 
ever, the SPIRIT OF THE LORD came upon him uninvoked, 
and he was again impelled to bleſs Iſrael, which he did in 
{till more exalted language than before. 

The general purport of his prediction was, that the Iſracl- 
ites ſhould be a very powerful and flouriſhing people. Ba- 
lak had already heard much more than he wiſhed to hear, 
but 
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but he did not yet know all the Lo RD meant to inform him of. 
It certainly was a very proper puniſhment both to the king. 

and the prophet for the firſt to be told, and the latter to re- 
late, what. the people they had reed dts together to curſe 
would do to the Moabites and other neighbouring nations, 
The confederates were now effectually divided, for the 
malice of one party was defeated, and the coverorſnrjs of tlie 
other diſappointed ; ſo we may conclude, that they ſeparated 
in anger and Iifcontent, as is uſually the caſe in all friend- 
ſhips which are tounded upon wickednels. 

Balaam's prophecies ſhew, that the people of Ifrac] were 
really under the particular protection of Gop; and the 
completion of them, which happened in the courſe of time; 
proved the preſcience of the SUrarmE Bring, Though 
the Ifraclitiſh nation was ſeparated as his peculiar people, 
and had the Loxpd Gop dwelling among thein, He did not 
entirely hide Himſelf from the reſt of the world, it was their 
:dolatrous practices that kept nations at a diſtance from Him, 
He was ever to be found by thoſe, who fought hin: with. 
an humble and pi ious mind. 


SV PL EME NT. 


Ve may eaſily ſuppoſe, that ſo covetoiis a_man as Balaam 
could not loſe the riches he went in purſuit of to Moab,, 
without feeling a great diſappointment, He had not willingly 
fruſtrated the wiſhes of Balak, and as for the Ifraelites he 
regarded them as enemies; to be revenged on them and to 


8 . 
reinſtate himſelf in the favour of the King of Moab, he 


formed a device which it ſeems cfected the reconciliation 
he ſouglit for“. It was this; Ee advizd ther ing of Moad to 
ſend ſome of the Midianitiſh woinen among the [{raelites, 
with a view to draw them to their iäolatrous wortkip, and ex = 
poſe them to the diſpleature « of Gop. This artifice ſuc- 

ceeded, 
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ceeded, for many of them ſuffered themſelves to be deluded 
by theſe ſtrange women, even ſo far as to aſſiſt at the ſacri- 
fices which they offered to Baal Peor; and the anger of the 
Lo xb was kindled againſt-Ifracl, and He commanded Moſes 
to hang up the principal offenders. The Lokp alſo ſent a 
plague among the people, which carried off about 24,000 of 
' thoſe who had committed the great offence, At length 
Phineas, the ſon of Eleazar the prieſt, who was very zcalous ' 
for the honour of God, ſlew a prince of the houſe of Simeon, 
who was a principal tranſgreſſor; for which Gop rewarded 
him, by ſtopping the plague, and giving Phineas a promiſe, 
that as long as the prieſthood laſted, it ſhould continue in li; 
family. | 

Shortly after the plague Moſes, by God's command, again 
numbered the Iſraelites; and there were of men fit to bear 
arms, 601,730; of the Levites 23,000 males; the LoRD 
then ordered Moſes to fix the lot of each tribe, previous to 
their taking poſſeſſion of the promiſed land: amongſt them 
Was not one man of thoſe that were numbered at mount 
Sinai, excepting Joſhua the ſon of Nun, and Caleb the ſon 
of Jephuneh, | 

In a ſhort time after Phineas had performed the action I 
mentioned iuſt now, Moſes was commanded by the LoRD 
to make war againſt the Midianites with a ſmall army; he 
accordingly ſelected 1coo. men from each tribe, who with 
Phineas at their head, made a great ſlaughter. In this bat- 
te fell the prophet Balaam, who, it is ſuppoſed, returned to 
Midian for the purpoſe of giving his diabolical advice to 
Palak, his fate, in being killed amongſt the Midianites, was 
fuch as he juitly deſerved, and his affociating with thoſe on 
_ whom he had pronounced curſes, thewed that he doubted 
the power of the Lok» to execute, what his own mouth 
had been obliged to toretel.. 


Moles 
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Moſes and Eleazar the prieſt went in proceſſion to meet 
the victors, who brought the prey and the ſpoil unto them 
to be divided; when Moſes diſcovered, that contrary to the 
expreſs command of Gop, they had faved all the women 
and children alive; for which Moſes reprehended them, and 
cauſed all the captives to be flain immediately. This may 
at firſt ſight appear an act of cruelty, but ve muſt conſider 
that the women were in this caſe the principal aggreſſors, 
and would certainly have introduced idolatry amongſt them; 
and had the children been permitted to live, it is likely 


they would have revolted from the LUraelites, and cauſed. 


great confuſion when they were grown up: by dying in- 


wcent they were ſaved from the curſe of Gov, and he 


doubtleſs had mercy on them. 

Moſes, by Divine appointment, ordered the prey to be di- 
vided into two parts; one for the 12,000 who undertook the 
war, the other for the congregation, that is to ſay, the peo- 
ple in general. This diviſion extended only to ſuch things, 
as might he valuable in ſtocking the land they were going 
to poſſeſs; tor the plate, jewels, and other articles, which 
each man took, he was permitted to reſerve tor himſelf. 

Moſes divided to each tribe its ſhare, and then left it to 
the heads of the tribes to diſtribute amongſt themſelves ac - 
cording to their families. Gop was to have a tribute out 
of it; that is, a part ſet aſide for holy purpoſes, as an ac- 
knowledgment of his ſovereignty, and for granting them 


ſucceſs. The ſoldiers however, were. particularly favoured 


in this diſtribution, for out of the people's ſhare, Gon re- 
quired one in 50; out of the {oldizrs-ſhare one in 500. The 
ſoldiers' tribute was given to the a the people's portion 
to the Levites. | | 
When the officers called the men by their names, ther? 
was not one miſſing; they therefore offered a willing offering 


of coltly things, in token of gratitude tr the protection of 
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Divine Providence; theſe were brought to the tabernacle, to 
be. kept as memorials, that on future occalions the people 
nught truſt in God's goodneſs, 

The Ifraclites took from the Midianites 675,000 ſheep, 
72,000 beeves, 61,000 alles, The Iſraelites had now got 
poſſeſſion of the country that lay on the Midianitiſh fide of 
Jordan ; and the tribes of Reuben and Gad, together with 
the half tribe of Manaſſah, obſerving that the land was fer- 
tile and ſtored with good paſturage, deſired Moſes to permit 
them to ſettle there, as the place was very commodious for 
them, for they had large flocks of cattle ; this Moſes con- 
ſented to on their promiſing that they would go over and aſſiſt 
their brethren in the conqueſt of the land of Canaan. 

As the people were now in the neighhourhood of Canaan, 
and juſt ready to enter upon the poſſeſſion of it, Moles took 
this opportunity to appoint the limits of what they were to 
conquer, and the diſtribution of it by way of lot, which was 
committed to the future management of Joſhua and Eleazar, 
at the head of the chiefs of each tribe; and it was ſettled in 
uch a manner, that no jealouſies or diſputes ever happened 
aftor wards among the people on this ſubject. 

In the diviſion of the country, Moſes aſſigned forty-eight 
cities, together with their ſuburbs, for the Levites to dwell 
in; and ordered, that ſix of theſe ſhould be made cities of 
refuge, to which the innocent manflayer, who had killed his 
neighbour by chance, might. flee and live; but the v2/fzz/ 
murderer was to be put to death; and Moſes made it a law, 
that, in all capital caſes, no perſon ſhould be convicted 
without two evidences, 
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Moss Has A VIEW oF THE PROMMUISED LAND 
AND APPOINTS JOSHUA AS HIS SUCCESSOR. 
AND: the Lon p ſaid unto Moſes, Get thee up 

into this mount Abarim, and ſee the land which 
J have given unto the children of Iſrael. 

And when thou haſt ſcen it, thou alſo ſhalt be ga- 
thered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was ga- 
thered. _ 5 | 

For ye rebelled againſt my commandment in the 
deſart of Zin, in the ſtrife of the congregation, to ſanc- 
tify me at the water before their eyes, That is the 
water of Meribah in Kadeſh, in the wilderneſs of 
Zin. | 

And Moſes beſought the Loxp at that time, ſay- 
ing, O Lo:zD Gon, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy ſer- 
vant thy greatneſs, and thy mighty hand : for what 
CoD is there in heaven or in earth, that can do ac- 
cording to thy works, and according to thy might? 


I pray thee let me go over, and ſee the good land 
that is beyond Joraan, that goodly mountain, and 


Lebanon. 


But the Lox p would not hear him: and the Lon p 
ſaid unto him, Let it ſuffice thee, ſpeak no more unto 
me of this matter, 
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Get thee up into the top of Piſgah, and lift up thine 
eyes weſtward, and northward, and fouthward, and 
eaſtward, and behold it with thine eyes: for thou ſhalt 
not go over this Jordan. 

And Moſes ſaid, Let the Lory, the Gop of the 
ſpirits of all fleſh, ſet a man over the congregation. 

Which may go out before them, and which may 
go in before them, and which may lead them out, and 
which may bring them in: that the congregation of 
the Lox p be not as ſheep which have no ſhepherd. 
Andthe Loko faid unto Moſes, Take thee Joſhua 
the ſon of Nun, a man in whom is the ſpirit, and lay 
thine hand upon him: 

And ſet him before Eleazar the prieſt, and before 
all the congregation; and give him a charge in their 
fight, 

And thou ſhalt put ſome of thine honour upon him, 
that all the congregation of the children of Iſrael may 
be obedient. 

And he ſhall ſtand bee Eleazar the prieſt, ai 
ſhall aſk counſel for him after the judgment of Urim 
before the Lox D: at his word ſhall they go out, and 
at his word they ſhall come in, both he ard all the 
children of Iſrael with him, even all the congregation. 

And Moſes did as the LoRD commanded him, and 
he took Joſhua, and ſet him before Eleazar the prieſt, 
and before all the congregation. _ 

And he laid his hands upon him, and. gave him a 
charge, as the Lok D commanded by the hand of 
Moſes. ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


The earneſt prayer which Moſes made to Gop, that he 


might be permitted to enter the promiſed land, proves, that 


his not being allowed to do ſo, was a grievous diſappointment 
to him; but you find that the Lord to ſoften it, vouchſafed 
to give him a fight of Canaan; ſtrengthening his eye to take 
in the extenſive proſpect. It muſt have bcen a great conſo- 
lation to Moſes in his latter end, to be aſſured that the people 
would ſoon be in poſſeſſion of ſuch a fruitful and pleaſant coun- 
try; and we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that he was indulged 
with hopes of a more glorious proſpect, and permanent poſ- 
ſellions in Heaven, or the view of Canaan would only have 
ſerved to mortify and vex him; he might have thought it 


hard, that he ſhould be excluded from what had been the ob- 


ject of forty years toilſome purſuit; and he would have had 


reaſon to complain of the ſeverity of the ſentence he received, 


tor the crime he committed in ſtriking the rock. 

The great affection which Moſes entertained for the people 
of Iſrael, made him very ſolicitous to appoint a ſucceflor. 
Joſhua had ſignalized himſelf by his valour and fidelity, and 
by his humility in miniſtering to, and waiting upon Moſes. 

Moſes was commanded to lay his hands on Joſhua, as a 
token of transferring the government to him; alſo, asa ſign 
of Gop's granting him the aſliſtance of his holy ſprriz, Moſes 


is ſaid to have put ſome of his honour upon Joſhua; by which 


is meant, that during the ſhort remainder of Moles lite, he 
would make him a kind of partner in his authority; that the 
people, being uſed to obey him whilſt Moſes lived, might the 
more willingly ſubmit to him afterwards. Jofliua received a 


charge to conſult the high prieſt on all important occaſions: 


In this particular, he was inferior to Moſes, who had per- 
miflion to addreſs Gop himſelf, 


Moſes 
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Moſes we find was not ambitious to advance the intereſt ct 
his own family, though we read that he had ſons: ſubmiſſion 
to the will of Gop, and a ſteady and fervent zeal for the ho- 
nour of the LoRD, and the good of the people, were the firii 
principles of his actions, 


SECT XVI: 
Mosks' EXHORTATION TO THE ISRAELIT ES. 


5 HES E be the words which Moſes ſpake unto 
all Iſrael on this fide Jordan in the wilderneſs. 

After he had ſlain Sihon the King of the Amorites, 
which dwelt in Heſhbon, and Og the king of Baſhan, 
which dwelt at Aſtaroth in Edrei. | 

On this fide Jordan in the land of Moab, began 
Moſes to declare this law, faying, 

Now therefore hearken, O Iſrael, unto the ſtatutes 
and unto the judgments which I teach you, for to do 
them, that ye may live, and go in and poſſeſs the land 
which the Lon p Gop of your fathers giveth you. 

Ye ſhall not add unto the word which I command 
you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought from it, that ye 
may keep the commandments af the LoD your GOD 
which I command you, 

Your eyes have ſeen what the Loxp did becauſe 
of Baal-peor: for all the men that followed Baal- 
peor, the Lord thy Gop hath deſtroyed them from 
among you. 7 
But ye that did cleave unto the LorD your Go 


are alive every one of you this day. 
Behold 


Behold, I have taught you ſtatutes and judgments, 


even as the LoR D my Gop commanded me, that ye 


ſhould do fo in the land whither ye go to poſſeſs it. 

Keep therefore and do them : for this is your wiſ- 
dom and your underſtanding in the ſight of the na- 
tions which ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay, Surely 
this great nation is a wiſe and underſtanding people. 

For what nation is there ſo great, who hath Gop fo 
nigh unto them as the LoRx D our God is in all things 
that we call upon him for ? 

And what nation is there ſo great, that hath ſta- 
tutes and judgments ſo righteous as all this law which 
I ſet before you this day ? 

Only take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy foul dili- 
gently, leſt thou forget the things which thine eyes 
have ſeen, and leſt they depart from thy heart all the 


days of thy life; but teach them thy ſons, and thy 
lons? ſons. 


Specially the day that thou ſtoodeſt before the 
Lorp thy Gop in Horeb, when the Lord ſaid unto 


me, Gather me the people together, and Iwill make 
them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me 
all the days that they ſhall live upon the earth, and 
that they may teach their children. 

And ye came near, and ſtood under the mountain: 
and the mountain burnt with fire unto the midſt of 
heaven, with darkneſs, clouds, and thick darkneſs. 


And the Lord ſpake unto you out of the midſt of 


the fire; ye heard the voice of the words, but ſaw no 
Emilitude, only ye heard a voice. 
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And he declared unto you his covenant which he 
commanded you to perform, even ten command- 
ments; and he wrote them upon two tables of ſtone. 

Theſe words the Lok D ſpake unto all your aſſembly 
in the mount out of the midſt of the fire, of the cloud, 
and of the thick darkneſs, with a great voice: and 
he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables 
of ſtone, and delivered them unto me. 

And the Loxp commanded me at that time, to 
teach you ſtatutes and judgments that ye might do 
them in the land whither ye go over to poſſeſs it. 

Take ye therefore good heed unto yourſelves; for 
ye ſaw no manner of ſimilitude on the day that the 
Lon p ſpake unto you in Horeb out of the midſt of the 
fire: by 

Leſt ye corrupt yourſelves and make you a graven 
image, the ſimilitude of any figure, the likeneſs of 
male or female, the likeneſs of any beaſt that is on the 
earth, the likeneſs of any winged fowl that flieth in 
the air, the likeneſs of any thing -that creepeth on the 
ground, the likeneſs of any fiſh that 1 is in the waters 
beneath the earth : 

And leſt thou lift up thine eyes unto 5 and 
when thou ſeeſt the ſun and the moon, and the ſtars, 
even all the hoſt of heaven, ſhouldſt be driven to 
worſhip them, and ſerve them, which the LoR D thy 
Gop hath divided unto al nations under the whole 
heaven. 

But the Lonp hath taken you, and brought you 
forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt to 
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be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this 
day. | 
Furthermore, the Lord was angry with me for 
your ſakes, and ſware that I ſhould not go over Jor- 
dan, and that I ſhould not go in unto that good land 
which the LoRp * God giveth thee for an inheri- 
tance: 

But I muſt die in this land, I muſt not go over Jor- 
dan: but ye ſhall go over, and poſſeſs that good land. 

Take heed unto yourſelves, leſt ye forget the cove- 
nant of the LoxD your Gob, which he made with 
you, and make you a graven image, or the likeneſs 
of any thing which the LoR thy Gop hath forbid- 
den thee, 

For the Loxp thy God is a conſuming fire, even a 
jealous Gop. When thou ſhalt have children, and 
children's children, and ſhalt have remained Jong 
in the land, and ſhall corrupt yourſelves, and make a 
graven image, or the likenefs of any thing, and ſhall 

do evil in the fight of the Loxp thy Gop to provoke 
him to anger: 

I call heaven and earth to witneſs againſt you this 
day, that ye ſhall ſoon utterly periſh from off the land 
whereunto you go over Jordan to poſſeſs it: ye ſhall 
not prolong your days upon it, but ſhall utterly be de- 
ſtroyed. 

And the Lond ſhall ſcatter you among the nations, 
and ye ſhall be left few in number among the heathen, | 


whither the LoRD ſhall lead * 
And 
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And there ye ſhall ſerve gods, the work of men's 
hands, wood, and ſtone, which neither fee, nor hear, 
nor eat, nor ſmel]. 

But if from thence thou ſhalt ſeek the Log p thy 
Gop, thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with all 
thy heart and with all thy foul. 

When thou art in tribulation, and all theſe things 
are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou 
turn to the Loxy thy Gop, and ſhalt be obedient 
unto his voice; 

For the Lorp thy Gop | is a merciful God ; he 
will not forſake thee. neither deſtroy thee, nor forget 
the covenant of thy fathers which he ſware unto them. 

For aſk now of the days that are paſt, which were 
before thee, ſince the day that Gop created man 
upon the earth, and aſk from the one fide of heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath been any ſuch 
thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it ? 

Did ever people hear the voice of Gop ſpeaking 
out of the midſt of the fre, as thou haſt heard, and 
live? | 

Or hath Gop aſſayed to go, and take him a nation 
from the midſt of another nation, ' by temptations, by 
ſigns, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a ſtretched out arm, and by great ter- 
rors, according to all that the Loxp your Gop did 
for you in Egypt before your eyes ? | 

Vnto thee it was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know 
that the LoRD he is God, there is none elſe beſides him. 


Out 
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Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that 
he might inſtruct thee: and upon earth he ſhewed 
thee his great fire, and thou heardeſt his words out of 
the midſt of the fire. 

And becauſe he loved thy fathers, therefore he 
choſe their ſeed after them, and brought thee out in his 
ſight with his mighty power out of Egypt; 

To drive out nations from before thee, greater and 
mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give thee 
their land for an inheritance, as it is this day. 

Know therefore this day, and conſider it in thine 
heart, that the Lord he is Gop in heaven above, 
and upon the earth beneath: there is none elſe. 

Thou ſhalt keep therefore his ſtatutes, and his com- 
mandments, which I command thee this day, that it 
may go well with thee, and with thy children after 
thee, and that thou mayeſt prolong thy days upon the 
earth which the Loxp thy Gop giveth thee, for ever. 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS. 


This excellent diſcourſe is fo affecting and pathetic, that one 
would think it could ſcarcely fail of making a laſting impreſ- 
ſion on the minds of the hearers. 

Moſes was going to leave the Lord's people to another 

leader ; but determined before he was taken from them, to 
uſe every mean in his power of enforcing their obedience to 
the law of God, and perſuading them not to forſake the 
Lo Rp, or worſhip falſe Gops. 

Moſes began his addreſs by recapitulating all the benefits 
which the Logp had beſtowed on Iſrael, ſince their departure 


from 
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from the land of Egypt, and related every remarkable occur. 
rence that had happened to their fathers, and themſelves, 


in the way to the Land of Promiſe, which they were ſoon to be 


put in poſſeſſion of“. He was apprehenſive that they might 
yet loſe their inheritance by diſobedience, therefore earneſtly 
exhorted them to keep the Divine law, and not to corrupt it 
by any additions of their own, 

He reminded them of the peculiar privilege which they 
enjoyed, of having Gop ſo near them, that he was ready to 
hear all their petitions, and relieve them in every kind of ne- 
ceſſity; that they were inſtructed in ſuch excellent laws, as, 
if properly obſerved, could not fail of ſecuring to them the 
conſtant protection of this moſt merciful Being, and pro- 
moting the happineſs of ſociety. 

Moſes cautioned them not to make to themſelves any image 
of Gov, ſince it was utterly impoſſible to repreſent by any 
object in nature the great CREATOR of the Univerſe, —Of his 
own Divine IMAGE they could not form an idea, becauſe 
He was hidden from them, on mount Sinai, by devouring 
fire and aw ful darkneſs. Even this phenomenon, the won- 
derful mixture of light and darkneſs, was ſo ſingular and 
aſtoniſhing, that it could not be accounted for in a natural 
way, neither could it be imitated by the art of man ;—nay, 
it was beyond the power of language to deſcribe, though the 
mind of each individual that beheld it, muſt have received 
perfect conviction that it was an evident token of the Pre- 
ſence of Gop; and that none but an ALMIGHTY BEING 
could manifeſt Himſelf by ſuch marks of omnipotence. 

Moſes obſerved that, as a ſtill farther confirmation that 
Gop was, in an eſpecial manner, preſent on mount Sinai, 
the people had heard a voice ſpeaking out of the midſt of the 
tire, ſaying, I am the LoR D thy God, &c. | 

* Parts of the exhortation are omitted, as they are repetitions of 
„hat has been already commented on. 


It 
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It was the practice of idolatrous nations to pay Divine ho- 
nours to the various creatures which Moſes enumerates ; 
and, as the Iſraelites would be under the neceſlity in future 
of having a frequent intercourſe with many of them, Moſes 
warned them before-hand to avoid their abominations.—It 
certainly was very wrong for man to attempt to make a re- 


preſentation of the SUPREME BEING; but particularly ſo 


for thoſe, who knew that there was a Divins IMAGE of the 


infinite DEIr ; for Moſes and the Elders had beheld Him, 


and the people themſelves had heard His glorious voice, 
For them, I ſay, to make an image, or to adore any crea- 
ture, would have been a direct affront to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty of the Lox D Gor; and we may underſtand why He 
{tiles Himſelf a jealous Gop; or one that would not ſuffer 


the glory that belongs to Him alone, to be given to . 


or His praiſe to graven images“. 

Moſes fully ſet forth the kind of puniſhments that would 
be inflicted upon God's people for idolatrous practices, that 
they might know the dangers they would incur by apoſtacy; 
and he was, on this occaſion, a true prophet ; for the Loxy 
chaſtiſed and forgave them, as they tranſgreſſed or offended, 
exactly as Moſes foretold, and proved Himſelf to be a mer- 
ciful God, ever mindful of His Covenant. 

That the Iſraelites might not ſuppoſe the Logn to Th: a 
created Being, Moſes repeatedly told that people, that the 
LoRD is Gop in heaven above, and in earth beneath; and 
that there is no other God beſide Him. 


To keep them from ſuppoſing that their own merits had 


gained them the favour of Gop, Moſes informed them, that 


it was for the ſake of their progenitors, they had been ſe- 
lected from the reſt of the nations to be His peculiar people; 
and exhorted them, by motives of worldly intereſt, as well 
as duty, to Nee the Divine Statutes and Commandments. 


# Ifaiah xlli. 14s Th 1 
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Though this exhortation of Moſes was delivered fo many 
ages ago, it affords much valuable inſtruction to Chriſtians, 
Let us, therefore, ſtudy it with attention, and practice its 
precepts, that we may be a wiſe and underſtanding people— 
That the LoRD our GoD may be nigh unto us in all that Wwe 
call upon him fur That it may be well with us, and our chil- 
dren after us That our days may be prolonged upon earth—ant 
that we may be happy for ever in heaven hereafter. 

We do not indeed live among idolaters, and have few temp- 
tations to make graven images; but we have many entice- 
ments to diſhonour the LoRD GoD in the eyes of the world, 
by levelling Him, in idea, with the creatures that are the 

works of His hands; which thoſe certainly do, who deny 
the divinity of our SAVIOUR, Let us, therefore, take heed 
to ourſelves, leſt we forget the conditions of the Chriftian 
Covenant:—Let us keep in mind, that the Lorp He is 
God, and, as ſuch, let us honour Him ourſelves, and train 
up our children, and our children's children, to know, and 
to ſerve Him, 


C 
MoszEs' ExnokrAr ion. 


ND Moſes called all Iſrael, and ſaid unto them, 
Hear, O Iſrael, the ſtatutes and judgements 
which I ſpeak in your ears this day, that ye __ | 
learn them, and keep and do them. 


The LokDp our Gop made a covenant with us in 
Hob: 


The 


MOSES EXHORTATION, 97 


The Lok made not this covenant with our fathers, 
but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this 
day. 

The Lord talked with you face to face in the 
mount out of the midſt of the fire (I ſtood between the 
LoRb and you at that time, to ſhew you the word of 
the LoRD: for ye were afraid by reaſon of the fire, and 
went not up into the mount) ſaying, I am the Lorpy 
thy Gop, &c. 

Theſe words the Lord ſpake unto all your aflem- 
| bly in the mount out of the midit of the fire, of the 
cloud, and of the thick darkneſs, with a great voice: 
and he added no more. And he wrote them in two 
tables of ſtone, and delivered them unto me. 

And it came to pals, when yeheard the yoice out of 
the midft of the darkneſs, (for the mountain did burn 
with fire) that ye came near unto me, even all the 
heads of your tribes, and your elders; And ye aid, 
Behold, the Lozp our Gon hath thewed us his glory 
and his greatneſs, and we have heard his voice out ot 
the midit of the fire: we have ſeen this day that Gon 
doth talk with man, and he liveth. 

Now therefore why ſhould we die? for this great 
fire will conſume us. If we hear the voice of the Lozn 
our Gop any more, then we ſhall die. 

For who is there of all fleſh that hath heard te 
voice of the living Gop ſpeaking out of the midſt of the 
tire, as we have, and lived? 


vol. II. | F Go 
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So thou near, and hear all that the LoRD our Gon 
ſhall ſay; and ſpeak thou unto us all that the LoRD 
our Gop ſhall ſpeak unto thee; and we will hear it, 
and do it. | 

And the Lokp heard the voice of your words, 
when ye ſpake unto me; and the LorD ſaid unto me, 1 
have heard the voice of the words of this people which 
they have ſpoken unto thee; they have well ſaid all that 
they have {poken. 

O that there were ſuch an heart in them, that they 
wouldfear me, and keepall my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them and with their children 
for ever! Go ſay to them, get you into your tents 


again, 
But as for thee, ſtand thou here by me, and will 


Speak unto thee all the commandments, and the ſta- 
tutes, and the judgements, which thou ſhalt teach 
them, that they may do them in the land which I 1 
them to poſſeſs it. | 
Ye ſhall obſerve to do therefore as the LoRD your 
God hath commanded you: ye ſhall not turn aſide to 
the right hand or to the left. | 
You ſhall walk in all the ways which the Lokn your 
 Gop hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that 
it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your 
days in the land which ye ſhall poſſeſs. 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, , 


Tho' we cannot form an exact idea of the appearance of the 
Glory of the LoRD on mount Sinai, nor of His voice ſpeaknig 
| from 
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from the midſt of the fire and thick darkneſs, we may eaſily con- 
ceive, that the ſcene was very awful and tremendous. No- 
thing leſs than this ſenſible demonſtration of the preſence of the 
Deity, would have convinced ſuch a people as the Iſraelites, 
that the Commandments were of Divine inſtitution; and, 
indeed, there would have been ſome ground for ſuſpicion, 
that Moſes was the inventor of them, had not the LorRpD 
vouchſafed to ſpeak them Himſelf : and ſucceeding genera- 
tions would have rejected them, if the hiſtory of their Di- 
vine origin had not been recorded. We have, therefore, 
great reaſon to be thankful to Gon, for affording this un- 
deniable evidence of His exiſtence and providence, and the 
certainty of Divine revelation. 

It was at this time that the Iſraelites defired to have a 
Mediator; and this defire was approved by Go, becauſe 
He knew it was beſt for them that it ſhould be ſo; for we 
find, that the Ifrachtes were ſo greatly overcome by this 
wonderful diſplay of Divine Majeſty, that it was their ear- 
neſt requeſt never to behold it again. We Chriſtians have ſtill 
more need of a Mediator than the Ifraclites had, becauſe the 
LoRD is not viſible amongſt us, as He was with them. It is 
our happineſs to be affured in the New Teſtament, that we 
have a moſt powerful one in CHRIST, who, inſtead of ap- 
pearing to us in a glory which we could not behold and live, 
maintains an intercourſe between Gon and his people iz41- 
/ibly, by means of His: Holy Spirit. Let ns then transfer our 
defires of beholding the Glory of the SUPREME BEIN, to a 
future ſtate, when thoſe, who have ſerved Him faithfully in 
this world, will be able to ſee Him, not only without pain 
and dread, but with tranquility and joy, 

It muſt have been a great encouragement to the obedience 
of the Iſraelites, to know, that Gop wiſhed that they might 
always continue objects of His favour and loving-kindneſs. 
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This encouragement Chriſtians alſo have from the Poly 
Scriptures in an abundant degree. 


. 
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OW theſe are the commandments, the ſta- 
tutes, and the judgments which the Lord 
your Gop commanded to teach you, that ye might 
do them in the land whither ye go to poſſeſs it: that 
thou mighteſt fear the Lorp thy Gop, to keep all 
his ſtatutes and his commandments which I command 
thee; thou, and thy fon, and thy ſon's ſon, all the 
days of thy life, and that thy days may be prolonged. 
Hear therefore, O Iſrael, and obſerve to do it; 
that it may be well with thee, and that ye may in- 
creaſe mightily, as the Lord Gop of thy fathers hath 
promiſed thee, in the land that floweth with milk and 
honey. 

Hear, O Iſrael, the LoxD our Gop is one Lokp : 
and thou ſhalt love the Lorp thy Gop with all thine 
heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy might. 

And theſe words which I command thee this day 
ſhall be in thine heart: and thou ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when 
thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
the way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
_ riſeſt up. | 


And 
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And thou ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon thine 
hand, and they ſhall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes. 

And thou {halt write them upon the poſts of thy 
houſe, and on thy gates, 

And it ſhall be when the Log D thy Gop ſhall have 
brought thee into the land which he ſware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, to give 
thee, great and gocdly cities, which thou builde!!: 
not, and houſes full of all good things, which thou fil- 
leſt not, and wells digged, which thou diggeſt not, 
vineyards and olive- trees, which thou planteſt not, 


when thou ſhalt have eaten, and be full; then beware 


leſt thou forget the LORD which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the houſe of banda 


Thou ſhalt fear the Lofnn thy Gon, and hs 
him, and ſhalt ſwear by his name. 

Ye ſhall not go after other gods of the gods of = 
people which are round about you; for the LORD 
Gon is a jcalous Gov among you; leit the anger & 
the LorD thy Gop be kindled againſt thee, and de- 
ſtroy thee from off the face of the earth. 

Ye ſhall not tempt the Loxp your Gon, as ye 
tempted him in Maſſah. 

Ye ſhall diligently keep the commandments of tic 
LorD your Gon, and his teſtimonies, and his ſta- 
tutes which he hath commanded thee. 


And thou {halt do that which is right and good. 
in the fight of the Lorp: that it may be well with 
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thee, and that thou mꝭ yeſt go in, and poſſeſs the good 
land which the Lon D ſware unto thy fathers, to caſt 
out. all thine enemies from before thee, as the Lox 
hath ſpoken. 

And when thy ſon aſketh thee in time to come, 
ſaying, What mean the teſtimonies, and the ſtatutes, 
and the judgements which the LoxD our Gop hath 
commanded you? then thou ſhalt ſay unto thy ſon, 
We were Pharaoh's bond-men in Egypt and the LoRD 
brought us out of Egypt, with a mighty hand : and 
the Lorp ſhewed fizns and wonders, great and fore 
upon Egypt, upon P7haraoh, and upon all his houſ- 
hold, before our eyes: and he brought us out from 
thence that he might bring us in, to give us the land 
which he {ware unto our fathers. 

And the LoxD commanded us to do all theſe ſta- 
tutes, to fear the Lond our Gop, for our good al- 
ways, that he mizht preſerve us alive as it is at this day. 

And it ſhall be our rignteouſneſs, if we obſerve to 
do all theſe commandments before the Loxd our 
(70D, as he hath commanded us. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS... 


This ſection ſtrongly proves what has been before hinted, — 


That the Jewiſh conſtitution was a ſcheme for promoting vir- 


tue and true religion“. -In reſpect to the extraordinary pri- 
vileges which the Iſraelites poſſeſſed, they were highly honour- 
ed, but they were not to reft in them. Theſe bleſlings were in 
the firſt inſtance, the gift of lave and mercy, without any me- 
rit on their part; but the continuance of them depended on 
their obedience and righteouſneſs, —It is exactly the ſame with 


* See Taylor's Key to. the Apoſtolic Writings. 
; * Chriſtians : 
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Chriſtians :—The privileges we enjoy as the Church of Chriſt, 
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are the free gift ot God; but they will avail us nothing as 


individuals, unleſs we add obedience and perſonal een, '/s 
to them. 


The duties which Moſes here enjoins to the Ifraclites, are 


of general obligation to all, who are taken into covenant wit} 


Gop;—they are parts of the moral law, which will never be 
aboliſhed; let us, therefore, if we wiſh for peace and pro!- 
perity in this world; if we deſire eternal reſt aud happinef- 
in the next, © Fear the LoRD our Gonp,--love Him with al! 
our heart and foul, —keep His ſtatutes and His command- 
ments ourſelves, and teach them to our children;”” by 


taking every opportunity of converſing with them on religious 


ſubjects. 
If it pleaſes Gop to bleſs us with . let us be care- 
ful not to forget from whom our blefings flaw; and, above 


all things, let us remember our great lelirerance from th 


eat Cat 
bondage of fin, and never ſuffer any Mine of fortune to 
make us diſtruſt the power or providence of (G92, 

We are not to underſtand that Moſes taught the Iſraelites 
to ſwear by the name of Go, in common converſation; hi; 
meaning was, that when they made covenants with other na- 
tions, they ſhould ratify or confirm them by tize name of the 


* * *.4 — . — ? 3 = a 
LoRp; that is to lay, call on GOD as a withefs to the agrees 


ment, by which they expoſed. themſelves to His wrath, it 


mY 


they broke the oath; for, as GOD is a Go? of rrurh, it is very 
impious to promiſe or declare any thing in His name, without 
intending to perform it. The violation of a ſolemn cath, is 


called perjury, Whoever amongſt us is convicted of taking, 


a falſe oath, as witneſs on a trial, or in any other legal caſe, 
is ſeverely puniſhed. 

We find that Moſes ſuppoſed that chile would enquire 
the meaning of the religious rites and ceremonies obſerved by 
their parents: from whence we may infer, that God is well 

| F 4 pleaſed 
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pleaſed with thoſe that ſeek Him early; and it is certainly thc 
intereſt, as well as the duty of YouTH to do fo; for there is 
no other way of ſecuring the bleſſing of Heaven, or of guard- 
ing their minds againſt the allurements of the world. If th: 
ſtudy of religion is deferred, other things will get poſſefſion 
of the affections of the heart, to the excluſion of Gop; and 
the ſoul will remain (perhaps for ever) a ſtranger to th- 
higheſt and moſt rational delight it is capable of enjoying. 

Gop graciouſly promiſed the Iſraelites, “ that an ob- 
ſervance of His Divine commands /hould be their righteouſneſs.” 
From which we may underſtand, that though they had no 
natural claim to G»D's bleſſings without wnerring goodneſs, 
he would make allow ances for the infirmities of human nature, 
and on condition that they would regulate their conduct by 
the moral law, and offer the ſacrifices appointed, in acknow- 
ledgment that they owed even their lives to His infinite mercy, 
He would remit the puniſhment due for their offences, and 
accept of their beft endeawmnurs, inſtead of wnſinning ovedience, 
provided they were accompanied with faith and truſt in his 
mercy. 

The rizhteouſneſs of Chriſtians conſiſts in believing what 
has been revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Tel- 
taments, and in conforming their lives to the Divine precepts 
they contain, 


MOSES' EXHORTATION CONTINUED, 


Wins the Lokp thy Gon ſhall bring thee 
| nto the land whither thou goeſt to poſſeſs it, 
and hath caſt out many nations before thee, the Hit- 
tites, and the Girgaſhites, and the Amorites, and the 
Canaanites, 
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Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivires, and 
the Jebuſites, ſeven nations greater and mightier than 
thou; and when the Lonp thy Gop ſhall deliver 
them before thee : thou ſhalt ſmite them, and utterly 
deſtroy them; thou ſhalt make no covenant with 
them; nor ſhew mercy unto them: neither ſhalt thou 
make marriages with them; thy daughter thou ſhal 
not give unto his ſon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou take 
unto thy fon. 

For they will turn away thy ſon from following me, 
that they may ſerve other gods : fo will the anger of 
the LoR D be kindled againſt you, and deſtroy thce 
ſuddenly. 

But thus ſhall ye deal with them; ve ſhall deſtroy 
their altars, and brea« down their images, and cut 
down their groves, and bura their graven images with 
fire. : 

For thou art an holy people unto the Lon thy 
God: the Loxn thy Gop hath choſen thee to be a 
ſpecial people unto himſelf, above all people that are 
upon the face of the earth. 

The LorD did not ſet his love upon you, nor 
chooſe you, becauſe ye were more in number than any 
people: for ye were the feweſt of all people: but be- 
cauſe the Lord loved you, and becauſe he would keep 
the oath which he had ſworn unto your fathers, hath 
the Log brought you out with a mighty ha 7 and 
redcemed you out of the houſe of hond- wen, from the 


hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
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Know therefore that the Loxp thy Gon, he is 
Gop, the faithful Gop, which keepeth covenant and 
mercy with them that love him, and keep his com- 
mandments, to a thouſand generations; and repayet!: 
them that hate him to their face, to deſtroy them: he 
will not be ſlack to him that hateth him; he will re- 
pay him to his face. | 

Thou ſhalt therefore keep the commandments and 
the ſtatutes and the judgments which I command thee 
this day to do them. | 

Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs if ye hearken to 
theſe judgments, and Keep and do them: that the 
Loxp thy Gop ſhall keep unto thee the covenant and 
the mercy which he ſware unto thy fathers : and he 
will love thee, and bleſs thee and multiply thee : he 
will alfo bleſs the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of 
thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, the 
increaſe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy ſheep, in 
the land which he ſwear unto thy fathers to give thee. 

Thou ſhalt be bleſſed above all people: there ſhall 
not be male or female barren among you, or among 
your cattle, 

And the Loxp will take away from thee all ſick- 
nels, and will put none of the evil diſeaſes of Egypt, 
which thou knoweſt upon thee: but will lay them. 

upon all them that hate thee. 
And thou ſhalt conſume all the people hich the 
Lox o thy Gop {hall deliver thee ; thine eye ſhall have 
no pity upon them: neither ſhalt thou ſerve their 
gods; for that will be a ſnare unto thee, 


It 


MOSES EXHORTATION. 107 

If thou ſhalt ſay in thine heart, Iheſe nations are 
more than 1? how can I diſpoſſeſs them? thou ſhalt: 
not be afraid of them: but ſhalt well reme:nber what 
the Lozp thy Gop did unto Pharaoh, and unto all 
Egypt: the great temptations which thine eyes ſaw, 
and the ſigns, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, 
and theſtretched-out arm, whereby the LoD thy Gon 
brought thee out: ſo ſhall the Lord thy Gop do unto 
all the people of whom thou art afraid. 

Moreover, the Lon p thy Gop will ſend the hornet 
among them, until they that are left and hide them 
telves from thee be deſtroyed. | 

Thou ſlult not be affrighted at them: for the 
Lon thy Gop is among you, a mighty Gop and ter- 
rible. | 

And the LORD thy Gon will put out thoſe nations 
before thee by little and little: thou mayeſt not con- 
ſume them at once, left the beaſts of the field increaſe 
upon thee, 


But the Lord thy Gop ſhall deliver them unto! 


thee, and ſhall deſtroy them with a mighty deſiruc- 
tion, until they be deſtroyed, 

And he ſhall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
and thou ſhalt deſtroy their name from under heaven: 
there ſhall no man he able to ſtand before thee, until 
thou have deſtroyed them. 

The graven images of their gods ſhall ye burn with 
fire; thou ſhalt not delire the filver or gold that is on 
them, nor take it unto thee, let thou be ſnared 
F 6 therein; 
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therein: for it is an abomination to the LorbD thy 


_ Gon... 


Neither ſhalt thou bring an abomination into thine 
houſe, leſt thou be a curled thing like it: but thou 
ſha!t utterly deteſt it, and thou ſhalt utterly abhor it; 
for it is a curſed thing. 

All the commandments which I command thee this 
day ſhall ye obſerve to do, that ye may live, and mul- 
tiply, and go in and poſſeſs the land which the Loxn 
{ware unto your fathers. 

And thou ſhalt remember all the way which the 
LoRD thy Gop led thee theſe forty years in the wil- 
derneſs, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know 
what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldeſt keep 
his commandments, or no. | 

And he humbled thee, and ſuffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna, which thou kneweſt nor, 
neither did thy fathers know ; that he might make thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
Lord doth man live. 

Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did 
thy foot ſwell theſe forty years. 

Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in thine heart, that as 2 
man chaſteneth his ſon, ſo the LoRD thy Gop chaſ- 
teneth thee. Therefore thou ſhalt keep the command- 
ments of the Lord thy Gor, to walk in his ways, 
and to fear him. For the LorD thy Gop bringet!: 
the into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains, and depths that ipring out of valleys and 
hills 
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hills; a land of wheat and barley, and vines, and fig- 
trees, and pomegranates, a land of oil-olive, and 
honey ; a land wherein thou ſhalt cat bread without 
ſcarceneſs, thou ſhalt not lack any thing in it; a land 
whoſe ſtones are iron, and out of whoſe hills thou 
mayeſt dig braſs. | 

When thou haſt eaten and art full, then thou ſhalt 
bleſs the Lord thy Gop for the good land which he 
hath given thee. Beware that thou forget not the 
Lord thy Gop, in not keeping his commandments, 
and his judgments, and his ſtatutes, which I com- 
mand thee this day. 
Leſt when thou haſt eaten and art full, and haſt 


built goodly houſes, and dwelt therein ; and when thy 


herds and thy fiocks multiply, and thy filver and thy 
gold is multiplied, and all that thou haſt is multiplied ; 
then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD 
thy Gop, which brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the houſe of bondage: 

Who led thee thro? that great and terrible wilderneſs, 
wherein were fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions, and drought, 
where there was no water; who brought thee forth Wa- 
ter out of the rock of flint: who fed thee in the wilder- 
neſs with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he 
might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to 
do thee good at thy latter end; and thou ſay in thine 
heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath 
gotten me this wealth, | 

But thou ſhalt remember the Lonn thy Gop : for 
it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he 

| may 


iro . MOSES EXHORTATION. 


may eſtabliſh his covenant which he ſware unto thy fa. 
thers, as it is this day. 

And it ſhall be, if thou do at all forget the Lorn 
thy Gop, and walk after other gods, and ſerve them, 
and worſhip them, I teſtify againſt you this day that 
ye ſhall ſurely periſh: as the nations which the Lory 
deſtroyeth before your face, ſo ſhall ye periſh; becauſe 
ye would not be obedicnt unto the voice of the Lore 
your GoD. 


ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS. 


It appears at firſt ſight very barbarous in. Moſes to deſir. 
the Ifraclites to treat the ſeven nations with ſo much ſeve.. 
rity; but we muſt remember, that they were wicked idol:- 
tors, and-the Iſraelites were in this caſe inſtruments of pu- 
nſhment to them: had they been merely enemies to them- 
ſelves, it would have been wrong to proceed againſt them 
with ſo much rigour ; but Gop beſt knew what theſe nations 
deſerved, and the Iſraelites were bound to obey his com- 
mands. Had any of them been preſerved alive, moſt likely 
the people would have married amengſt them, as the de- 
ſcendants of Seth did with the poſterity of Cain, which was 
the means of corrupting the Worſhip of Gop, and intro- 
ducing the utmoſt diſorder. | 

It was neceſſary, in order to maintain the honour of the 
LokD, that the idolatrous kings ſhould be put to death, and 
graven images, with every thing uſed in the worſhip of falſ: 


gods, deſtroyed. 


It a great inſtance of a particular Providenee ordering al! 


things for the beſt, that the heathen nations' were extir- 


pated by degrees; for many of their fields and cities would 
have been deſolate, and even filled with wild beaſts, before 
| th: 
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the Iſraclites, who were, in compariſon, few in number, 
had been able to furniſh them with inhabitants. 

Whether the raiment of the Iſraelites, literally ſpeaking, 
never waxed old, is a difficult matter to determine. If they 
had no mcans of procuring new ones, there is no reaſon to 
doubt that Gop miraculouſly prevented their decay; but 
as they carried plenty of things out of Egypt, and had ſome: 
manufactures among them, it is molt probable thi; was not 
the caſe ; and the expreſſion, thy raiment waxed not old, nei- 
ther did thy foot tuell theſe forty years, may only mean, that 
the Iſraelites were never reduced to the neceſſity of wearing 
tattered clcaths, or going bare- foot for want of ſhoes. 

We have before obſerved, that Moſes' Exhortations to 


the Iſraelites are in many reſpects applicable to Chriſtians ; 


ſeveral parts of this ſection are particularly ſo. 

It was not for our own merit, that the Lorry redeemed 
us, and took us into covenant with Himſelf ; but becauſe 
He is a faithful Gop, and ſheweth mercy from generation 
to generation. | | | 

We mult not preſume on His mercy, and think that, be- 
cauſe we are taken into covenant, we ſhall be finally ſaved 
by it, without any thing done on our part; for thoſe that 
hate and diſobey Him, He will certainly puniſh. 

The afllictions we meet with, we are taught, by this ſec- 
tion, to conſider as chaſtiſoments deſigned to humble us, and 
to prove us. If we take them patiently, and mend our lives 
in conſequence of them; if we make the commandments ot 
Gop the rules of our actions, the Lo RD will conduct us 
ſafely through all the perils and dangers of this life, and 
bring us at laſt to that place of reit prepared for us in 
Heaven. | | 25 | 

In the day of proſperity, it behoves us to keep a ftrict 
guard on our hearts; for it is too often the caſe, that riches 
occaſion people to forget Gop, and to aſcribe their fuccels 

in 


— 
4 4 


1 = —_— = 
rr —— 


112 MOSES EX HORTATION. 


in worldly affairs to their own wiſdom or abilities, not con. 
ſidering that we are indebted to the goodneſs of God for the 
very bread we eat from day to day, as much as the Iſraelites 
were for the Manna; and that, unleſs preſerved by Ji:s 
power and goodneſs, we cannot be fure that our lives wi!! 
be continued a ſingle moment, 


| — W- 
. 


Moſes, in the continuation of his diſcourſe, repeated his 
cautions to the people not to entertain an opinion that they 
were ſet up aboye the heathen for their righteouſneſs,— 
'The latter, he told them, were condemned to deſtruction for 
their wickedneſs; and they themſelves might, with as much 
juſtice, have been cut off alſo, when they provoked the 
LoRD at Horeb.—He then repeated to them the various acts 
of rebellion they had at different times been guilty of, and 
reminded them of the efficacy of his interceſſion, He told 
them with what earneſtneſs he had entreated the LORD to 
ſpare them, and how gracious Gop had been in renewing 
the Covenant, 


JJ 
Mosks' Ex HORTATIOR CONTINUED. 


A ND Moſes laid, now Iſrael, what doth the Lo 
thy Gop require of thee, but to fear the LoD 


thy Gop, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 


and to ſerve the Lord thy Gop with all thy heart 


and with all thy ſoul, To keep the commandments 
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of the Lokp, and his ſtatutes, which I command 
thee this day for thy good ? 

Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens is 
the Lord's thy Gop, the earth alſo, with all that 
therein is. | 

Only the Lorp had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and he choſe their ſeed after them, even you 
above all people, as it is this day. 

Correct your hearts, therefore, and be no more 
ſtiffnecked. 

For the Loxpd your Gobp is Gop of Gops, and 
LoRD of Lorns, a great Gon, a mighty and a ter- 
rible, which regardeth not perſons, nor taketh re- 


ward; He doth execute the judgement of the fa- 


therleſs and widow, and loveth the ſtranger in giv- 
ing him food and raiment. | 
Love ye therefore the ſtranger ; for ye were ſtran- 
gers in the land of Egypt. 
Thou ſhalt fear the LoxD thy Gop; him fhalt 
thou ſerve, and to him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear 


by his name. 


He is thy praiſe, and he is thy Gop, that hath 
done for thee theſe great and terrible things which 
thine eyes have ſeen. 

Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threeſcore 
and ten perſons; and now the LoxD thy Gop hath 
made thee as the ſtars of heaven for multitude, 

Therefore thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Gop, and 
keep his charge, and his ſtatutes, and his judgements, 


and his commandments alway, 1 
n 
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And know ye this day: for I ſpeak not with your 
children, which have not known, and which have not 
ſeen the chaſtiſement of the LoR D your Gon, his 
greatneſs, his mighty hand, and his firetched out 
arm. But your eyes have ſeen all the great acts of the 
LoRD which he did, therefore obey Him. 


ANNOTATIONS ANDY REFLECTIONS. 


This part of Moſes exhortation alſo affords very uſctul . 
ſtruction to us; becauſe the ſame diſpolition of mind whicl: 
he informs the Iſraelites was required in them, is required in 
Chriſtians, to render them acceptable to the Lond Gop. 

What a magnificent idea does Moſes give of the greatneſ\; 
of that Divine Being who was known as the LoRD Gop c: 
Iſrael. —We find that He was Gop of Gops, and LoRD / 
LoRDs, the SUPREME BEIiNG.—How highly then ſhould we 
honour Him! Surely we can do no leſs than fear Him, and 
pay Him the beſt ſervices we are capable of. Ie is our Praiſs, 
and He is of GoD; as ſuch, therefore, let us cleave to Him, 


and on no account allow ourſelves to think Him leſs grea: 

than He is. | 
Itis worthy of obſervation, that Moſes appeals to the know- 
ledge of the very people to whom he addreſſed his diſcourſe, 
for the truth of his aſſertions, which he certainly would nc! 
have done, if they had been falſe; we may therefore depen“ 
upon the hiſtory he gave of the various occurrences that cams 
under his obſervation, as authentic matters of fact; had they 
been otherwiſe, he would ſoon have been proved an impoſtor; 
for however their deſcendants might have liſtened to fabulous 
tales, thoſe whom he referred to as eye-witneſſes, could not 
have been perſuaded to believe that they really had beheld, 
what they had never ſeen; we may therefore ſately give credit 
| t 
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to his hiſtory, for there is every reaſon to believe that h was 
a faithful hiſtorian, | 


—  —— —  —  — — 
8 Ur P LIE MI N T. 


In the following part of Moſes exliortation, he ſet before 
them a hing and a curſe, which is repeated in a ſubſequent 
ſection, and will be noticed in that place. After this, he 
again commanded them to deſtroy all monuments of idolatry 
where they went; and informed them, that as ſoon as they 
ſnould be ſettled in the land of their inheritance, the Lo RD 
would appoint a place where His name ſhould dwell; and to 
this, they would be required to repair at ſtated times with their 
houſholds, to offer ſacrifices, and to rejoice, before the LORD; 
from which time, they would not be at liberty to pay their 
homage to the Lok, in every place which they themſelves 
might chuſe.—He then gave them a licence to cat fleſh in the 
land of Canaan, but prohibited blood: Moſes alſo enjoined 
them not to introduce into the worſhip of the LoD any of the 
ceremonies which the heathen made uſe of, as they were 
abominations to the Lory, particularly the horrid cuſtom of 
offering their own ſons and daughters as burnt-offerings; 
but they were to adhere ſteadily to the ordinances which | 
Moſes had before made known, and which he now repeated. 
From theſe injunctions, we learn, that it is pleaſing to me 
Lox to ſee His people aſſembled together in public worthip, 
and that He delights in beholding them cheerful and happy. 
iow far the ordinances of Moſes are to be obſerved by 
Chriſtians, may be learnt from the New Teſtament, 
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ND Moſes faid unto the children of Iſrael, It 
there ariſe among you a prophet, or a dreamer of 
dreams, and giveth thee a ſign or wonder, and the 
ſign or the wonder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake 
unto thee, ſaying, Let us go after other Gops, which 
thou haſt not known, and let us ſerve them: "Thou 
ſhalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or 
that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your Gon 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lok 
your Gop with all your heart and with all your ſoul. 
Ye ſhall walk after the Lox D your Gop, and fear 
him, and keep his commandments, and obey his 
voice, and ye ſhall ſerve him, and cleave unto him. 


When thou art come into the land which the 
_ Lokp thy Gop giveth thee, thou ſhalt not learn to 


do after the abominations of thoſe nations. 

'There ſhall not be found among you any one that 
maketh his ſon or his daughter to paſs through the 
fire, or that uſeth divination, or an obſerver of times, 
or an enchanter, or a. witch, or a charmer, or a 
conſulter with familiar ſpirits, or a wizard, or a ne- 
cromancer. I OP 1 
For all that do theſe things are an abomination 
unto the LorD: and becauſe of theſe abominations 
the Load thy Gop doth drive them out from before 
thee, : 


Thou 
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Thou ſhalt be perfect with the LoRx D thy Gop. 

For theſe nations which thou ſhalt poſſeſs heark- 
enced unto obſervers of times, and unto diviners, but 
as for thee, the Lo thy Gop hath not ſuffered 
thee ſo to do. 

The Lorp thy Gop will raiſe up unto thee a Pro- 
phet from the midſt of thee, of thy brethren, like 
unto me; unto him ye ſhall hearken; according to 
all that thou deſiredſt of the LoRDH thy Gop in Ho- 
reb, in the day of the aſſembly, ſaying, Let me not 
hear again the voice of the LoRD my Gop, neither 
let me ſee this great fire any more, that I die not. 

And the LoRp ſaid unto me, They have well ſpo- 
ken that which they have ſpoken. 

[ will raiſe them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I 
ſhall command him, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever will not 
hearxen unto my words which he {hall ſpeak in my 
name, I will require it of him. 

But the prophet which ſhall preſume to ſpeak a word 
in my name, which I have not commanded him to 
ſpeak, or that ſhall ſpeak in the name of other Gos, 
even that prophet hall die. 


ANNOTATIONS axd REFLECTIONS. 


; As many of the idolatrous prieſts pretended to be inſpired | 
by their gods to foretel future events, and by magical arts 
performed 
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performed wonderful things, which paſſed on their infatuated 
followers as real miracles, Moſes gave the Iſraelites a rule, 
by which they might diſtinguiſh a true prophet from theſe 
impoſtors. Chriſtians (in the early ages of the Church eſpeci- 
ally) were liable to the ſame kind of impoſition, and had alſo 
arule to go by, as will be obſerved in its proper place. 

As it was known to God that the Iſraelites would be apt 
to follow the example of their neighbours, in performing ſu— 
perſtitious ceremonies, and ſeeking to pry into futurity, by 


_ conſulting perſons who pretended to have intercourſe with 


ſpirits, (called wizards and ſorcerers*) Moſes was ordered to 
give them ſtrict injunctions to the contrary. 

An early acquaintance with the word of Gop, ſhould keep 
us from the d of knowing future events, which God for 
wife reaſons has concealed from us: but ſhould we ever fin! 
an inclination to liſten to fortune-tellers and conjurers, let us 
remember, that Moſes has ſaid, theſe things are abominations 
o the Lox D. Such kind of perſons, cannot, by any human 
art, penetrate into the ſecrets of Providence any more than 
we can; and if they really had an intercourſe with ſpirits, 
they muſt be bad ones, for no others would preſume to make 
known what God thinks fit to conceal; therefore a good pcr- 
ſon would not wiſh to gain information by their means, nor 
truſt themſelves to the direction of the Devil's agents.—But 
we may aſſure ourſelves, that fortune-tellers are impoſtors, 
and know no more than we do what ſhall befal us. 

The Iſraelites were alſo repeatedly commanded not to muk* 
their ſons and their daughters paſs through the fire. In order 
to explain this, it is neceſſary to mention, that it was a cuſtom 
among ſome of the Canaanites, to offer their children in ſa— 
crifice, to an idol called Moloch. The original practice was, 


to burn the innocent victim in a fiery furnace, and ſometimes 


* Moſes gave the Iſraelites a variety of other inſtructions; but 3 
theſe related entirely to their own ceremonial and political law, th 
are omitted. 5 | | 

they 


x 


MOSES EXHORTA TION. 119 


they put it into a braſs ſtatue of their idol flaming hot and to 
drown 1ts cries, muſicians were ordered to play on various 
inſtruments: This ſavage barbarity was carried to ſuch an 
exceſs, that even mothers would embrace their tender in- 
fants, and- then commit them to the flames, without even 
ſhedding 'a ſingle tear. In latter times, they altered the 
cuſtom, and made their children walk between two flow fires 
to the idol; but this was only prolonging the torture, and was 
the cuſtom the Scripture alludes to. 

It is very amazing to think, how ſuch things could ever 
be invented by men; and we may reaſonably ſuppoſe they 
were at firſt inſtigated by the Devil, who glories in the mi- 
ſeries of mankind, and in working whatever is diſpleaſing to 
ALMIGHTY GOODNESS, 

Moſes certainly was endued with the giſt of prophecy, 
and uttered many predictions, particularly towards the end 
of his life: the ſection we have juſt now read, contains i re- 
markable one, reſpecting a Prophet that ſhould ariſe at a 
future time like himſelf, 

The perſon foretold in this prophecy, is allowed to be the 
Mze8SIAaH or SAVIOUR; and the Jews certainly built great 
expectations upon it. We will defer the farther confidera- 
tion of this prediction, till we ſhew how it was fulfilled in 
the perſon of CHRIST. Let us, however, obſerve, that 
Moſes foretold that thoſe would be puniſhed, who ſhould re- 
fuſe to hearken to this new Law-giver and Mediator, and 
gave them a rule by which a juſt judgment might be formed 
of a true or a falſe prophet. 


SECT. 
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. 
PRECEPTS OF BENE vOLENCE, &c. 


F there be among you a poor man of one of thy 
brethren within any of thy gates, in thy land 
which the Lord thy Gop giveth thee, thou ſhalt 
not harden thy heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy 
poor brother; but thou ſhalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his 
need in that which he wanteth. 

Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, and thine heart ſhall 
not be grieved when thou giveit unto him : becauſe 
that for this thing the Lord thy Gop ſhall bleſs 
thee in all thy works, and in all that thou putteſt 
thine hand unto. 

For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land : 
therefore I command thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt oper: 


thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor; and 


to thy needy, in thy land. 
That which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, 


that thou mayeſt live, and inherit the land which the 


Lokp thy Gop giveth thee. 

Thou ſhalt not ſee thy brother's ox or his ſheep 
90 altray, and hide thyſelf from them; thou ſhalt 
in any caſe bring them again unto thy brother. And 
if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know 


him not: then thou ſhalt bring it unto thine own. 
houſe 
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houſe, and it ſhall be with thee until thy brother 
ſeek after it, and thou ſhalt reſtore it to him again. 

In ike manner ſhalt thou do with his aſs, and fo 
ſhalt thou do with his raiment; and with all loft 
things of thy brother's, which he hath loſt, and thou 
haſt found, ſhalt thou do likewiſe : thou mayeſt not 
hide thyſelf. 

Thou ſhalt not ſee thy brother's aſs or his ox fall 
down by the way, and hide thyſelf from them; thou 
{halt ſurely help him to lift them up again. 

Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant that is 
poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or 
of the ſtrangers that are in thy land within thy gates: 
at his day thou ſhalt give him his hire, neither ſhall 
the ſun go down upon it; tor he is poor, and ſetteth 
his heart upon it: leſt he cry againſt thee unto the 
LorD, and it be fin unto thee. | 

When thou cutteſt down thine harveſt in thy field, 
and haſt forgot a ſheaf in the field, thou ſhalt not go 
again to fetch it: it ſhall be for the ſtranger, for the 
fatherleſs, and for the widow ; that the Lokxp thy 
Gon may bleſs thee in all the work of thine hands. 

Thou ſhalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a 


great and a ſmall, 


Thou ſhalt not have in thine ho! uſe divers mea- 
ſures, a great and a ſmall. 

But thou thalt have a perfect and juſt weight, a 
perfect and juſt meature ſhalt thou have; that thy 
days may be lengthened in ihe land which the Lon 
thy Gop giveth thee. 


oel. | bb”: i For 
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For all that do ſuch things, and all that do un- 
righteouſly, are an abomination unto the Lorp thy 


(30D. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


The foregoing precepts are ſelected from thole parts of the 
Exhortation of Moſes, which we have palled over.— Their 
meaning is ſo clear, and their application ſo umverſal, tl! 
it 1s needleſs to comment on them. It may, however, bc 
proper to point out, that Moſes, who ſpake by Divine inſpi— 
ration, declared, that all awho do UNRIGHTEOUSLY are ar 
abomination to the LORD. 


I., III. 


Moszs' EXHORTATION coNTINUEp— THE Co- 
VENANT RENEWED WITH THE ISRAELIT ES. 


THESE are the words of the covenant which the 

Lokp commanded Moſes to make with the 

children of Iſrac] in the land of Moab, beſides the cove- 
nant which he made with them in Horeb, 

And Moſes called unto all Iſrael, and ſaid unto 
them, Ye have ſeen all that the LoRD did before your 
eyes inthe land of Egypt, unto Pharoah, and unto all 
his ſervants, and unto all his land; 

The great temptations which thine eyes have ſeen, 
the ſigns and thoſe great miracles : | 


Hat 
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Hath not the Lon p given you an heart to perceive, 
and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear, unto this day“? 

And I have led you forty years in the wilderneſs : 
your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy 
ſhoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 

Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk 
wine or ſtrong drink: that ye might know that I am 
the Lorp your Gop. 

Keep therefore the words of this cov ;enant, and do 
them, that ye may profper in all that ye do. 

Ye ſtand this day all of you before the Lond your 
(30D, your captains of your tribes, your elders, and 
your officers, with all the men of Irael. 


Your little ones, your wives, and thy ſtra anger that 
is in thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto the 
drawer of thy water. 

That thou ſhouldeſt enter into coyenant with the 
Lokp thy Gop, and into his oath, which the Logp 
thy GoD maketh with thee this day: 

That He may eſtabliſh thee to-day for a people unto 
Himſelf, and that He may be unto thee a Gop, as He 
hath ſaid unto thee, and as He hath worn unto thy 
tathers, to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob. | 

Neither with you only do 1 make this cov enant and 
this oath ; | 

But with him that ſtandeth here with us this day 
before the LoRD your Gop, and alſo with him that 
Ny is not here with us this day. 8 


Learned critics ſay, that this verſe may be tranſlated interrogatively. 


a See Eſſay for a new Tranſlation. 
= | 8 2 | Leſt 
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Leſt there ſhould be among you man or woman, or 
family or tribe, whoſe heart turneth away this day 
from the LoRD our Gop, to go and ſerve the gods 
of theſe nations: leſt there ſhould be among you a root 
that beareth gall and wormwood : 

And it come to paſs, when he heareth the words ot 
this curſe, that he bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, | 
ſhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of 
mine heart to add drunkenneſs to thirſt. | 

The Loxp will not ſpare him; but then the anger 
of the Loxp and his jealouſy thall ſmoke againſt that 
man, and all the curſes that are written in this book 
ſhall lie upon him, and the Lok ſhall blot out his 
name from under heaven, | 

And the Lox ſhall ſeparate him unto evil out of 
all the tribes of Iſrael, according to all the curſes of the 
covenant that are written in this book of the law : 

So that the generation to come of your children that 
ſhall riſe up after you, and the ſtranger that ſhall come 
from a far land, ſhall ſay, when they ſee the plagues 
of that land, and the ſickneſſes which the Lord hath 
laid upon it; 

And that the whole land thereof is brimſtone and 
falt and burning that it is not ſown, nor beareth, nor 
any graſs groweth therein, like the overthrow of So- 
dom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which 
the LorD overthrew in his anger and in his wrath : 

Even all nations ſhall ſay, Wherefore hath the 
 Lorp done thus unto this land? what meaneth the 

heat of this great anger? 


Then 
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Then men ſhall ſay, Becauſe they have forſaken the 
covenant of the Lord Gop of their fathers, which 
he made with them when he brought them forth out 
of the land of Egypt : for they went and ſerved other 
zods, and worſhipped them, gods whom they knew 
not, and whom he had not given unto them : and the 
anger of the Lox D was kindled againſt this land, to 
bring upon it all the curſes that are written in this 
book: and the Lorp rooted them out of their land in 
anger and in wrath and in great indignation, and call 
them into another land, as it is this day. 

The ſecret things belong unto the LozD our Gop; 
but thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law. | 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when all theſe things are 
come upon thee, the bleſſing and the curſe, which I 
have ſet before thee, and thou ſhalt call them to mind 
among all the nations wiuther the Lozn thy Gop hath 
driven thee, and ſhalt return unto the Lonp thy 
God, and ſhalt obey his voice according to all that I 
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with 
all thine heart, and with all thy foul; that then the 
LorD thy Gop will turn thy captivity, and have 
compaſſion upon thee, and will return and gather thee 


from all the nations whither the LoRD thy Gop hath 


{cattered thee. 
If any of thine be driven out unto the outmoſt parts 
of heaven, from thence will the LoRD thy Gop ga- 
G 3 ED: ther 
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ther thee, and from thence will he fetch thee : and 
the Lorp thy Gop will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers poſſeſſed, and thou ſhalt poſſeſs it: 
and he will do thee good, and multiply, thee above 
thy fathers. 

And the Lox D thy Gop will correct thine heart, 
and the heart of thy ſeed, to love the LoxD thy Gop 
with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou 
mayeſt live. | 

And the LORD thy Gop will put all theſe curſes 
upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, 
which perſecuted thee. | 

And thou ſhalt return and obey the voice of the 
Lorn, and do all his commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day. 

And the Lord thy Gop will make thee plenteous in 
every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, 
and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy 
land, for good: for the Lon p will again rejoice over 
thee ior good, as he rejoiced over thy fathers: if thou 
ſhalt kearken unto the voice of the LoRD thy God to 
keep his commandments and his ſtatutes which are 
written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto 
the LoRD thy Gop with all thine heart, and with all 
thy foul. | 

For this commandment which 1 command thee 

this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 
It is not in heaven, that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Who 
ſhall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, thar 

WC 
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we may hear it, and do it? neither is it beyond the ſea, 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Who ſhall go over the ſea for 
us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 


Sce, I have ſet before thee this day life and good, 


and death and evil; in that I command thee this day 
to love the Lord thy G p, to walk in his ways, and 


to keep his commandments. and his ſtatutes and his- 


judzments, that thou mayeſt live and multiply: and 
the Lord thy Gop ſhall blels thee in the land hi- 
ther thou goeſt to poſſeſs it. 

But if thine heart turn away, ſo that thou wilt not 
hear, but ſhalt be drawn away, and worſhip other 
gods, and ſerve them; I denounce unto you this day 
that ye ſhall ſurely periſh, and that ye ſhall not pro- 
long your days upon the land whither thou paſſeſt over 
Jordan to go to pollets it. 

I call heaven and earth to record this day againfſe 


you, that I have ſet before you life and death, blef-- 


ſing and curſing : therefore chiooſe life, tha t both mou 
and thy feed may live: that thou mayeſt love the 

Lokp thy Gop, and that thou mayeſt obey his voice, 
and that thou mayeſt cleave unto him; for he is thy 
life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayeſt 
dwell in the land which the Lozp ſware unto thy fa- 


thers, to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob, to give 


them. 


And Moſes a4 the prieſts the Levites ſpake unto 


all Iſrael, ſaying, Take heed, and hearken, O Iſrael; 


this day thou art become the people of the LoRD thy 
Gop, 
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This day the Loxp thy Gop hath commanded 
thee to do theſe ſtatutes and judgments: thou ſhalt 
therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and 
with all thy ſoul. 

Thou hait avouched the Lokp this day to be thy 
God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his ſta- 
tutes and his commandments and his judgments, and 
to hearken unto his voice: and the LorpD hath 
avouched thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he 
hath promiſed thee, and that thou ſhouldeſt keep all 
his commandments; and to make thee high above all 
nations which he hath made, in praiſe, and in name, 
and in Honour 3 and that thou mayeſt be an holy peo- 
ple unto the Lon p thy Gop, as he hath ſpoken. 

Thou ſhalt therefore obey the voice of the Lord 
thy Gop, and do his commandments and his ſtatutes, 
which I command thee this day. 


ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS. 


As many of the people were either not born, or too young, 
to underſtand the covenant which was made with their fa- 
thers at Horeb, the LoxD vouchſafed to renew it with them, 
and Moſes was the mediator as in the beginning.—All thoſe 
were included, who were under the neceſſity of being abſent. . 

We find that the Lo RD encouraged the Iſraelites to be obe- 
dient, by the promiſe of great bleſlings; deterred them 
from difobedience by ſevere threatnings; and gave great 
hopes of mercy to the penitent; ſo that no motive was want- 
ing to incline them to keep the covenant. 

How comfortable was the ſolemn aTurance they received, 
that they were become the people of the Lord their Gov! 

How 
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How awful the thought, that they had bound themſelves to 
keep all His commandments! This cbligation was a very ex- 


tenſive one; for the law of Moles conſiſted, as we find, of 


numberleſs articles, the chief end of the ceremonial precepts 
was, as we have before obſerved, to prefigure the perſon and 
tranſactions of the Mssian; of the politicul precepts, to keep 
them a ſeparate nation; and the moral were in general 
ſuited to all wankind, This law was perfectly adapted to 
the condition of the Iſraclites; but it was very burdenſome, 
and gave no certain hopes of cternal happine!s, The Chriſtian 
Covenant is greatly ſuperior to it, as is proved by the writings 
of the New Teſtament: in ſtüudying of which, we ſhall find 
ample cauſe to be thankful to God for making us partakers 
of the better Covenant. —1n the mean time, let us treafure 
up in our mind the religious and moral injunctions which Moſes 
gave to the Iſraclites; for they will be tound very applicable 
to us, who are become the peculiar people of Go, 


SU F.PLE MENT. 


On the ſame day that the covenait was made, Moſes} 
charged the people to build an altar to the LoRb, and write 
upon the ſtones that compoſed it, the words of the lav, and 
directed, that as ſoon as they had paſſed over Jordan, the 
twelve tribes ſhould divide themſelves into two parties, ond 
to ſtand on mount Gerazim, the other on mount Ebal, (which 
were ſo near to each other, that nothing but a valley, about 
200 paces wide, parted them) and there to pronounce a par- 
ticular form of bleiling on thoſe that kept the covenant, and 
of curſing on thoſe that broke it; and we have in our Church 
a ceremony anſwerable to this, a commination or denounc- 
ing of God's vengeance againſt ſinners, pronounced every 
year, on the firſt day of Lent, commonly called Aſh-Wednef- 
day, when ſuitable prayers are read, and, as in the original 

| 85 a pointment 
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130 THE.ASRAELITES ENCOURAGED. 
appointment at mount Gerazim, all the people anſwer AMEN, 
as much as to ſay, that they acknowledge the Divine juſtice 
of the denunciation (which is collected from the Scriptures) 
and reſolve to flee thoſe vices, to which the curſe of Gon 
is due. 


CTC 


Mosks ENCOURAGETH JOSHUA AND THE ISRAEL- 
ITES TO CONFIDE IN GOD. 


ND Moſes went, and ſpake theſe words unto all 

Iſrael. | 
And he ſaid unto them, I am an hundred and 
— twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and 
come in; alſo the Lonp hath ſaid unto me, Thou 
ſhalt not go over this Jordan. 

The Log thy Gop, he will go over before thee, 
and he will deſtroy theſe nations from before thee, 
and thou ſhalt poſſeſs them: and Joſhua, he ſhall go 

over before thee, as the Lon p hath ſaid. 

hee ſtrong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the Lonp thy Gop, be it is that 
doth go with thee, he will not fail thee nor forſake 
thee. --------: : | 
And Moſes called unto Joſhua, and ſaid unto him 
in the tight of all Iſrael, Be ſtrong and of a good cou- 
rage: tor thou muſt go with this people unto the land 
which the Logp hath ſworn unto their fathers to give 
them; and thou thalt cauſe them to inherit it. 

| . And 


THE LORD APPEARE T II. TT 


3 

And the Lox, he it is that doth go before thee, 
he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither 
forſake thee : fear not, neither be diſmayed. 

And Moſes: wrote this law, and delivered it unto 
the prieſts, the ſons of Levi, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the Loxp, and unto ail the elders of 
Ifracl. 

And Moſes commanded them, ſaying, At the end 
of every ſeven years, in the ſolemnity of the year of 
releaſe, in the feaſt of tabernacles, W hen all Iirael is 
come to appear before the Lonxp thy Gop- in the 
place which he ſhaii chooſe; thou ſhalt read this Jaw 
before all Iſrael, in their hearing. 

Gather the people together, men, and women, and 
PRI, and 5 og OR iS 9 99 599 th 
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of this law; and that their children, which have not 
known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the 
LorD your Gop, as long as ye live in the land 
whither ye go over Jordan to poſtęſs it. 

And the Lon p ſaid unto 1 Behold, thy days 
approach that thou mult die, call 
yourſelves in the 3 4 the congregation, 
that I may give him a charge. And Moſes and 
Joſhua went, and. preſented themſclves in the taber- 
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nacle of the congregation. 
And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a pil- 


lar of a cloud: and the pillar of the cloud food over 


the door of the tabernacle, . And 
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132 THE SONG OF THE LORD. 


And the Logp faid unto Moſes, Behold, thou 
Malt ſleep with thy fathers, and this people will riſe 
ap, and go after the Goos of the ſtrangers of the land 
whither they go to be amongſt them, and will forſake 
me, and break my covenant which I have made with 
them: "Then my anger ſhall be kindled againſt them 
in that day, and I will forſake them, and I will hide 
my face from them, and they thall be devoured, and 
many evils and troubles ſhall befal them; ſo that they 
will fay in that day, are not theſe evils come upon us 
becauſe our Gop is not amongſt us? 

And I will ſurely hide my face in that day, for all 
the evils which they ſhall have wrought, in that they 


are turned unto other Gops. 


Now therefore write ye this ſong for you, and teach 
it the children of Iſrael: put it in their mouths, that 
this ſong may be a witneſs for me againſt the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. 

For when I ſhall have brought them into the land, 
which I ſware unto their fathers, that floweth with 
milk and honey; and they ſhall have eaten and filled 
themſelves and waxen fat; then will they turn unto 
other Gons, and ſerve them, and provoke me, and 
break my covenant, 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when many evils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this ſong ſhall teſtify 
againſt them as a witneſs : for it ſhall not be forgotten 


dut of the mouths of their ſeed ; for I know their ima- 


ination, which they go about even now, before J 


have brought them into the land which 1 ſware. 
e | Moſes 
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Moſes therefore wrote the ſong the ſame day, and 
taught it the children of Iſrael. 

And he gave Joſhua the ſon of Nun a charge, and 
' ſaid, Be ſtrong, and of a good courage: for thou 
ſhalt bring the children of Iſrael into the land which I 
{ware unto them: and I will be with thee. 

And it came to paſs when Moſes had made an end 
of writing the words of this law in a book, until they 
were finiſhed; That Moſes commanded the Levites 
which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lok p, fay- 
ing, Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
ſide of the ark of the covenant of the LoR D your G op, 
that it may be there for a witneſs againſt thee. 

For I know thy rebellion, and thy ſtiff neck; be- 
hold, while J am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
been rebellious againſt the LoRD; and how much 
more after my death ? 

Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and 
your officers, that I may ſpeak thefe words in their 
ears, and call heaven and earth to record againſt them. 

For I know that after my death ye will utterly cor- 
rupt yourſelves, and turn afide from the way which I 
have commanded you: and evil will befal you in the 
latter days; becauſe ye will do evil in the ſight of the 
LoxD to provoke him to anger through the work of 
your hands. 

And Moſes ſpake in the ears of all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael the words of the long, unti they were 
ended. | 


ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


How extremely anxious was Loſes for the future welfare of 
the Iſraelites !—It was very roper that the law ſhould be 
written, and that a copy of it mould be depoſited in the Ark, 
leſt the copies given to the elders ſhould be loſt or corrupted, 
by going through ſuch a number of hands. 

Once in ſeven years, the whole law was to be read publicly 
before all the inhabitants of the land of Ifrael.—Even the 
little children, who before did not know any thing, vere to 
be brought to hear it, that they might learn to fear the 
Lord Gonr.—What an excellent cuſtom was this! not an 
individual was ſuffered to remain in 1gnorance of their duty, 
or of the bleſſings and curſes annexed to the covenant. 

How dreadful it is to reflect, that under a more perfect dif. 
penſation than the Moſaic, thouſands, nay millions, amongſt 
us, have grown up without any religious inſtruction, and have 
lived in worſe than heathen darkneſs, in a land, on which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſheds its cleareſt light! —At length, 
through the tender mercy of our God, the day ſpring from 
on high has viſited them, to guide their feet into the way ©: 
peace, —The children of the poor, who before knew not 
any thing, are now taught to fear the LoRD their Gop, and 
keep his Sabbaths; and we may hope, that the rilng gene- 
ration will be a people acceptable to Him “k. & 

That the Iſraelites might be convinced of the fore-know- 
ledge of Gop, the Lo RD foretold how they would forſake E. 
covenant, and what would be their ſentiments, when they 
had brought the evil upon themſelves which he threatened. 

Withwhat calm reſignation did Moſes receive the tidings ot. 
his approaching death !—His only care was to give all poſlible 

* There is an excellent ſermon on this text, preacked at Painſwic!:, 
is Gloceſterſhire, for the benefit of Sunday Schovls, by Dr. Glaſſe. 


inſtruc. 
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inſtruction to the people he was going to leave, and to their 
leader, who was to ſucceed him.—The ſubſequent behaviour 
of the Iſraelites will ſhew that he was a true prophet, 

That they might never want a proper fund of devotion, 
the LoRD inſpired Moſes to compole a ſons, or poem, and 
commanded him, after repeating it to the Iſraelites, to cauſe 
them to learn it by heart. — In this was expreſſed, in a moſt 
elegant manner, the many benefits and favours which Goh 
had beſtowed on His people, their ingratitude and forgetful- 
neſs of Him; the puniſhments with which he had afflicted 
them, and the commination of greater judgments, if they 
perſiſted to provoke Him, by a repetition of wickedneſs, 


rn 
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ND Moſes the man of Gop bleſſed Iſrael before 
his death. _ 

And Moſes went up from the plains of Moab unto 
the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Piſgah, that is over 
againſt Jericho. And the LoRD ſhewed him all the 
land of Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphthali, and the 
land of Ephraim, and Manaſſeth; and all the land of 


Judah, unto che utmoſt ſea, and the ſouth, and the 


plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of ee 
unto Zoar. 

And the Lok p ſaid unto him, This is the land 
which I ſware unto Abraham, unto Ifaac, and unto 
Jacob, ſaying, I will give it unto thy ſeed: I have 
cauſed thee to ſee it with thine eyes, but thou ſhalt 
not go over thither, 3 
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136 THE DEATH OF MOSES. 


So Moſes the ſervant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lonp. 

And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, 
over againſt Beth-peor; but no man. Enoweth of his 
ſepulchre unto this day. 

And Moſes was an hundred and twenty years old 
| when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
[ force abated, 
[ And the children of Iſrael wept for Moſes in the 
| plains of Moab thirty days: ſo the days of weeping 
and mourning for Moſes were ended. 

And there aroſe not a prophet ſince in Iſrael like 
unto Moſes, whom the LorD knew face to face. 

In all the ſigns and the wonders which the LoRD 
ſent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and 
to all his ſervants, and to all his land. 

And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Moſes ſhewed in the fight of all Iſrael. 


— — — . — 
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ANNOTATIONS ax D REFLECTIONS. 


Moſes, though 129 years old, enjoyed perfect health and 
ſtrength to the laſt, and the facultics of his mind were bke- 
wife unimpaired; yet he cheerfully obeyed the ſummons of 
1 the Loxro, and aſcended the mountain to die there. This 
| is a convincing proof, that he looked for the performance ct 

a better covenant in another world: for though we Go not 

find in the BIBLE, that Moſes was commiſſioned by GoD to 
1 make any promiſes to the people concerning everlaſiing bap- 
ii * pineſs, they certainly underſtood the bleſſings of Canaan to be 
1 | 27 be's 
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types or ſhadows of good things to come.—Before his death, he 
pronounced a prophetic bleſling on the people. | 

We have now brought the hiſtory of Moſes to a concluſion ; 
and ſurely no man ever led a more exemplary life, —With 
what amiable meekneſs did he endure the hardſhips and toil 
of governing a difcontented people! nothing could abate the 
ardor of his affection for his countrymen, or diſhearten him 
in his endeavours to ſerve them, It was becauſe his love 
for them was 1nvincible, that he endured all their complaints 
and reproaches with ſuch perſevering calmneſs, as to obtain 
him this character, that he wwas very meck above all the men 
that dwelt upon the face of the earth: which HE who knew 
all hearts, even the SI RIT of Truth, dictated Moſes to write 
of himſelf, that the world might be made acquainted with 
what otherwiſe would never have been known. 

From the example of Moſes, let us learn to cultivate 
that charity which is not eaſily provoked. —To enable us to 
practice the virtue of meekneſs, it is neither neceſſary that 
we ſhould be poſſeſſed of diſtinguiſhed abilities, nor placed 
inan exalted ſtation. Every relation, every ſituation in life, 
affords us ſufficient opportunities for the exerciſe of this 
temper. Inthe preſent ſtate of human nature, we need not 
therefore be at a loſs for occaſions to exerciſe a meek and gen- 
tle temper; and if we be properly under the influence of the 
principle of benevolence, we ſhall never want the inclination“. 

We have now gone through the PENTATEUCH, that is, 
the five books written by Moſes, called Geneſis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy :—they are exceedingly 
valuable to us on account of the important inſtruction they 
afford, the examples of faith and piety propoſed to our imi- 


tation, and the wonderful proofs of the power, wiſdom, and 


goodneſs of Gop, which, if properly conſidered, will incline. 


* Theſe reflections are chiefly extracted from Dr. Enfield's ſerraon 
on the charaQer of Moſes, 
: | 2 


thee. 


138 JOSHUAs COMMISSION, 


us to love and fear Him: and they likewiſe contain, the only 
account to be depended on, of the original of all things. — 
The laſt chapter of Deuteronomy is ſuppoſed to have been 
written by Joſhua; whoever was the writer was certainly in- 
ſpired by Gop, for no man knew the circumſtances that arc 
here related.—Leſt the people ſhould offer divine worſhip to 
Moſes after his death, the place of his burial was concealed. 


SE T. OAVL 


Josyuva APPOINTED TO THE GOVERNMENT BY 
THE LORD, AND ACCEPTED BY THE PEOPLE, 


OW after the death of Moſes the ſervant of the 
Lok, it came to paſs, that the Lond ſpake 
unto Joſhua the ſon of Nun, Moſes' miniſter, ſaying. 
Moſes my ſervant is dead; now therefore ariſe, go 
over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the 
land which I do give to them, even to the children. 
of Iſrael. _ 

Every place that the ſole of your foot ſhall trac 
upon, that have I given unto you, as I ſaid unte 
Moſes. 

From the wilderneſs and this Lebanon, even unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land ct 


the Hittites, and unto the great ſea, toward the going 


down of the ſun, ſhall be your coaſt, 

There ſhall not any man be able to ſtand before 
thee all the days of thy life. As I was with Moſes, 
ſo will I be with thee; I will not fail thee nor forſake 


Be 


re 


ke 
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| Be ſtrong and of a good courage: for unto this 
people ſhalt thou divide for an inheritance the land 


which I ſware unto their fathers to give them. 


Only be thou ſtrong and very courageous, that 
thou mayeſt obſerve to do according to all the law 
which Moſes my ſervant commanded thee: turn not 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayeſt proſper whitherſoever thou goeſt. | 
Ibis book of the law thall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou ſhalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayeſt obſerve to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou ſhalt make thy way 
proſperous, and then thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs, 

Have not I commanded thee ? Ee ſtrong and of a 
good courage, be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed: 
for the Lord thy Gop is with thee whitherſoever 
thou goeſt. 

Then Joſhua commanded the officers of the people, 
ſaying, paſs through the hoſt, and command the peo- 
ple, ſaying, Prepare you victuals; for within three 
days ye ſhall paſs ove this Jordan, to go in to poſſeſs 
the land which the LoRD your Gop giveth yu to poſ- 
jels it. 

And to the W and to the Gadites, and to 
half the tribe of Manaſſeh ſpake Joſhua, ſaying, re- 
member the word which Moſes the ſervant of the 
LoxD commanded you, ſaying, The Loxp your 
Gop hath given you reſt, and hath yen you this 
land, | 

Your 


= - 
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remain in the land which Moſes gave you on this ſide 


ye ſhall return unto the land of your poſſeſſion, and 
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Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle ſhall 


Jordan; but ye ſhall paſs before your brethren armed, 
all the mighty men of valour, and help them. 

Until the LorD have given your brethren reſt, as 
as he hath given you, and they alſo have poſſeſſed the 
land which the Lon p your Gop giveth them: then 


enjoy it, which Moſes the Loxp's ſervant gave you 
on this fide Jordan toward the ſun- riſing. 

And they anſwered Joſhua, ſaying, All that thou 
commandeſt us we will do, and whitherſoever thou 
ſendeſt us we will go. 

According as we hearkened unto Moſes in all things, 
ſo will we hearken unto thee: only the Lord thy 
Gop he with thee, as he was with Moſes. 

W hoſoever he be that doth rebel againſt thy com- 
mandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in 
all that thou commandeſt him, he ſhall be put to 


death: only be ſtrong and of a good courage. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Joſhua was the propereſt perſon in the world for the im- 
portant office he was appointed to, becauſe he had for ſom: 


time been the conſtant companion of Moſes, and receive 


ample inſtructions from him; he was likewiſe a man of exer- 
plary life and converſation. Toconquer Canaan, and govern 
Iſrael, were great undertakings; but he had every degree 0: 


| encouragement that he could deſire, for he had received in- 


fallible 
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fallible aſſurances that the LoRD would ſtrengthen him to 
perform whatever he required him to attempt. 

The preſent enterprize of paſſing the river Jordan, was 
certainly (according to the common courſe of things) very 
unlikely to be attended with ſucceſs, as there was no bridge 
by which they could march acroſs it; neither were they fur- 
niſhed with boats to paſs it; and the river, though not 
broad, was too rapid for armed men to ſwim over: notwith- 
ſtanding theſe obſtacles, Joſhua made not the leaſt objection 
to the undertaking, knowing that all things are poſſible to 
Gop. The people were in a moſt excellent diſpoſition of 
mind, for they willingly ſubmitted to his authority, and 
devoutly wiſhed for the PRxFESEN CFH of Go amongſt them, 
encouraging Joſhua to purſue the work he had engaged | in 
with ſteadineſs and cheerfulneſs. 

Joſhua on this occaſion commanded the people 20 prepare 
them wifuals; from which we may conclude, that the LORD 
had informed him manna would ceaſe. We find that the 
Reubenites and Gadites attended, according to the covenant 
they had made with Moſes ; but as their tribes compoſed an 
army of an hundred thouſand fighting men, he took only 
half of them, leaving the reſt to defend their new poſſeſſions 
and their families. 

From the Lok D's injunction to Joſhua, to meditate in the 
book of the law day and night, we may underſtand that a di- 
ligent ſtudy of the Scriptures, with a view to the regulation 


of our lives and actions, is the way to obtain proſperity.— Of 


this, we may be certain, that it is the only likely method to 
ſecure our eternal happineſs. 


SECT, 
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JosHUA SENDS SPIES To JERICHO, WHO ARE cok- 
CEALED FROM THEIR PURSUERS BY RAHAB, 


ND Joſhua the ſon of Nun ſent out of Shittim 
two men to ſpy ſecretly, ſaying, Go, view the 
land, even Jericho: and they went and came into an 
harlot's houſe, named Rahab, and lodged there. 
And it was d the king of Jericho, ſaying, Be- 


Hold, there came m1 in hither to night of the chil- 


dren of Iſrael to ſearch it the country, 

And the king of Jericho ſent unto Rahab, ſaying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are 
entered into thine houſe: for they be come to ſearch 
out all the country. | 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them, 
and ſaid thus, There came men unto me, but I wilt 
not whence they were: and it came to pals about the 
time of ſhutting of the gate, when it was dark, that 
the men went out: whither the men went, I wot not; 
purſue after them quickly: for ye ſhall overtake 
them, 5 | 

But ſhe had brought then up to the roof of the 
houſe, and hid them with the ſtalks of flax, which the 
had laid in order upon the roof. 

And the men purſued after them the way to Jordan, 
unto the fords; and as ſoon as they which purſued 
after them were gone out, they ſhut che gate. 

. | And 


Ind 
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And before they were laid down, ſhe came up unto 
them upon the roof; and ſhe ſaid unto the men, I 
know that the Lok D hath given you the land, and 
that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the in- 
habitants of the land faint becauſe of you. 

For we have heard how the Lord dried up the wa- 
ter of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the 
Amorites that were on the other fide Jordan, Sihon 
and Og, whom ye utterly deſtroyed. | 

And as ſoon as we had heard theſe things our hearts 
did melt, neither did there remain any more courage 
in any man, becauſe of you: for the Lord your Gop, 
he is Gop in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 

Now, therefore, I pray you, ſwear unto me by the 
LoRD, ſince I have ſhewed you kindneſs, that ye will 
alſo ſhew kindneſs unto my father's houſe; and give 
mea true token : and that ye will fave alive my father, 
and my mother, and my brethref, and fiſters, and 
all that they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

And the men anſwered her, Our life for yours, if 
ye utter not this our buſineſs. And it ſhall be when 
the LoxD hath given us the land, that we will deal 
kindly and truly with thee. 

Then ſhe let them down by a cord through the 
window: for her houſe was upon the town-wall, and 
ihe dwelt upon the wall. 

And ſhe ſaid unto them, Get ye to the mountain, 
leſt the purſuers meet you; and hide yourleiyes there 

three 
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three days, until the purſuers be returned; and after- 


ward may ye go your way. 


And the men ſaid unto her, We will be blameleſs 
of this thine oath which thou haſt made us ſwear, 

Behold, when we come into the land, thou ſhalt 
bind this line of ſcarlet thread in the window which 
thou didſt let us down by: and thou ſhalt bring thy 
father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father's houſhold home unto thee, 

And it ſhall be, that whoſoever ſhall go out of the 
doors of thy houſe into the ſtreet, his blood ſhall be 
upon his head, and we will be guiltlels: and whoſo- 
ever ſhall be with thee in the houſe, his blood ſhall be 
upon our head, if any hand be upon him. 

And if thou utter this our buſineſs, then we will be 
quit of thine oath which thou haſt made us to ſwear. 

And ſhe ſaid, According to your words, ſo be it. 
And ſhe ſent them away, and they departed. And 
ſhe bound the ſcarlet line in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the mountain, and 
abode there three days until the purſuers were returned 
and the purſuers ſought them throughout all the way, 
but found them not, 

So the two men returned, and deſcended from tlie 


mountain, and paſſed over, and came to Joſhua the 


ſon of Nun, and told him all things that befel them. 
And they ſaid unto Joſhua, Truly the Loxp hath 
delivered into our hands all the land: for even all the 
inhabitants of the country do faint becauſe of us. 
ANNOTA- 


KAWAB VINDICATYD. #8 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Jericho was a city juſt oppoſite to the place where the 
Iſraelites were to paſs the river Jordan, and therefore the 
neareſt for them to attack:—from what motive Joſhua was 
induced to ſend ſpies thither, we are not informed; but we 


may reaſonably conjecture, that he was commanded to do 


ſo, for the purpoſe of ſaving Rahab, who would otherwiſe 
have been involved in the general deſtruction. 

This woman is called a harlot; but it ſeems that the He- 
brew word will admit of another interpretation, an hoſeſs; 
therefore we may ſuppole, that Rahab kept an inn, to which 
theſe travellers repaired for refreſhment; for as they were 
utter ſtrangers to the place, and going on ſuch an errand, 
they could not expect or venture to ſeek for hoſpitality from 
the inhabitants of Jericho.—From Rahab's account of the 
confternation which prevailed in Jericho, we learn in what 
manner the terror of the LoRD, that fear which He promiſed ot 
fend before his people upon the heathen nations, operated, and 


by the effect which it had upon her, we may underſtand, that 


it was calculated to produce wiſdom in well-inchned minds, 
bat to intimidate the preſumptuous ſinner, 

In order to clear Rahab from the imputation of ache 
and treaſon, we muſt conſider, that her mind was poſſeſſed 
wth a thorough perſuaſion, that the Gop of Iſrael was LoRD 
of all :hings in heaven and earth; and that He was able to do 
by that city as He had done by Egypt, and therefore ſhe 
feared His ALMIGHTY power. By what means ſhe had re- 
ceived intimation of the deſign of Gop towards the Ca- 
naanites is uncertain, though from her own words we may 
conclude, that the king and people of Jericho had been 
warned of the intended deſtruction of the place: all except- 
ing herſelf were unmoved; ſhe, on the contrary, ſecretly 
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reſolved to adore and worſhip the GOD of Iſrael, theretore 
rejoiced in the opportunity of being ſerviceable to His people, 
Thoſe kings who threw off the authority of Gov, and de- 


voted themſelves to the worſhip of idols, encouraging their 


ſubjects to commit abominations to the LoRD, were not in- 
titled to allegiance from true believers, becauſe no perſon 
could obey them, without diſobeying Gor ; therefore what 
would have been treaſon and treachery in another caſe, was 
none in Rahab's, as ſhe acted from what ought to be the 
nrſt principle in every breaſt, hα and ſear of the SUPREME 
BEING. Her example however, in reſpect to betraying her 
country, 15 not recommended to future imitation, for it was 
only juſtifiable under thoſe particular circumſtances; ag. 
a people exidently devoted to deſtruction for their wickednels, 
and in faveur of a people wifibly under the guidance and 
protection of the ALMIGHTY, In reſpect likewiſe to the 
falſity the uttered, her caſe was of a very particular nature, 
the had but one alternative, either to conceal the men whoſe 
cauſe ſhe had eſpouſed for juſt reaſons, or to deliver them to 


their enemies; but we cannot wonder, that ſhe ſhould be ſo- 


licitous to provide for her own future ſafety by preſervins 
thoſe, who would ſoon have the power of protecting ler 


from the general deftruction that ſhe believed was coming 


on her country, which her utmoſt fidelity to the people ot 
Jericho would not have been able to avert, Had ſhe owned 
they were in the houſe, ſhe would have betrayed thoſe who, 
properly ſpeaking, were becomeher countrymen. 

The Scriptures of the New Teſtament point out Fahbab 
as a perſon of exemplary piety; and indeed to carrry her 
through ſuch an undertaking, ſhe muſt have had a great de- 
gree of faith*, but ſhe did not reſt here; ſhe ſhewed her fair) 
by her worksf.—Let us imitate Rahab in reſpect to faith 
and truſt in Gop, and, like her, let us ſhew kindneſs to his 


* Heb xi. 31. 4 Jam. i. 25. 


faithful 


aithful 


reign over us: 


conſequently entitled to the loyalty of his ſubjects, who 
could not betray him to an enemy without being guilty of a 
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faithful ſervants, —We ſhall never be tempted as the was, to 
forfeit our allegiance to our ſovereign on account of 1D0La- 


TROUS WORSHIP, for none but a profeſſed CHRISTIAN can 
the King 1s bound to defend our faith, and 


great ſin, 


FS o REVH. 
THE HISTORY OF JOSHUA, 


THE WaTERs oF JoRDAN DIVIDE, AND THE 


PEOPLE PASS THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE 
RIVER. 


A ND Joſhua roſe early in the morning; and they 


removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, 


he and all the children of Iſra el, and lodged there be. 


fore they paſſed over. 

And it came to paſs after three days that the ofli- 
cers went through the hoſt; and they commanded 
the people, ſaying, When ye ſee the ark of the cove- 


nant of the LoR D your Gop, and the prieſts the Le- 


vites bearing it, then yeſhall remove from your place, 
and go after it. 

Yet there ſhall be a ſpace between you and it, 
about two thouſand cubits by meaſure; come not near 
unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye muſt 
go; for ye have not paſſed this way heretofore. 


H 2 | And 
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And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Sanctify your- 
ſelves: for to-morrow the Log p will do wonders 


among you. 


And Joſhua ſpake unto the prieſts, ſaying, Take 
up the ark of the covenant, and paſs over before the 
people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, 
and went before the people. | 

And the LoRD faid unto Joſhua, This day will I be- 
gin to magnify thee in the ſight of all Iſrael, that they 
may know that as I was with Moſes, ſo J will be 
with thee. 

And thou ſhalt command the prieſts that bear thc 
ark of the covenant, ſaying, M hen ye are come to the 
brink of the water of Jordan, ye ſhall ſtand ſtill in 
Jordan. on” e 

And Joſhua ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, come 
hither, and hear the words of the LoRD your Gon. 

And Joſhua ſaid, Hereby ye ſhall know that the 
living Gop is among you, and that he will without fail 
drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Girgaſhites, and the Amorites, and the Jebuſites. 

Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of al! 
the earth paſſeth over before you into Jordan. 

| Now therefore take ye twelve men out of the tribes 
of Iſrael, out of every tribe a man. 

And it ſhall come to pals, as foon as the ſoles of 


che feet of the prieſts that bear the ark of the Lox, 
the Lorp of all the earth, ſhall reſt in the waters of 
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan ſhall be cut off from 


the 


* 


It 
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the waters that come down from above; and they 
ſhall ſtand upon an heap. | 
And it came to paſs when the people removed from 
their tents to paſs over Jordan, and the prieſts bearing 
the ark of the covenant before the people; and as they 
that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet 
of the prieſts that bare the ark were dipped in the brim 
of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks 
all the time of harveſt: ) 
That the waters which came down from above; 
ſtood and roſe up an heap very far from the city A- 


dam, that is beſide Zaretan; and thoſe that came 


down toward the ſea of the plain, even the ſalt- ſea 
failed, and were cut off: and the people paſſed over 
right againſt Jericho. 

And the prieſts that bare the ark of the covenant of 
the LoRD ſtood firm on dry ground in the midſt of 
Jordan, and all the Iſraelites paſſed over on dry 


ground, until all the people were paſſed clean over Jor- 


dan. 


And it came to paſs when all the people were clean 
paſſed over Jordan, that the Loap ſpake unto Jo- 
ſhua, ſaying, Take you twelve men out of the people, 


out of every tribe a man; and command you them, 


ſaying, Take ye hence out of the midſt of Jordan, out 
of the place where the prieſts feet ſtood firm, twelve 


ſtones, and ye ſhall carry them over with you, and 


leave them in the lodging-place where ye ſhall lodge 

this night. = — 
Then Joſhua called the twelve men, whom he had 

prepared of the chil lren of Iſrael, out of every tribe a 
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And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Paſs over before the ark 
of the Lord your God into the midſt of Jordan, and 
take ye up every man of you a ſtone upon his ſhoulder, 
according unto the number of the tribes of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. 

That this may be a ſign among you, that when 
your children aſk their fathers in time to come, ſay- 
ing, What mean ye by theſe ſtones ? then ye ſhall an- 
{wer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the LoRx D; when it 
paſſed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and theſe ſtones ſhall be for a memorial unto the 
children of Iſrael for ever. 

And the children of Iſrael did ſo as Joſhua com- 


* manded, and took up twelve ſtones out of the midſt of 


Jordan, as the Lord ſpake unto Joſhua, according to 
the number of the tribes of the children of Iſrael, and 
carried them over with them unto the place where 
they lodged, and laid them down there. 

And Joſhua ſet up twelve ſtones in the midſt of Jor- 
dan, in the place where the feet of the prieſts which 
bare the ark of the covenant ſtood: and they are 
ere unto this day. 5 

For the prieſts Which bare the ark ſtood in the 
midſt of Jordan, until every thing was finiſhed that the 
LorD commanded Joſhua to ſpeak unto the people, 
according to all that Moſes commanded Joſhua: and 

the people haſted and paſſed over. 

And it came to paſs when all the people were clean 
paſſed over, that the ark of the LorD paſſed over, 
and the prieſts in the preſence of the people. And 
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And the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, and half the tribe of Manaſſch paſſed over 
armed before the children of Iſrael, as Moſes ſpake 
unto them : about forty thouſand prepared for war 
paſſed over before the Lord unto battle, to the 
plains of Jericho. 

On that day the LoRD magaified Joſhua in the fighr 
of all Iſrael: and they feared him as they feared Moſes, 
all the days of his life. 

And the Lok D ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, Com- 
mand the prieſts that bear the ark of the teſtimony, 


that they come up out of Jordan, 


Jothua therefore commanded the prieſts ſaying, 
come ye up out of jordan. 

And it came to paſs when the prieſts that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lo RD were come up out of 
the midſt of Jord an, and the ſoles of the prieſts* feet 
were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of 
Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all 
his banks, as they did before. 

And the people came up out of Jordan on the 
tenth day of the firſt month, and encamped in Gilgal, 
in the eaſt border of Jericho, 

And thoſe twelve. ſtones which they took out of 
Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal. 

And he ſpake unto the children of Llirael, ſay ing, 
When your children ſhall 2% their fathers in time to 
come, ſaying, What mean theſe ſtones ? 

Then ye ſhall let your children knows, Caving, 11 
rael came over this Jordan on dry land. 1 

1 For 
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For the LoxD your Gop dried up the waters of 
Jordan from before you, until ye were paſſed over, as 
the Loxp your Gop did to the Red-Sea, which he 
dried up from before us, until we were gone over: 
That all the people of the earth might know the hand 
of the Lok p, that it is mighty: that ye might fear 
the LokD your Goy for ever. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

The Jordan was the molt conſiderable river in the land o. 
ſudea; its courſe was very rapid, though it was not broad; 
it uſually overflowed its banks about the time of the early 
harveſt, The plain of Jordan (through which the river ran) 
fo famed for its palm-trees, is ſaid to have been overſpread 
with roſe- trees of ſuch an incorruptible nature, that being 
kept in water, they would appear in full bloom at any ſeaſon 
of the year. | 
On this occaſion the LoRD honoured Joſhua, for it is ſup- 
poſed that he ſpake unto him from the mercy-ſear, and by 
this means gave a convincing proof to the people, that he 
was with him as He was with Moſes, and that he ſhould 
even command the prieſts. 

The cloudy pillar no longer, appeared, for Moſes the 
mediator was dead, and the LorD never honoured any other 
perſon by ſpeaking to him in ſo familiar a manner; beſides 
the Ilraelites were now going among heathens, and the LoRPp, 
who had declared Himſelf to be a jealous Gop, would not 
diſplay His glory among idolators, but only in the palace o! 
His holineſs. For the future, their marches were to be regu— 
tated by the Ask; and as the Divine PRESENCE was ſti)! 
manifeſted from the mercy-ſeat, the Lo RD might truly be ſaid 
to be among them, and to lead them, 

The Iſrazlites paſſed over Jordan juſt forty years wanting 
five days after their departure out of Egypt, four days be 


fore the annval Riemer of the paſſover, on the very day 0: 
10 
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which the preparation for it began, that their entrance into 
Canaan might be ſanctified by that religious feaſt. 

This miracle was excellently calculated to confirm to this 
new generation the belief of theſe which had been wrought 
tor their forefathers: there could now remain no doubt in 
their minds that the Lo RD had conducted his people through 
the Red-ſea, as they had beheld with their own eyes the was 
ters ol Jordan, which uſed to flow with an impetuous ſtream, 
ſtanding in heaps, arreſted in their courſe by an ALmicaty 
power! | | 

The reflections made on the paſſage through the Red-fſea, 
are applicable to this wonderful event. 

The Lo Rp is in this ſection called the LoRD of the whole 
earth, and this title is frequently given to Him by the pro- 
phets “, from whence we may infer, that although Gop of 
His infinite goodneſs was pleaſed to erect a ſcheme tor pro- 


. moting virtue and preſerving true religion, in one nation of 


the world, upon which.lie conferred particular bleſlings and 
privileges, He did not withdraw His regard from others; 
but was ſtill the Gop and FarHER of all mankind, however 
various His diſpenſations towards them. We find that the 
miracle of dividing Jordan, was deſigned to ſhew forth His 


ALMIGHTY power to all the people of the earth. It was the 


depravity of the heathens, and their attachment to idols, 


that prevented their improvin from it}, 


* Micah iv. 13. Zech. iv. 14 and vi. 5. 
+ See Taylor's Key to the Apoſtolic Writings. 


CIRcUmcisI0N RENEWED—MANNA CEASETH, 
A ND it came to paſs when all the kings of the 
Amorites, which were on the ſide of Jordan 
weſtward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which 

+ 8. | were 
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were by the Sea, heard that the Lox p had dried up 
the waters of Jordan from before the children of Iſ- 
rael until we were paſſed over, that their heart melted 
neither was there ſpirit in them any more, becauſe _ 
of the children of Iſrael. 

And the Lok p faid unto Joſhua, circumciſe again 
the children of Iſrael the ſecond time. 

For the children of Iſrael walked forty years in the 
wilderneſs, till all the. people that were men of war 
which came out of Egypt were conſumed, becauſe 
they obeyed not the voice of the LoRD: unto whom 
the Lox Dd ſware, that he would not ſhew them the 
land which the Loxp ſware unto their fathers, that 
he would give us a land that floweth with milk and 
honey. | 

And their children whom he raiſed up in their ſtead, 
them Joſhua circumciſed, 

And the Loxp ſaid unto Joſhua, This day have I 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place | is called Gilgal unto 
this day. 

And the children of Iſrael encamped in Gilgal, 
and kept the paſſover on the fourteenth day cf the 
month at even, in the plains of Jericho. . 

And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the 
morrow after the paſſover, unleavened cakes, and 
parched corn in the ſelf- ſame day. 

And the manna ceaſed on the morrow after they 
had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the 

children 
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children of Iſrael manna any more, but they did eat 
of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS, 


We have in this ſection a farther account of the effects of tlie 
terror or fear of the LORD. — The ceremony of circumciſion 
had been diſcontinued for a number of years, perhaps from 
the time that the Iſraclites provoked GOD to ſentence them 
to die in the wilderneſs, It was a ſign of faith and. truſt in 
Gop, the ſeal of his covenant, which thoſe rebellious per- 
ſons who deſpiſed the promiſes of the LoD, had broken, 
therefore they were not allowed the privilege of transferring 
the covenant to their children; but the Lord ratified the 
covenant which He had made with this generation, by reſtoring 
to them the rite of circumciſion (which their fathers had for- 
feited) and thereby qualified them to partake of the holy or- 
dinance, which was inſtituted in commemoration of Gob's 
delivering the deſcendants of Abraham, Iiaac, and Jacob, 
from Egyptian bondage. This was the third pallover, and 
every one had been diſtinguiſhed by ſome remarkable event. 
The firſt was at their departure from Egypt, the ſecond ut 
the dedication of the tabernacle, ſoon after which the 1lſrachtes 


committed the fin that excluded them from Canaan, and 


then it was ſuſpended till the preſent joy ful occaſion, 

After the celebration of the paſſover, manna ceaſed, for 
they had no longer need of miraculous food, as the land 
would ſupply them plentifully, for it was harveſt time, and 


the country people had deſerted their corn, becauſe their 


fears impelled them to take ſhelter in Jericho. 


The ceaſing of manna was a very remarkable circumſtance; 


it ſerved to ſhew the Iſraclites, that the falling of it was an 
act of God's providence, and not the effect of natural cauſes, 
It alſo ſerved to prove, that Gop does not work miracles un- 


neceſſarily. WD 8 5 
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JosguA's REMARABLE VISIOx— 
JERICHO TAKEN. 


Yn it came to paſs when Joſhua was by Jeri- 
cho, that he lift up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, there ſtood a man over againſt him, with his 
{word drawn in his hand: and Joſhua went unto him, 
and ſaid unto him, Art thou for us or for our adver- 
faries? and he faid, Nay: but as PRINCE“ of the 
hoſt of the Lord am I now come. 

And Joſhua fell on his face to the earth, and did 
worſhip, and ſaid unto him, What ſaith my LORD 
unto his ſervant? and the PRINCE of the Lord's 
hoſt faid unto Joſhua, Looſe thy ſhoe from off thy 
foot: for the place whereon thou ſtandeſt is holy. 
And Joſhua did ſo. 

Now Jericho was ſtraitly ſhut up, becauſe of tlie 
children of Iſrael: none went out, and none came in. 
And the Lonxp ſaid unto Joſhua, See J have given 
into thine hand Jericho, and the Ring thereof, and the 
mighty men of valour. 
And ye ſhall compaſs the city, all ye men of war, 
and go round about the city once. Thus ſhalt thou 
do {ix days, 

And ſeven prieſts ſhall bear before the ark ſeven 
trumpets of rams horas: and the ſeventh day ye [hall 
* Margina! tranſlation, | 
compals 
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compaſs the city ſeven times, and the prieſts ſhall 
blow with the trumpets. 

And it ſhall come to paſs that when they make a 
long blaſt with the rams horns, and when ye hear the 
ſound of the trumpet, all the people ſhall ſhout with a 
great ſhout, and the wall of the city ſhall fall down 
flat, and the people ſhall aſcend up every man ſtraight 
before him. 

And Joſhua the ſon of Nun called the prieſts, and 
laid unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, 
and let ſeven prieſts bear ſeven trumpets of rams horns 
before the ark of the LORD. 

And he ſaid unto the people, Paſs on, and compaſs 
the city; and let him that is armed paſs on before the 
ark of the Lox. 

And it came to paſs when Joſhua had fokin unto 
the people, that the ſeven prieſts bearing the ſeven 
trumpets of rams horns paſſed on before the LoRp, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lox D followed them. 

And the armed men went before the prieſts that 
blew with the trumpets, and the rere-ward came after 
the ark, the prieſts going _ and blowing with the 
trumpets. 

And Joſhua had rides the people, ſaying, 
Ye ſhall not ſhout, nor make any noiſe with your 
voice, neither ſhall any word proceed out of your 
mouth, until the . I bid you ſhout: then ſhall ye 
ſhout, | 
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So the ark of the Loxp compailed the city, going 
about it once: and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp. 

And Joſhua roſe early in the morning, and the 
prieſts took up the ark of the LoR D. 

And ſeven prieſts bearing ſeven trumpets of rams 
horns before the ark of the LoxD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went 
before them: but the rere-ward came after the ark of 
the LoRD, the prieſts going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. , 

And the ſecond day they compaſled the city once, 
and returned into the camp: ſo they did fix days. 

And it came to pals on the ſeventh day, that they 
roſe early about the dawning of the day, and compaſſed 
the city after the ſame manner, ſeven times: only on 
that day they compaſſed the city ſeven times, 

And it came to paſs at the ſeventh time, when the 
prieſts blew with the trumpets, Joſhua faid unto the 
people, ſhout, for the Lord hath given you the city. 

And the city ſhall be accurſed, even it and all that 
are therein, to the LoRD: only Rahab the harlot ſhall 
live, ſhe and all that are with her in the houſe, becauſe 
ſhe hid the meſſengers that we ſent. 

And ye, in any wiſe keep yourſelves from the ac- 
curſed thing, leſt ye make yourſelves accurſed when 
ye take of the accurſed thing, and make the camp of 
Iſrael a curſe, and trouble it. 


But - 
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But all the ſilver and gold, and veſſels of braſs and 
iron, are conſecrated unto the LoRD: they ſhall come 
into the treaſury of the Lord. 

So the people ſhouted when the prieſts blew with 
the trumpets: and it came to pals when the people 
heard the ſound of the trumpet, and the people 
ſhouted with a great ſhout, that the wall fell down 
flat, fo that the people went up into the city, every 
man ſtraight before him, and they took the city, 

And they utterly deſtroyed all that ws in the city, 
both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and 
ſheep, and aſs, with the edge of the ſword. 

But Joſhua had ſaid unto the two men that had 
ſpied out the country, Go into the harlot's houſe, 
and bring out thence the woman, and all that ſhe 
hath, as ye ſware unto her. 

And the young men that were ſpies, went in, and 
brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mo- 
ther, and her brethren, and all that ſhe had: and 
they brought out all her kindred, and left them with- 
out the camp of Iſrael. 

And they burned the city with fire, and all that 
was therein: only the ſilver and the gold, and the 
veſſels of braſs and of iron, they put into the treaſury 
of the houſe of the Lorp. 

And Joſhua ſaved Rahab the harlot alive, and her 
father's houſhold, and all that ſhe had; and ſhe dwel- 
leth in Iſrael even unto this day: becauſe ſhe hid the 
meſſengers which Joſhua ſent to ſpy out Jericho. 


And 
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And Joſhua adjured them at that time, ſaying, 
Curſed be the man before the Lok p, that riſeth up 
and buildeth this city Jericho : he ſhall lay the foun- 
dation thereof in his firſt-born, and in his youngeſt 
fon ſhall he ſet up the gates of it. 

So the LoxD was with Joſhua, and his fame was 
noiſed throughout all the country. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We have reaſon to think, that Hz who appeared to Joſhua, 
was no other than the LORD Gop; for had it been one of 
the heavenly hoſt, he would not have received the adoratio: 
of Joſhua, which was due to Gop alone. And we find that 
Joſhua was commanded to ſhew the utmoſt reverence, by 
pulling off his ſhoes, as the place he ſtood on was ſanctified 
by the appearance of the LORD of all things. Joſhua gladly 
ſubmitted to this Heavenly leader, convinced that he was the 
ſame good Being who had guided and directed Moſes ; for 
no other could, i» his own name, promiſe him the conqueſt 
of Jericho. Joſhua was commanded to rely entirely. on the 
ALMIGHTY, and not to make the uſual preparations for a 
fiege, as the whole affair would be miraculous, 

The proceedings of Joſhna and the armies of Iſrael muſt 
have a very ſtrange appearance in the eyes of the enemy; 
but certainly nothing could be better calculated to give glory 
to Gop, from whoſe hand victory would come. The priefts 
were Gop's miniſters, and in His name proclaimed war with 
the Canaanites. All the people were commanded to keep 
ſilence; and in order to exerciſe their patience, they were 
required to march round the city for fix ſucceſſive days 
whether the ſeventh was a Sabbath or not, we are not told; 
molt likely it was; but the Iſraelites could not be accuſed o 

| | violating 
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violating tlie Sabbath, becauſe they were employed in the 
immediate ſervice of Gop, who had ſanctified the day, and 
had lately ſhewn Himſelf w//5ly as PRINCE of the hoſts of 
Iſrael. 

What confuſion muſt enſue, when the walls of Jericho fell 
to the ground! and how muſt it diſpirit the wretched inha- 
bitants! Now the people of Iſrael were perfectly convinced 
that no adverſary, how formidable ſoeyer, could ſtand be- 
fore the Lozp; and that the ſtrongeſt walls were no defence 
to thoſe, who were for their wickedneſs devoted to defruc- 
tion. | 

Rahab was not forgotten; the ſcarlet line was carefully 
looked for, and ſhe and her friends preſerved. Then fol- 
lowed a moſt dreadful ſlaughter; men, women, and chil. 
dren, fell a prey to the wrath of Goo! It was now too late 


for them to expect mercy : they knew what had befallen 
Egypt; but they rejected the warnings of Heaven, defied 


the liuing Gor, and worſhipped CREATURES, - and fo 
brought His juſtice upon themſelves. The ſevere treat- 


ment of this city, might likewiſe be intended to ſtrike others 


with awe, By the expreſſion, that the city and its inhabi- 
tants ſhould be accurſed, is meant, that they ſhould be Ex- 
TERMINATED, that is to ſay, deſtroyed and rooted out * .— 


This curſe upon Jericho was Prepares as will appear in a fu 


ture part of this hiſtory. 
Rahab was afterwards married to Salmon, at that time 
head of the tribe of Judah. 


*Eſſay for a new tranſlation, 


SUPPLEMENT. 
Though Joſhua had given ſuch ſtrict injunctions to the 


people, not to take of the accurſed thing (or things which 
were either devoted to deſtruction, or to be conſecrated to 


the 


| 
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the LORD) a man of the tribe of Judah, whoſe name was 
Achan, ſeized upon ſome of the rich plunder, and con- 
cealed it in his tent. Joſhua, unſuſpicious of this treſpaſs, 
and in full confidence that the Loxp would continue to 
bleſs the armies of His people with ſucceſs, detached a 
{mall body of 3000 men only to attack the city of Ai. Con- 
trary to his expectations, they were defeated, a few of them 
Nain, and the reſt put to flight. This defeat ſtruck a damp 
upon the comage of the people, and Joſhua, at a loſs how 
to proceed, had recourſe to Gon.—The Loxp informed 
him, (by Urim and Thummim, as is ſuppoſed) that His di- 
vine commands had been ſacrile giouſly infringed, therefor 
commanded him to have the offender puniſhed with death. 
To find out the perſon who had taken the accurſed thing, 
Joſhua, early the next morning, aſſembled the tribes toge- 
ther before the tabernacle, where, by caſting the lot, firſi 
upon the tribes, and ſo proceeding from tribe to family, from 
family to houſehold, and from houſehold to particular per- 
ſons, the criminal was at length diſcovered to be Achan. 
Achan, inſtead of confeſſing his crime immediately, ſut- 
fered this exact ſcrutiny to be made; and it is not unlikely, 
that thoſe Iſraelites, who fell before Ai, connived at his of- 
fence, perhaps with a view of experiencing, whether the 
Lorp would execute vengeance againſt him, or not. 
Joſhua then conjured Achan to give glory to the LOD. — 
When Achan found that his crime could be no longer con- 
cealed, he confefled that he had taken a royal robe, two 
hundred ſhekels of filver, and a wedge of gold of fifty ſheke!s 
weight, and hid them in the earth in the midſt of his tent. — 
Search was made, and they were found in this place. —It wa: 
highly neceſſary, for the honour of the LoRD, that an ex- 
ample ſhould be made of ſuch an offender, becauſe the Lo RU 
had given an expreſs command, that a preſumprucus finner 
ſhould be put to death“; and the Moſaic law did not admit 


* Numbers xv. 


of. 
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of atonement for individuals, who committed this crime; 
they were doomed to fall as a ſacrifice of atonement for that 
nation, who were ſeparated as a peculiar people to the Lokp, 
and whoſe privileges as ſuch, were ſuſpended, till the ſacri- 
legious member was cut off, Achan, therefore, with his 
whole family, were condemned to be ſtoned to death, which 


| ſentence was executed in the valley of Achor; they were af- 


terwards burned, and a heap of ſtones raiſed over their aſhes 
45 a Monuinent of this dreadful event. 

Though we are not expreſsly told ſo, there is reaſon to 
think, that Achan's family were accomplices with him, at 
leaſt privy to his crime, for he could not well have concealed 
theſe things in the midit of his tent without their knowledge. 
Achan had a very proper ſenſe of his fin, and died penitent, 
therefore we may hope that he and his family were pardoned, 
and received to mercy. 

It is very probable that thoſe people who fled before Ai 
were elated with their ſucceſs againſt Jericho, and imputed it 
to the perſonal valour of Iſrael, not to the miraculous power 
of the Lok. 


Gop certainly could have pointed out the ſinner at once, 


but choſe ty let the diſcovery be made by lot, in a ſolemn 
manner, in order to deter the people from ſuch ſacrilegious 
crimes for the future; that when they ſaw they could not 
conceal any ching from the knowledge of Gop, they might 
fear to diſobey him. And this part of Sacred Hiſtory affords 
a very ſtriking warning to all perſons who dare to practice 
wickedneſs in ſecret, as it proves that there is no concealing 
any thing from that great BRING, who is preſent in all 
places. | | | 

Soon after the death of Achan, Joſhua was commanded to 
go without fear or diſmay, and attack the city of Ai, and the 
1,0RD gave the people permiſſion to exert their own {kill and 


courage on this occaſion, and appropriate the {poil to them 


ſelves. 
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ſelves. Joſhua immediately ſelected 30,000 men, and pro- 
ceeded with this army agreeably to the directions which the 
Lo xp had given him, and gained a complete victory; the 
whole army of the enemy was deſtroyed, the city of Ai burnt, 


and made a heap of rubbiſh, all the inhabitants of it were pit 


to the ſword, and the king, who was taken priſoner, was 
ordered to be hanged upon a gibbet till ſun-ſer, when he was 
taken down, thrown in at a gate of the city, and a heap of 
ſtones raiſed over him.---The cattle and the ſpoil of the city 
the Iſraelites took as a prey for themſelves. 

As Joſhua was now not far diſtant from the mountains of 
Gerizim and Ebal, he reſolved to obey the command which 
he had received from Moſes, reſpeCting the reading the law, 
and propounding the bleſſings and curſes to the people; he 
therefore cauſed an altar to be built, and all the people, 
men, women, and children, aſſembled; the law was real 
according to the form preſcribed ; and we are told, that there 
was not a word of all that Moſes commanded which Joſhua 
read not before the whole congregation of Iſrael. 


© r. 1 


TE CONFEDRACY OF THE KINGS OF CANAAN 
THe GIBEONITES DECEIVE ISRAEL. 


AP it came to paſs, when all the kings which 
were on this ſide Jordan, in the hills, and in 
the valleys, and in all the coaſts of the great ſea over 
againſt Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the 
Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebulite 


heard thereof; that they gathered themſelves together 


to fight with Joſhua, and with Iſrael, with one ac- 
cord. 8 „ - Ang 
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And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what 
Joſhua had done unto Jericho and to Ai, they did 
work wilily, and went and made as if they had been 
ambaſſadors, and took old ſacks upon their aſſes, 
and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up. 

And old ſhoes, and clouted upon their feet, and 
old garments upon them, and all the bread of their 
proviſion was dry and mouldy. 

And they went to Joſhua unto the camp at Gilgal, 
and faid unto him, and to the men of Iſrael, we be 

come from a far country : now therefore make ye a 
league with us. 

And the men of Iſrael ſaid unto the Hivites, Per- 
adventure ye dwell among us, and how ſhall we 
make a league with you ? 

And they ſaid unto Joſhua, We are thy ſervants, 
And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Who are ye? and from 
whence come ye ? 

And they faid unto him, From a very far coun- 
try thy ſervants are come, becauſe of the name of the 
Lord thy Gop: for we heard the fame of him, and 
all that he did in Egypt. 

And all that he did to the two kings of the Amo- 


rites that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of 


Heſhbon, and Og king of Pons which dwelt at 
Aſhtaroth. 


Wherefore our elders a all the 1 of our 


country, ſpake to us, ſaying, Take victuals with you 
for the journey, and go to meet them, and ſay unto 
them, We are your ſervants; therefore now make 
ye a league with us. {+ This 
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This our bread we took hot for our proviſion out of 
our houſes, on the day we came forth to go unto you; 
but now behold it is dry, and it is mouldy : and theſe 
bottles of wine which we filled, were new, and be- 
hold, they be rent : and theſe our garments and our 
ſhoes are become old, by reaſon of the very long 
journey, 

And the men took of their victuals, and aſked not 
counſel at the mouth of the LoRD. | 

And Joſhua made peace with them, and made a 
league with them, to let them live: and the prince: 
of the congregation ſware unto them. 

And it came to paſs at the end of three days after 
they had made a league with them that they heard that 
they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt 
among them, 

And the children of Iſrael journeyed, and came 
unto their cities on the third day. Now their cities 
were Gibeon, and Chepbirah, and Beeroth, and 
 Kirjath-jearim. 

And the children of Ifrael ſmote them not, be- 
cauſe the princes of the congregation had ſworn unto 
them by the LoR D Gop of Iſrael. And all the con- 
gregation murmured againſt the princes. 

But all the princes ſaid unto all the congregation, 
We have ſworn unto them by the Lon D Gop of 
Iſrael: now therefore we may not touch them. 

This we will do to them: we will even let them 
hve, leſt wrath be upon us, becauſe of the oath Which 
we ſware unto them. 


And 
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| 

And the princes ſaid unto them, Let them live: | 
but jet them be hewers of wood and drawers of wa- 0 
ter unto all the congregation: as the princes had pro- | 
miſed them, 

And Joſhua called for them, and he ſpake unto 
them, ſaying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, ſaying, | 

_ Weare very far from you; when ye dwell among us ? 

Now therefore ye are curſed, and there ſhall none | 
of you be freed from being bondmen, and hewers of 4 
wood, and drawers of water for the houſe of my | 
(30D, 

And they anſwered Joſhua and ſaid, Becauſe it was 
certainly told thy ſervants, how that the Lord thy 
Gop commanded his ſervant Moſes to give you all 
the land, and to deſtroy all the inhabitants of the 
land from before you, therefore we were ſore afraid 
of our lives becauſe of you, and have done this thing. 

And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it 

i ſeemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do. 
And fo did he unto them, and delivered them out 
of the hand of the children of Iſrael, that they ſlew 
them not, | 

And Joſhua made them that day hewers of wood 
and drawers of water for the congregation, and for 
the altar of the Lorp, even unto this day, in the 
place which he ſhould chooſe. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It has been already obſerved, that the land of Canaan was 
inhabited by the deſcendants of Canaan the fon of Ham, 


| | _- Canaan 
nd | 
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Canaan had eleven ſons, who were the heads of as many 
tribes or nations: five of them, from whom the different 
kingdoms of the Canaanites proceeded, were named, Heth, 
Tebuſi, Amori, Gergaſhi, Hivi: from them their tribes were 
called the Hittites, Jebuſites, Amorites, Gergaſhites, Hi- 
vites, The people that are particularly called the Cana- 
anites, are, ſuppoſed, as well as the Perrizites, to have con- 
liſted of the mingled tribes of the Canaanites, who had been 


engaged in fierce wars with the Egyptians, and were pointed 


out for deſtruction becauſe they were the moſt warlike, and 
on that account likely to intimidate the Iſraelites, 

The people of Iſrael, by the LoRp's aſſiſtance, had ad- 
vanced ſo rapidly towards Jericho and Ai, that a general 
conſternation ſpread itſelf throughout the idolatrous nations : 
but whilſt the Iſraelites were ſacrificing to Gop, and war 
was ſuſpended, the Canaanites, inſtead of repenting of their 
abominable fins, hardened: their hearts, like Pharaoh, re- 
ſolving to make reſiſtance, though the miracles that had been 
performed at Jordan and Jericho, were ſufficient, one would 
have ſuppoſed, to convince them that the Iſraelites were aſ— 
ſiſted and protected by an ALMIGHTY BEING, 


Four cities only among the Gibconites feared the power oi 


Gop, and ſeemed to have underſtood that the Canaanites 


would be extirpated without reſerve, but that : Iſraelites 


might make a league with diſtant nations: this c:-cumſtance 
ſhews, that the laws of Moſes were known in the world. 
The ambaſſadors of the Gibeonites managed their buſineſs 


with great artfulneſs, and effectually deceived not only the 


_ princes of Iſrael, but Joſhua himſelf, who inconſiderately 
concluded a treaty with them, and ratified it with a ſolemn 
oath, without enquiring of Gop whether he ought to do ſo 
or not, though he had been commanded to make enquiry in 
all difficulties by means of the High Prieſt, = 

It is not poſlible to obtain any certain information reſpect - 
ing the URIũ and THUMMIM, neither is it of conſequence 


10 


JOSHUA's FAULT. 
to us to do lo, becauſe awe may learn the will of Gop ſuth- 
ciently for our purpoſe from the Scriptures, and do not ſtand 
in need of particular revelations, as we are not employed 
like the Iſraelites in deſtroying the idolatrous nations. Gop 
requires of Chriſtians a different fervice ; to combat the 
vices and bad propenſities of thier own hearts, to pray to Him 
and praiſe His holy name, and to do all the good in their 
power to their fellow creatures. 


169 


The wars they occaſionally 
have, relate merely to their worldly affairs, and are certainly 


a misfortune to all parties engaged in them; and though they 


may pray to God to protect them and give them victory, yet 
they have no right to expect him to direct them, as he did thoſe 
who ſought what were properly called, the LoRp's battles, It 
is however, proper to mention, what enqriring of the mouth of 
the LoRD, which Joſhua omitted to do, is ſuppoled to mean, 


After the death of Moſes, Jojhua, as the Leader and General 


of Gop's people, was commanded in all important concerns 
to have recourſe to the High Prieſt, who put on his robes 
and breaſt- plate, and preſented lumſelf in the Holy Place, 
and there ſtanding with his face towards the Ark or Mercy- 
Seat, whereon the D1vixnE PRESENCE reſted, he atked coun- 
cil of the LoRD, by Uri and Truman, which he com- 
municated to the perſon in whoſe name he made the enquiry. 
The anſwer ſo given is in many parts of Scripture ſtiled the 
URACLE OF GOD. 

Joſhua certainly was very blameable, in not having re- 
courſe to ſuch an infallible mean of directing his judgment 
in reſpect to his league with the Gibeonites, and (as is uſnal- 
ly the caſe in all important matters which are precipitately 
determined) he committed great errors, for he had re- 
ceived a ſtrict injunction not to make a league or covenant 


with any Canaanitiſh nation; it appears to have been an 


iunconſiderate, and not a preſumpriuous act, therefore Gop par- 
doned him and the prince 
Vol. II. 
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the league, which they had ſolemnly entered into in His holy 
name; ſo they ſpared the lives of thoſe four cities, not- 
withſtanding they were Canaanites; but to puniſh them for 
their deceit, Gop condemned them to ſervile employments. 
The nature of their puniſhment was this: a great deal of 
wood was required for the altar of burnt offerings, and a 
quantity of water for the frequent waſhings which made a 
part of the Jewiſh purifications; theſe, and other flaviſh 
works of the ſame kind, ſuch as waſhing the veſlels, carry- 
ing out aſhes, ſweeping the courts, &c. which otherwiſe the 
Levites muſt have performed, were required of the Gibeon- 
ites. 

The Gibeonites were very blameable for telling ſuch fal- 
ſities, though they were very commendable in reſpect to their 
faith and ſubmiſſion to Gop. Their fraud was ſoon diſco- 
vered, and for that they were condemned to ſlavery ; but it 
was of an honourable kind, and ſuch as gave them an op- 
portunity of improving in that holy religion to which they 
were become proſelytes, and prevented their returning to their 
former 1dolatries. Now was fulfilled the curſe of Canaan 
the ſon of Ham, from whom theſe Gibeonites deſcended, 
for they were ſervants of ſervants to their brethren* ; they 
were obliged to deliver up their cities, and, it is ſuppoſed, 
were atterwards diſperſed among the Levites, and came up 
with them in their courſe to ſerve at the altar, out of the 
profits of which they had their maintenance. 

As the Gibeonites had obtained the league by fraudulent 
practices, there was a pretence for the Iſraelites cancelling 
it, and putting them to death; but we find they would not 
break their cath. Their conduct in this reſpect is very ex- 
emplary; for every perſon ought to be extremely cautious 
how he enters into ſolemn engagements; but when once 
made, they ſhould be ſtrictly obſerved ; nay, even if we give 


* See Section ii, Vol. 1. 
Our 
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our promiſe on our own word, without calling Gop to wit- 
neſs, nothing ſhould provoke us to break it, for other peo— 
ple's fin is no excuſe for our own, 


. 


THE SUN STANDETH STILL AT JosHuA's 
COMMAND, 


OW it came to pats, when Adoni-zedek king 
of Jeruſalem had heard how Joſhua had taken 
Ai, and had utterly deſtroved it; as he had done to 
Jericho and her king; ſo he had done to Ai and 
her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon, had 
made peace with Iſrael, and were among them; 
that they feared greatly, becauſe Gibeon was a great 
city, as one of the royal cities, and becauſe it was 
greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty. 

Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jeruſalem ſent 
unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king 
of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachiſh, and 
unto Debir king of Eglon, ſaying, Come up unto me, 


and help me, that we may ſmite Gibeon; for it hath 
made peace with Joſhua and with the children of Iſ- 


rael. EN. 
Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king 
of Jeruſalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jar- 
muth, the kingof Laciſh, and the king of Eglon, ga- 


thered themſelves together, and went up, they and 


all their hoſts, and encamped before Gibeon, and 


made war againſt it, | 
1 2 And 
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And the men of Gibeon ſent unto Joſhua to the 
camp to Gilgal, ſaying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
ſervants; come up to us quickly, and fave us, and 
help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell 
in the mountains are gathered together againſt us.— 
So Joſhua aſcended from Gilgal, he and all the peo- 
ple of war with him, and all the mighty men of va- 
lour. 

And the Loxp faid unto Joſhua, Fear them not: 
for I have delivered them into thine hand; there ſhall 
not a man of them ſtand before thee, 

Joſhua therefore came unto them ſuddenly, and 
went up from Gilgal all night. | 

And the Lok diſcomfitted them before Iſrael, and 
flew them with a great ſlaughter at Gibeon, and 
chaſed them along the way that goeth up to Beth-ho- 
ron, and ſmote them to Azekah, and unto Makke- 
dah. 

And it came to paſs as he fled from before Iſrael, 
and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the 
LorD caſt down great ſtones from heaven upon them 
unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which 
died with hail-ſtones than they whom the children of 
Ifrael flew with the ſword. | 

Then ſpake Joſhua to the Loxp in the day when 
the LorD delivered up the Amorites before the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and he ſaid in the ſight of Iſrael, Sun, 
ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon: and thou Moon in the 


valley of noni. 
And 


THE SUN STANDS STILL. >; 


And the Sun ſtood till, and the Moon ſtayed, unt!! 
the people had avenged themſelves upon their ene- 
mies: is not this written in the book of Jaſher? fo the 
ſun ſtood till in the midſt of heaven, and haſted not 
to go down about a whole day. | 

And there was no day like that, before it or after it, 
that the LoR D hearkened unto the voice of a man: tor 
the LorD fought for Iſrael. 


And Joſhua returned, and all Iſrael with him unto 


the camp to Gilgal. 

But theſe five kings fled, and hid themſelves in a 
cave, at Makkedah. ä 

And it was told Joſhua, ſaying, The five kings are 
found hid in a cave at Makkedah. 


And Joſhua ſaid, Roll great ſtones upon tlie mouth 


of the cave, and ſet men by it for to keep them. 

And ſtay ye not, but purſue after your enemies, 
and ſmite the hindmoſt of them; ſuffer them not to 
enter into their cities: for the LoRD your Gop hath 
delivered them into your hand. 

And it came to paſs when Joſhua and the children 
of Iſrael had made an end of ſlaying them with a very 
great ſlaughter till they were conſumed, that the reſt 
which remained of: them entered into the fenced 
Cities, 


And all the people returned to the camp to Joſhua 


at Makkedah in peace: none moved his tongue a- 


gainſt any of the children of Iſrael. 
Then faid Joſhua, Open the mouth of the cave, 


and bring out thoſe five kings unto me out of the 
Cave. | ny And 
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And they did ſo, and brought forth thoſe five kings 
unto him out of the cave, the king of Jeruſalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of 
Lachiſh, and the king of Eglon. 

And it came to paſs when they had brought out 
thoſe five kings unto Joſhua, that Joſhua called for 
all the men of Iſrael, and faid unto the captains of the 
men of war, which went with him, Come, near, 
put your feet upon the necks of theſe kings. And 
they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of 
them. | | 

And Joſhua ſaid unto them, Fear not, nor be diſ- 
mayed, be ſtrong and of good courage; for thus ſhall 


the Loap do to all your enemies againſt whom ye 


figlit. 

Ard afterward Joſhua ſmote them, and ſlew them, 
and hanged them on five trees; and they were hang- 
27 upon the trees until the eve ening. 

And it came to paſs at the time of the going down 
F the ſun, that Joſhua commanded, and they took 
them down off the trees, and caſt them into the cave 


wherein they had been hid, and laid great ſtones in 


the cave's mouth, which remain until this very day. 

So Jothua ſmote all the country of the hills, and 
of the ſouth, and of the vale, and of the ſprings, and 
all their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly 
deſtroyed all that breathed, as the LoRD Gop of II- 


Tael commanded. 


And Joſhua ſmote them from Kadeſhbarnea even 
unto Gaza, and all the country of Goſhen, even unto 
Gibeon. And 


JOSHUA RETURN ETH FROM BATTLE. 1; 


And all theſe kings and their land did Joſhua take 
at one time: becauſe the Lord Gop of Iſrael fought 
for Iſrael, | 

And Joſhua returned, and all Iſracl with him unto 
the camp at Gilgal. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The ſtorm of hail ſtones which deſtroyed ſuch numbers of 
the enemy, ſeems to have been like that which killed ſucht 
a multitude of the Egyptians, when Pharavh refufed to let 
Iſrael depart: But the miracle winch followed, was ſuch as 
had never been known before. 

As Joſhua and the Iiraclites had fo many enemies to en- 
counter at once, and the LORD lai commanded that..they 
ſhould be put to the ſword, the natural day would have 
been too ſhort for the completion of their work. Animated 
by Divine aſſiſtance, and deſirous to ſave their new prole- 
lytes, theſe valiant men were cager to purſue the victory, 
and night would have been an interruption to their ſuccels; 
no wonder therefore, that ]cihua ſhould form a wiſh that the 
day might be lengthened, or that he ſhould pray to Gop 16 
work a miracle, for the important purpoſe of deſtroying a 
combined army of preſumptuous idolators; who, favour 
by the darkneſs of the night, might have made their eſcape, 
or overcome the Gibeonites. Joſhua's words, “ Sun Nan 
thou ſill upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the valley of Aza- 


lon,” ſeem to contradict what is now known, concerning the 


motion of the earth: but the knowledge of aſtronomy can 
only be acquired by ſtudy: and in all ages the common jg 
ple have been ignorant of it; and feeling no motion of the 


earth, but obſerving an apparent one of the ſun, have gene- 


rally ſuppoſed that it actually makes a daily rotation round 
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176 MOTION OF THE EARTH: 


the world, and ſo produces alternate light and darkneſs, 
The Iſraelites, in the midſt of war, had but little leiſure for 
the cultivation of the ſciences; had Joſhua therefore ſaid, 
“Stand ſtill O carth,” the people would have thought Hitt 
mad, as numbers would now ſuppoſe any one to be, who 


mould endeavour to perſuade them, that the earth turns 


round. 


It is certainly very defirable to gain ſome knowledge 6! 
the ſcience of aſtronomy, if circumſtances will permit; he. 
cauſe it elevates and expands the mind, and furniſhes us 
with noble reflections; we muſt not however ſeek to learn it 
irom the SCRIPTURES, for they treat of Ingher things: lead 
us to an acquaintance with the GREAT CREATOR, and teach 
us how we may ewe him, and obtain eternal happineſs. So 

| that when we meet with any expreſſion, contradictory to 
"7 __ theſe diſcoveries which Go has enabled ſome part of man- 
vt Lind to make for the benefit of all, concerning the laws of 
thi nature, we muſt always underitand, that as the Scriptures 
gl were written for the ignorant, as well as the learned, Gob 
14 tas gracioufly accommodated them to the capacity of the 
. kiumbleft reader, in order to prevent their being led away from 
1 things of real conſequence, by ſpeculations of no uſe to the 
j Lower kinds of people; and to make them contented with 
that degree of ignorance, which is generally the lot of the la- 
'berious, by giving them inſtead of ſcientific learning, the 
incſtimable treaſure of laune revelation; by means of Which, 
they are taught, that the labour of the huſbandman and the 
mechanic, are of the utmoſt beneſit to ſociety; and that 
faith and piety towards Gop, and honeſty and kindnefs in 


their dealings with mankind, will render them acceptable to 

their Maker. h 
As all things are equally poſſible to the SUPREME BEING, 
there is no doubt but He could have ordered the conqueſt of 
the Canaanites without a miracle; but had not the attention 
of the Iſraelites been particularly directed to the all-powertu! 
| hand 
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hand of Divine Providence, they might have attributed the 
victory to their own {kill and courage. It has been mentioned 
before that it was the cuſtom with many ot the idolators, to 
worſhip the ſun and moon; and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the very people with whom Iſrael fought, were addicted to this 
ſpecies of idolatry: and perhaps had bowed down and wor- 
ſhipped theſe heavenly luminaries, invoking their aſſiſtance 
in the day of battle, If this was the caſe, nothing could ſo 
cifectually evince the folly of their abominable ſuperſtition, 
and prove the ſupreme power of Go, as arreſting the ap- 
parent courſe of theſe imaginary Deities, and making thein 
ſubſervient and inſtrumental to the deſtruction of their infa- 


tuated worſhippers, 


SECT, XXXIII. 
JosHUA COMPLETES HiS CONQUEST. 


HEE it came to paſs, when Jabin king ct la- 
zor had heard thoſe things, that he ſent to Jo- 
bab king of Madon, and to the king of Shunron, the 
king of Achſhaph, and to the kings that were on the 
north of the mountains, and of the plains ſouth of 
Cinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor 
on the weſt, and to the Canaanite on the eaſt and on. 
the weſt, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the 
Perizzite, and the Jebuſite in the mountains, and to 
the Hivite under Hermon, in the land of Mizpeth. 

And they went out, they and all their hoſts with 
them, much people, even as the ſand that is upon 
the ſea-ſhore in mu! itude, with horſes and chariots 
very many, 
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And when all theſe kings were met together, they 
came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, 
to fight againſt Iſrael. 

And the Lonp ſaid unto Joſhua, Be not afraid 
becauſe of them: for to-morrow about this time will 
deliver them up all ſlain before Iſrael : thou ſhalt 
hough their horſes, and burn their chariots with fire, 

So Joſhua came, and all the people of war with 
him, againſt them by the waters of Merom, ſuddenly, 
and they fell upon them. 

And the Loo delivered them into the hand of Iſ- 
rael, who ſmote them, and chaſed them unto great 
Zidon, and unto Mizrephoth-maim, and unto the 
valley of Mizpeth eaſt-ward ; and they [mote them 
until they left them none remaining. 

And Joſhua did unto them as the Lorp bade 
him: he houghed their horſes, and burnt their cha- 
riots with fire, 

And Joſhua at that time turned back, and took 
Hazor, and ſmote the king thereof with the ſword : 
for Hazor before-time was the head of all thoſe king- 
doms. 

And they imote all the ſouls that were therein with 
the edge of the ſword, utterly deſtroying them: there 
was not any lefc to breathe : and he burnt Hazor 
with fire. 

And all the cities of thoſe kings, and all the kings 
of them did Joſhua, take, and {mote them with the 


edge. 


he 


ce 
80 
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edge of the ſword, and he utterly deſtroyed them, 
as Moſes the ſervant of the LoR D commanded, 

But as for the cities that ſtood ſtill in their ſtrength, 
Iſrael burned none of them, fave Hazor only; that 
did Joſhua burn. 

And all the ſpoil of theſe cities and the cattlo the 
children of Iſrael took for a prey unto themſelves : 


but every man they ſmote with the edge of the ſword, 


until they had deitroyed them, neither left they any 
to breathe. 

As the Loxp commanded Moſes his ſervant, ſo 
did Moles command Joſhua, and ſo did Joſhua : he 
left nothing undone of all that the LoxD commanded 
Moſes. 

So Joſhua took all that land, the hills, and all the 
ſouth coum ry, and all the land of Goſhen, and the 
valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Iſrael, 
and the valley of. the fame; even from the mount 
Halack, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad, 
in the valley of Lebanon, under mount Hermon : 
and all their kings he took, and ſmote them, and flew 
them. | 

Joſhua made war a long time with all thoſe kings. 

There was not a city that made peace with the 
children of Iſrael, fave the Hivites the inhabitants of 
Gibeon : all other they took in battle. 

For it was of the LoRDp to harden their hearts, 
that they ſhould come againſt Iſrael in battle, that 
he might deſtroy them utterly, and that they might 

1 6 have 
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have no favour, but that he might deſtroy them, as 
the LoxD commanded Moſes, 

And at that time came Joſhua, and cut off the 
Anakims from the mountains, from. Hebron, from 
Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of 
Judah, and from all the mountains of Iſrael, Joſhua 
deſtroyed them utterly with their cities. 

There was none of the Anakims left in the land 
of the children of Iſtael: only in Gaza, in Gath, 
and in Aſhdod there remained ſome of them. 

So Joſhua took the whole land, according to all 
that the LorDd ſaid unto Moſes ; and the land reſted 
from war. ; 

And the number of kings which Joſhua and the 
children of Iſrael flew on this fide Jordan, was thirty 
and one. 


ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


The puniſhment of the kings appears to be very ſevere; but 
even the cr92wned head that exalteth i * the LoRD, 
deſerves to be laid low. | 

The Canaanites were very obſtinate in making ſuch reſiſ- 
tance; for we may judge, from the caſe of the Gibeonites, 
that if other nations would have humbled themſelves, and 
embraced the true religion, they might have been ſpared, 
and perhaps they might have had better terms than the Gi- 
beonites were allowed; but they generally came out againit 
Joſhua firſt, and none would liſten to conditions of peace. 

It is ſuppoſed that Joſhua's wars, though the hiſtory is 
comprized in ſo ſhort a compaſs, laſted five years; agreeable: 

1% the words of Gop, that he would © ſubdue the nations 
| before 
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before them by little and little.” Even the Anakims at length 
fell a prey to his victorious arms, notwithſtanding they forti- 
fied themſelves in the ſtrongeſt manner, and made uſe, with- 
out doubt, of every ſtratagem they could deviſe. Theſe 
were the men whoſe gigantic appearance ſtruck ſuch terror 
into the ſpies, that ſearched the land in the days of Moſes. 

So the Lo xD drove out the nations from before his people, 
and gave them poſſeſſion of the land: he enabled them to 
ſmite the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizites, the Hi- 
vites, and the Jebufites, according to His promiſe, 

We read that they flew one and thirty kings; it ſeems that 
each of theſe preſided only over one city and its towns and 
villages, and that when any one was in danger from an. 
enemy, many of them united together for the common ſafety. 


dE .. . 


Divisiox or THE LAND—CALEB OBTAINETH 
HEBRON. 


N Joſhua was old, and ſtricken in years; 
and the Loxp faid unto him, Thou art old 


and ſtricken in years, and there remaineth yet very 
much land to be poſſeſſed. 

This is the land that yet remaineth; all the bor- 
ders of the Philiſtines, and all Geſhuri. From Si- 
hor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders 


of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Ca- 


naanite: five lords of the Philiſtines; the Gaza- 


thites, and the Aſhdothites, the Eſhkalonites, the 


Gittites, and the Ekronites ; alſo the Avites : From 
the 
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the ſouth, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mea- 
rah that is beſide the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the 
borders of the Amorites: and the land of the Gib- 
lites, and all Lebanon toward the ſun-riſing, from 
Baal-gad under mount Hermon, unto the entering 
into Hamath. | 

All the inhabitants of the hill-country from Leba- 
non unto Miſrephothmaim, and all the Sidonians, 
them will I drive out from before the children of Iſ- 
rael: only divide thou it by lot unto the Ifraclites for 
an inheritance, as I have commanded thee. 

Then the children of Judah came unto Joſhua in 
Gilgal: and Caleb the ſon of Jephunneh the Kene- 
zite ſaid unto him, "Thou knoweſt the thing that the 
LorD ſaid unto Moſes the man of Gop concerning 
me and thee in Kadeſh-barnea. 

Forty years old was I when Moſes the ſervant of 
the Loxp ſent me from Kadeſh-barnea to eſpy out 
the land ; and I brought him word again as it was 
in mine heart. 

Nevertheleſs, my brethren that went up with me 
made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly 
followed the Lord my Gop. 

And Moſes ſware on that day, faying, Surely the 
land whereon thy feet have trodden ſhall be thine in- 
heritance, and thy children's for ever; becauſe thou 
haſt wholly followed the LORD my Gov. 

And now behold, the Lorxp hath kept me alive, 
as he ſaid theſe forty and five years, even ſince the 
Lokp ſpake this word unto Moſes, while the chil- 

dren 
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dren of Iſrael wandered in the wilderneſs : and now 
Jo, I am this day fourſcore and five years old. 

As yet I am as ſtrong this day as I was in the day 
that Moſes ſent me: as my ſtrength was then, even 
ſo is my ſtrength now, for war, both to go out and 
to come in. | 

Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof 
the Lord ſpake in that day; for thou heardeſt in 
that day how the Anakims were there, and that the 
cities were great and fenced: if fo be the LORD will 
be with me, then I ſhall be able to drive them our, 
as the LorD ſaid. 

And Joſhua, bleſſed him, and gave unto Caleb 
the ſon of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 

Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb 
the ſon of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day : 
becauſe that he wholly followed the LoRD Gop of 
iſrael. 


And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba, 


which Arba was a great man among the Anakims, 


And the land had reſt from war. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


As Joſhua had attained. a good old age, and had fought the 
battles of the Lok D with ſo much intrepidity and conſtancy, 
it was intended by his Divine Commander that he ſhould be 
releaſed from his labours; and after receiving the reward 
promiſed to him in the land of Canaan, that he ſhould be re- 
moved to a ſtill better place, and enjoy an eternal inheritance; 
previous to his departure from earth, he was required to ſet- 

| T tle 
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tle the diviſion of the conquered countries, and alſo of thoſe 
which were yet unſubdued, but promiſed to their future con- 
queſt if Iſrael continued faithful to the Lo RD. It was highly 
neceſſary that ſuch a diviſion ſhould be made, as it was very 
unlikely that ſo large a body of people would agree if they 
had all things in common; beſides, they were to conſider the 
country as an inheritance, becauſe it was granted by Gop to 
their forefathers, who, in conſequence of this grant, be- 
queathed it to their poſterity. 

Abraham left it to Iſaac, Iſaac to Jacob, and Jacob at his 
death was enabled, by the ſpirit of prophecy, to allot the 
different portions of each tribe: to the tribe of Judah, he, 
by the LoRD's direction, aſſigned a country abounding with 
vines and paſture grounds; to that of Aſher, one plenteous 
in oil, iron, and braſs; to that of Napthali, one extending 
from the weſt to the ſouth of Judea; to that of Benjamin, 
one on which the temple of the Loxp ſhould afterwards be 
built; to thoſe of Zebulun and Iſſachar, ſuch as had plenty of 
ſea- ports; to thoſe of Simeon and Levi, no particular coun- 
tries at all; the former were to have a portionF with Judah, 
and the latter to be interſperſed among the other tribes“. 

Caleb's requeſt plainly indicated, that his bravery and con- 
fidence in Gob remained unſhaken, and that he valued the 
gift of Gop above all things; had he been worldly-minded, 
he would have ſolicited to be put in poſſeſſion of a place al- 
ready conquered, where he might paſs the remainder of his 
days in peace and affluence; but he rather choſe an inhe- 
ritance that ſhould diſtinguiſh him as the fahful ſervant of 
the LoxD, and commemorate that action of his life for which 

he moſt deſired to be eſteemed, and ſerve at the ſame time 
to recommend his example to the imitation of poſterity, 


* See Section lit. vol. i. 
+ The prophecy of Moſes at his approaching death, agreed with it, 
| See Deuteronomy xxxiii. 


What 
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What a delightful ſight muſt it have been, to behold this ve- 
nerable man claiming the promiſed reward of his faith and 
piety; to hear him acknowledge the goodneſs of Gop to 
him, from the day of his birth! though he had wandered 
with the reſt, yet he continued healthy and ſtrong, and was 
willing, by Divine aſſiſtance, to hold a conteſt with the giants, 
who at that time were in poſſeſſion of the land. 

Caleb 1s here called the Kenezite, perhaps on account of 
ſome victory he had gained over the Kenezites, who were 
deſcended from Kenaz the ſon of Eliphaz, Eſau's firſt born. 

Hebron was the place where Sarah died, and near it after- 
wards reſided Abraham, Iiaac, and Jacob. 

The preſervation of Caleb and Joſhua plainly proved that 
the Lok Db was goliug to ſave thoſe whom He redeemed 
from Egyptian bondage. All who died in the wilderneſs, 
periſhed through their own diſobedience, Nothing but wick- 
edneſs can deſtroy the hopes of thoſe who are taken into co- 
venant with GoD: may then the examples of Caleb and 
Joſhua encourage Chriſtians to be ſteadfaſt and faithful in 
their attachment to the LorDp, and in the diſcharge of thoſe 
duties He has enjoined; then will they paſs ſafely through 
the wilderneſs of this world, their od age will be honour- 
able, and they will finally obtain their allotted inheritance. 


. CRIES 3 1 TC OR 


8 U P P IL E M R N T. 


The Tabernacle had hitherto contained, in its uſual ſitua- 
tion, the center of the camp of Ifracl; but as the people 
were allowed to diſperſe themſelves, ſome on one ſide of Jor- 
dan, and ſome on the other, it was proper that a place 
ſhould be appointed for tle tabernacle and the ark. GO 
Himſelf directed in this matter, and Shiloh was fixed on, 
which was in the midſt of the country, and therefore very 

| convenient 
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convenient for the aſſembling of the tribes, The ceremony 
of ſetting up the Tabernacle, was doubtleſs performed with 
the utmoſt ſolemnity and joyfulneſs. 

The countries that remained to be conquered, lay at a dil. 
tance; ſome parts were in poſſeſſion of the Canaanites, who 
were not entirely rooted out, tho? fo far conquered, that they 
were not able to make head and annoy the Iſraelites, The 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half the tribe of Manalleh, 
had been put in poſſeſſion of their portion on the other fide 
of Jordan; but {even tribes had not yet received any inher:- 
tance; they ſeemed inclined to live an inactive life al] toge- 
ther; Joſhua therefore reproved them for not exerting thermn- 
ſelves to extirpate the idolators entirely; therefore, ſince Go 
had permitted, nay commanded, them to do ſo, he deſired 
them to ſend men to take a ſurvey of the whole country, 
Which they were to attack; this they accordingly did, and 
| thoſe perſons divided the ſurvey into ſeven parts, by cities, 
and brought the deſcription of it to Joſhua at Shiloh; and 
he and Eleazar the high prieſt, caſt lots for them before the 
Lo Ro in Shiloh, | | 5 
How the buſineſs of caſting lots was conducted, is not ex- 
actly deſcribed; but it is ſuppoſed, that the names of the 
countries were written upon ſeparate pieces, and put into the 


lap of Joſhua, and that a prince of each tribe took a lot out 


of it, containing the names of the countries which the tribe 
he drew for was to poſſeſs; theſe ſhares, the tribes were to 
conſider, as of the Lorp's appointment, which was indeed 
evidently the caſe, for the portion of each tribe agreed wit! 
the original allotment which Jacob, by the Divine direction 
made, ſo many years before, Joſhua and Eleazar the prieſt 
were directed by the LoRD to make ſuch an equal diviſion, 
that each tribe might have a territory proportionable to the 
number of its families, and each family in proportion to the 
number ſof its individuals. Thus © the Lord gave unte 
Iſracl all the land which He ſware to their fathers to give 
them.” a | Joſhua 
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Joſhua himſelf had a little place given him for his own 
habitation, not far from Shiloh. 

When every thing was thus ſettled, Joſhua called the Reu- 
benites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, 
and gave them an honourable diſmiſſion. He acknowledged 


that they had faithfully executed the condition which they 


promiſed to Moſes, in helping their brethren to ſubdue 
their enemies, and commended their courage and fidelity. 
He exhorted them, now they were going to ſeparate from 
their brethren, never to neglect the ſervice of Gop, but to 
keep. His commandments, with the exacteſt fidelity. He 
adviſed them to diſtribute to their brethren on the other 
fide Jordan, a ſhare of the rich booty they had taken 
trom the Canaanites, becauſe though they had not helped 
them in the war, they had done great ſervice in protecting 
their ſamilies at home from the inſults of their enemies on 
every ſide. Joſhua then gave them a ſolemn bleſſing, and 


ſent them away. 


The ſeven tribes did not immediately ſet about conquering 


| the remainder of the Canaanites; after they had ſhewn their 
willingneſs to do it, the Lord gave them reſt for a number 


of years, till their encreaſing numbers rendered it neceſſary 


| to obtain greater extent of territory; in the mean while the 
| Canaanites were permitted to remain in the cities and coun- 
| tries which the Lokp's people did not immediately want, 
chat they might not become deſolate, or filled with beaſts of 


the field, for want of inhabitants; but they were reſtrained 


| 'S " ks . 
.rom giving diſturbance to thoſe who were now the lawful 
[owners of the land; having received it as the grant made to 


meir progenitors, from the Logp of the whole carth. 

The land of Canaan proved ſach as Gop had promiſed to 
five to His people, floxwing 7vith milk and honey, that is to 
lay, abounding, not only with necefſaries, but delicacies : 


was delightfully variegated with hills and vallies, enriched 


with 


- —— — 
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with corn and fruits, and ſtored with ſheep and cattle, Ca. 
naan contained but a ſmall tract of territory; the moſt au- 
thentic geographers tell us that it was 200 miles in length, 
and about 80 in breadth, but notwithſtanding theſe narrow 
limits, it was ſo wonderfully fertilized when the Iſraelites 
dwelt there, as to ſubſiſt a vaſt number of inhabitants. The 
air of this country was very temperate and ſerene, and the 
ſoil required ſcarcely any labour to manure it. In theſe dar: 
it appears, a poor barren ſpot, but this is in a great meaſuse 
owing to the want of cultivation. 


SE: CF; . 
fosnuA's EXHORTATION, 


ND it came to paſs, a long time after that the 
LorD had given reſt unto Iſrael from all their 
enemies round about, that Joſhua waxed old, and 
ſtricken in age. 

And Joſhua called for all Iſrael, and for thei: 
elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and 
for their officers, and faid unto them, I am old and 

ſtricken in age: and ye have ſeen all that the Lony 
your Gop hath done unto all theſe nations, because 
of you; for the Loxp your Gop is he that ha! 
fought for you. Behold, I have divided unto you by 
lot theſe nations that remain, to be an inheritanc? 
for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that 
I have cut off, even unto the great ſea weſtward. 
And the Loxp your Gop, he ſhall expel them 


from beſore you, and drive them from out of you: 
ſighit, 
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fight, and ye ſhall poſſeſs their land, as the Lon p 
your Gop hath promiſed unto you. 

Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do 
all that is written in the book of the law of Moſes, 
that ye turn not aſide therefrom, to the right hand 
or to the left. 

That ye come not among theſe nations, theſe that 
remain amongſt you, neither make mention of the 
name of their gods, nor cauſe to ſwear by them, nei- 
ther ſerve them, nor bow yourſelves unto them : 
But cleave unto the Loxp your Gon, as ye have 
done unto this day. 

For the Lorp hath driven out from before you 
great nations and ſtrong ; but as for you, no man 
hath been able to ſtand before you unto this day. 

One man of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand : for the 
LoRD your Gop, he it is that fighteth for you, as 
he hath promiſed you. Take good heed therefore 
unto yourſelves, that ye love the LorD your Gop. 
Elſe if ye do in any wiſe go back, and cleave unto. 
the remnant of theſe nations, even theſe that remain 
among you, and ſhall make marriages with them, 
and go in unto them, and they to you; know for a 
certainty that the LoR D your Gop will no more drive 
out any of theſe nations from before you ; but they 
ſhall be ſnares and traps unto you, and ſcourges in 
your ſides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye periſh 
from off this good land which the Loxp your Gan 
hath given you, 


And 
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And behold, I am going the way of all the earth, 
and ye know in all your hearts and in all your ſouls, 
that not one thing hath failed of all the good things 
which the Lok D your Gop ſpake concerning you; 
all are come to pals unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof. 

Therefore it ſhall come to paſs, that as all good 
things are come upon you, which the Lord your 
Gop promiſed you: ſo ſhall the Lord bring upon 
you all evil things, until he have deſtroyed you from 
off this good land which the Lord your Gop hath 
given you. 

When ye have tranſgreſſed the covenant of the 
Loxp your Gop, which he commanded you, and 
have gone and ſerved other gods, and bowed your- 
ſelves to them: then ſhall the anger of the LoRD be 
kindled againſt you, and ye ſhall periſh quickly from 
off the good land which he hath given unto you. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


We are not informed where Joſhua was when he made 
this exhortation, but it is moſt likely that there was a general 
aſſembly of the people at Shiloh, to celebrate one of their 
great feaſts; and that he took this opportunity of reminding 
them of their duty. 

| Ifrael had now had experience of the good 0 which 
the LokD had given them, and knew their value; but as con- 
tinued proſperity is very apt to draw the mind from Gop, 
Joſhua thought it neceſſary to admoniſh them, leſt they ſhould 


after his death commit thoſe ſins for which the Lorp had 
threatened 
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threatened to ſend curſes upon them. There is no need to 
enter into a particular explanation of this pathetic addreſs, as 
it is very caſy to be underſtood, 


SEC. T. I. 


JosHUA's LAST EXHORTATION— HIS DEATH— 
THE DEATH OF ELEAZAR THE Hicn PRIEST, 


ND Joſhua gathered all the tribes of Iſrael to 
Shechem, and called for the elders of Iſracl, and 

for their heads, and for their Judges, and for their 
officers ; and they preſented themſelves before Gop. 
And Joſhua ſaid unto all the people, Thus faith 
the LoxD Gop of Iſrael, Your fathers dwelt on the 


| other ſide of the flood in old time, even Terah the 
father of Abraham and the father of Nachor: and 
they ſerved other Gops. 


And I took your father Abraham from the hes 
fide of the flood, and led him throughout all the land 


of Canaan, and multiplied his ſeed, and gave him 
Iſaac. | 
And I gave unto Iſaac, Jacob and Eſau: and I 

| cave unto Eſau mount Seir, to poſſeſs it; but Jacob 
and his children went down into Egypt. 


I fent Moſes alſo and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, 


| according to that which I did amongſt them: and af- 
| terward I brought you out. 


And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho : 


| and the men of Jericho fought againſt you, the Amo- 


om rites, 


— . 
— 
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rites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites, and the Girgaſhites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebuſites, and I delivered them into your hand. 

And I ſent the hornet before you, which drave 
them out from before you, even the two kings of the 
Amorites; but not with thy ſword nor with thy 
bow. 

And I have given you a land for which ye did not 
labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in 
them : of the. vineyards and olive-yards which ye 
planted not, do ye eat. 

Now therefore fear the LokRp, and ſerve him in 
| ſincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers ſerved on the other ſide of the 
flood, and in Egypt; and ſerve ye the Lorp.. 

And if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lok p; 
chooſe ye this day whom ye will ſerve, whether the 
gods which your fathers ſerved that were on the 
other ſide of the flood, or tie gods of the Amorites 

in whoſe land ye dwell :. but as for me and my houſe, 
we will ſerve the LORD. | 

And the people anſwered, and ſaid, Gop forbid 


that we ſhould ſorſake the LoRp, to ſerve other 
gods. 


For the Lord our Gop, he it is that brought us 
up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from 
the houſe of bondage, and which did thoſe great ſigns 
in our ſight, and preſerved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people through whom 
we paſſed. 

And 


tar 


th. 


nt 
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And the Loxp drave out from before us all the 
people, even the Amorites Which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we alſo ſerve the Lok D; for he is our 
(30D. | 

And Joſhua ſaid unto the people, Ye cannot ſerve 
the LozD; for he is an holy Gop; he is a jealous 
Gop; he will not forgive your tranſgreſſions, nor 
your fins. 

If ye forſake the Lord and ferve ſtrange Gops, 
then he will turn and do you hurt and conſume you, 
after that he hath done you good. 

And the people faid unto Joſhua, Nay ; but we 
will ſerve the LoRD. 

And ſoſhua ſaid unto the ks Ye are witnel- 
ſes againſt yourſelves that ye have choſen you the 
Lok to ſerve him. And they ſaid, we are wit-- 
neſſes. 

Now therefore put away, ſaid he, the ſtrange 
(30Ds which are among you, and incline your heart 
io the Loꝶ Gop of Iſrael. 

And the people faid unto Joſhua, The Lens our 
Jop will we ſerve, and his voice will we obey. 

So Joſhua made a covenant with the 3 that 


day, and ſet them a ſtatute and an ordinance in 


Shechem. | 
And Joſhua wrote theſe words in the book of the 
law of Gor, and took a great ſtone, and ſet it up 


mere, under an 1 oak that was by the fan: ctuary of 
| tie Lon p. 


Ter 3-4 K | And 
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And Joſhua faid unto all the people, Behold this 
ſtone ſhall be a witneſs unto us; for it hath heard all 
the words of the LoRD which he ſpake unto us; it 
| ſhall be therefore a witneſs unto you, leſt ye deny 
vour Goo. | 

So Joſhua let the people depart, every man unto 
his inheritance. 

And it came to pals, after theſe things, that Jo- 
ſhua the ſon of Nun, the ſervant of the Loxp died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. 

And they buried him in the border of his inheri- 
tance in 'Timnath-ſerah, which is in mount E- 
phraim, on the north fide of the hill of Gaaſh. 


And the bones of Joſeph which the children of 


Iſrael brought up out of Egypt, buried they in She- 
chem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of 
the ſons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hun- 
dred pieces of filver : and it became the inheritance 
of the children of Joſeph. 

And Eleazar the ſon of Aaron died; and they 
buried him in a hill that pertained to Phinchas his 
his ſon, which was given him in mount Ephraim. 

And when Joſhua had let the people go, the 
children of Iſrael went every man unto his inheritance 
to poſſeſs the land. 

And the people ſerved the Lord all the days of 
_ Joſhua, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joſhua, who had known all the great work of the 

1.0RD, that he did for Iſrael. 
| | ANNOTA- 
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NNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


This was a very ſolemnaſſembly, and confiſted of the elders, 
Heads, Ls and officers of the people of Ifracl, to whom 
Joſhua in the name of the Lorp, gave his laſt exhortation. 
They met at Shechem, where Abraham ſettled at his coming 
to Canaan, and where Gop appeared to him; and there- 
tore a Very proper place to remind them of GoÞ's promiſes, 
and their own, engagements, 

As it is ſaid that the people preſented theniſeluves bt fore 20D, 
we may conclude that there was à place of public worthip a 
Shechem, though the ark cf the Lokp was at Shiloh. The 
people were ſo convinced of the Gm mMPreſence of GOD, at 
they conſidered themſelves  b-jore the Lob in a /þ 


{HT 


ſenſe in theſe aſſemblies, in the ſame manner as we 50 whey 


we go to church. Jofhua might with the greateſt propriety 
addreſs himſelf to the people in the Loxp's name, as he 
zake agrecably to the written word of Gop; beſides, as he 
was a prophet, it is moit likely he had received .command- 
lare the will of the Lok D at this time. 
joſhua, like his predeceſſor Mofes, exhorted the people 
moſt terventir, to make returns of gratitude for Gop's mer- 
7 and never to foriake Its holy worſhip. Be then put 
em upon making a deliberate choice, expreſling lis own de- 
termination to adhere to Gop, and to cxert his influence 
nd authority in lis own family, to keep them in the ſame 
poſition of mind: the people, emulous of his example, de- 


ted Tei ſenſe of Gov' 3 goodneſs, and their reſolution to 


be ſtead fait in his ſervice. Joſhua repreſented to them the dif- 


eulties and diſcouragements they would nieet with: not as 


i Gop was really a ſevere and cruel Being, but as it might 


de ſuggeſted to them that He was ſo. Joſhua told them be- 


* 


'vre-hand, the conſequences of liſtening to ſuch inſinuations; 


K 2 | alluring 
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aſſuring them, that deſtruction would inevitably follow their 
torſakingthe Lob, for He wouldallow of no competitor. 

The Iſraclites were at this time in a very deſirable diſpo— 
ſition of mind, and repeated their reſolution of perſeverance, 
willingly ſubmitting themſelves to the worſhip of Gop alone, 
and entering into a ſolemn covenant, which Joſhua recorded, 
and ſet up a memorial. It is not improbable that Shechem, 
on this ſolemn occaſion, was ſanctified by ſome dle token 
of the Divine PRESENCE, as it is called a ſanFrory, though 
the ARE was at Shiloh. 

By the other fide of the flood, from which the forefathers 
of Ifracl are ſaid to have been brought, is meant, the land 
of Meſopotamia beyond the river Euphrates, in which 
place idolatry greatly prevailed; therefore Gob's mercy 
to Abraham and his poſterity was very great, in bring- 
ing him out of it; for though he was well zuclined, bad ex- 
ample had very much corrupted his manners. The ſpot 
where Jofeph's bones were interred, was that which Jacob 
gave to him, as his own pecular inheritance. 

While the ſtone remained as an acznowledged monument of 
the CovEeNaxrT, it was as efficacious as a_ving wines, to 
remind the people of the ſolemn engagement they had at that 
time entered into. | | 

Joſhua having performed his duty, as governor and leader 
of the Iſraelites, to the utmoſt that Gop required, without 
doubt took an affectionate leave of the people, before he de- 
parted to a happier fate. Tlis excellent man was remarka- 
ble for his ſteadfaſt attuchment to Gop. He remembered his 
CREATOR in the days of his YOUTH, and obtained the ble/- 
ing of the Lo xD, which was ſhewn in a variety of inſtances ; 
he was likewife happy in the people's love, and had the ſatiſ- 
faction of beholding the efficacy of his good example in reſpect 
to religion, | 


Eleazar alſo led a pious life, and died an honourable 
death. There 


JOSHUA's EXHORTAT ION. 197 


There are ſome parts of Joſhua's exhortation, which claim 
our particular attention, as aftording valuable inſtruction to 
Chriftians, as well as Iſraelites. 

Fear the Lo RD, (ſaid he) and ſerve bim with six CRI 
and TRUTH, It certainly is an heinous affront to the Drvixy 
Majksrx to act the part of a hypocrite towards Him.--- 
The praiſe of the lips, without the homage of the heart, is 
an abomination in His fight. 

Chooſe ye this day whom ye will ſerve. Thanks to the cood- 
neſs of the Lord, in eſtabliſhing His holy religion amongſt 
us; we have no temptation to ſerve heathen gods; but we may 
make to ourſelves zee of the pomps and pleaſures of the 
world; let us therefore conſider the bleſlings which attend a 
lite of piety; the dangers we incur by alile of folly and diſä- 
pation; and the temptations we expoſe our children and de- 
pendants to, by the neglect of family dewotion; and ſurely we 
ſhall be all ready to ſay with Joſhua, As for me and my houſe, 
We will ſerve the LORD; and with the Iſrazlites, The LORD 
our Go p will we ſerve, and His vice awill ave obey! 

It is very ſatisfactory to read an account of the fulfilment of 
the promiſes reſpecting the Temporal Covenant, as it is an 
earneſt of the performance of thoſe relating to the Everlaftivy 
Covenant, We ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of an inheritance in 
the kingdom of Heaven, as ſurely as the Iraejies received 


theirs in Canaan, if we are not wanting to ourſelves; but let 


us not forget, that we have w:ces to conguer, and wirtucs 109 g- 
quire—an arduous taſk! but fuchas the LOD will, through 
Divine grace, enable us to accompliſh, if we are frong an! 
courageous to perform what He requires on our part of tlie 
Chriſtian Covenant, 


10-3 3:.M:MN $5; 


As the particular purpoſe for which Joſhua was placed over 


the Iſraelites, was accompliſhed by their obtaining reſt in the 
% land 
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land of Canaan, he did not, like Moſes, name a ſucceſſor; 
and the moſt probable opinion, is, that they had no leader, 
but that each tribe was governed by their reſpective heads, 
or elders, which form of government ſubſiſted about thirty 
years, —1he LoRD Himſelf was their king, and the high prieſt 
had the means of knowing His holy will by URI and TyHum- 
MIM. It has been already obſerved, that a creat part of Ca- 
naan remained unconquered, and that the Canaanites did 
not dare to moleſt the LozD's people; but it is likely that, 
atter Joſhua's death, they took courage, and ſuppoſed that 
they ſhould now be alle to reſiſt the Irachtes ; whether this 
was the caſe, or not, is uncertain; but we are told, that the 
tribes of Iſrael enquired of the LORD, who ſhould begin tha 
war againſt them, and this preference was given to the tribe 
of Judah, who, in confederacy with that of Simeon, attacke« 
Adonibezek, king of Bezek, a cruel monarch, who had cut 


af the thumbs and great toes of 30 captive Kings, and oblige: 


them to gather up their meat like dogs under his table. —He 
was juſtly condemned to {ufter the ſame fate. | 

After the conqueſt of Bezek, the united tribes inveſted Je- 
raſaloin; and having taken it, they put the inhabitants to the 
Word, and ſet the place on fire. —Here Adonibezek died. — 
It is not improbable that he periſhed in the flames. 

Caleb ſcems to have commanded the armies at this time, 
who next attacked Hebron; here they ſtew three giants, named 
Sheſhai, Aliman, and Talmai; having put Caleb in poſſeſſion 
ef Hebron, they proceeded againſt Debir, which was part ct 


| Caleb's lot. 


The cood old General had an only daughter, whoſe name 
was Achſah; he was defirous to ſee her married to a man ot 
renown, and moſt likely knew that ſhe had a ſimilar wiſh; he 
therefore made proclamation in the camp, that whoever 
would attack and conquer Debir, ſhould be his ſon-in-law. 
Thisenterprize was undertaken and accompliſhed by Othniel, 

-Caieb”. 
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Caleb's nephew, whoſe valour received the promiſed reward ; 
and at Achſalh's requeſt, Caleb gave a valuable portion with 
her, conliſting of a large tract of fertile and well watered 
land, 

It is ſaid, that the Lord was with Judah; and they drave 
out the inhabitants of the mountains, but could not drive out 
the inhabitants of the valley, becauſe they had chariots of iron. 


We muſt not ſuppoſe, that the Lorp's power was not ſufficient 


to defeat the warriors of the mountains; but it is likely, that 
the men of. Judah had not ſufficient confidence in Him to at- 
tack them, and declined the conteſt through fear and deſpon- 
dency. | 8 | 

After the Simeonites had aſſiſted the tribe of Judah, they 


were in turn aſſiſted by them, in taking Gaza, Aſkelon, and 


3 ; $4319 y } . lin oe Nes > » 4-4 1934.0 lv 1 hd. 
Zephah. Encouraged by theſe ſucceſſes, the family of Joſeph 


took Bethel. 

The other tribes had equally good ſucceſs in gaining tlie 
poſſeſſion of the lands that were allotted them, only the tribe 
of Dan was compelled to quit the plains, for fear of the 
Amorites, and to retire into the mountainous parts of the? 
country, where they were pent up for ſome time, till the ſa— 
mily of Joſeph came to their alliſtance; and having reftrained 
the infolence of the enemy, reduced then to a narrower tract 
of land than they had at firſt. | 

Judah and the other tribes were unmindful cf the com- 
mand of the Lok D; for they did not utterly deſtroy the 
Canaanites, but contented themſelves with making them t11- 
butary, and lived promiſcuoutly among them. Jo reprove 
them for this offence, the AxnGEr of the Lob appeared to 
thoſe who inhabited the country from Gilge! to Bochim, and 
ſaid, “ I made you to go up out of Egypt, ana have brought 
you unto the land which I fware unto your fathers; and I 
ſaid, I will never break my covenant with you. And ye 
ſhall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye 


ſhall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my 


K 4 | voice: 
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voice: why have ye done this? wherefore I alſo ſaid, I will 
not drive them out from before you: but they ſhall be as 
thorns in your ſides, and their gods ſhall be a ſnare unto you!“ 
This was doubtleſs the fame ALmicuty Being who ap- 
peared to Joſhua, as the PRIxcE of the hoſt of the Lond. 
It is plain, that the Iſraelites conſidered Him in that light; 
for when we are told, that when the AxGEL of zhe LoD 
ſpake theſe words, all the children of Iſrael lift up their 
voices and wept, and facrificed to the LoD in the place 
where He appcared, which was from that time called Boch: 7, 
or the Mecpers. 


SE T ² . 
ThE WickEDNESS OF THE NEW GENERATION. 


ND all that generation were gathered unto their 

fathers : and there aroſe another generation af- 

ter them, which knew not the Lok, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Iſrael. 

And the children of Iſrael did evil in the ſight of 
the Lon p, and ferved Baalim: and they forſook the 
LoRp Gop of their fathers, which brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, 
of the gods of the people that were round about 
them, and bowed themlelves unto them, and provo- 
ked the Lord to anger. 


And they forſook the Loxp, and ſerved Baal and 
Aſhtaroth, 


And the anger of the Loxp was hot againſt Ifracl, 
and he delivered them into the hands of ſpoilers that 
| Lg, ſpoiled 
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ſpoiled them, and he ſold them into the hands of their 
enemics round about, ſo that they could not any 
longer ſtand before their enemies. 

Whitherſoever they went out the hand of the 
Lokp was acainſt them for evil, as th Lozp had 
ſaid, and as the Loxp had fworn unto them: and 
they were greatly diſtreſſed. 

Nevertheleſs, the Lokp raiſed up judges, which 
delivered them out of the hands of thoſe that ſpoiled 
them. | 

And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, 
but they went after other gods, and bowed themſelves 
unto them: they turned quickly out of the way 
which their fathers walked in, obeying the command- 
ments of the Log o; but they did not fo. 

And when the LoRD raiſed them up judges, then 
the LokDb was with the judge, and delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the 
judge; for it repented the Lorp becauſe of their 
groanings, by reaſon of them that oppreſſed them 
and vexed them. | 

And it came to paſs when the judge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted themſelves more than 
their fathers, in following other gods to ſerve them, 
and to bow down unto them ; they ceaſed not from 
their own doings, nor from their ſtubborn way. 

And the anger of the LoRx D was hot againſt Iſrael ; 
and he faid, Becauſe that this people hath tranſgreſſed 
my covenant which, I commanded their fathers, and 
have not hearkened unto my voice; I alſo will not 

3 NI hence- 
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henceforth drive out any from before them of the 
tations which Joſhua left when he died: that thro" 
hem I may prove Iſrael, whether they will keep the 
way of the Lord, to walk therein, as their fathers 
did keep it, or not. 

Therefore the LORD leſt. thoſe nations, without 
driving them out haſtily : neither delivered he them 
into the hand of Joſhua. 

Now theſe are the nations which the Lorp left to 
prove Iſrael by them, even as many of Iſrael as had 
not known all the wars of Canaan ; only that the ge- 
nerations of the children of Iſrael might know to teach 
them war, at the leaſt, ſuch as before knew nothing 
thereof; namely, five lords of the Philiſtines, and all 
the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites 
that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baal- 
hermon unto the entering in of Hamath. 

And they were to prove Iſrael by them, to know 
whether they would hearken unto the command 
ments of the Lox p, which he commanded their fa- 
thers by the hand of Moſes. 

And the children of Iſrael dwelt among the Ca- 
naanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, 
and Hivites, and Jebuſites. 

And they took their daughters to be their wives, 
and gave their daughters to their ſons, and ſerved 
their gods, | 

And the children of Iſrael did evil in the ſight of the 
LoRD, and forgat the LoRp their Gop, and ſerved 

Baalim, and the groves, 
| Therefore 


* 
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Therefore the anger of the Lok D was hot againſt 
Iſrael, and he ſold them into the hand of Cuſhan- 
riſhathaim, king of Meſopotamia : and the children of 
Iſrael ſerved Cuthan-riſhathaim eight years. 

And when the children of Iſrael cried unto the 
Lorp, the Lond raiſed up a deliverer to the children 
of Iſrael, who delivered them, even Othniel the fon 
of Kenez, Caleb's younger brother. 

And the Spirit of the Loxp came upon him, and 
he judged Iſrael, and went out to war: and the LoRD 
delivered Chuſhan-riſhathaim king of Meſopotamia 
into his hand;- and his hand prevailed againſt 
Chuſhan--riſhathaim. | 

And the land had reit forty years. And Othniel 
the ſon of Kenez diced. 


ANNOTATIONS. AND REFLECTIONS; 


As their awakened conſciences feem to have been ſo ſtrongly 
affected with a ſenſe of their ingratitude, when the Ax GFI. 
F the LORD appeared unto them at Bochim, one 13 furprized 
to read immediately after, of the Ifraclites forlaking the 
LoRD; but we find that there was a new generation, and 
there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that ſome time hd elapſed before 
they arrived at ſuch a pitch of wickednets; and that they gave 
themſelves up to luxury and diſlipation, became lets attentive 
to the duties of religion, neglecting the worthip of Gob, and 
{0 were ealily drawn aſide to the wicked abominations of their 
impious neighbours. It is ſaid, they worſhipped Baalim, 
which means not one, bit a_warizty of gods. No wonder 
therefore that the Loxp ſhould withdravs His protection, 


v 


and leave them a-prey to their enemies: He dia not however 
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torget His covenant with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, but 
as ſcon as the Iſraelites came to a ſenſe of their guilt, and 
called upon Him, He had compaſſion on them, and raiſed 
tp a celiverer, who was endaed with {kill and courage to 
lead them forth to victory, and obtain the bleſſings of re! 
and peace. The armies had not the power to extirpate the 
nations as Juſhua had done, becauſe infinite wiſdom thought 
fit to ordain, that thoſe who made ſo ill an uſe of abundance, 
ſhould not be in a ſtate of ſecurity, but ſuffered them to 
be tried by a variety of troubles, and to be expoſed to 
many temptations, that they might be humbled for their 
ſins, and reminded of their duty. Though this, appears a 
hard ſentence, it may juſtly be conſidered as an inſtance of 
the mercy of Gop towards the Iſraelites; for it was evident, 
that adver//ty was highly neceſſary to teach them repentance 
and humility, without which, they could not have the least 
pretence to Gop's favour. In the ſame manner, we may 
recard thoſe diſappointments and vexations which are often 
{9 grievous to us, as thorns in our ſides, intended by the 
ſufferings they occaſion, to make us ſeek for relief from the 
goodneſs of Gop, or teach us to ſubmit to thoſe eviis with 
patience, ſince we muſt be conſcious of deſerving the utmoſl: 
that Ile inflicts. | 


— — OT. 
8 D PT N M E N T. 
THE HISTORY. OF THE DANITEs. 


About the time of Othniel, happened two very rematk- 
able events.—* The tribe of Dan, who dwelt in the moun- 
tainous parts, found their territories much too narrow tor 
them, and therefore they ſeat out five ſpies to ſurvey the 
country, and bring them intelligence in what part of the re- 
gions round about, they might moſt likely extend their 

| | pounds. 
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bounds. The ſpies in their journey came to the houſe of 
Micah, of mount Ephraim, whuſe mother, thinking it too 
much trouble to go to Shiloh to worſhip and offer ſacrifices, 
had made an ephod and a tcraphim ; that is to ſay, prieſtly 
garments, and a graven image: and had confecrated one of 
Micah's own ſons to be a prieſt, until a Levite who had dwelt 
ſome time in Bethlehem Judah, travelling from thence to 


ſeek a better ſettlement, happened to call at Micah's houſe, 


and by him was hired to execute that office; and the man 
perſuaded himſelf, that God's bleſſing would certainly attend 
him, now he had engaged a Levite to be his prieſt. Some 
of the ſpies being acquainted with the Levite, and under- 
ſtanding in what capacity he ferved Micah, deſired of him 
to aſt counſel of Gop for them, whether they might promiſe 
themſelves ſucceſs in their preſent enterprize. He pretended 
to do ſo, and gave them great encouragement; and they pro- 
ceeded in their ſearch till they came to Laith, a pleaſant and 
fruitful country, whoſe inhabitants lived in a ſecure and neg- 


ligent manner, without any rule or diſcipline. The ſpies 
therefore returned, and repreſented the probahility of this 


place becoming an eaſy conqueſt. Upon this the Danites 
drew a party of 600 men, and ſent them to take poſſeſſion of 
the city of Lai/h; but in their way through mount Ephraim, 


they called at Micah's houſe, and in his abſence ſeized the 


ephod, terraphim, and other images, that Micah had made; 
and ſilenced the remonſtrances of the Levite, by repreſenting 
to him the advantage of being prieſt to a whole tribe, rather 
than any one family, upon which he readily accompanied 
them. Micah returning home, and finding that his prieſt 
and images were gone, aſſembled his friends and purſued the 
Danites; but when he came up with the hindmolt of them, 
they adviſed him to retreat, as they would certainly loſe 
their lives in the conteſt; he therefore ſubmitted to his loſs, 
and the Danites on the third day came to Laifh, burnt the 

City, 
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city, deſtroyed the inhabitants, and took poſſeſſion of the 
country. 

© They rebuilt the city, calling it after their father Dan, 
and here ſetting up the image they had ſtolen, they made 
the Levite their prieſt; and in this ſtate of idolatrous worſhip, 
thoſe Danites continued for about 300 years.“ 


THE WAR WITH THE BENJAMITES. 


A certain Levite, whoſe wite had eloped from him to her 
father's houſe, being willing to be reconciled to her, went to 
bring her home; but in their return, being benighted, they 
were obliged to ſtop at Gibeah, and would have been deſti- 
tute of lodging, had not a man, who did not properly belong 
to the place, offered them one, which they gladly accepted, 
Scarcely were they retired to reſt, when the houſe was beſet, 
and many outrages committed, which ended in a moſt cruel 


murder of the Levite's wife. Agitated (as we may ſuppoſe) 


with the moſt violent emotions, and thirſting for revenge, 
he thought of a ſtrange expedient to attract the attention ot 
the whole nation, which was to cut his wife into twelve parts, 
and ſend one to each tribe, with an account of the inhoſpi- 
table treatment he met with at Gibeah, in order that it might 
be reſolved in a general aſſembly of Iſrael, what ſtep would 
be moſt proper to take on this diſmal occaſion. 

The alfembly agreed that, ſuch an inhuman act was de- 
ſerving of the moſt condign puniſhment; they therefore ſent 


meſſengers to Gibeah to demand the offenders, but they re- 


fuſed to deliver them, and muſtered all their force to protect 
the criminals. | ; 88 
The army of the Benjamites contained only 26, ooo men, 
that of Iſrael amounted to 400,000, yet the Benjamites ob- 
tained two victories; for the Iſraelites, confident of their 
own ſtrength, placed no dependence on the aid of the A.- 


MIGHTY: But ill fortune made them ſenſible of their pre- 
| ſumption, 
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ſumption, and they humbled themſelves to Gor, who then 
encouraged them to attack the Benjamites again, and their 
victory was compleat; for they flew 25,c00, ſet fire to their 
city, and deſtroyed all that belonged to them. It ſo happened 
that 600 men, who were all that remained of the tribe, made 
their eſcape, and ſheltered themſelves in the fortreſs of Rim- 
mon; had it not been for this remnant, the tribe of Benjamin 
would have been extirpated. 

From theſe two events we may diſcover, that there was at 
that time great confuſion in the land of lirael; and that the 
excellent form of government which had been ordained by 
Moſes at the command of God, was corrupted and diſre- 
garded. | 

In the war between the Benjamites and the other tribes, 
great loſſes were ſuſtained on both ſides; for neither party 
had any reaſon to hope for the protection and aſſiſtance of 
Gov, therefore they were made inſtruments of puniſhment 
to each other. 

This and the foregoing ſtory ſeem to have been inſerted 
principally to ſhew, what a variety of ill effects were pro- 
duced for want of a regular ſettled government; as it is re. 
peatedly ſaid, that they happened when there was no king in 


Jrael, and every man did that which was right in his own 


eyes. The Iſraelites had broken their covenant with Gop, 
and He had left them to themſelves without any governor at 
all, to feel the ſad effects of their preſumption and fel{- de- 
pendance. | | 

How thankful ſhould thoſe be, who live in a kingdom, 
bleſſed with laws calculated to defend the weak, protect the 
innocent, and puniſh injuſtice and violence: who have a good 
King, and magiſtrates of various ranks to put them in execu- 
tion. Never ſhould people in ſo happy a caſe, indulge a will: 
to be at liberty, to do every thing that may appear right in 


their own eyes; leſt, enticed by faction, impelled by miſ- 


taken 
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taken zeal, or hurried on by tumultous paſſions, they ſhould 
be led to break the command of Gop, ſubvert His holy reli- 
gion, and infringe the peace of that ſociety, of which they 
are members, tor they may aſſure themſelves, that they wil! 


by ſuch wickedneſs bring down. Gop's judgments upon 


them. War with a foreign enemy is a great evil, but law- 
leſs riot and inteſtine diviſion are productive of the greateſt 
misfortunes that can happen to any country, of which may 
we never be even ſpectators ! 


S E ² T., XXXVIII. 


THE ISRAELITESAS SUBDUED BY THE KING OF 
MOAB—DELIVERED BY EHUD. 


ND the children of Iſrael did evil again in the 

ſight of the LORD: and the Loxp ſtrengthened 

Eglon the king of Moab againſt Iſrael, becauſe they 
had done evil in the fight of the LoR PD. 

And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon 
and Amalek, and went and {mote Iſrael, and poſſeſſed 
the city of palm- trees. 

So the children of Iſrael ſerved Eglon the king of 
| Moab eighteen years. 

But when the children of Iſrael cried unto the 
Lo p, the Loxp raiſed them up à deliverer, Ehud 
the ſon of Gera a Benjamite, a man left-handed : 
and by him the children of Ifrael ſent a } haves unto 
Eglon the king of Moab. | 

But Ehud made him a dagger, which had two 
edges, of a cubit length; and he did gird it under Bis 
raiment upon his right thigh, And 


tl 
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And he brought the preſent unto Eglon king of 
Moab. And Eglon was a very fat man. | 

And when he had made an end to offer the pre- 
tent, he ſent away the people that bare the preſent. 

But he himſelf turned again from the quarries that 
were by Gilgal, and faid, IJ have a ſecret errand unto 
thee, O king: who faid, Keep ſilence. And all that 
ſtood by him went out froin lim. 

And Ehud came unto him; and he was ſitting in 
a ſummer parlour, which he had for himſelf alone. 
And Ehud ſaid, I have a meſſage from Gop unto 
thee, And he aroſe out of his ſcat. 85 

And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the 
dagger from his, right thigh, and thruſt it into his 
belly. 

And the haft alſo went in after the blade: and 
the fat cloſed upon the blade, ſo that he could not 
draw the dagger out of his belly. 

Then Ehud went forth through the porch and 
{hut the doors of the parlour upon him and locked 
them. 

When he was gone out, his ſervants came: and 
when they ſaw, that bchold the doors of the parlour 
were locked, they faid, Surely he covereth his feet in 
his ſummer chamber. 

And they tarried till they were aſhamed ; and be- 
hold he opened not the doors of the parlour, therefore. 
they took a key, and opened them: and behold their 
lord was fallen down dead on the earth. 


And 


1 


210 MOAD oe. 


And Ehud eſcaped while they tarried; and paſſed 
beyond the quarries, and eſcaped unto Seirath. 

And it came to paſs when he was come, that he 
blew a trumpet en the mountain of Ephraim, ane 
the children f Iſrael went down with him from th. 
mount, and he before thera. 

And he ſaid unto them, Follow after me: for th: 
Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites inte 
your hand; and they went down after him, and toc!. 
the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and ſuffered nn 
a man to paſs over. 

And they flew at Moab at that time about tc 
thouſand men, all luſty, and all men of valour ; aud 
there eſcaped not a man. | | 

So Moab was ſubdued that day under the hand g. 
Iſrael. And the land had reſt fourſcore years. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


In the days of Balaam, the Moabites were reſtrained br 
Gon, even from pronouncing curſes on Iſrael“: how 
greatly then muſt the people have ſinned, to proveke Hin 
to ſtrengthen that very nation againſt them! They were nov 
obliged to pay a yearly tribute (a ſum of money, or a certain 
portion of the product of the land) as an acknowledgmen! 
of ſubmiſſion to the king of Moab, and this for eighter! 
years together. The Iſraelites then returned to their duty, 
and Gop once more raiſed them up a deliverer. Ehud“ 
errand was to carry the annual preſent to Eglon, king ©: 
Moab: there is an appearance of great treachery in his pro- 


* See Section 13. 


ceedinge, 
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ceedings, which nothing couid juſtify, but his having re- 
ceived a command from God to deſtroy Eglon, in order to 
ſet Iſrael free; and therefore his example is not to be imi— 
tated in this particular. 

We muſt remember, that the 'Moabites practiſed open 
idolatry, and that Iſrael again obeyed the Lo RD; as a re- 
ard for which, they had received repeated promiſes that 
their enemies ſhould fall before them. 

It is ſaid that Elud was of the tribe of Benjamin, and that 
tie was left-handed, therefore, in ail probability,. he was no 
expert warrior, till ſtrengthened by Gop, who choſe a weak 
inſtrument in order to ſhew his own ALMIGHTY power. 

We may ſuppoſe that the king of Moab had triumphed 
over Ifracl, and cxulted with pride at having ſubdued thoſe 
who called themſelves /e people of Go; and perhaps he 
imputed his ſucceſs to the aid of the falſe deitics he worſhip- 
red; at leaſt we may be certain that he was guilty of pre- 
ſumptuous ſin, or he would not have had ſuch an exemplary 
puniſhment; and in reſpect to the Moabites, ſucceſs was 
given to them for the puniſhment of Ifracl; therefore when 
that purpole was compleated, they were again expoſed to 
the wrath of Gon, which had only been ſuſpended, becauſe 
thoſe who were appointed to execute it had forſaken the 
Lo kb. The curſe ſtill remained in force againſt 1dolatry ; 
and it was the peculiar ſervice of the Iſraclites (when they 
were faithful to Gop) to punith thoſe who acted in defiance 
vt His ALMIGHTY power. 


s U F F LE MEN x. 
Fhud was ſucceeded by Shamgar, of whom little is ſaid, 
but that he gained a very compleat victory over the Philiſ- 


tines: this might happen during the life of Ehud, perhaps 
| when 
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when he was too old for ſervice, or in a different part of the 
territories of Iſrael. 

It is faid that he flew 600 men with an ex-goad; from 
which we may conjecture, that Shamgar and his men, be- 
ing ſuddenly attacked, ſecured all the ruſtical inſtruments 
they had at hand, and without the uſual arms (through tle 
powwer of the LoRD) defeated their enemies. 

What a deplorable ſituation had the Ifraelites reduce. 
themſelves to, by following falſe gods! They had no trade; 
and robbery was ſo frequent, that travellers were obliped to 
avoid the public road. The art of war was in a manner for- 
. gotten; and it is probable they had been deprived of a! 
their ſpears and ſhields by the Philiſtines. Then did the; 
call to mind the ng and the curſe; which the LORD Ha! 
ſet before them; and cried unto the Lok p, who deliverc 
them from their diſtreſs, by the moſt unexpected means, 


SE. CT, X. 


THE IsRAELITES DELIVERED FROM JABIN BY 
DeBoRan AND BARAK— 
JAEL KiLLETH SIS ERA. 


A ND the children of Iſrael again did evil in the 
ſight of the Lokxp when Ehud was dead. 

And the Lord fold them into the hand of Jabin 
king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor: the captain 
of whoſe hoſt was Siſera, which dwelt in Haroſheth 
of the Gentiles, 

And the children of Iſrael cried unto the LORD: 


for he had nine hundred chariots of iron ; and twenty 
years he mightily oppreſſed the children of Iſrael. 
And 
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And Deborah a prophieteſs, the wite of Lapidoth, 
the judged Iſrael at that time. 

And ſhe dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah, 
between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim ; 
and the children of Iſrael came up to her for judg- 
ment. x 

And ſhe ſent and called Barak the fon of Abinoam 
out of Kadeſh Naphthali, and faid unto him, hath 
not the LoxD Gop of Iſrael commanded, ſaying, 
Go, and draw toward mount Tabor, and take with 
thee ten thouſand men of the children of Naphtali 
and of the children of Zebulun ? | 

And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kithon, 
Siſera the captain of Jabin's army, with his chariots 


and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine 
hand. 


And Barak faid unto her, If thou wilt co with me, 
then I will go: bat if thou wilt not go with me then 
I will not go. 

And ſhe ſaid, I will ſarely go with thee : notwith- 
landing, the journey that thou takeſt ſhall not be for 
thine honour: for the Lord ſhall ſell Siſera into the 


hand of a woman. And Deborah aroſe, and went 
with Barak to Kedeſh. 


And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Ke- 
deſh ; and he went up with ten thouſand men at his 
feet: and Deborah went up with him. 

Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the children 
f Hobab the father-in-law of f Moſes, had ſevered 

himſelf 
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himſelf from the Kenites, and pitched his tent unto 


the plain of Zaanaim, which is by Kedeſh. 

And they ſhewed Siſera that Barak the ſon of Abi- 
noam was gone up to mount I 'abor. 

And Siſera gathered together all his chariots, even 
nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that 
were with him, from Haroſheth of the Gentiles unto 
the river of Kithon. 

And Deborah ſaid unto Barak, Up; for this is 
the day in which the Lord hath delivered Siſera into 
thine hand: is not the Lozd gone out before thee ? 
ſo Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten 

thouſand men after him. | 
And the Lox diſcomfited Siſera and all his cha- 
riots, and all his hoſt, with the edge of the ſword 
before Barak: ſo that Siſera lighted down .off his 
chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

But Barak purſued after the chariots, and after the 
hoſt unto Harotheth of the (Gentiles : and all the hoſt 
of Siſera fell upon the edge of the ſword; and there 
was not a man left. 

Howbeit, Siſera fled, away on his feet to the tent 
of Jae! the wife of Heber the Kenite : for there was 
peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the houſe 
of Heber the Kenite. | 
And Jael went out to meet Siſcra, and faid unto 
him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not: 
and when he had turned in unto her into the tent, {he 
covered him with a mantle. | 

And he ſaid unto her, Give me J pray thee, a lit- 
tle water to drink ; for I am thirſty, And ſhe opened 

5 a bot- 
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a bottle of milk, and gave him drink and covered 
tm. 

Again he ſaid unto her, Stand in the door of the 
tent, and it ſhall be when any man doth come and 
enquire of thee, and ſay, Is there any man here? 
that thou ſhalt ſay, No. 

Then Jael Heber's wife took a nail of the tent, 
and took an hammer in her hand, and went ſoftly 
unto him, and ſmote the nail into his temples, and 
faſtened it into the ground ; for he was faſt afleep and 
weary. So he died. 

And behold, as Barak purſued Sifera, Jael came 
out to meet him, and ſaid unto him, Come, and I 
will ſhew thee the man whom thou ſeekeſt. And 
when he came into her tent, behold, Siſera, lay dead, 
and the nail was in his temples. 

So Gop ſubdued on that day Jabin the king of 
Canaan before the children of Iſrael. 

And the hand of the children of Iſrael proſpered 
and prevailed againſt Jabin the king of Canaan, until 
they had deftroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 


ANNOTATIONS AX Db REFLECTIONS. 


Drrokan was a woman of extraordinary underſtanding 
nd fortitude ; ſhe was likewiſe endued with the gift of pro- 
phecy, by which Gop enabled her to foretel ſome events, 
ich His Divine Providence intended ſhortly to bring to 
fals. It is ſaid that ſhe governed Iſrael: perhaps this means, 
at her admonitions inſpired by Gobp, had brought the 
cople to repentance ; and that they had recourſe to her, in 


der to obtain advice, and to intreat her prayers to Gp 
i their bchalf, 


BARAK 
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BARAK was deſirous that th's propheteſs ſhould accom. 
pany him, leſt he ſhould commit errors, for vant of know. 
ing the will of the LoRD. How formidable was the ap- 
pearance of the enemy, with their iron chariots, which had 
ſcythes faſtened to their axle-trees! Yet Barak, by Gov: 
help, gained a compleat conqueſt! 

The conduct of Jael is hard to defend, and very unfit for 
the unitation of Chriſtians; but we may conclude, that ſhe 
was guilty of this treacherous act, from a zealous deſire tv 
render ſervice to Gop, by deſtroying the enemy of Iſrael, 
and thought that fraud might be allowable in ſuch a peculiar 
caſe, Gop permitted her to become the inſtrument of His 
wrath againſt Siſera; and ſeems to have pardoned Tae), for 
the ſake of her motive. Had Siſera been a worſhipper of the 
true Gob, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that Jael would have 


been reſtrained from the action ; but the Iſraelites were 


itrictly commanded 797 to fbexw mercy to the idolatrous nations; 
and, as there had been a conſtant intercourſe betwixt them 
und the Kenites, who were the deſcendants of Jethro, the 
father-in-law of Moſes, the latter certainly were acquainted 
with it. Jael was 1educed to the neceſſity of acting in favour 
of one party; had ſhe preſerved Siſera, he might, for aught 
ſhe knew, rally his forces, and make great ſlaughter in I- 
rae]; whereas, deſtroying him, was compleating the defca, 
which Barak had fo ſucceſsfully begun. 

Thoſe who act in defiance ot the laws of that ſociety, ci 
which they are members, forfeit the benefit of thoſe laws, 
and become ſubject to the penalties annexed, which in ſome 
caſes is death, in others impriſonment ; and if the delinquent 
flies from puniſhment to a foreign clime, he may be cn 


lawed; by which is meant, that he ſhall forfeit what be- 


longed to him in his own country, and no one ſhall be liable 

to puniſhment for any injuries done him. 
If this ſeverity is ſometimes neceſſary in reſpect to humar: 
laws, ſurely thoſe perſons who openly rebelled againſt their 
heawvcuis 
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heavenly KING, and paid thoſe honours to creatures, which 
belong to Him alone, might juſtly be deprived of the privi- 
lege which had been granted to the race of mankind by 
Gop's goodneſs, on condition of fidelity and obedience ; 
therefore might be ourlawed by his juſtice, and loſe all claim 
to acts of humanity from thoſe, whole duty it was to puniſh 
ſuch rebellious ſinners, as it clearly appeared that Gop re- 
quired them to do ſo. But nothing leſs than an immediate 
command from Gop Himſelf, can juſtify a war on account 
of religion, for CHRISTIANITY teaches a praceable beha- 
viourz and though the followers of our Loxp JESUS 
CHRIST muſt ſometimes unavoidably be engaged in war, 
for the defence of their country, they ought never to take 
upon themſelves to propagate the faith they profeſs, by vio- 
lent means; but ſhould rather pray for thoſe who do not en- 
joy the light of the goſpel, and rejoice in the happy advantages 
they themſelves poſſeſs. | 
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THE HISTORY OF NAOMI AND RUTH. 


During the forty years peace which the conqueſts of De- 
borah and Barak had procured, the Iſraelites again rebelled 
azainſt the LorD, and He puniſhed them with a grievous 
famine. Elimelech, a man of Bethlehem, rather than ſubmit 
to the affliction which GoDp was pleafed to bring on His peo- 
ple for their ſins, reſolved to leave his native country, and 
go with his wife Naomi and his two ſons Mahlon and Chi- 
lion, into the land of Moab. Elimelecli's endeavours to 
preſerve his life proved ineffectual; for though he eſcaped 
the famine, he died amongſt ſtrangers, and left his family 
expoſed to a variety of inconveniencies. 


TO. 1; | f 7 His 
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His ſons, who probably looked upon Moab as their coun- 
try, and who had been educated 1a a very different manner 
from what the law of Gop required, had no thoughts of 
returning to Bethlehem, and married Moabitiſh women, 
named Orpah and Ruth: in a few years theſe young men 
alſo died, | 

It is very likely that Naomi might at firſt be willing to leave 
her country; but the loſs of her huſband and ſons brought 
her to a ſenſe of the crime they had committed, and there- 
fore ſhe reſolved to ſeek for pardon and peace, by returning 
to that ſociety in which alone ſhe could expect to meet with 
them. She accordingly communicated this intention to her 
two daughters, and expreſſing the moſt fervent wiſhes for 
their happineſs, bade them farewel.—Both Orpah and Rut! 
were ſo affectionately attached to her, that they propoſed to 
return with her to the land of Judah; but as Naomi was ſenſi— 
ble that it would expoſe them to many diſtreſſes, ſhe gene- 
roufly declined the offer, and would not conſent that they 
ſhould go merely on her account, fearing that they were too 
much inclined to idolatrous worſhip to confor m to the law 0! 
Moſes, 

Orpah finding from Naomi's diſcourſe, that ſhe had little 


chance of obtaining a ſettlement in Judah, remained in 


Moab, paying however the tribute of many a tender tear for 
the kindneſs which ſhe had received from her dear mother- 
in-law, and then took a laſt adieu. 

Ruth was not to be hindered by any diſſuaſives from accom - 
panying Naomi, and expreſſed a fixed reſclution to be a par- 
taker of all her ſorrows, to forſake idols, and become a true 

worſhipper of the Gop of Iſrael: Naomi no longer reſiſted, 
but rejoiced to find that Ruth was converted, and now 
thought it her duty to endeavour to obtain a ſettlement for he! 


amongſt the Ifraclites,-They immediately proceeded Q1i 


their journey, and arrived at Bethlehem. 
Thole 
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Thoſe who had known Naomi in a ſtate of affluence, were 
{urprized at the change in her appearance; but ſhe acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of Gop, in bringing ſuch diſtreſſes upon 
the family of Elimelech, on account of their joining them- 
ſelves to an idolatrous nation from a diſtruſt of providence. 

As Naomi had no ſon to claim the inheritance of his father, 
ſhe was utterly deſtitute of the means of ſubſiſtence: Ruth 
therefore determined to exert her utmoſt induſtry, in order 
to procure a livelihood for them; and as it was harveſt time, 
went into the fields in order to pick up the cars of corn that 
fell from the reapers hands, which were the deſtined portion 
of the poor and needy: and the providence of Gop directed 
Ruth to a part of the field which belonged to Boaz, a man of 
conſiderable property, who was a near relation of Elimelech's, 
and a perſon of excellent character: he ſoon diſtinguifhed 


Ruth, and making enquiries after her, was told the hiſtory 


of her exemplary conduct; upon which he addreifed her 
with the utmoſt kindneſs, encouraging her to hope, that her 
dutiful behaviour to her mother, and piety to Gon, would 
be rewarded , 


He then gave orders that ſhe ſhould be trented witli all poſ- 


fible reſpect, be allowed to refreſh herſelf with his proviſions, 
and deſired that the reapers would even let fall handfulls orn. 
purpoſe for her; ſo that by the evening ſhe had got three 
pecks of barley, with which ſhe retarned to her mother, who 
expected her with the utmoſt impatience ; and when the heard 


how kindly ſhe had been treated by Boaz, the joy of her. 


heart brake forth in thankful acknowledgments of the good- 
neſs of God! Naomi then formed hopes that Boaz might be 
induced to marry Ruth (notwithſtanding the diſparity of for- 


tune) as ſhe had a right to require him to do ſo, if he was, 


as ſhe ſuppoſed him to be, the next of kin to her deceaſed 


Huſband; ſhe therefore gave Ruth particular directions lion 
to proceed according to the Jewiſh cuſtoms in ſuch cafes; 
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Ruth punctually obeyed, and obtained a promiſe of the far— 
ther protection of Boaz, it another perſon, who he told her 
was a nearer relation, ſhould refaſe to marry her, as he was 
very defirous to have a wife who had diſtinguiſhed herſelf by 
her virtue and affection to her former huſband. The other 
kinſman declined purchaſing the inheritance of Elimelech 
by marrying his widow, as it was not agreeable to his intereſt, 
he therefore reſigned her to Boaz; and Naomi had the feli. 
city of rejoicing, not only in the marriage of Ruth, but in 
the additional comfort of a ſon which Boaz and Ruth were 


blelſed with, who was named Obed. This child Naomi re- 


carded as a bleſling to herſelf, as he was intitled to the inhe- 
ritance of Elimelech, according to the Jewiſh law. 

So we find, that though it had pleaſed Gop to ſeparate 
the Jews as a, peculiar people; yet the Gentiles or Heathen: 
were not excluded from His grace, if they repented and 
were converted to his holy law. Worſhipping idols was the 
cauſe of the LoRp's forſaking them, but He was ready at all 
times to accept their repentance, of which Ruth is a remark- 
able inſtance; tor ſhe was not only admitted into the ſociety 
of: Gop's pcople, but was honoured amongſt thoſe who are 


reckoned in the genealogy of the promiſed Sawiour,—Her 
lon Obed was the father of Jelle, who was the father of king 


David, 5 
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ND the children py Ifracl did evil in the light ot 
the Lord: and the Lorn delivered them into 
the hand of Midian ſeven years. 
And the hand of Midian prevailed 1 alt Lirael : 
and becauſe of the Midianites the children of Iſrael 
made 
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a at 


made them the dens which are in the mountains, and 
caves, and ſtrong holds. | 

And ſo it was when Iſrael had ſown, that the Mi- 
dianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the chil- 
dren of the eaſt, even they came up againſt them; 
and they encamped againſt them, and deſtroyed the 
increaſe of the carth, till thou come unto Gaza, and 
left no ſuſtenance for Ifrael, neither ſheep, nor ox, 
nor aſs. 

For they came up with their cattle, and their 
tents, and they came as graſshoppers for multitude : 
for both they and their camels were without number: 
and they entered into the land to deſtroy it. 

And Iſrael was greatly impoveriſhed becauſe of the 
Midianites : and the children of Iſrael cried unto the 
LoRD. 

And it came to paſs, when the children of Iſrael 
cried unto the Lok p, becauſe of the Midianites, 
that the Lord ſent a prophet unto the children of 
. Ifrael, which ſaid unto them, Thus faith the LORD 
Gor of Ifrael, I brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the houſe of bondage. 

And I delivered you out of the hand of the I.gyp- 
 tians, and out of the hand of all that oppreſſed you, 


and drave them out from before you, and gave you 


their land. 

And I faid unto vou, I am the Lord your Gop; 
fear not the gods of the Amorites in whoſe land ye 
dwell : but ye have not obeyed my voice. 


1 And 
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And there came the angel of the Loxp and fat 


under an oak, which was in Ophrah, that pertained 
unto Joaſh the Abi-ezrite: and his ſon Gideon 
threſhed wheat by the wine-preſs, to hide it from 
the Midianites. 

And the angel of the Loxp appeared unto him, 
and ſaid unto him, The Lozp is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour, 

And Gidcon faid unto him, Oh, my lor 4! if the 
{.oxp be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 
and where be all his miracles which our fathers told 
us of, faying, Did not the Loxp bring us up from 
Egypt? but now the Loxp hath forſaken us, and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites. 

And the Loxp looked upon him, and faid, Go 
in this thy might, and thou ſhalt ſave Iſrael from the 
band of the Midianites : have not J ſent thee ? 

And he ſaid unto him, Oh, my lord! wherewith 
ſhall J fave Iſrael? behold my family is poor in Ma- 
naffeh, and I am the leaſt in my father's houſe. 

And the Lord faid unto him, Surely I will be 


with thee, and thou ſhalt ſmite the Midianites as one 


man. 
And he faid unto him, If now I have found grace 


in thy fight, then ſhew me a ſign that thou talkeſt 


with me: depart not hence, I pray thee, unti! 1 
come unto thee, and bring forth my preſent, and ſet 


it before thee. And he faid, I will tarry until thou 


come again, 


And 
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And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and 
unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the fleſh he 
put in a baſket, and he put the broth in a pot, and 
brought it out unto him under the oak, and pre- 
ſented it. 6 | 

And the angel of Gop ſaid unto him, Take the 
fleſh, and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon 
this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did fo. 

'Then the angel of the Lond put forth the end of 
the ſtaff that was in his hand, and touched the fleſh, 
and the unleavened cakes: and there roſe up fire out 
of the rock, and conſumed the fleſh, and the unlea- 
vened cakes, Then the angel of the LoRD departed 
out of his ſight, 

And when Gideon perceived that he was the angel 
of the LorD, Gideon faid, Alas! O Lorp Gop! 
for becauſe I have ſeen the angel of the LoRD face to 
face. 

And the Lord faid unto him, Peace be unto thee; 
car not, thou ſhalt not die. 

Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lok p, 
and called it Jehovah-ſhalom: unto this day it is yet 
in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

And it came to pals the fame night that the Lozn 
faid unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, 
even the ſecond bullock of ſeven years old, and throw 
_ down the altar of Baal that thy. father hath, and cut 
down the grove that is by it ; and build an altar un- 
to the Loxp thy Gop upon the top of this rock, in 
the ordered place, and take the ſecond bullock, and 
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offer a burnt-facrifice with the wood of the grove 
which thou ſhalt cut down. 

Then Gideon took ten men of his wine and 
did as the Lord had ſaid unto him: and ſo it was, 
becauſe he feared his father's houſhold and the men 
of the city, that he could not do it by day, that he 
did it by night. 

And when the men of the city aroſe early in the 
morning, behold, the altar of Baal was caſt down, 
and the grove was cut down that was by it, and the 
ſecond bullock was offered upon the altar that was 
built. | 

And they ſaid one to another, Who hath done 
this thing? and when they enquired and aſked, they 
taid, Gideon the ſon of Joaſh had done this thing. 

Then the men of the city ſaid unto Joaſh, Bring 
out thy ſon that he may die: becauſe he hath caſt 
down the altar of Baal, and becauſe he hath cut 
down the grove that was by it. 

And Joaſh ſaid unto all that ſtood againſt him, 
Will ye plead for Baal? will ye fave him? he that 
will plead for him, let him be put to death, whilſt it 
it yet morning: if he be a Gop, let him plead for 
limſelf, becauſe one hath caſt down his altar. 

Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, 
laying, Let Baal plead againſt him, becaufe he hath 
thrown down his altar, 


ANNOTA 
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ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS. 


In the days of Balak and Balaam, the people of Iſrael al- 
moſt entirely deftroved the Midianites ; but it is likely, that 
ſome of them ſaved themſelves by flight into other countries, 
and after the Iſraclites were ſettied in Canan, returned to 
their own country again, and might in two hundred years, 
repoſſeſs the land, and {till retain the name of Midianites. 

How deplorable was the condition to which the Ifraclites, 
through their apoſtacy, had reduced themſelves! All thoſe 
evils Moſes had foretold, fell upon them, becauſe they for- 
ſook the LoRD; and we may conſider it as an inſtance of 
Divine mercy, that they were not totally extirpated; but 
the Lord had gracioutly promiſed, that if they would repent 


and ſeek His aid, He would return unto them, and deliver 


them for the ſake of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and in re- 
membrance of His covenant; and we find in this fection, a 
remarkable proof of the faithfulneſs of Gop : for no ſooner 
did His people cute Him, than He feat a prophet to re- 
mind them of lis former mercies, and their breach oft 
duty, in-order to excite them to a thorough repentance. 
After this, we are told, an ANGEL of the Loxp appeared 
unto Gideon, acquainting him, that he was choſen to be the 
deliverer of Ifracl.,—tle who aTumed the form of an Agel, 
appears, by the ſubſequent converſation, to have been no 
other than the Loxp Himſelf; but Gideon did not firſt dil- 
cover who talked with him; he ſeems to have thought, that 
a prophet was ſent to him; and being in great de{ponvtency 
of mind, he began to expreſs his doubts of deliverance; 
the Lord then in His own name promiſed to fave lfravl, fav- 
ing, Surely I will be with thee, and thou fhalt ſmite tlie 
Uraelites as one man; Gideon could ſcarcely believe, that 


Gop manifeſted Lis Divine PRESENCE in fo humble a 


form, and that He had actually endued him with ſtrength 
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and abilities for the taſk required of him, therefore aſked for 
a ſign that he might be convinced his imagination did not 
deceive him. —He then haſtened into the houſe, and brought 
forth proviſions to refreſh his gueſt, ſhould he prove to be a 
man, or to offer as a ſacrifice, if he were the LoxD.—He 
had ſoon a very ſatisfactory ſign, for his prefent was accepted 
as a ſacrifice, which would not have been the caſe, had the 
ANGEL been a created being. Gideon expreſſed his con- 
viction, by crying out, © Alas, O Loxp God, for becauſc 
1 have ſeen the ANGEL of the Lok D;“ upon which tlie 
ſame Divine BeinG, who had before appeared, ſpake to 
him words of conſolation, aſſuring him, that he ſhould not 
die.—JEHovan SHALOM lignifies the Gop of peace. 

The reproof which Joaſh gave to the people for their fooliſh 
anger againſt Gideon, ſhews, that he was himſelf convinced, 


that idolatry was a great fin; and that though he had been a 


prieſt of Baal, he now clearly perceived that he muſt be an 


impotent Deity, ſince he had not been able to defend his 
own altar, | 


From this time, Gideon bore the name of FJerub-baal, 
that is, the oppoſer of Baal. 


E Ee . . 


GID EON REQUESTS ANOTHER SIGN,—PREPARE: 
FOR BATTLE. 


HEN all the Midianites and the Amalekites 

and the children of the eaſt were gathered toge- 

ther, and went over, and pitched in the valley of 
fezreel. — : 

But the Spirit of the LoRD came upon Gideon, 

and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered 


after him. 1 And 
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And he ſent meiiengers throughout all MIanaſſeh, 
who alſo was gathered after him, and he ſent meſſen- 
gers unto Aſher, and unto Zebulun, and unto Naph- 
tali, and they came up to meet them. 

And Gideon ſaid unto Gop, If thou wilt fave Iſrael 
by mine hand, as thou haſt ſaid, Behold I will put a 
fleece of woo! in the floor: and if the dzw be on the 
fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beſide, 
then ſhall I know that thou wilt ſave Ifracl by mine 
hand, as thou haſt ſaid, | 

And it was fo: for he roſe up early on the morrow 
and thruſt the fleece together, and wringed the dew 
out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. 

And Gideon faid unto Gop, Let not thine anger 
be hot againſt me, and I will ſpeak but this once: let 
me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece: 
let it now be dry only. upon the fleece, and upon all 
the ground let there be dew. | 
And Gopdid fo that night: for it was dry upon the 
fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 
Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people 


that were with him, roſe up early; and pitched beſide 


the well of Harod: fo that the hoſt of the 5i1idianites 


were on the north {ide of them by the hill of! Moreh, 


in the valley. 
And the LoR ſaid unto Gideon, I he people that 


are with thee are too many for me to give the Midia- 
nites into their hands, .leſt Iſrael vaunt themſelves. 


againſt me, ſaying, Mine own hand hath ſaved me. 


Now 
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Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people, ſay ing, Whoſoever is fearful and afraid, let 
him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And 
there returned of the people twenty and two thouſand : 
and there remained ten thouſand. 

And the Lok D faid unto Gideon, The people are 
yet too many, bring them down unto the water, and 
I will try them for thee there: and it ſhall be, that of 
whom I ſay unto thee, This ſhall go with thee, the 
ſame ſhall go with thee; and of whomloever I ſay 
unto thee, This ſhall not go with thee, the ſame ſhall 
not go. 

So he brought down the people unto the water : and 
the Loxp ſaid unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth 
of the water with his tongue as a dog lappeth, him 
ſhalt thou ſet by himſelf: likewiſe every one that bow- 
eth down upon his knees to drink. | 

And the number of them that lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but 
all the reſt of the people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I fave you, and deliver 
the Midianites into thine hand : and let all the other 
people go every man unto his place. 

So the people took victuals in their hand, and their 
trumpets: and he ſent all the reſt of Ifrael, every 
man unto his tent, and retained thoſe three hundred 
men. And the hoſt of Midian was beneath him in 
the valley, Tn 


And 
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And it came to paſs the fame night that the LoRD 
ſaid unto him, Ariſe, get thee down unto the hoſt ; 
for I have delivered it into thine hand, 

But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phn- 
ral: thy ſervant down to the hoſt: and thou ſhalt 
hear what they fay ; and afterwards thall thine hands 
be ſtrengthened to go down unto the hoſt. Then 
went he down with Phurah his ſervant unto the out- 
ſide of the armed men that were in the hoſt. 

And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all 
the children of the eaſt lay along in the valley like 
graſshoppers for multitude; and their camels were 
without number, as the ſand by the ſea-ſide for 
multitude. | 

And when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and faid, 
Behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo a cake of barley 
bread tumbled into the hoſt of Midian, and came 
unto a tent, and ſmote it that it fell and overturned 
it, that the tent lay along. 

And his fellow anſwered and ſaid, This is nothing 
elſe fave the ſword of Gideon the fon of Joaſh, a 
man of Iſrael: for into his hand hath Gop deli ered 
Midian and all the hoſt. 

And it was ſo, when Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he 
worſhipped, and returned into the hoſt of Iſrael, and 
. faid, Ariſe, for the Lon hath delivered into your 
W hand the hoſt of Midian. 


And. 
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And he divided the three hundred men into three 

companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's 
hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within thie 
pitchers. 

And he ſaid unto them, Look on me and do like- 
wiſe: and behold, when I come to the outſide of the 
camp, it ſhall be that as I do, ſo ſhall ye do. 

When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets alſo on every 
ſide of all the camp, and ſay, The ſword of the 
Lond and of Gideon. 

So Gideon and the hundred men that were with 
him came into the outſide of the camp in the middle 
watch: and they had but newly ſet the watch, and 
they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that 
were 1n their hands. h 

And the three companies blew the trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left 
hands, and the trumpets in their right- hands, to 
blow withal: and they cried, The ſword of the 
LoRD, and of Gideon. 

And they ſtood every man in his place round thout 
the camp; and all the hoſt ran, and cried, and 
ficd, 

And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the 
Lord ſet every man's ſword againſt his fellow, even 
throughout all the hoſt : and the hoſt fled to Beth- 
ſhittah, in Zererah, and to the border of Abel-me- 
holah, unto T abbath, 


And 
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And the men ob Iſrael gathered themſelves toge- 
ther out of Naphtali, and out of Aſher, and out of 
all Manaſleh, and purſued after the Midianites. 

And Gideon ſent meſſengers throughout all mount 
Ephraim, ſaying, Come down againſt the Midian- 
ites, and take before them the waters unto Beth- 
barah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim 


gathered theniſelves together and tock the waters 
unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 


And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb 
and Zeeb; and they ſlew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, 
and Zeeb, they flew upon the wine-preſs of Zeeb, 
and purſued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb 
and Zeeb to Gideon on the other fide Jordan, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


As Gideon had collected together ſo numerous an army, 
he was deſirous that they ſhould have as ſatisfactory a proot 
as he had himſelf received, that he was appointed by Gop 
to be the deliverer of Iſrael; the ſending dew on the fleece, 
and then inverting the ſign agreeably to his requeſt, ſhewed, 
that the LoRD was actually with him, which was a great 
means of ſtrengthening his own faith, at the ſame time that 
it awakened that of others. 

Why 1t pleaſed Gop to appoint ſuch an St 
method of electing the men who were to attend Gideon in 
| his great enterprize, it does not concern us to know, becauſe 
we ſhall never be in ſuch circumſtances as they were. It 
plainly appears that Gop intended to effect the deſtruction 
of the Midianites in a wonderful manner, ſo as to leave no 
one room to ſuppole, bis own {kill or valour had gained the 

victory; 


— 


victory; and whatever directions ſeemed good to Gop's in- 
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finite wiſdom to give, the Iſraelites were bound to obey. 

It muſt aſtoniſh Gideon to hear the Midianites foretelling 
the ſucceſs of his arms; he could impute the prediction he 
overheard to nothing but the inſpiration of Gop for his en- 
couragement. | 

We have here a freſh inſtance that interpretations belongs 
unto GoD, for none but He, whoſe miraculous power was 


to effect it, could have enabled the Midianite to forete! 


ſuch an event, as the overthrow of the Midianites by the 
ſword of Gideon. 
It is very likely that upon Gideon's great ſucceſs, many 


of the ſoldiers whom he had lately diſmiſſed were deſirous to 


partake of the ſpoil, and for this purpoſe willingly aſſembled 
together, and purſued after ſome of the Midianites, by which 


means two of the Generals fell into the hands of the 


Ephraimites, who guarded the river ſide in order to prevent 
their eſcape. 

What conſternation and amazement did this little troop of 
300 men occaſion amongſt the formidable army of the Midi- 
anites! The terror of the LoRp ſeized on their ſpirits, ſo 
that in their confuſion they ſlew each other. The manner 
in which Gideon and his army were furniſhed for the battle, 
was expreſſive of the inſignificance of the Midianitiſh hoſts 


when fighting againſt the feword (that is to ſay the porn) | 


of the Log p. | 


CECT: 


Gain. ao. 


We; Bb 


T. II. 


THE EPHRAIMITES MURMUR.—ZEBAH AND 
Z ALMUNNA DEFEATED, 


A* D the men of Ephraim ſaid unto him, — 
Why haſt thou ſerved us thus, that thou 
calledſt us not when thou wenteſt to fight with the 
Midianites? and they did chide with him ſharply. 

And he ſaid unto them, What have I done now in 
compariſon of you? is not the gleaning of the grapes 
of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abiezer? Gon 
hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, 
Oreb and Zeeb: and what was I able to do in com- 
pariſon of you? then their anger was abated toward 
him, when he had ſaid that. 

And Gideon came to Jordan, and paſſed over, he 
and the three hundred men that were with him, faint, 
yet purſuing them. | 

And he ſaid unto the men of Succoth, Give I pray 
you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me: 
tor they be faint; and Jam purſuing after Zebah and 
 Zalmunna kings of Midian. 

And the princes of Succoth ſaid, Are the hands of 
Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we 
ſhould give bread unto thine army? And Gideon 
ſaid, Therefore when the Lord hath delivered Zebah 
and Zalmunna into mine hands, then I will tear your 
geſh with the thorns of the wilderneſs, and with bri- 
ers. And 
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And he went up thence to Penuel, and ſpake unto 


them likewiſe; and the men of Penuel anſwered him 


as the men of Succoth had anſwered him. 

And he ſpake alſo unto the men of Penuel, ſaying, 
When I come again in peace, I will break down 
tower. | 

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Kark or, and 
their hoſt with them, about fifteen thouſand men, al! 
that were left of all the hoſts of the children of the eaſt : 
for there fell an hundred and twenty thouſand me; 
that drew ſword. 

And Gideon went up by the way of them that dw: 


in tents, on the eaſt of Nobah and Jogbehah, alu! 


ſnote the hoſt : for the hoſt was ſecure. 

And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he purſue. 
after them, and took the two kings of Midian, Zebat 
and Zalmunna, and diſcomfited all the hoſt. And 
Gideon the ſon of Joaſh returned from battle be 


fore the ſun was up, and caught a young man of the 


men of Succoth, and enquired of him : and he de- 
ſcribed unto him the princes of Succoth, and the elders 
thereof, even threeſcore and ſeventeen men. 

And he came unto the men of Succoth, and ſaid. 
Behold, Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye did 


upbraid me, ſaying, Are the hands of Zebah and Zal- 


munna, now in thine hand, that we ſhould givc 
bread unto thy men that are weary ? And he took the 
elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderneſs, and 
briers, and with them he taught the n men of Suc- 


. 
And 
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And he beat down the tower of Penuel, and flew 
themen of the city. | 

Then ſaid he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What 
manner of men were they whom ye flew at "Tabor? 
and they anſwered, As thou art, fo were they; each 
one reſembled the children of a king, 

And he faid, They were my brethren, even the 
ſons of my mother: as the Lory liveth, if ye had 
ſaved them alive, I would not tlay you. 

And he ſaid unto Jether his firſt born, Up, and 
flay them. But the youth drew not his ſword : for he 
feared, becauſe he was yet a youth, _ 

'Then Zebah and Zalmunaa faid, Riſe thou, and 
fall upon us: for as the man is, fo is his ſtrength, 
And Gideon aroſe, and flew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took away the ornaments that were on their ca- 
mels Necks: 


ANNOTATIONS AN PDP REFLECTIONS. 

The men of the tribe of Ephraim, were very jealous. of 
Gideon, thinking he withed to exalt the tribe of Manaſſch, 
to which he belonged, above thein; and as they were both 
deſcendants of the patriarch Joſeph, thought they onght to 
be joint partakers of the honour of this memorable victory, 
not conſidering that it was Gideon's duty to act as G09 di- 
rected him. 

Gideon kindly forgave their unjuſt ſuſpicions, and by mag- 
nifying their exploits and ſpeaking humbly of his own, ſub- -, 
dued their anger, and prevented the evil effects of difſenſion 
amongſt brethren. 

As Gideon and his little troop of warriors were faint and 
atigued, they had a juſt claim from all the Iſraelites who 
were 
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were able to ſupply them with food, and it muſt be very 
mortify ing to them to meet with a refuſal from the men of 
Succoth. Thoſe who could be ſo cruel as to withhold relief 
on ſuch an occaſion, deſerved chaſtiſement, for they muſt be 
totally devoid of humanity, and deſtitute of faith in Goo, 
Moſt likely they were worſhippers of Baal. 

It appears by the queſtions which Gideon put to the two 
kings, that ſome of his brethren had been flain by then) 
when they made their incurſions into the land of Iſrael ; ! 
had a right to put them to death, according to the laws then 
in force. This example is not intended for the imitation of 
Chriſtians; but we may ſafely copy after Gideon in his he 
haviour to the Ephraimites, as his ſelf-denial and humility 
ſhew him in a moſt amiable lighr; and the good effects ther 
produced are an excellent leſſon, teaching us, that the bes 
way to overcome envy and evil-will, is to refoly e to act with 
mildneſs and temper, forbcaring to recriminate and return 
thoſe unjuſt reproaches that proceed from miſtake and pil 
ſion. 
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SUPP I. k M E N T. 


It was related in the foregoing ſection, that Gideon had 
ſeveral wives, and a great number of children; as this 
was the caſe, his family could not be educated upon a very 
regular plan; and we may ſuppoſe, that there were among 
them, in a variety of inſtances, envy, jealouſy, and diſcon- 
tent, even during his life-time; but the Iiraclites had learnt 
the cuſtom of having a plurality of wives, from their idol1- 
trous neighbours, for it was quite contrary to the law c! 
Gop, (which from the beginning, required that a man 
ſhould have only one*) and was a great means of bringing 
_ down his judgments upon them. 

* See Gen. il. Mat. xix, 


Gideon 


— 
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Gideon had in all ſeventy ſons; one of them, named 
Abimelech, was of an ambitious aſpiring temper, and his 
mother's family had great intereſt in Shechem; he there- 
fore, after his father's death, endeavoured to get himſelf 
made king: his relations encouraged him; and that he 
might not want money to carry on his deſign, they furniſhed 
him with ſome out of the treaſury of their idol Baal-berith, 
with which he hired a number of proflicates to attend 
him. With theſe ſupplies, he repaired to his father's houſe; 
and having ſeized all his brethren, excepting Jotham the 
youngeſt, who made his eſcape, he flew them all upon one 
ſtone, and then returned to Shechem, where, inſtead of 
meeting with the deteſtation his crime deſerved, he was in 
a general aſſembly, elected king. 

When voung Jotham heard of this, he aſcended mount 
Gerizim, which overlooked Shechem, and calling on the 
inhabitants of the city, to attend to him, he propoſed a fable 
to them“, by which he attempted to convince them of their 
folly, in chufing a man for their king, who was no more able to 
protect them than a bramble is to cover other trees that ſhould 
reſort to it, under its branches; and to recal to their minds 
his father's modeſty and ſelf-denial, in refuſing to have the 
government which they had now conferred on one, as much 
inferior in virtue and honour to Gideon and his deceaſed 
ſons, as the bramble is to the olive-tree, the fig- tree, and 


the vine. 


He then expoſtulated with them on the injury they had 
done his family, and upbraided them with their ingratitude 
to his father's memory, appealing to their own conſciences, 
whether they had done right or not, and denounced a curſe 
againſt them, to the following effect, Let fire come out of Abi- 
melech, and dewour the men of Shechem, and the houſe of Mills; 
and let fire come out from the men 'of Shechem, and from the 


Douſe of Millo, and devour Abimelech. 


* See Judges ix. V. 8. Kc. g 
Having 
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Having thus expreſſed his ſentiments to the Shechemites, 
Jotham made his eſcape to Beer, where he lived ſecure 
from Abimelech's rage, and it was not long before his curſes 
which ſeem to have been prophetical, began to operate; fur 
the people of Schechem, growing jealous and diſtruſtful of 
their new king, were for killing him, which made him leave 
| the place, and eſcape for his lile,—As ſbon as he was gone, 
ww they ſet up another vile wretch, named Gael, to be their 
| governor, —Abimelech ſoon after ſtormed the place where 
Gacl was, and killed all the inhabitants that came in his 
way; and ſome of them having taken ſhelter in a fort be- 
longing to the temple of their idol Berith, he ſet fire to it, 
and deſtroyed them all together. 

Soon after, he attempted to burn two other towns; but 


while he was encouraging them to ſet the gate on fire, a wo- 
man threw down a piece of a mill- ſtone upon his head, and 
fractured his ſkull, | 
Though Abimelech was ſenſible that he had received a 
mortal blow, and muſt ſoon expire; he did not diſcover any 


re morſe for his crimes, but ſpent his laſt thonghts on a trifling 
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concern for his fame; being ſhocked by nothing, but the fear 
that it would be reported that he Joſt his life by the hand of 
a woman: this procecded from a fa!ſe nation of honour, 
founded on pride; and many perſons, even at this day, en- 
tertain ſentiments of a ſimilar nature; but CHRISTIANITY 
teaches better principles, and ſhews that nobleneſs of min! 
conſiſts in ſupporting diſerace, with fortitude and refigna-* 
tion. 
The act of which Abimelech was guilty in flay ing his 
brethren, proves, that he was of a moſt ſavage ditpolition. 
The tribes were quite paſſive on this occaſion, from whence 
we may infer, that they bad loft all ſenſe of honour and 1:- 


berty, juſtice and gratitude; they bad quite extinguiſhed 
among them the ſpirit which led them to take ſuch ve! 
geance on the Benjamites, for the murder of one woman, 


01 
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or they certainly would have united to put to death a per- 
ſon, who, without any provocation, was ſo unnatural, as to 
maſſacre ſixty-eight of his own brethen. 

It is thought, that the Shechemites aſſembled for the pur- 
poſe of electing Abimelech at the very place where the 
{tone had been crected in memory of the covenant which the 
Iſraelites made with the Lok, when Joſhua delivered his 
laſt exhortation to them, 

Abimelech's reign proved both zhorny and ſhort-lived, and 
he verified the prediction of Jotham concerning him; for in 
the ſpace of three years, he and the Shechemites were fire- 
brands to each other. 

The houſe of Millo, which joined with the Shechemites, 


is ſuppoled ro have been all the kindred of Abimelech's 
mother. | 


THE GOVERNMENT OF TOLA. 


Abimelech was ſucceeded in the government of Iſrael, by 
Tola, who was a man of a very prudent and peaceable diſ- 
poſition, and very capable of reforming abuſes, and appeaſing 
tumults in the ſtate; it is related of him, that he judged 
Iſrael 23 years, and that he lived and died in peace, from 
whence we may infer, that he was an enemy to idolatry. 


THE GOVERNMENT OF JAIR. 


After the death of Tola, Jair governed Iſrael. He appears 
to have been intent on the aggrandizing of his own family, 
who lived in the utmoſt magnificence; for it is related, that 
he had thirty ſons, who rode on thirty aſs colts, and that each 
fon had a city. Now“ tho? afles are condemned to the moſt fer- 
vile employments, and it is thought diſgraceful for any above 
the loweſt rank to mount them; they. were at that time of 
great eſtimation, and bore on their backs kings and nobles; 
tor the Iſraclites had an expreſs command bt ro multiply} 


* Sherlock's Diſſertations, + Deut, xvii. 16. 
| | horſes 
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horſes to themſelves, becauſe they were under the immediate 
direction of Gop; and He promiſed, that He wwonl1 be to then; 
inſtead of horſes and chariots; and it is evident, from the 
Jewiſh hiſtory, that this law was obſerved; for when Joſhua 
prevailed againſt the Canaanites, and took from them many 
horſes and chariots, he was commanded to hough or ham ring 
the horſes, and burn the chariots with fire: and when Barat 
and Deborah delivered Iſrael from Siſera, who had nine hun- 
dred chariots of iron, it is expreſsly ſaid, that Barak was 
ſent on foot into the valley: for Gon had taken the defence of 
Iſrael upon himſelf, and whenever the people took it out of 
his hands and placed it in their own, they were ſure to be 


_undone;: for the LoRD of HosTs wanted neither horſe nor 


foot to fight His battles. 
During the government of Jair, the people went great!; 
aſtray, worſhipping all manner of idols that were amono!! 


the neighbouring people; by this means, they not only pro- 


voked Gop, but expoſed themſelves to the derifion and c 
tempt of all the world, as it proved the fickleneſs of thai, 
tempers. 


S EU, III. 


GIDEON REFUSETH THE SOVEREIGNT Y— 
MAKETH AN EPHoD. 


HEN the men of Iſrael ſaid unto Gideon, Rule 

thou over us, both thou and thy ſon, and thy 

ſon's ſon alſo: for thou haſt delivered us from the 
hand of Midian. 

And Gideon faid unto them, I will not rule over 

you, neither ſhall my fon rule over you: the Lonb 


hall rule over you. 
And 
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And Gideon ſaid unto them, I would deſire a re- 
queſt of you, that ye would give me every man the 
car-rings of his prey: for they had golden ear-rings, 
becauſe they were Iſhmaelites. 

And they anſwered, We will willingly give them. 
And they ſpread a garment, and did caft therein every 
man the car-rings of his prey. 


And the weight of the golden car-rings that he re- 
queſted was a thouſand and ſeven hundred ſhekels of 
gold: beſides ornaments, and collars, and purple rai- 
ment that was on the kings of Midian : and beſide the 
chains that were about their camels necks, 

And Gideon made an ephod thereot, and put it in 
his city, even in Ophrah: and all Iſrael went thither 
after it: which thing became a ſnare unto Gideon, and 

to his houſe 

Thus was Midian ſubdued before the children of 
Iſrael, ſo that they lifted up tlieir heads no more, 
And the country was in quietneſs forty ycars in the 
days of Gideon. | 

And Jerubbaal the fon of Joaſh went and dwelr 
in his own houſe. 

And Gideon had threcſcore and ten ſons, for lie 


had many wives. 
W And it came to pals as ſoon as Gideon was dead, 
the that the children of Iſrael went after Baalim; and 
made Baal-berith their god. | 
= And the children of Iſrael remembered not tlie 
MS! 


Lord their Gop, who had delivered them out of 
And the hands of all their enemies on every fide, neither 
„Vor. II. M ſhewed 


— 
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ſhewed they kindneſs to the houſe of Jerubbaal, 
[ namely Gideon, according to all the goodnef-+ 


N . 
It which he had ſhewed unto Lfrael. 
1 | 
5 
| | ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 
| The cratitude which the children of Ifrael expreſſed {© 
[| | Gideon, muſt have been very pleaſing to him; and he gave 


1 a freſh inſtance of his moderation in declining the govern- 
ment. He was, however, deſirous to have ſomething that 
might remain as a memorial of his late extraordinary victory; 
j | | therefore he made a garment in imitation of part of the 
| ſacred veſtments worn by the prieſts, and placed it ſomewhere 

| in Ophrah; ſoon aſter this, he quitted public employ, and 
! retired to his country-houſe; in all probability, he left thi, 
| 


ephod behind him, not in the leaſt ſuppoſing it could pro- 
duce any bad conſequence; but ſome time afterwards, when 
the people were returning to idolatry, they began to ima- 
vine, that Gop would anſwer them at Ophrah where this 
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ephod was, as well as at Shiloh; and ſo perverted it to 4 
bad purpoſe. Gideon, in the latter part of his lite, ſeerq: 
to have fallen into this miſtake in ſome degree, which fhew-: 
the ill effects of a bad education. He was the ſon of a pric!: 
of Baal; and, though converted by a divine wvifon to the 
belief of the true Gop, he might have neglected to infor 
hunſelf of the ceremonial part of religion, and remain ſatisficd 
with the rectitude of his intentions: this was a great fault in 
him, for he ſhould have applied himſelf to the ſtudy of Gop': 
laws, in order to learn the whole of his duty; eſpecially as 
the zemporal happineſs and proſperity of the people of Ifracl, 
depended on a punctual performance of thoſe ordinances 
which Gop had appointed as RIN of Iſrael. 

As the people proved ſo ungrateful to Gop, no wonder 
that they ſhould forget Gideon; but they were at laſt ſeyerel; 
puniſhed for their abeſta y and ingra'itude, 8 E 0 T 
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TEPHTHAH APPOINTED TO DELIVER Is AE. 


ND the children of Iſracl did evil again in 

the ſight of the -Lorn, and ſerved Baalim, 

and Afhitaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods 
of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods ©: 
the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Phi. 
liſtines, and forſook the LoR D, and ferved not him. 
And the anger of the Logap was hot againſt 
lirael, and He ſold them into the hands of che Phi- 


liſtines, and into the hands of the cluldren of Am- 


mon. 

And that year they veved and oppreſſed the chil- 
dren of Ifrael eighteen years, all the children of 
Iſrael, that were on the other ide Jordan, in the 
and of the Amorites, which is in Gilead, 

Moreover, the children of Ammon paſted over Jor- 
dan to fight alſo againſt Judah, and againſt Benja— 
min, and againſt the houſe of Ephraim; ſo that 
Iſrael was ſore diſtreſſed. 

And the children of Iſracl cried unto the Lon, 
ſaying, We have ſinned againit Thee, both becauſe 
we have forſaken our Gop, and alſo ſerved Baalim. 

And the Lorp ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, 
Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from 
- Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and 

from the Philiſtines? 

M 2 The 
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The Zidonians alſo, and the Amalckites, and 
the Maonites did oppreſs you, and ye cricd to Me, 
and I delivered you out of their hand. 

Yet ye have forſaken me, and ſerved other gods: 
wherefore I will deliver you no more. Go, and cry 
unto the gods which ye have choſen: let them deliver 
you in the time of your tribulation. 

And the children of Iſrael faid unto tlie Lon D, 

We have ſinned: do thou unto us whatſoever ſeem- 
eth good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thee, 
this day. 

And they put away the ſtrange gods from among 
them, and ſerved the Lok: and His foul Wis 
grieved for the miſery of Iſrael. 

Then the children of Ammon were gathered toge- 
ther, and encamped in Gilead. And the children of 
Iſrael aſſembled themſelves together, and encamped 
in Mizpeh. 

And the people and princes of Gilead faid one 
to another, What man is he that will begin to fight 
againſt the children of Ammon? he ſhall be head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 

Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man 
of valour, and he was the ſon of Gilead. And 
Gilead's wife bare him ſons: and his wife's ſons grew 
up, and they thruſt out Jephthah, and faid unto 
him, Thou ſhalt not inherit in our father's houls; 
for thou art the ſon of a ſtrange woman. 

Then Jephthah Red from his brethren, and dwelt | 
in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain 
men to Jephthah, and went out with him. And 


ISRAEL RK PE N T. 245 


And it came to paſs, in proceſs of time, that the 
children of Ammon made war againſt Iſrael. And 
it was fo, that when the children of Ammon made 
war againit Iſrael, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
Jephthah out of the land of Job. 

And they faid unto Jephthah, Come, and be our 
captain, that we may fizhit with the children of Am- 


; mon. 

: And Jephthah ſaid unto the elders of Gilead, Did 

45 not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father's 
houſe? And why arc ye come unto me now when 

5 ye are in Giſtrels? 

5 5 the elders of Gilead ſaid unto Jephthat, 


Therefore we turn again to thee now, that thou 
mayeſt go with us and fight againſt the children of 
Ammon, and be our head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead. 

And Jephthah ſaid unto the elders of Gilead, If 
ye bring me home again to ſight againſt the children of 
Ammon, and the Loap deliver them before me, ſhall 
i be your head? 

And the elders of Gilead faid unto Jephthah, The 


nan LoRD be witneſs between us, if we do not ſo according 
And o thy words. 
rew Then Jephthah went with the elders or, Gilead, 
inte and the people made him head and captain over them: 
uſe; and Jephthah uttered all his words before the Lozn 

| in Mizpeh. 
lwelt | 
val M 3 ANNOTA- 


foul was grieved for the miſery of Tfrael. From what h 


ence! During his'earlieſt years, we may ſuppoſe, he enjoyed 


"reſt of his brethren, and his father intended he ſhould be an 


This incident affords an uſeful leſſon, to all who find them- 
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ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS, 


We find from this ſection, that the corruptions, which bez: 
to take place in the time of Jair, grew to ſo enormous 
height, as to bring down the anger of Gop, who ſuftercd th- 
Ifraclites to be greatly opprefled. They ſeem to have be»: 
uncommonly humbled by this affliction, and to have repente/| 
with great contrition and ſincerity, very pleaſing to Gop; 
who is ſaid to have felt ſuch compaſſion for them, at 11; 


been obſerved before, concerning Gop's repenting, &c. u. 
may underſtand, that the ALmiGaTy ſhewed ſuch kindnc{, 
towards the Iſraelites, as effectually comforted, relieved, 
and encouraged them; in the fame manner as the ſympa- 
thizing tenderneſs of a benevolent and powerful friend, ſof- 
tens calamity, and reſtores peace and happineſs to the at- 
flicted heart. We muſt not ſuppoſe, that He really felt grie!, 
tor this can never happen. 

What various viciſlitudes of fortune did Jephthah experi- 


peace and plenty, for it ſeems that he was treated like the 


inberitor with them. It was a ſevere and cruel ſtroke, to be 
condemned for the faults of his mother, to quit a life of at- 
Fuence for a ſtate of exile; and be reduced to the neceſlity 
of gaining a precarious livelihood amongſt a ſet of outcaſts, 
and who moſt likely ſupported themſelves by hunting and 
taking wild beaſts, or making incurſions on thoſe parts 6: 
Canaan, which were not yet conquered. In a ſhort time, 
behold, the very man, lately abandoned by his own relations, 
ſolicited to become the judge and commander of thoſe peo- 
ple, who had treated him with ſo much ſcorn and contempt! 


{elves inclined to behave towards any of their fellow-creaturc: 
with arrogance and injuſtice. | Prudence 
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- & 

Prudence required that Jephthah ſhould make conditions 
tor his own ſecurity, as he had received ill uſage ſufficient 
to juſtify his ſuſpicions, that the Gileadites would he re- 
gardleſs of his intereſt, when their own turn was ſerved, The 
Gileadites cortainly had no right to expect ſervices from him, 
and it was a reaſonable demand of Jephthah's, that the go— 
vement, with which he was to be inveſted for their benefit, 
ſhould be contianed during his life, The people at this time 
ſeem to have entertained the higheſt opinion of his merit, 
therefore agreed to 11s terms, and ratified the bargain with an 
oath, Jephthuin likewiſe wriered bis words before the LORD, 
by which 1s meant, that he called Gop to vitnels his intention 
do all in his power tor their relief; truſting in the aid al 
protection of the Loa h of Hos rs, the mighty Gop of itra.l, 


C 
JE FHRTHAu's RASHü Vow. 


ND ſephtliah ſeat meſſengers unto the king of 
the children of Ammon, fayiag, 


Vhat ait 
thou to do with me, that thou art come againſt me 


to fight in my land? 
Aid the king of the children of "Ammon ariſyered 


unto the meſlengers of Jen Becauſe Iſracl 


took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, 
rom Arnon even unto Jabbok, wal unto Jordan. 
Now therefore reſtores tho'e lands again peaceably. 
And Jephthah fent meſſengers again unto the king 
of the childien of Ammoa; and ſaid uato him, 
Thus faith Jephthah, Iſfracl took not away the land 
of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon. 
M4 = V/ hereiore 
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Wherefore I have not ſinned againſt thee, but thou 
doſt me wrong to war againſt me; the Lokp the 
Judge be judge this day between the children of 
ilrac] and the children of Ammon. 

Howbeit, the king of the children of Ammon 
hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah, which 
he ſent him. 

Then the Spirit of the Loxp came upon Jeph- 
thah, and he paſſed over Gilead, and Manaſſeh, 
and paſted over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Miz- 
peh of Gilead he paſſed over unto the children of 
Ammon. 

And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LoRp, 
and faid, If thou ſhalt without fail deliver the chil- 
dren of Ammon into mine hands, then ſhall 1t be, 
that whatſoever cometh forth of the doors of my 
loule to meet me, when J return in peace from the 
children of Ammon, ſhall ſarely be the LoRP's, 
and 1 will offer it up for a burnt-offcring. 

80 Jephthah paſſed over unto the children of Am- 
mon to fight againſt them; and the LoRp delivered 
them into his hand. And he ſmote them from 
Aroer even till thou come to Minnith, even twenty 
cities, and unto che plain of the vineyards, with a 
very great ſlaughter. Thus the children of Ammon 
were ſubdued before the children of IIrael. 

And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his houſe, 
and behold, his daughter came out to meet him with 
timbrels and with dances; and ſhe was his only | 
child; beſide her he had neither ſoa nor daughter. 


A Le 1 
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And it came to paſs when he ſaw her, that he 
rent his clothes, and ſaid, Alas! my daughter, thou 
haſt brought me very low, and thou art one of them 
that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto 
the LoRp, and I cannot go back. 

And ſhe ſaid unto him, My father, if thou haſt 
opened thy mouth unto the Lorn, do to me ac- 
cording to that which hath proceeded out of thy 
mouth; foraſmuch as the Lok hath taken venge- 
ance for thee of thine enemies, even of the chil- 
dren of Ammon. 

And ſhe faid unto her father, Let this thing be 
done for me: Let me alone two months that I may 
go up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my 
virginity, I and my fellows. 

And he ſaid, Go; and he ſent her away for two 
months, and the went with her companions, and 
bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. 

And it came to paſs at the end of two months, 
that ſhe returned unto her father, who did with her 
according to his vow which he had vowed. And it 
was a cuſtom in Ifrael, that the daughters of Iſrael 

went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite four days in a year. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 


As Jephthah was à cheſen ſervant of the LORD, as well as 
the approved judge of Iſrael, it pleaſed the Lo RD to ſend His 
Spirit upon him; by which is to be underſtood, that Gop 


endued him with every requilite qualification, for the impor- 


M 5 : tant 


tant and honourable employment; and by this means, hr 


' clouded by a melancholy event, occaſioned by his making an 


grace that could befal them; becauſe every one hoped, that 
ſhe might be. the mother of ſome great deliverer at leaſt, it 


: doubtleſs threw aſide the inſtruments of mirth, with Which 
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gained a glorious victory; but his triumph, we find, was 


ncotiſiderate vow. It is a very affecting ſtory, and cannot, 
I think, be re without painful emotions. 
How muſt it rend the heart of a fond parent, to think of 
taking away the life of his only child, who appears to have 
entertained the utmoſt reverence and aftection for him; who 
thoughticſs of danger came forth to meet her honoured pa- 
rent, with every demonſtration of joy and thankfulneſs to 
heaven for his ſucceſs and preſervation; expecting to be 
preſſed to his fond boſom, and hoping to reward his toil: 
with aſſiduous duty 
What muſt be the agitation of her mind, when ſhe beheld 
him turning from her with agonies of diſtreſs, and heard 
him declare her unhappy fate, to which his own raſtneſs had 
expoſed her; for he had opened his mouth to the LoRD, and 
could not go back. 
Jephthah's daughter certainly was poſſeſſed of uncommon 
fortitude ; for ſhe ſubmitted to this ſudden and heavy cala- 
mity with the utmoſt calmneſs and reſignation; willing to 
ſuffer any misfortune, rather than her father ſhould be guilty 
of impiety to Gop; therefore only requeſted to be indulyed 
with a ſhort reſpite, in order perfectly to reconcile herſelf 
to the diſappointment of dying without leaving a family, 
which was reckoned by the Jewiſh women, the greateſt dil- 


not of the promiſed SAviouk. 
When the dreadful news was known, to the young compa- 
nions of this amiable lady, pierced with ſevere grief, they 


they came to welcome the conqueror, and changed their 
ſongs of triumph for tears and lamentations: willing to enjoy 
| | | her 


Wo 
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her converſation to the laſt, they accompanied her to a place 
of retirement, where ſhe nught effectually wean her thoughts 
from this world, and prepare for eternity. 

The hiſtory of Jephthah teaches us, that we ought to 
weigh well the lawfulneſs of any action, before we engage 
ourſelves ſolemnly to the performance of it: had Jephthah 
done ſo, he would have recollected, that as there were cer- 
tain ſpecies of animals appointed for ſacrifices, auy other kind 
of creature would have dcfiled the altar, becauſe Gop had 
expreſsly named thule he would accept. Human ſacrifices 
were {trictly forbidden, particularly thoſe of a perſon's own 
children: not only becauſe ſuch cruelty is diſpleaſing to a 
Gop of infinite mercy, but likewiſe on account of its reſem- 
bling the horrid practice of the idolatrous nations. There 
was little chance, I think, that an ox, a lamb, &c. fhould be 
the firſt to meet their maſter; therefore it appears proba- 
ble, that Jephthah had learnt during his exile, or before the 
ialt repentance of Iſrael, the ſacrifices in uſe by the heathens, 
and really intended to offer a human vidim:; and that {300 
taught him to underſtand the enurmity of this horrid crime, 
by ſuffering him to be involved in fuch extreme diſtreſs; for 
he was under the neceſſity, either of taking away the life of 
his only. child, inflicting a diſgraceful puniſhment on her, 
wrorſe than death; or elſe of expoling himſelf to the curſe of 
Gop for breaking a vow, made with the utmolt ſolemnity. 

Whatever was the fate of Jephthah's daughter, whether 
ne reſigned her pious ſoul as a voluntary ſacrifice in acknow- 
ledgementof Gop's mercy in preſerving her father, and de- 


livering her country: or v. hether (as is the general opinion) 


 ſherelinquiſhed the hopes of having an honourable offspring, 


and paſſed the remainder of her days in ſolitary ſadneſs, ſhe 
certainly has left us an example of filial piety. of the moſt ex- 
alted kind, and every dutiful child will read and admire it; 


whilſt thoſe who are unmindful of their parents' happineſs, 


and unthankful for the bleſiings which paternal love diſ- 
penſes, 
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penſes, ought to bluſh with ſhame and contuſion, when con- 
- ſcience obliges them to draw a compariſon between themſelves 
and Jevhthah's amiable daughter, 


Sd. N T., VI. 


1 
(fy IEPHTHAH's RESENTMENT AGAINST THE 
1 EPHRAIMITES—H1s DEATH, 


1 the men of Ephraim gathered themſelves 
together, and went northward, and faid unto 
Jephthah, Wherefore paſſedſt thou over to fight 
againſt the children of Ammon, and did not call us 


to go With thee; we will burn thine houſe upon 
U cee with fire. 
| : And Jephthah ſaid unto them, I and my people 
| were at great ſtrife with the children of Ammon: 
and when I called you, ye delivered me not out of 
their hands. | 

And when I ſaw that ye delivered rae not, I put m/ 
life in my hands, and paſted over againit the children 
of Ammon, and the LoD delivered them into 
my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto me 
this day, to fight againſt me: 

Then Jeplithah gathered togeiher all the men 
of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men 
of Gilead ſmote Ephraim, becauſe they ſaid, Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim, among the 
Ephraimites, and among the Manallites, 

And the Gileadites took the paſſages of Jordan 
before the Ephraimites: and it was ſo, that when 
| thoſe 
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thoſe Ephraimites which were eſcaped, ſaid, Let me 
go over; that the men of Gilead ſaid unto him, Art 
thou an Ephrait te? If he ſaid, nay: then faid they 
unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he ſaid Sibbo. 
leth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right, 

Then they took him, and ſie him at the paſſages of 
Jordan: and there fell at that time of the Ephraim- 
ites, f-rty and two thouſand, 

And Jephthah judged Iſrael fix years: then died 
Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of 
the cities of Gilead, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Tephthah belonged to the tribe of Manaſſeh, with whom 


Ephraim claimed Kindred; it was on this account that the 


Ephraimites were enraged with jealouſy; ſor though they 
had not ſhared the danger, they were deſirous of partaking 
the honour of victory, and of dividing the ſpoils. They 
carried their reſentment to a delperate height; and as their 
behaviour was ſo very outrageo'1s, Jephthah was under the 


neceſſity of fighting in his own deteuce. As the Ephraimites 


began the quarrel, they had none to blame for the conſe- 
quences of it but themſelves; their dilpleaſure againſt Jep- 
thah was extremely unreaſonable, and proceeded from pride 
and envy; beſides, there was impiety mixt with their crime; 
for Jephthah aſſured them, that it was the Lonp who had 


given the victory, and therefore they ſhould have been thank- 


tul-for the general deliverance of Iſrael, and ready to pay 
reſpect to that commander whom the Lord fo highly ho- 

noured, | | | 
It maſt doubtleſs be very mortifying to Jephthah to be 
inlſulted in ſuch opprobrious terms, by thoie from whom as 
4 kin- 
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a kindred tribe he might naturally expect peculiar congratu- 
lations. | 

Jephthah certainly carried his reſentment to a great ex- 
treme; but though it is ſaid that the Spirit of the LORD came 
on him, that is to ſay, ſtrengthened him for the employment 
he was appointed to, we are not to ſuppole that he was a per- 
fect character, or in. all reſpedts influenced by Gop : on the | 
contrary, we lately read of a ſhocking inſtance of his precipi- 
tation. The quality for which he was eminently diſtinguiſhed 
was wvalour. He appears to have had ſtrong, but miſtaken no- 
tions of piety; and as he was unacquainted with the law / 
Gop in one particular, it is likely he was deficient in all; 
therefore if he was led by the corrupt notions he had ac- 
quired from the heathens, to the intention of oftering a human 
ſacrifice to the Go of Irie, he might from the ſame igno- 
rance, or talle principles, purſue the Ephraimites with too 
great inveteracy, and therefore his example 1s unfit for the 
imitation of Chriſtians. Had Jephthah lived in thoſe days, 
when the law of Moſes was the rule of life, we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe he would have been a faithtul obſerver of it; 
he {ves a friking inſtance of the degeneracy of 1ſrael, 

It is moſt likely, that tho? badly educated, he was well inclined; 
and Gop, ho knoweth the ſecret diſpoſitions of every heart, 
ſelected him as t' © propereſt perſon to have the ſupreme au- 
thority, and we read of no more blameable actions ; there- 
fore in all probability, he ſpent the remainder of Ins life in 
reforming his own heart, and reftoring the true worſhip ot 
Geb. 

Only ſix years Jephthal: judged Iſfracl; perhaps grief for tlie 
loſs of his daughter, which muſt have been ſeverely felt when 


the return of peace gave leiſure for the indulgence of do- 
meſtic pleaſures, ſhortened his days. 

The meaning of the word /3ib9leth is river or flream, Though 
all Iſrael ſpoke Hebrew, each tribe might have a particular 
diale&, as the different counties have among us; fo that per- 

| | ſor; 
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ſons who live at a diſtance in England, are often in a great 
meaſure unintelligible to each other, 


Let us remember that the crimes for which ſuch ſevere pu- 
niſnment was ſuffered to fall on the Ephraimites, were, up- 
ety, envy, pride, arrogance, and a ſpirit of ingratitude. 


PPP 


VVV 


Jephthah was ſucceeded by Ibzan of Bethlehem; he had a 
very numerous iſſue, thirty ſons and thirty daughters, whom 
he lived to ſee married, and ſettled in different places; he 
judged Iſrael ſeven years.—After Ibzan, Elon a Zebulonite 
was judge for ten years, when he died, and Abdon go- 
verned Ifrael, who was famous for the number of his off- 
ſpring, which were forty ſons and thirty grand/9ns.—There 
is reaſon to ſuppoſe that he had conteſts with the Philiſtines 
but we do not find that there was any war or internal commo- 
tions during the lives of theſe three laſt judges: the Words 
of Gideon and Jephthali had probably mtimidated their enc- 


mies, and the Iſraelites did not provoke the LORD by idola- 
trous practices. 
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TRE ANGEL OFT THE LORD APPEARETH fo 
ManoaH AND His WirFE—THhEt BIRTH oF 
SAO FORETOLD. 


ND the children of Ifrael did evil again in the 
fight of the Loxp, and the LORD delivered 


them into the hand of the Philiſtines forty years. 


And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the 
family of the Danites, whoſe name was Manoah, 
and bis wife had no children, 

And 


26 THE LORD APPEARETH. 


And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the wo- 
man, and faid unto her, Beware, I pray thee, drink 
not wine nor ſtrong drink, and eat not any unclean 
thing. 

For lo, thou ſhalt bear a ſon, and no razor ſhall 
come on his head: for the child ſnall be a Nazarite 
to Gop from his birth: and he {hall begin to deliver 
Iſrael from the Philiſtines. 

Then the woman came and told her huſband, ſay- 
ing, A man of Gop came unto me, and his coun- 
tenance was like the countenance of an angel of Gop, 
very terrible: but I aſked him not whence he was, 
neither told he me his name. 

Then Manoah intreated the LoRp, and ſaid, Q 
my LokD, let the man of Gop which thou didit 
fend, come again unto us, and teach us what we 
{hall do unto the child that ſhall be born. 

And Gop hearkened unto the voice of Manoal:; 
and the angel of Gop came again unto the woman 
as ſhe fat in the field: but Manoah her huſband was 
not with her, | | 

And the woman made haſte, and ran, and ſhewed 
ker huſband, and faid unto him, Behold, the man 
hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other 
day. 

And Manoah aroſe, and went after his wife, and 
came to the man, and ſaid unto him, Art thou the 
man that ſpakeſt unto the woman? And he faid, I am. 

And Manoah ſaid, Now let thy words come to. 
paſs: How ſhall we order the child, and how ſhal! 
we do unto him? | And. 
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And the angel of the Lord ſaid unto Manoah, Of 
all that I faid unto the woman, let her beware. —All 
that I commanded her let her obſerve. 

And Manoah ſaid unto the angel of the Lokp, 
] pray thee, let us detain thee, until we ſhall have 
made ready a kid for thee, 

And the angel of the Loxp ſaid unto Manoah, 
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: 
and if thou wilt offer a burnt-offering, thou muſt of- 
fer it unto the Lokp: for Manoah knew not that he 
was an angel of the Lonn. 

And Manoah faid unto the angel of the Lon, 
hat is thy name, that when thy ſayings come to 
paſs, we may do thee honour? 

And the angel of the Logo ſaid unto him, Why 
aſkeſt thou thus after my name, ſeeing it is ſecret? 

So Manoah took a kid, with a meat-offering, and 
offered it upon a rock unto the Lox p: and the an- 
gel did wonderoutly, and Manoah and his wife looked 
on. 

For it came to paſs, when the flame went up to- 
ward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the 
Lok aſcended in the flame of the altar: and Manoah 
and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to 
the ground. 


(But the angel of the LorD did no more appear to 


Manoah and to his wife.) Then Manoah knew that 


he was an angel of the Loxp. 
And Manoah ſaid unto his wife, We hall ſurely. 
die, becauſe we have ſeen Gop.— But his wife ſaid 
| unto 
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as we ſhall find in the courſe of the hiſtory. 
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unto him, If the Loxp were pleaſed to kill us, he 
would not have received a burnt- offering and a meat- 
offering at our hands, neither would he have ſhewed 
us all the ſethings, nor would, as at this time, have 
told us fuch things as theſe. 

And the woman bare a fon, and called his name 
Samſon: and the child grew, and the Lon bleſſed 
him. 

And the Spirit of the LorD began to move him at 


times in the camp of Dan, between Zorali and Eſh- 
taol. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The Philiſtines were deſcended partly from Caſluhim, aud 
partly from Caphtorim, two ſons of Mifraim the ſon of Hain, 
They came originally from Egypt, and removed to the {outh- 
ward of the land of Canaan. In proceſs oi time, they made 
inroads upon Canaan, and in Abraham's days had got poſle!- 
ſton of ſome parts which lay along the Mediterranean fea: 
this tract of ground was divided into five principalities or lit. 
tle kingdoms, called Gaza, Aſkalon, Aſhdod, Gath, and 
Akron. a | 

The Pliliſtines were a very warlike people, and in the days 
of Abraham and Iſaac a hoſpitable nation; and being originally 
deſcended from a ſon of Noah, they muſt at firſt have knovn 
the true GoD; but they became like other idolatrous nations, 
and then their arrogance and ambition were great, and their 


enmity to [{rael irreconcileable. The Iſraelites had received 


a command to deſtroy the Philiſtines; but on their breaking 


the covenant, Gop's anger was kindled, and He reſolved that 


the Philiſtines and others, ſhould be left to prove His people; 
and they were at times extremely oppreſſive and vexatious, 


We 


1 that 
ople; 


tious, 


We 
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We may ſuppoſe that the Iſraelites now began to repent as 
formerly, when afflictions made them conſider the cauſe of their 
calamity, and therefore it pleaſed Gob to raiſe up a perſon to 
begin their deliverance. 

It was the will of Gop that Samſon ſhould be a Nazarite 
rom his birth. A Nazarite was one, who under the Jewiſh 
law vowed a vow of particular purity, and ſeparated himſelf 
'n an extraordinary manner for the ſervice of Gop. During 
{4115 time the perſon abſtained from wine and all ſtrong liquors, 
dt not cut his hair, nor come near a dead body: after the 
time of his ſeparation was ended, he offered ſuch ſacrifices 
a5 the la required, and returned to ſociety. 

Manoal!'s wife having told him of the extraordinary viſion 
the had ſeen, he was defirons of obtaining directions, by the 
ſame bleſſed means, reſpecting the education of the extraor- 
dinary child who was promiſed to them. Willing to ſhewhis 
cratitude to ſo welcome and honourable a meſſenger as this ap- 
peared to be, he offered to prepare ſome refreſhment for the 
angel, but was told he would act more properly in offering a 
burat-offering; this circumſtance makes it appear probable, 
that it was the LoRD Gop who appeared. And“ the angel's 
anſwer to Manoalt's enquiries concerning his name agrees with 
this opinion, “ Why aſkeſt thou after my name, ſeeing it is 
ſecret (or wonderful). It is likely that the Lorp teſtified 
his acceptance of the ſacrifice, 'by ſending fire to conſume it, 
Nanoah felt immediate conviction that Gop had revealed 
Himſelf as He had done to other choſen perſons, and was 
ſcized with the utmoſt apprehenſion that he ſhould not long 
ſurvive it. Manoah's wife had much more compoſure of 
mind, and expreſſed it with the utmoſt propriety. 

We may reaſonably. ſuppoſe, that as Manoah and his wife 
had entered into a covenant with the Lonp, in Samſon's 
name, they acquainted him, as ſoon as he was capable of un- 
derſtanding them, with the conditions on which the LoRD 
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had promiſed to give him extraordinary endowments. That 
he was to regard himſelf as a perſon choſen by Gop to be- 
gin to deliver Iſrael: that the ſpiriz or power of the LORD 
would always a/ him in the work, provided he obſerved 
the rules required of him, that he might be diſtinguiſhed for 
the ſanctity of his life, and ſo contribute by his example to 
the reformation of that people he was born to deliver, 


l ALY Mb, 


SAMSON's MARRIAGE— HE KILLETH SOME OF 
THE FHILISTINES, 


ND Samſon went down to Timnath, and ſaw a 
woman at Timnath of the daughters of the Phi- 
liſtines. 

And he came up and told his father and his mo- 
ther, and ſaid, I have ſeen a woman in Timnath of 
the daughters of the Philiſtines : now therefore get her 
for me to wife. 

Then his father and his mother ſaid unto him, Is 
there never a woman among the daughters of thy bre- 
thren, or among all my people, that thou goeſt to take 
a wife of the uncircumciſed Philiſtines? and Samſon 
faid unto his father, Get her for me; for ſhe pleafeth 
me well. | 

But his father and his mother knew not that it was 
of the LoRD, that he ſought an occaſion againſt the 
Philiſtines, for at that time the Philiſtines had domi- 
nion over 1!racl. | 


Then 
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Then went Samſon down, and his father and his 
mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of 
Timnath: and behold, a young hon roared againſt 
him. 

And the Spirit of the Loxp came mightily upon 
him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, and 
he had nothing in his hand : but he told not his father 
or his mother what he hath done. 

And he went down, and talked with the woman; 
and ſhe pleaſed Samſon well; And after a time, he re- 
turned to take her, and he turned aſide to fee the car- 
caſe of the lion: and behold there was a ſwarm of 
bees, and honey in the carcaſe of the lion. 

And he took thereof in his hands, and went on eat- 
ing, and came to his father and mother, and he gave 
them, and they did eat: but he told them not that he 
had taken the honey out of the carcaſe of the lion. 

So his father went down unto the woman, and 
Samſon made there a feaſt; for ſo uſed the young men 
to do. And it came to pals when they ſaw him, 
that they brought thirty companions to be with him. 

And Samſon faid unto them, I will now put for.h a 
riddle unto you: If ye can certainly declare it me 
within the ſeven days of the feaſt, and find it out, 
then I will give you thirty ſheets, and thirty changes 
of garments; But if ye cannot declare it me, then ſhall 
ye give me thirty ſheets, and thirty changes of gar- 
ments. And they faid unto him, Put forch thy rid- 
dle, that we may hear it, 

And 
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And he ſaid unto them, Out of the eater came forth 
meat, and out of the ſtrong came forth ſweetneſs. 
And they could not in three days expound the rid- 
dle. 

And it came to paſs on the ſeventh day, that they 
ſaid unto Samſon's wife, Entice thy huſband, that he 
may declare unto us the riddle, leſt we burn thee 
and thy father's houſe with fire; have ye called us to 
take that we have? is it not ſo? 

And Samſon's wife wept before him, and faid, 
Thou doſt but hate me, and loveſt me not: thou haſt 
put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and 
haſt not told it me. And he ſaid unto her, Behold, I 
have not told it my father nor my mother, and ſhall I 
tell thee? And ſhe wept before him the ſeven days, 
while their feaſt laſted: and it came to paſs on the 
ſeventh day that he told her, becauſe ſhe urged 
him: and ſhe told the riddle to the children of her 
people. 

And the men of the cu ſaid unto him on the ſe- 
venth day before the jun went down, What is ſweeter 
than honey? and what is ſtronger than a lion? and 
he ſaid unto them, If ye had not plowed with my 
heifer, ye had not found out my riddle. 

And the Spirit of the Lox p came upon him, and 


he went down to Aſhkelon, and flew thirty men of 


them, and took their ſpoil, and gave change of gar- 
ments unto thein which expounded the riddle. And 
his anger was kindled, and he went up to his father's 
houſe, | 


But 
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But Samſon's wife was given to his companion, 
whom he had uſed as his friend. 


a 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It 1s moſt likely, that when Samſon went to Timnath, the 
Lo Rp inſpired him with a deſire of ſeeking occaſion to try 
his ſtrength on the Philiſtines ; but he ſuffered hiniſelſ to be 
diverted from his purpoſe. 

If the Philiſtines conſidered him as their profeſſed antago- 
niſt, their triumph muſt be great on his wiſhing to form an 
alliance with them; but Samſon's indiſcretion could not 
counteract the will of the Lo RD, who ordained that this very 
marriage ſhould be a means of puniſhment to the Philiſtines : 
Samſon was therefore permitted to purſue his deſign, and his 
father and mother, indulgent to a 2 degree, gave way 
to his carneſt ſolicitations, 

As he was on his way to Timnath, he ſlew a furious wild 
beaſt, without the aſſiſtance of any weapon; this was an 
earneſt of the conqueſts he might expect to gain over the 
Philiſtines, by the aſſiſtance of the ſame Divine Power; and 
luis finding honey in the carcaſe afterwards, might be in- 
tended as an aſſurance that his courage ſhould not go unre- 
warded, | 

Samſon ſoon diſcovered, that there was little comfort to 
be found in a match of this kind, for ſpies were ſet on him 
by the Philiſtines ; at leaſt he conſidered the tlurty young 


men, whom they brought to the wedding, in that light, 


which we may ſuppoſe made Jum very angry, and he ſought 
immediate occaſion of reſenting the affront. It was cul- 
tomary in thoſe days at feſtive entertainments, tor the com- 
pany to amuſe themſelves with propoſing and explaining dif- 
. heult queſtions: Samſon, in compliance with this cuſtom, 
gave his gueſts a riddle, promiſing gitts to thoſe who could 

| ſolve 
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ſolve it: indeed it was ſo ſtrange a one, that neither learning 
nor ingenuity could have diſcovered the meaning of it; but 
it anſwered the purpoſe of proving whether theſe attendants 


on the marriage were friends or enemies. Samſon's wife 


proceeded with great artifice ; but the event diſcovered her 
treachery, and he reſolved to be revenged: his wrath proved 
inſtrumental to the deſign of Gop reſpecting the deſtruction 
of the Philiſtines, and /upernatural ſtrengtb was granted to 
him. It muſt be owned, that Samſon did not att from a 
pious, but ſelſiſb motive; but the SUPREME BEING can order 
the unruly paſſions of men to be ſubſervient to his purpoſes ; 
and often does ſo, particularly in the puniſhment of the 
wicked; for one ſinner, or nation of ſinners, is frequently 
made a ſcourge to another. 
Whether Samſon's wife was influenced by fear, or led by 
inclination, is difficult to determine; but we may ſuppoſe, 
that ſhe could promiſe herſelf no great felicity with him, 
after his diſcovery of her treachery ; and it is likely her re. 
lations were averſe to her living with him. Her conduct 1s 


not to be juſtified ; but we ſhould conſider that ſhe was the 


daughter of a Philiſtine, one of thoſe nations who practiſed 
all kinds of wickedneſs, and cducated their children accord - 
ing to their own bad principles, 
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S Aus REVENGE AGAINST THE PHILISTINES 
Burns THEIR CORN—SLAYS A THOUSAN# 
WITH THE JAw-BONE OF AN ASS—OUFFER3 
EXTREME T HIRST. | 


B it came to pals within a while after, in thc 


time of wheat harveſt, that Samſon viſited his 
wife with a kid; and he faid, I will go to my wite into 
| the 
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the chamber. But her father would not ſuffer him 


to go in. 


And her father ſaid, I verily thought that thou 
hadſt utterly hated her: therefore I gave her to thy 
companion: is not her younger ſiſter fairer than ſhe? 


take her I pray thee, inſtead of her. 


And Samſon ſaid concerning them, Now ſhall I 
be more blameleſs than the Philiſtines, though I do 
them a diſpleaſure. | 

And Sampſon went and caught three hundred 
toxes, and took fire-brands and turned. tail to tail, 
and put a fire-brand in the midſt between two tails, 

And when he had ſet the brands on fire, he let 
them go into the ſtanding corn of the Philiſtines, and 
burnt up both the ſhocks, and alſo the ſtanding corn, 
with the vineyards and olives. 

Then the Philiſtines ſaid, Who hath done this? 
and they anſwered, Samſon the ſon-in law of the 
Timnite, becauſe he had taken his wife, and given 
her to his companion. And the Philiſtines came up 


and burned her and her father with fire. 


And Samſon faid unto them, "Though, ye have 
done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and after that 
I will ceaſe. 

And he ſmote them hip and thigh with a great 
laughter. And he went down and dwelt in the 28 
of the rock Etam. 

Then the Philiſtines went up and pitched i in Judah, 
and {pread themſelves in Lehi. 
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And the men of Judah ſaid, Why are ye come up 
againſt us? and they anſwered, To bind Samſon are 
we come up, to do to him as he hath done to us. 

Then three thouſand men of Judah went to the 
top of the rock Etam, and faid to Samſon, Knoweſt 
thou not that the Philiſtines are rulers over us? what 
is this that thou haſt done unto us; and he ſaid unto 


them, As they did unto me, ſo have I done unto 


tem. 

And they faid unto him, We are come down to 
bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of 
the Philiſtines. And Samſon faid unto them, Swear 
unto me that ye will not fall upon me youſelves. 

And they ipake unto him, ſaying, No: but we will 
bind thee faſt, and deliver thee into their hand: but 
ſurely we will not Kill thee. And they bound him 


with two new cords, and brought him up from the 


rock. 

And when he came unto Lehi, the Philiſtines ſhouted 
againſt him: and the Spirit of the Loxp came migh- 
tily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms 
became as flax that is burnt with fire, and his bands 
looſed from off his hands. 

And he found a new jaw- bone of an aſs, and put 
forth his hand and took it, and flew a thouſand men 
therewith. 

And Samſon faid, with the jaw-bone of an aſs, 
heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an aſs have J ſlain 
a thouſand men. 
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And it came to paſs when he. had made an end of 
ſpeaking, that he caſt away the jaw-bone out of his 
hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi. 

And he was fore athirſt, and called on the LORD, 
and ſaid, Thou haſt given this great deliverance into 
the hand of thy ſervant, and now ſhall I die for 
thirſt, and fall into the hand of the uncircumciſed ? 
But Gop clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, 
and there came water thereout: and when he had 


drunk, his ſpirit came again, and he revived. 
Wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore. 
which is in Lehi unto this day, 


ANNOTAT 
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ONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It is moſt likely that Samſon did not know that his wife was 
viven to another, and that his affection tor her, which appears 
to have been great, again took place when his rage ſubſided); 
he therefore brought her a preſent of a kid as a token of re- 
conciliation, which perhaps was a cuſtom in uſe at that time 
on ſuch occaſions, 


The method of revenge which Samſon made uſe of, as ex- 


5 preſſed in our Bibles, is very difficult to account for, though 
8 {one of the learned have endeavoured to reconcile it by vari- 

ous arguments. An author“ well ſkilled in the Hebrew lan- 
it guage, ſays, that the word tranſlated foxes may be rendered 


wheat ſheaves; and then we eafily ſuppoſe, that if Samſon 
ind his attendants ſet a number of them on fire, the flames 
might communicate from place to place, and cauſe a general 
conflagration. There was however great barkarity in the 
«tion, which nothing could juſtify, but a general commiſſion 
rom Gop Himſelf, to uſe every means of annoying the 


* Dr, Sharpe's Introduction to Ur:iverſal Hiſtory. 
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Philiſtines; particularly by deſtroying their corn, wine, and 
oil, as they were unthankful to the Lorp for thoſe bleſſings, 
and even devoted part of them to the honour of idols in their 
abominable rites. 

The treachery of Samſon's wife was ſoon puniſhed, for the 
Philiſtines regarding her and her father as the occaſion of Sam- 
{on's enmity to them, burnt them to death: ſo that ſhe met 
with the very fate, to avoid which ſhe betrayed her huſband, 
This may be conſidered as a remarkable inſtance of God's 
judgment on treachery and deceit, and ſhould be a warning 
to all perſons not to be guilty of any unlawful practices, 
jleſt they bring down miſchief on their own heads. 

Samſon ſeems to have underſtood that the Philiſtines meant 
to ſoften his reſentment by this a&t ; but he aſſumed the cha- 
racter which properly belonged to him of the inſtrument of 
Divine vengeance againſt them, and made a deſperate attack 
on them. After his victory, he retired to a place where 
he waited to ſee how they would conduct themſelves in fu— 
ture. The Philiſtines ſoon collected together a formidable 
body of men, in order to intimidate the men of Judah, that 
they might be induced through fear to deliver Samſon into 
their hands. To this they tamely conſented, not depending 
at all on the promiſes of Gop, that he ſhould begin to deliver 
them from theſe cruel oppreſſors; though they knew that 
Samſon had already performed actions, which human ftrength, 
unleſs miraculouſly aſſiſted by Gop, could not poſlibly effect, 
One would ſuppoſe, that with ſuch a valiant commander as 
Samſon, the men of Judah would have gladly embraced the 
opportunity which offered to ſhake off the Philiſtine yoke; 
but they had debaſed themſelves to ſuch a degree with their 
1dolatrous practices, that they appear to have had no courage 
left, and were diſpirited and ſunk to the moſt abject mean- 
nefs; fond of ſervitude, contented to pay tribute to the Phi- 
liſtines, and to ſubmit to any indignity rather than make an 


effort to recover their liberty. 0 
Samſon 


_. mh 


ſon 
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Samſon ſuffered himſelf to be bound, and his infatuated 
countrymen blind to their own intereſt, gave up their cham- 
pion into the hands of the Philiſtines, who without doubt re- 
ceived this mighty captive with tranſports of joy; cxulting 
in their own ſafety, and the hopes of revenge for the injuries 
they had ſuſtained from his hand. Their ſecurity however 
was of ſhortduration, tor it pleaſed the Lo RD to ftrengthen him 
to ſuch an extraordinary degree, that his bands were broken 
with the firſt ſtruzgle, and the Philiſtines once more beheld 
their formidable enemy at liberty, fired with rage at the in- 
fenities offered to himſelf, and urged by the Divine impulle 
to deſtroy the worthippers of Dagon, that mock dei winch 
hey had exalted in their impious abominations above the only 
rm and living Gon. Saiſon had neither ſword to attack 
them, nor a ſhield to defend himſelf, and ſtood alone, op— 
poſed to thoutands; yet, aui the ja do-bone of an aſs, he 
flew a thouſand mene this may be thought very improbable 
but we muſt conſider, that though Samſon in many inſtances 


Vas extremely faulty, it appears that he did not forſake the 


worſhip of Gop, and join with idolators ; but obſ{crvyed the 
Divine command in reſpect to abftainins from wine, and in 
ſuffering his hair to grow; therefore he was, by theſe marks, 
diſtinguiſned as the ſervant of Gb in reſpect to the de- 
ſtruction of the Philiſtines; and had reaſon to expect the aid 
of the LorD, whenever he attacked them; ſo that we need 
no longer wonder, that his enemies, however numerous, lay 

dead at his feet. | 
Samſon ſeems to have been greatly elevated with this vic- 
tory, and boaſted of his mighty deeds, forgetful of the aid 
of the LoRp, to which he ought to have imputed them; but 
was ſoon reminded of his own natural infirmity, for he {ut- 
tered the moſt extreme thirſt, which humbled his ſpirit, fo 
that he thankfully acknowledged the goodnets of Gop, ant 
intreated the Lorp to compaſſionate His preſent ſuſferings: 
| N 2 | his 
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his prayer was heard, and a miracle wrought to relieve him, 
tor water ſuddenly ſprang from a rock. 

It is ſaid juſt before, that Saraſon by way of memorial, 
named the place where he flew the Philiſtines Rameth Lehi, 
which means the caſting away of the jaw-bone, Some learned 
men are therefore of opinionF, that inſtead of tranſlating the 
patage, God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, it 
oncht to be, an hollow place that was in LEHI; and this con- 
ſtruction ſeems to he confirmed, by the words which follow 
after Samſon's recovery is mentioned; that he called the name 
thereof En-kahkore, or the avell of him that cried, avhich Ig in 
Lebi unto this day; (that is to ſay, the time when the hiſtory 
was written); now the jazw-bore would ſcarcely have re- 
mained ſo long; belides, the teſtimony of many travellers, 
that a fountain remains in the very ſpot which is ſuppaſed 19 be 
Leh:, that bears the name of the fountain of the jaw, ſtronghy 


teads to confirm this opinion. 


* Clarke's Annotations. + Stackhouſe on the Bible, and EHay 
for a new 'Franſl.t'on, 
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SA usoN cARRIES AWAY THE GATES oF GAZ A 
DELILAH BETRAYS HIM 


4 & HEN went Samſon to Gaza: and it was told 
the Gazites, ſaying, Samſon is come hither, 
And they compaſſed him in, and laid wait for lim 
all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the 
niglit, ſaying, In the morning when it is day we ſhall 
kill him. | 
and Samſon lay till midnight, and aroſe at mid 
night, and took the doors of the gate of the city, an 
the two poſts, and went away with them, bar and all, 


Ane 


At 
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and put them upon his ſhoulders, and carried them 
up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron. 


And it came to paſe afterward, that he loved a 


woman in thevalley of Sorek, whoſe name was De— 
lilah. 

And the lords of the Philiſtines came up unto her, 
and faid unto her, Entice him, and ſee wherein his 
ereat ſtrength lieth, and by what means we may pre- 
vail againſt him, that we may bind him to afflict him: 
and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred 
pieces of ſilver. 

And Delilah faid to Samſon, Tell me, I pray thee, 
wherein thy great ſtrength heth, and wherewith thou 
mighteſt be bound to afflict thee. | 

And 3 ſaid unto her, If they bind me with 
teven green withs that never were dried, then ſhall ! 
be weak and be as another man. 

Then the lords of the Philiſtines brought up to her 
ſeven green withs which had not been dried, and ſhe 
bound him with them 

Now there were men le ing in wait, abiding with 
zer in the chamber. And ſhe ſaid unto him, Ihe 


| 
Fhiliſtines be upon thee, Samſon. And he brake the 


withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it touchetii 


the fire. So his ſrength was not known. 

And Delilah faid unto Samſon, Behold thou halt 
mocked me and told me lies: now tell me, I pray 
thee, wherewith thou mighteſt be bound. 

And he ſaid unto her, It they bind me fait with 
new ropes that never were occupied, then ſhall I be 
weak, and be as another man, | Delilah 
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Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him 
therewith, and ſaid unto him, The Philiſtines be 
upon thee, Samſon. And there were liers in wait 
abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from 
off his arms like a thread, 

And Delilah ſaid unto Samſon, Hitherto thou haſt 
mocked me and told me lies; tell me wherewith thou 
mighteſt be bound. And he ſaid unto her, If thou 
weaveſt the ſeven locks of my head with the web. 

And the faſtened it with a pin, and ſaid unto him, 
The Philiſtines be upon thee, Samſon, And he 
awaked out of his fleep, and went away with the pin 
of the beam and with the web. 

And the faid unto him, How canſt thou fay, I love 
thee, when thine heart is not with me; thou haſt 
mocked me' theſe three times, and haſt not told me 
wherein thy great ſtrength lieth. 

And it came to paſs, when ſhe preſſed him daily with 
her words, and urged him, fo that his ſoul was vexed 

unto death: that he told her all his heart, and ſaid 
_ unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine 
head; for I have been a Nazarite unto Gop from my 
birth: if I be ſhaven, then my ſtrength will go from 
me, and I ſhall become weak, and be like any other 
man. | | 

And when Delilah ſaw that he told her all his heart, 
ſhe ſent and called for the lords of the Philiſtines, ſay- 
ing, Come up this once; for he hath ſhewed me all 


his heart. Ihen the lords of the Philiſtines came up 


unto her and brought money in their hand. 


And 
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And ſhe made him ſleep upon her knees: and the 
called for a man, and ſhe cauſed him to ſhave off the 
ſeven locks of his head; and ſhe began to afflict him, 
and his ſtrength went from him. 

And ſhe faid, the Philiſtines be upon thee, Sam- 
fon. And he awoke out of his iteep, and ſaid, I will 
go out as at other times before, and thake myſelf. 
And he wiſt not that the LoRD was departed from 
him. | 

But the Philiſtines took him and put out his eyes, 
and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with 
fetters of braſs; and he did grind in the priſon houſe. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Perhaps it was in defiance of the Philiſtines, that Samſon. 
went to a city belonging to them. How he was apprized of 
their ſcheme to ſurprize him ſuddenly, is not mentioned; but 
it is likely, that feeling the Spirit of the LoRD was upon him, 
he underſtood from this circumſtance that the Philiſtines 
were about to attack him; he therefore aroſe in the night, 
to their great confuſion and amazement, took the city gates, 
which probably were well faſtened to prevent his eſcape, and 
carried them, with all their ponderous appurtenances, to the 
top of a hill which was at ſeveral miles diſtance. 


It is probable that Delilah was a mercenary wretch, who 


lived with him from intereſted views, at leaſt it is certain that 
the could not reſiſt a bribe. How ſtrange it appears, that Sam- 
{on ſhould not be better gunrded againſt her artifices, than 
(with a weakneſs of mind which will ever diſgrace his name) 
to ſuffer the important ſecret to be drawn from him. We 

1 muſt 
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muſt not ſuppoſe, that the natural quality of Samſon's BH 
diftered from that of other men; but his remaining a Nazar, 
under covenant with Gop, of which lis hair was a. roten, 
made it impoſſible for the Philiſtines to ſubdue him; becauſe 
the Loxp had promiſed, that whilſt he abſlained from wine, 
and let no razor come on his head, he ſhould be ae by the 
power of the Lord in order to conquer them. This Divine 
aſlitance vas not given to Samſon as a reward for his own + 
merit, but ſor the puniſhment of the Philiflines, and th2 del:- 
werance of Iſracl; though his Fe.ng choſen by the Lob, 
for this purpoſe, gave him opportunities of ſhewing his falt 
as Joſhua did; of which if he had availed himſelf, he would 
have eſcazed the dreadful misfortunes wherein he was in- 
volved; | 

We find from his diſcourſe with Delilah, that Samſon 
underfiosd that his extraordinary ſtrength was not inherent in 
him, but would be taken away, if he broke the Covenant 
with Gop: no excuſe therefore can be made for him; nor 
can we wonder that he was left to the unhappy conſequences 
of his folly and wickednefs, as he rather choſe to pleaſe an 
abandoned woman, than to be the diſtinguiſhed ſervant of 
the Lok. f 

What mortifying reflections muſt ariſe in the mind of Sam- 
ſon, when he felt that his ſtrength was gone from him! And 
hat agonies muſt tear his wretched boſom, when he ſut- 
tered the cruelties inflicted by the enraged Philiſtines! He 
now found himſelt a miſerable captive, in the hands of ene- 
mies, who had ſuffered ſo much from him, that he could ex- 
pect no mercy. He was deprived of his eyes, bound with 
fetters of braſs, condemned to the moſt ſervile of all employ- 
ments, and ſubject to continual inſult and deriſion. 

It was an inexcuſable fault in Samſon, repeatedly to for: 
connections with the Pi.iliſtine women; the unhappy conſe- 
quences of his attachment to Delilah, ſhould teach men to 

8 be 
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be on their guard againſt the artifices which are uſually prac- 
ticed by wantons, who have no real affection for thoſe that 
are weak enough to waſte their tenderneſs on them, and who 
are conſequently liable to be betrayed by theſe unprincipled 


temales, whenever it will anſwer any mercenary views of 
their own, 


.. . 
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OWBEIT, the hair of Samſon's head began to 
grow again, after he was ſhaven. 

Then the lords of the Philiſtines gathered themſelves 
together, for to offer a great ſacrifice unto Dagon their 
god, and to rejoice: for they ſaid, Our god hath de- 
livered Samſon our enemy into our hand. 

And when the people ſaw him, they praiſed their 
god: for they faid, Our god hath delivered into 
hands our enemy and the deſtroyer of our country, 
which ſlew many of us, 

And it came to paſs, when their hearts were merry 
that they faid, Call for Samſon, that he may make us 
ſport. And they called for Samſon out of the priſon- 
houſe, and he made them ſport. And they ſet him 
between the pillars. 

And Samſon ſaid unto the Jad that held him by the 
hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon 
the houſe ſtandeth, that I may lean upon them. 
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Now the houſe was full of men and women: and 
all the lords of the Philiſtines were there: and there 
were upon the roof about three thouſand men and wo- 
men, that beheld while Samſon made ſport. 

And Samſon called on the Loxp, and ſaid, O 
Lonp Gop, remember me, I pray thee, and 
ſtrengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O Gov, 
that I may be at once avenged of the Philiſtines for 
my two eyes. | 

And Samſon took hold of the two middle pillars 
upon which the houſe ſtood, and on which it was 
bra e up, of the one with his right hand, and of the 
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other with his left. 
And Samſon ſaid, Let me die with the Philiſtines: ] 
and bowed himſelf with all his might: and the houſe : 
tell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were c 
therein. So the dead which he flew at his death, t 
were more than they which he ſlew in his life. a 
Then his brethren, and all the houſe of his father, . 
came down and took him, and brought him up, and 
buried him between Zorah and Eſhtaol, in the bury- fo 
place of Manoah his father. And he judged Iſrac! th 
twenty years. N th 
ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. i 

The heavy calamities which fell upon Samſon, awakened 22 
his conſcience, and he acknowledged that the puniſhment "oy 
was juſtly inflicted, tor ſighting the gift of Gop, We may ” 


conceive 


SAMSON's STRENGTH RESTORED. 277 


conceive that, in his doleful priſon, he uttered the bittereſt 
ſighs and groans, repented with the utmoſt contrition, im- 
plored the pardon of Gop, and the renewal of the covenant, 
and reſolved never more to part with one ſacred hair, but to 
devote himſelf entirely to GoDp ; though he deſpaired of fu- 
ture opportunities of performing the part allotted him, and 
could only regret, with unavaling anguiſh, the loſs of thoſe 
which were paſt. 

The Philiſtines might well rejoice in their advantage; for 
who would have ſuppoſed that, in this abject condition, 
Samſon would ever have been able to do them any miſchief ? 
They were therefore not contented with exulting over him, 
but extended their impious deriſion to the Gop of Tfrael, 
deſpiſing His ALMIGHTY power, and extolling a vain idol 
called Dagon, a god of their own making, to whom they 
paid that adoration, which was due to the Supreme Being ; 
to him they aſcribed their ſucceſs, and aſſembled to perform 
their prophane rights; and that their triumph might be 
compleat, ſent for their poor afflicted captive, to divert 
themſelves with his miſery. They knew not that Gop had 
accepted Samſon's repentance, and, as a proof of it, had re- 
ſcored the appointed token, cauſing his hair to grow ſuddenly, 
and that he now came with a fixed reſolution to obey the 
Divine impulſe, even at the hazard of his life: they there- 
fore led him into their temple, intending, it is likely, to end 
their barbarities, by ſlaying and offering him as a victim to 
their abominable idol. | 

We may naturally ſyppoſe, that Samſon as a man could not 
help feeling great reſentment for the injuries he had ſuffered ; 
and as mankind were not under the mild Diſpenſation of 
Chriſtianity, which alone teaches univerſal charity and forgive- 
neſs of enemies, we muſt not haſtily condemn him, for being 
deſirous of revenge for the loſs of his eyes: there is great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, he moreover wiſhed to maintain the honour 
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of God, and felt the utmoſt degree of uneaſineſs in an aſſem- 
bly of idolators; he therefore prayed to the Lord to ſtreng- 
then him once more, and feeling that his prayer was anſwered, 
requeſted to be led to the pillars that ſupported the roof, 
willing to die-with the Philiſtines, rather than they ſhould 
inſult his Gop with impunity; hoping that the Loxp would 
accept his o life as an atonement for his former diſobedience, 
ſince he was excluded from a poſlibility of offering thoſe ſacri- 
Fees, which the law of Moſes required for the expiation of ſin. 
Samſon therefore firmly graſped the pillars, and bowing his 
head, in adoration of the LIVI Nx Gop, and humble reſigna- 
tion to the Divine will, which had ordained him. to puniſh 
the Philiflines, he exerted the laſt effort of his ſtrength in the 
duty required of him, and flew more at his death than he had 
ever done at ore time in his moſt proſperous days, 

Had Samſon made proper uſe of the extraordinary ſtrength 
with which Gop was pleaſed to endue him, what a ſhining 
character would he have been: but he certainly acted in a very 
inconſiſtent manner, for he ought to have made it the princi- 
pal buſineſs of his life, to effect the deliverance of Iſrael; but 
he ſeems to have given himſelf very little concern about it, 
and therefore gained no great honour by his victories, becauſe 
he had generally a view to the gratification-of anger and re- 
venge on his own private account. The Philiſtines neither 
ſought, nor deſired, the protection of Divine providence, 
therefore could not complain of injuſtice in God, for giving 
ſucceſs to Samſon; neither could Samſon ſuppoſe that the 
Lord ſtrengthened him in that wonderful manner, merely 
to enable him to avenge himſelf of his enemies; but mutt, 
when he reflected on the numbers he had ſlain, perceive that 
he had been employed as the champion of Iſrael, though no 
thanks were due to him for the ſervices which he rendered, 
but to the Lo RD only, 


Though 
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Though Samſon was in many reſpects beyond our imita- 
tion, and therefore it would be ridiculous for any man to at- 
tempt to ſlay a thouſand with the jaw-bone of an aſs, and carry 
huge cates loaded with iron upon his ſhoulders, yet the rela- 


tion of his performing ſuch wonders, is not at all incredible; 


becauſe it is accounted for, by our being told that the Spiriz 
of the LORD came upon bim. — From the New Teſtament, we 
learn, that Chriſtians are under the influence of the ſame 
Spirit; we muſt not indeed expect to be enabled to perform 
miracles, becauſe the prefent ſtate of the world does not re- 
quire them, Let us however be warned by Samſon's exam. 
ple, not to deſpiſe the gifts which are beſtowed on us, but 
whether we have frength, wiſdom, riches, or power, let us 
employ them to their utmoſt extent in the ſervice of God, 


T 
THE BIRRTH oF SAMUEL. 


HERE was a certain man of Ramathaim-z0- 
phim, and his name was Elkanah, and he had 
two wives: the name of the one was Hannah, and 
the neme of the other Peninnah: and Penninah had 
children, but Hannah had no children. | 
And this man went up out of his city yearly, to 
worſhip and to ſacrifice unto the Lok of hoſts in Shi- 
loh. And the two ſons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, 


the prieſts of the Lord were there. 


And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he 
gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her ſons and her 
daughters, portions, 


But 
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But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion, for 
he loved Hannah. 
But Peninnah provoked her ſore to make her fret, 
becauſe the LoR D had not given her children. 

And as he did fo year by year, when ſhe went up 
to the houſe of the LoxD; ſo ſhe provoked her; 
therefore ſhe wept, and did not eat. 

Then ſaid Elkanah her huſband to her, Hannah, 
why weepeſt thou? and why eateſt thou not? and 
why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than 
ten ſons? ſo Hannah roſe up after they had eaten in 
Shiloh, and drunk. Now Eli the prieſt ſat upon a 
ſeat by a poſt of the temple of the Lorp. 

And ihe was in bitterneſs of ſoul, and prayed unto 
_ theLonp, and wept ſore. 

And ſhe vowed a vow, and ſaid, O Lord of hoſts, 
If thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine 
| handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine 
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the days 
of his life, and there ſhall no razor come upon his 
head. 

And it came to paſs as ſhe continued praying before 
the Lond, that Eli marked her mouth. 

Now Hannah, ſhe ſpake in her heart, only her lips 
moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli 
thought the had been drunken. | 

And Eli faid unto her, How long wilt thou be 
drunken? put away thy wine from thee, 


And 
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And Hannah anſwered and ſaid, No, my lord, I 
am a woman of a ſorrowful ſpirit: I have drank nei- 
ther wine nor ſtrong drink, but have poured out my 
ſoul before the Lok. | 

Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial : 
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief 
have I ſpoken hitherto. | 

Then Eli anſwered and faid, Go in peace: and the 
(302 of Iſrael grant thee thy petition that thou haſt 
alked of him, 

And the ſald, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy 
ngnt. So the woman went her way, and did eat, 
and her countenance was no more ſad, 

And they rote in the morning early and wor- 
ſhipped before the Loxp, and returned to their own 
houſe to Ramali: and the Lorp remembered Han- 
nah. | 

Wherefore it come to paſs thar ſhe bare a ſon, and 
called his name Samuel, faying, Becauſe J have aſked 
im of the LoRD, 

And the man Elkanah, and all his houſe, went up 
to offer unto the LoRD the yearly ſacrifice, and his 


But Hannah went not up: for ſhe ſaid unto her 
huſband, I will not go up until the child be weaned, 
and then I will bring him, that he may appear before 
the LorD, and there abide for ever. 

And Elkanah her huſband faid unto her, Do what 
ſeemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned 
him only the Lok p eſtabliſh his word. So the wo- 
man abode, and gave her ſon ſuck. . And 
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And when ſhe had weaned him, ſhe took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, 
and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the houſe 
of the Loxp in Shiloh. And the child was young. 

And they flew a bullock, and brought the child to 
Eli. 

And ſhe ſaid, O my lord, as thy ſoul liveth, my 
lord, I am the woman that ſtood by thee here, pray- 
ing unto the Lok p. 

For this child I prayed: and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I atked of him. 

Therefore alfo I have lent him to the Lord as long 
as he liveth; he ſhall be lent to the Lord. And he 
worſhipped the Lox there. 

And Hannah prayed and faid, My heart rejoiceth 
in the Lox p, mine horn is exalted in the LoRD, my 
mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; becauſe I re- 
joice in thy ſalvation. 

There is none holy as the Lonn: for there is none 
beſide thee: neither is there any rock like our Gop. 

Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; let not arro- 
gance come out of your mouth: for the Lok p is 
a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, and they 
that ſtumbled are girded with ſtrength. 

They that were full have hired out themſelves for 


bread; and they that were hungry ceaſed; ſo that the 


barren hath borne ſeven, and ſhe that hath many chil- 
dren is waxed ſeeble. 
The 
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The Lord killeth and maketh alive: he bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

The Logp maketh poor, and maketh rich: he 
bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

He raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth 
up the beggar from the dunghill, to ſet them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of 


glory: for the pillars of the earth are the Loxp's, 


and he hath ſet the world upon them. 

He will keep the feet of the ſaints, and the wicked 
hall be filent in darkneſs: for by ſtrength ſhall no 
man prevail. | 

The adverſaries of the 1.oz D ſhall be broken to 
pieces: out of heaven ſnall he thunder upon them: 
the Lox D hall judge the ends of the earth; and he 
{hall give ſtrength unto his king, and exalt the horn 
of his anointed. 

And Elkanah went to Ramah to his houſe: and 
the child did miniſter unto the Lox p before Eli the 
prieſt. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Elkanah the father of Samuel was by birth a Levite, de- 
ſcended from Kohath the ſecond fon of Levi; it ſeems he 
did not attend the fervice of the tabernacle, but lived pri- 
vately in th: country; however, he was a perſon of remark - 


able piety, for he not only obeyed the Divine command ot 


going to preſent himſe!F three times in a year before the 
Lo Rp, but took his family with him to Shiloh. 
Elkanah had married two wives, and the diſſenſion be- 
tween them was the occaſion of great uneaſineſs to lim. 
Hannah 


284 REMARK ON HANNAH's CONDUCT. 


Hannah was a woman of a meek and pious temper, but 
the circumſtance of her having no children made her extremely 
unhappy, as ſhe feared it was a mark of Gop's diſpleaſure; 

and the continual triumphs of her rival greatly aggravated 
her diſtreſs, ſo that ſhe fell into a ſtate of deſpondency. Her 
huſband's kind remonſtrances, however, brought her to a 
ſenſe of her duty, and ſhe reſolved to apply to Gop for com- 
fort and relief. 
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Hannah's behaviour on this occaſton affords an excellent 
example to all perſons who are under affliction; and ſhews, 
that there is no remedy for grief, like fervent humble prayer; 
for we read, that when e had poured forth her ſoul to the 
LoRD, her countenance was no longer ſad. The ſucceſs of 
her petition furniſhes us with a convincing proof that Gob 
lends a gracious+car even to prayers which are offered for 
particular bleſſings, if it is conſiſtent with His wildom and 
goodneſs to grant them. | 

Hannah we find punQually performed her vow, and of- 
fered up the moſt thankful acknowledgments: in this inſtance, 
her behaviour 1s deſerving of our imitation; for we ought, 
when proſperity returns, to remember thoſe pious reſolutions 
which we formed whilſt we were in diſtreſs. 

There is great reſemblance between Hannah's thankſgiving, 
and that of the bleſſed virgin, when the Angel announced 
to her, that ſhe ſhould be the mother of the Mess1ant. 

Hornin Scripture ſometimes ſignifies glory, honour, bright - 
neſe, and rays.— Hannah's meaning therefore, in ſaying, mine 
horn is exalted in the Lord, ſeems to be, that Gop had ad- 
vanced her to hoaour, 

The name of rock is frequently given to God in Scripture, 
(particularly by king David) as an emblem of ſtrength and 
protection. In thoſe days, it was uſual to flee to rocks, 3 as 
a lums againſt the invaſion of enemies. 


; P See Luke i. 46. 70 ＋ See Pſalm IXXXvi. 8. Ixxxix. 8. 


This 
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This thank{giving diſcovers that Hannah felt the moſt fer- 

vent piety; indeed the ſeems to have been inſpired by the 
Hor Srigir, when ſhe uttered it, as king David was, 
when he compoſed his pſalms, and therefore it encourages 


all perſons in diſtreſs, to place confidence in the LORD. It 


muſt however be obſerved, that they are not to expect an 
exact accompliſhment of their wiſhes, for Gop only knows 
how far this may be proper to grant ; but they may be ſure 
that their faith and truſt will be rewarded, as ſeemeth beſt to 
infinite wiſdom. 

It is ſaid, that Samuel prayed unto the LORD; he was then 
but three years old; his mother muſt have taken uncommon 
| pains, to be able to ſow the ſeeds of piety ſo early; and we 
find by his ſubſequent conduct, that they were never rooted 
out. A” | 

What an excellent example has Hannah ſet! May every 
mother like her ſeize the earlieſt opportunity of impreſſing 
the yet unprejudiced mind with religious knowledge, which 


can alone ſecure the preſent and future happineſs of their 
children, 


„ CT. ut. 


 SamvEL's MinisrRY—a PROPHECY AGAINST 
ELI's Hovse. 


knew not the Lok 5. 


And the prieſt's cuſtom with the people was, that 


when any man offered ſacrifice the prieſt's ſervant 
came, while the fleſh was in ſeething, with a fleſh- 


hook of three teeth in his hand: and he ſtruck it into 


* 8 the 


OW the ſons of Eli were ſons of Belial; they 


1 
1 
1 
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the pan or kettle, or caldron, or pot: all that the 
fleſh-hook brought up the prieſt took for himſelf, 
So they did in Shiloh unto all the Iſraelites that came 
thither. 

Alſo before they burned the fat, the prieſt's ſervant 
came, and ſaid to the man that facrificed, Give fleſh 
to roaſt for the prieſt: for he will not have ſodden 
fleſh of thee, but raw. 

And if any man faid unto him, Let them not fail 
to burn the fat preſently, and then take as much as 
thy ſoul defireth : then he would anſwer him, Nay ; 
but thou ſhalt give it me now: and if not, I will take 
it by force. 

Wherefore the fin of the young men was very 
great before the Lox D: for men abhorred the offer- 
ing of the Lok. 

But Samuel miniſtered before the LoRD, being a 
child, girded with a linen ephod. 

Moreover his Mother made him a little coat, and 
brought it to him from year to year, when ſhe came 
up with her huſband to offer the yearly ſacrifice. 

And Eli bleſſed Elkanah and his wife, and they 
went unto their own houſe, and the Loxp bleſſed 
Hannah fo that ſhe had three ſons and two daughters, 
And the child Samuel grew before the Lorp. 
Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his ſons 
did unto Iſrael; and he ſaid unto them, Why do ye 
ſuch things, for I hear of your dealings ** all this 
people. 
Nay 
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Nay, my fons: for it is no good report that I hear: 
ye make the Lok p's people to tranſgreſs. 

If one man fin againſt another, the judge ſhall 
judge him: but if a man fin againſt the LoR D, who 
ſhall intreat for him? notwithſtanding, they heark- 
ened not unto the voice of their father, wherefore the 
LorD would ſlay them. 

And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour 
both with the LoRPD, and alſo with men. 

And there came a man of Gop unto Eh, and faid 
unto him, Thus faith the LoRD, Did I plainly appear 
unto the houſe of thy father, when they were in 
Egypt in Pharaoh's houſe? and did I chooſe him out - 
of all the tribes of Iſrael to be my prieſt, to offer upon 
mine altar, to burn incenſe, to wear an ephod before 
me? and did I give unto the houſe of thy father all 
the offerings made by fire of the children of Ifrael. 

Wherefore kick ye at my ſacrifice and at my offer- 
ing, which I have commanded in my habitation, and 
honoureſt thy ſons above me, to make yourſelves fat 
with the choiceſt of all the offerings of Iſrael my peo- 
ple? Wherefore the LoRD Gop of Iſrael faith, I ſaid 
indeed, that thy houſe and the houſe of thy father 
ſhould walk before me for ever: but now the LoRD 
faith, Be it far from me: for them that honour me I 
will honour, and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly 
eſteemed. _ 3 | 
Behold, the days come that I will cut off thine 
arm, and the arm of thy father's houſe, that there 
ſhall not be an old man in thine houſe, 


And 
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And thou ſhalt ſee an enemy in my habitation, in 
all the wealth which Gop ſhall give Iſrael: and there 
ſhall not be an old man in thine houſe for ever. 

And the man of thine whom I ſhall not cut off 
from mine altar, ſhall be to conſume thine eyes, and 
to grieve thine heart: and all the increaſe of thine 
houſe ſhall die in the flower of their age. 

And this ſhall be a ſign unto thee that ſhall come 
upon thy two ſons, on Hophni and Phineas; in one 
day they ſhall die both of them. 

And I will raiſe me up a faithful prieſt, that ſhall 
do according to that which is in mine heart and in my 
mind: and I will build him a ſure houſe; and he ſhall 
walk before mine Anointed for ever. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that every one that is 
left in thine houſe ſhall come and crouch to him for a 
piece of filver and a morſe} of bread, and ſhall ſay, 
Put me, I pray thee, into one of the prieſts offices, 
that I may eat a piece of bread. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It is ſaid that Els fons were ſons of Belial, that they FRA 
nor the LoRD; this expreſſion means, that they lived as if they 
were ignorant of Gop, and ſerved him like an idol, not for 
his honour, but their own profit. Diſcontented with their 
allotted portion of the ſacrifices made by fire, they ſeized 
ſome part of the peace-offerings which belonged to the offer- 
ers, at the veryinſtant when they are going to feaſt religiouſly 


with their friends: in ſhort, they were guilty of many enor- 
mities of the moſt atrocious kind, What a beautiful contraſt | 


did 
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did the piety of Samuel afford! Eli as high- prieſt and ſu- 
preme judge, had power to puniſh; and in ſuch a caſe, pa- 
ternal love ſhould have given way to zeal for Gop's glory; 
and though they were his own children, he ſhould have de- 
prived them of the power of bringing the holy religion he 
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profeſſed into diſrepute, by removing them from their office; 


inſtead of that, he gave them only a few mild reproofs, which 
they totally diſregarded. | 

As Eli was in other reſpects a good man, the Lov ſent a 
prophet to him, to awaken him to his duty, that he might by 
repentance obtain pardon for himſelf, This man of Gop re- 
minded him, in the name of the Lok p, of the honourable 


diſtinction his family had long enjoyed; this would have 


been continued to that branch of Aaron's poſterity, if they 
nad not forfeited it ;but, as they had caſt off Gop, hie rejected 
them, | 

Eli was of the family of Ithamaz, Aaron's youngett ſon: 
how the prieſthood came to be removed from the houſe of 
Eleazar the elder fon, we are not told; but it is likely that 
the laſt prieſt of this branch had been remiſs in his duty, for 
which reaſon Gop deprived his deſcendants of the honour 
which he had promiſed to Phineas (the ſon of Eleazar) Þ for 
dis zeal againſt the Midianites; but though the LORD - 
pended the bleſſing for a time, he was mindful of his cowve- 
nant ; he reſtored the prieſthood, und eſtabliſhed it afterwards 
in Eleazar's line. 

There is in this ſection one text that demands. particular at- 
tention, becauſe it is a declaration from G ob Himſelf, that con- 
cerns all mankind. Theſe wwhs honour me, I awvill honour; and 
thaſe who diſhonour me ſhall be lightly regarded. It is thus ex- 
plained by a learned and pious Divine. 

* © To honour Gop is to have an eſteem and reverence for 
him, and to- ſhew it to the world in ſuch a manner, as may 


* Num. XXV. 12, 13. + Jortin's Sermons, vol. 3. 
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299 HOW TO HONOUR GOD. 


« 


promote virtue and religion. To entertain juſt and worthy 
notions of him, of his power, wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, 
mercy; to love him, to truſt him, to defire to reſemble 
him as nearly as our nature permits, and in all things to 
conſult his will. To declare openly before men that we do 
thus eſteem him. To be conſtant and regular in the per- 
formance of all public acts of religion, Toſſet a good ex- 
ample to others. 

We may likewife honour Gop by improving our abilities, 
and diſcharging the duties of our ſtation in ſuch a manner, 
as to procure reſpect to the retigion we profeſs, and the 
country to which we belong. 

Ile who has wealth honours Gop with his ſubſtance when 
he relieves the poor, encourages honeſt induſtry and uſeful 
knowledge. He who has learning, wit, and judgment, 
honours Gop when he ſo applics them, as to excite in other 
men's minds an ambition of excelling in goodneſs. He 
who has power, honours Gop when he diſcourages pro- 
faneneſs and immorality, and, by his own illuſtrious exam - 
ple, endeavours to invite others to well-doing, He who 
has reputation, honours Gop when he employs it to bring 
virtue into credit, and make vice unfaſhionable and con- 
temptible. He who is in the loweſt ſtation honours Gop, 
when in his little ſphere he ſhines an example, to the poorer 
ſort, of honeſty, diligence, and ſobriety; of contentment 
and reliance on Gop.* Children may likewiſe honour 


Gop, by giving a willing attention to learn their duty, and 
a hearty deſire of rendering themſelves acceptable to him. 


If we thus honour Gop, he will honour us; that is to ſay, 


« we ſhall be honoured in this world with the eſteem of good 
and wife men, and the particular love and favour of Gop, 


and ina future ſtate we ſhall receive a crown of glory. 


© But if we diſhonour Gop by a contempt of his authority, 


* an abuſe of his gifts, and a diſobedience to his will, we 


« ſhall, 


„ 
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« ſhall, like Eli's ſons, be lightly efteemed: all whoſe favour is 
worth gaining will avoid our company, and we ſhall loſe the 
© bleſſing of Gop, and all the glorious rewards that are pro- 


« miſed to thoſe who do well, and ſhall be for ever milc- 
« rable.” | 


We find, that Hannah's piety was remembered, for it 
pleaſed Gop to honour her with a family in return for the 
honour ſhe rendered him. 


LECT, Ill. 


TE WoRD OF THE LORD REVEALED 


TO SAMUEL. 


ND the child Samuel miniſtered unto the Loxp, 
before Eli. And the Woxp of the Lok was 
precious in thoſe days; there was no open viſion, 

And it came to pals at that time, when Eli was 
laid down in his place, and his eyes _ to wax 
dim, that he could not ſee, 

And 'ere the lamp of Gon went out in the temple 
of the LoR D, where the ark of Gop was, and Sa- 
muel was laid down to ſleep; that the Lok called 
Samuel. And he anſwered, Here am I. 

And he ran unto Eli, and ſaid, Here am I; for 
thou calledſt me. And he faid, I called not; lie 
down again. And he went and lay down. 

And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And 
Samuel aroſe, and went to Eli and ſaid, Here am I: 

O 2 for 
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for thou didſt call me. And he anſwered, 1 called 


not, my ſon; lie down again. 

Now Samuel did not yet know the LokRp, neither 
was the WoRD of the Loxp yet revealed unto him. 

And the Lokp called Samuel again the third time. 
And aroſe and went to Eli, and ſaid, Here am I; for 
thou didſt call me. And Eli perceived that the LoRD 
had called the child. 

Therefore Eli ſaid unto Samuel, Go, lie down: 
and it ſhall be, if he call thee, that thou ſhalt ſay, 
Speak, Lonp: for thy ſervant heareth. So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 

And the Lord came, and ſtood, and called as at 
other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel an- 
ſwered, Speak; for thy ſervant heareth. 

And the Lond ſaid to Samuel, Behold, I will do a 
thing in Ifrael, at which both the ears of ay one 

that heareth it ſhall tingle. 
In that day I will perform againſt Eli all things 
which I have ſpoken concerning his houſe: when! 
begin I will alſo make an end. 

For I have told him that I will judge his houſe for 
ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth : becauſe his 
ſons made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained them 
not. 

And therefore I have ſworn unto the houſe of Eli, 
that the iniquity of Eli's houſe ſhall not be purge” 
with ſacrifice nor offering for ever. 


And 


" Ws 
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And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
the doors of the houſe of the Lond. And Samuel 
feared to ſhew Eli the viſion. 

Then Eli called Samuel, and ſaid, Samuel my 


fon. And he anſwered, Here am]. 


And he ſaid, What is the thing that the Lord 
hath ſaid unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: 
Gop do fo to thee, and more alſo, if thou hide any 
thing from me of all the things that he ſaid unto thee. 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing 
from him. And he ſaid, It is the Lox o: let him do 
what ſeemetli him good, | 

And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was with him, 
and did Jet none of his words fall to the ground. 

And all Iſrael, from Dan even to Beerſheba, knew 
that Samuel was eſtabliſhed to be a prophet of the 
Lond. _ 

And the Lorp appeared again in Shiloh: for the 


Loo revealed himſelf to Samuel in Shiloh by the 


Wonb of the Lon. | 
And the word of Samuel came to all Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Whilſt the family of Eli were diſhonouring Gop, Samuel, 
though a little child, was devoutly attending on his ſervice, 
and daily improving in thoſe religious graces which are re- 
warded with the favour of the LoxD; and thoſe amiable 
virtues that procure the eſteem of mankind. | 

It 1s to be obſerved, that the Divine revelation was given 
to Samuel by an open ui of the WaRD of the Lox D. In 

| | O 3 | the. 


* 
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the New Teſtament, we read, that the Worp was the {nc 
Diving BIN, by whom the world was created“; but, 
from the different title He here aſſumes, we may judge, that 
He did not manifeſt Himſelf to the Prophets, exactly in the 
fame manner as He did to Moſes, under the title of the 
LORD Gop. 
From the days of Moſes, till the time of Samuel, the 
„ ORD of the LORD was ſeldom revealed. Now and then a 
perſon wes inſpired to deliver meſſages from Gop on extra. 
ordinary occaſions, as in the caſe of Eli; but there were no 
tertled prophets, to whom the people might have recours 
to know the will of the LORD; for it is likely that the Loxy 
withheld the ſpirit of prophecy as a token of His difpleaſure, 
on account of the corruption of His holy worſhip, 

Samuel was laid down to fleep in ſome apartment adjoining 
to Eli's, when the WoRD of the Lo Ry came unto him: ſup- 
poling that it was Eli's voice, he haſted with dutiful reſpect, 
to wait on him, though in the dead of the night. Samuel, 
who no doubt, from his carly piety, had high and ſublime no- 
tions of the majeſty of the SUPREME BIN, had no idea 
that He would condeſcend to ſpeak like a human voice, 

« How humiliating muſt it have been to Eli, when he 
foimd that a little child was preferred before him! For he 
had reaſon to regard this circumſtance as a farther token of 
God's diſpleaſure againſt his houſe: this would naturally 
make him inquuitive, into the matter that was going to be 
revealed; and his being convinced beforehand that the LoRD 
was about to ſpeak, would prevent his ſuſpecting that Sa- 
muel had invented, or imagined the thing.” Eli however, 
as was his duty, gave the beſt inſtructions he could to Samuel, 
who returned to his bed, and at this time ſeems to have had 
ſome wi/ble token of the Divine PRESENCE, for it is ſaid, 
that the Lord flood and call:d as at other times, which fa. 


3 See John i. 1. &c, 
| : tished 
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tisfied Samuel that it was not Eli who called him; he an— 


ſwered as Eli had taught lim; and then, with filence and 
compoſure received the awful metlage. 

We may imagine that Eli experienced the moſt painful 
perturbations of mind, till he knew what the Loxp had re- 
vealed; and Samuel's backwardneſs to declare the heavy 
tidings, ſhews, that he had a tender affection for Eli, and 
was afraid to grieve him. The patient reſignation of the 
poor old man, evinces, that his heart acknowledged the 
power of Gop, and the juflice of the ſentence pronounced 
againſt his wicked ſons, 

We may learn from the puniſhment of Eli, that thoſe who 
do not reſtrain others from ſin, when in their power, make 
themſelves partakers in their guilt ; eſpecially parents, whoſe 
particular duty it is, not only to admoniſh, but chaſtiſe their 
children if they do ill. 

Young perſons who are well diſpoſed, will liſten to ſuch 
mild reproofs, as they muſt be ſenſible proceed from an af- 
fectionate ſolicitude for their welfare; but if they are fo ob- 
ſtinate and diſobedient as to render them ineflectual, pater- 
nal love requires, that puniſhment ſhould be inflicted ; for 
who would willingly conſign their beloved offspring to the 
curſe of Gop, and riſk the loſs of their temporal and eternal 
happineſs? If Eli had properly diſcharged his duty in this 
reipect, he would have eſcaped that diſgrace and diſappoint- 
ment which, as we ſhall find, brought down his grey hairs 
with ſorrow to the grave, and his fons might have lived to be 
the comfort and crown of hig old age. 
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THe IsRAELITES OVERCOME BY THE Pitts 
TINES—TREE ARK IS TAKEN, AND EL1's Sons 
SLAIN—-EL1's DEA'Th. 


N Iſrael went out againſt the Philiſtines to 
battle, and pitched beſide Eben-ezer: and the 
Philiſtines pitched in Aphek. 

And the Fhiliſtines put themſelves in array againſt 
Iſrael: and when they joined battle, Iſracl was ſmit- 
ten before the Philiſtines: and they flew of the army 
in the field about four thouſand men. 

And when the people were come into the camp, the 
elders of Iſrael ſaid, Wherefore hath the Lozxp ſmit- 
ten us to day before the Philiſtines? Let us fetch the 
ark of the covenant of the LozÞ out of Shiloh unto us, 
that when it cometh among us, it may ſave us out of 
the hand of our enemies. 

So the people ſent to Shiloh, that they might bring 
from thence the ark of the covenant of the LoRD Of 
hoſts, which dwelleth between the cherubims ; and the 
two fons of Eli, Hoplini and Phinchas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of Gop. 

And when the ark of the covenant of the LorD 
came into the camp, all Iſrael ſhouted with a great 
ſhout, fo that the earth rang again. 5 
And when the Philiſtines heard the noiſe of the 
ſhout, they ſaid, What meaneth the noiſe of this 

great 


3 
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great ſhout in the camp of the Hebrews? and they un- 
derſtood that the ark of the LoR D was come into the 


camp. 

And the Philifines were afraid: for they ſaid, Gon 
is come into the camp. And they ſaid, Wo unto us! 
for there hath not been ſuch a thing heretofore. 

Wo unto us ! who ſhall deliver us out of the hand 
of theſe mighty gods? theſe are the gods that ſmote 


the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderneſs. 


Be ſtrong, and quit yourſelves like men, O ye Phi- 
liſtines, that ye be not ſervants unto the Hebrews, as 
they have been to you : quit yourſelves like men, and 


fight. 


And the Philiſtines fought, and Iſrael was ſmitten, 
and they fled every man into his tent: and there was 
a very great ſlaughter; for there fell of Iſrael thirty 
thouſand footmen. 

And the ark of Gop was taken; and the two ſons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinchas, were ſlain. 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, 
and came to Shiloh the ſame day with his clothes rent, 
and with earth upon his head | 

And when he came, lo Eli ſat upon a ſeat by the 
way ſide, watching: for his heart trembled for the ark 
of Gop. And when the man came into the city and 
told it, all the city cried out, 

And when Eli heard the noiſe of the crying, he ſaid, 
What meaneth the noiſe of this tumult? and the man 
came in haſtily, and told Eli. 


O's: Now 


298 DEATH OF EL I. 

Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and his 
eyes were dim, that he could not ſee. 

And the man faid unto Eli, I am he that came out 
of the army, and I fled to day out of the army, and 
he ſaid, What is there done, my ſon? And the meſ- 
ſenger anſwered and ſaid, Ifrael is fled before the Phi- 
liſtines, and there hath been alſo a great ſlaughter 
among the people, and thy two ſons alſo, Hophni and 
Fhinchas, are dead, and the ark of God is taken. 

And it came to paſs when he made mention of the 
ark of Gop, that he fell from off the ſeat backward by 
the ſide of the gate, and his neck brake and he died; 
for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had 
judged Iſrael forty years. And his daughter-in-law, 
the wife of Phinehas, bare a fon at that time and ſhe 
died alſo, and ſhe ſaid, The glory is departed from 
lſrael for the ark of God is taken. 


' ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The people of Iſrael finding that they had actually a pro- 
phet amongſt them, began to think it was a proper time to 
attempt to free themſelves from the Philiſtines; but they ſet 
about this important buſineſs in a very irregular and unlaw- 
ful manner, neglecting to aſk counſel of Gop, and reform 
their lives; they were therefore ſuffered to fall a prey to their 
enemies. One would have ſuppoſed, that ill ſucceſs would 
have reminded them of their duty; but inſtead of repenting, 
they ſeem to have relied on the goodneſs of their cauſe, and 


to think that they could ob/zge Gop to appear for them in 
vindication of His honour, by having the ark in the camp. 
8 et Eli 
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Eli was very blameable in ſuffering the ark to be removed 
and his ſons, who had doubtleſs been informed of the 
judgments denounced againſt them, were impious to the laſt 
degree in preſuming to carry it; eſpecially, as there was in 
the law of Moſes, an expreſs command that, when the peo- 


ple were ſettled in Canaan, the ark ſhould ref, that all might 


come to it, 

It was cuſtomary for the heathens to carry images of their 
falſe deities to battle, to which they imputed all their ſuc- 
ceſſes; no wonder therefore, that they ſhould be alarmed at 
hearing, that the ark, before which the walls of Jericho had 
fallen to the ground, was in the camp of Iſrael: but could 
the deſcendants of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, for whom ſo 
many miracles had been wrought, be ſo ignorant, as to ſup- 
poſe that it was in their power to command the DiviNE 
PRESENCE to attend their motions? or that the /iving Gop, 
the KING of KINGS, and LoRD of LoRDs, would ſubmit 
to be ranked with idols? 

There is no difficulty in accounting for the defeat which 
Gop permitted the Philiſtines to give to the Iſraelites; it 
certainly was intended to teach them how wrong it was, to 
truſt to external privileges, and fancy that the ark would fave _ 
them, when Go was departed. X 

Eli appears in this inſtance to have acted contrary to the 
dictates of his own mind, and to have ſuftered his ſons to 


uůſurp that authority which belonged to him; for we find he 


was in great agitation of mind, his heart trembled for the ark, 
leſt it ſhould fall into the hands of the Philiſtines; as Iſrael, 
eſpecially his own ſons, had forfeited it. Now the dreadful 
threatning comes to his mind, that he ſhould fee as the pro- 
phet told him, an enemy in GOD's habitation, When the meſ- _ 
ſenger arrived, wearing fackcloth and aſhes, the enſigns of 
diſtreſs, he eagerly demanded uh was done? With con- 
rage and fortitude he heard of the ſlaughter of the people, 
and the death of Hophni and Phinehas; but the loſs of the 

O 6 | ark 
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ark entirely overcame him, for he knew there was no com- 
tort left for Iſrael, now the GLory of the Lokpd was de- 
parted. | 

It was become neceſſary, for the ſake of religion, that 

thoſe who violated its holy inſtitutions, and ſuffered others 
to do ſo, ſhould be pointed out to the world by exemplary 
puniſhments: Eli was certainly a devout man, but as judge 
and lngh-prieſt he was faulty: it is to be hoped, that his pe- 
nitence procured the pardon of Gop, and that his punith- 
ment was only temporal. 

In reſpect to this mode of government, Eli ſeems to have 
diflered from all former judges; they were diſtinguiſhed for 
perſonal courage, and, by the extraordinary aid of the LoRD, 
ſubdued the enemies of Iſrael, but aſſumed no authority over 
them in time of peace; for under them (Joſhua excepted) 
every man did that which wwas right in his own eyes; but 
it appears, that on account of his being high-prieſt, the peo- 
ple choſe Eli as the propereſt judge to decide controverſies 
amongſt them. 

Though in the Chriſtian diſpenſation there 1s no ark of the 
covenant, we are well aſſured, that the LorD as certainly 

dwells with us, as He did with the Iſraelites, (though inviſi- 
ble). We may however cauſe him to withdraw His prefence 
if we attempt to diſhonour Him; let us therefore remember, 
that it is the glory of a nation to have the Lokp amongſt 
them; and let us ſtrive, by the means He has pointed out in 
the Scriptures, to invite Him to abide with us. 


K . EVE 


IHE PHILISTINES BRING THE ARK OF Gop 
INTO THE HousE OF DacoN 


| ND the Philifines took the ark of Gop, and 


brought it from Eben-ezer unto Aſhdod. 
When 


DAGON FALLS, 301 


When the Philiſtines took the ark of Gon, they 
brought it into the houſe of Dagon, and ſet it by Da- 
gon. 

And when they of Aſhdod aroſe early on the mor- 
row, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the 
earth before the ark of the LoRD. And they took 
Dagon and ſet him in his place again. 

And when they aroſe early on the morrow morn- 
ing, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the 
ground before the ark of the LoxD: and the head of 
Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off 
upon the threſhold : only the ſtump of Dagon was left 
to him. 

Therefore neither the prieſts of Dagon, nor any 
that come into Dagon's houſe, tread on the threſhold 
of Dagon in Aſhdod unto this day. 

But the hand of the LoD was heavy upon them of 
Aſhdod, and he deſtroyed them and ſmote them, even 
Aſhdod and the coaſts ther2of. 

And when the men of Aſhdod ſaw that it was ſo, 
they ſaid, The ark of the Gop of Iſrael ſhall not abide 
with us: for his hand is ſore upon us, and upon Dagon 
our god. 

They ſent therefore, and gathered all the lords of 
the Fhiliſtines unto them, and faid, What ſhall we do 
with the ark of the Gop of Iſrael? and they anſwered, 
L et the ark of the Gop of Iſrael be carried about unto 


 Gath. And they carried the ark of the Gop of Iſrael 
about thither, 


Re | 
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And it was fo, that after they had carried it about, 
the hand of the Lord was againſt them; and he ſmote 
the men of the city both ſmall and great. 

Therefore they ſent the ark of Gop to Ekron. 
And it came to pals, as the ark of Gop came to Ekron, 
that the Ekronites cried out, ſaying, They have 
brought about the ark of the G0 of Lirael to us, to 
ſlay us and our people. 

So they ſent and gathered together all the lords of 
the Philiſtines, and faid, Send away the ark of the Gop 
of Iſrael, and let it go again to his own place, that it 
flay us not, and our people : for there was a deadly de- 
ſtruction throughout all the city; the hand of Gop 
was very heavy there, 

And the men that died not were ſmitten ; and the 
cry of the city went up to heaven. 

And the ark of the Lord was in the country of the 
Philiſtines feven months. 

And the Philiſtines called for the prieſts and the di- 
viners, ſaying, What ſhall we do to the ark of the 
LorD? tell us wherewith we ſhall ſend it to his place. 

And they faid, If ye ſend away the ark of the Gop 
of Iſrael, ſend it not empty; but in any wiſe return 
him a treſpaſs offering : then ye ſhall be healed, and 
it ſhall be known to you why his hand is not yes 
from you. 

And ye ſhall give glory unto the Gop of Iſrael, 
_ peradventure he will lighten his hand from off you, 
from off your gods, and from off your land. 


Wherefore | 
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Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts as the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts ? when 


he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they 


not let the people go, and they departed ? Now there- 
fore make a new cart and take two milch-kine, on 
which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to 
the cart, and bring their calves home from them : 
And take the ark of the LoRp, and lay it upon the 
eart: and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him 
for a treſpaſs-offering, in a coffer by the ſide thereof; 
and ſend it away, that it may go. 


And ſee, if it goeth up by the way of his own coaſt 


to Beth-ſhemeſh, then he hath done us this great evil: 
but if not, then we ſhall know that it is not his hand 
that ſmote us; it was a chance that happened to 
us. - 

And the men did ſo: and took two milch-kine, and 
tied them to the cart, and ſhut up their calves at 
home: And they laid the ark of the Loxp upon the 
cart, and the coffer with the jewels of gold. 

And the kine took the ſtraight way to the way of 
Beth-ſhemeſh, and went along the high-way, lowing 
as they went, and turned not aſide to the right hand 
or to the left: and the lords of the Philiſtines went af- 
ter them unto the border of Beth-ſhemeſh. 

And they of Beth-ſhemeſh were reaping their 

wheat-harveſt in the valley: and they lifted up their 
eyes, and ſaw the ark, and rejoiced to fee it. 


And the cart came into the field of Joſhua a Beth- 


ſhemite, and ſtood there, where there was a great 
ſtone : 
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ſtone: and they clave the wood of the cart, and of- 
fered the kine a burnt-offering unto the Loxp. 

And the Levites took down the ark of the LorD, 
and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of 
gold were, and put them on the great ſtone: and the 
men of Beth-ſhemeſh offered burnt-offerings, and 
ſacrificed ſacrifices the ſame day unto the Loxp. 

And when the five lords of the Philiſtines had 
ſeen it, they returned to Ekron the ſame day. 

And he ſmote the men of Beth-ſhemeſh, becauſe 
they had looked into the ark of the Loxp, even he 
ſmote of the people fifty thouſand and threeſcore and 
ten men. And the people lamented becauſe the 
LokD had ſmitten many of the people with a great 
ſlaughter. 

And the men of Beth-ſhemeſh ſaid, Who is able 


to ſtand before this holy LoRD Gop ? and to whom 


he ſhall go up from us. 

And they ſent meſſengers to the inhabitants of 
Kirjath-jearim, ſaying, The Philiſtines have brought 
again the ark of the Log D: come ye down, and 


fetch it up to you. 


And the men of Kirjath-jearim came and fetched 
up the ark of the LorD, and brought it into the 
houſe of Abinidab in the hill, and ſanctified Elea- 
zar his ſon to keep the ark of the Log. 

And it came to paſs while the ark abode in Kir- 


Jath-jearim, that the time was long: for it was 


twenty years: and all the houſe of Iſrae] lamented 


after the Lonp. 
ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It appears from Scripture*, that the true GoD was known 
and worſhipped by the Philiſtines in the days of Abraham, 
for Abimelech their king wasa holy and juſt perſon; but they 
afterwards degenerated into idolatry, each of their five cities 
ſeems to have had a ſeparate idol. Dagon appears 'to have 
been the moſt ancient and favourite god they had ; to him they 
aſcribed the invention of agriculture. Some authors ſuppole, 
that the upper part of Nagon's image was in the form of a 


man, the lower Like a fiſh; but others think it entirely re- 


ſembled the human figure. 

6. As the Philiſtines were delivered from their fears of the 
ark, it is likely they ſuppoſed that the Gob of Iſrael was 
inferior to Dagon; and therefore they carried the ark into 
the temple dedicated to that idol, as a trophy of victory; 
but their triumph was of ſhort duration, for Gop having 
puniſhed Iſrael, who betrayed — ark, ren to chal- 
tiſe thoſe who abuſed it. 

« How muſt the worſhippers of Dagon be aſtoniſhed, 
when they beheld their mighty idol fallen before the ark! di- 
recting, as it might ſeem, his followers, to adore the Gop 
of Iſrael; but they perhaps imagined, that the fall of Dagon 
was accidental, and therefore put him in his place again: 
without doubt, they faſtened him in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
but ſoon found that it was in vain to contend with Gon, 
for the next day Dagon appeared more contemptible. than 
ever, with his hands and face broken to-pieces; which ought 
to have taught his followers, that he was deſtitute of wiſdom 
and power: but inſtead of being reformed, they were har- 
dened in their idolatry, and therefore the LoRp afflicted 
them with dreadful diſeaſes and ſudden death. _ 

The ark was ſucceſſively ſent to the five cities belonging 


to the Philiſtines; but wherever the people attempted to im- 


See Vol. i. Section 15. + Henry's Annotations. 
| | priſon 


— —— — —e— — — — 


306 THE OFFERIN G. 


priſon it, they felt the power of Gop falling on them in 
dreadful judgments. At length, wearied out with afflictions, 
they reſolved to ſend it back, and in order to do it properly, 
conſulted their prieſts; who ſeem to have been acquainted 
with ſome of the ceremontals of the Jewiſh religion, and knew 


that the Iſraelites were required to offer treſpaſs offerings, and 


to give glory to Gor. Inſtead of receiving a ranſom for the 
ark, the Philiſtines were glad to give rich gifts to deliver 
themſelves from it, which remained as laſting memorials of 
their diſgrace, 

We read that the cows, which were faſtened to the cart, 
went ftraight on to the land of Iſrael, though they had young 
calves at home; had never been uſed to the yoke, and were 


utterly unacquainted with the road: this is a wonderful in- 


ſtance of the power of Gop over the brute creation. 

The fudden appearance of the. ark amongſt them, muſt 
have afforded great joy to the men of Bethſhemeſh; and we 
find they expreſſed it by offering the cows as a burnt-offering, 
and uſing the wood of the cart for the ſame purpoſe: as they 
were ſanctiſied to the Loxp, it would have been improper 
to uſe them otherwiſe. 

Beth-ſhemeſh was only a ſmall village, not capable of con- 
taining fifty thouſand inhabitants; but it is moſt likely, that 
numbers flocked from neighbouring places as ſoon as they 
heard that the ark was brought back; and many amongſt 


them, having but little reverence for Gov and His holy or- 


dinances, preſumed to look into the ark, (which was contrary 
to a Divine command given to Moſes) and were immediately 
ſtruck dead. It is faid*, „ that the LoRD ſmote of the peo- 
ple fifty thouſand and threeſcore and ten men; but ſeveral! 
learned authors are of opinion, that the paſſage is tranſlated 
wrong, and that it ſhould be, the Lok nete AMONG the 
people, who amounted to fifty thouſand, threeſcore and ten men.“ 
This ſudden calamity occaſioned a general conſternation, and 
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the people of Beth-ſhemeſh were very urgent to get rid of the 
ark: we do not find that they humbled themſelves to Gop 
for their ſin, only expreſſed their fear of his power, and fell 
trom preſumption to deſpair. 

Kirjath-jearim was in the road to Shiloh, ſo we may ſup- 
poſe that the men of Beth-ſhemeſh thought that the elders 
of Shiloh would fetch it from thence; but through the neg- 
lect of religion, and diſturbance of the times, we do not find 
that it was ever reſtored to its ancient ſeat; for it is proba- 
ble, that aſter the death of Eli, the Philiſtines deſtroyed the 
place, and the tabernacle was removed to Nob. The men 
of Kirjath-jearim joyfully received the ark; by which it 
ſeems, that they perfectly underſtood the offence of the Beth- 
ſnemites; they therefore treated it with all poſſible reſpect, 
and depoſited it in the houſe of a man of diſtingion amongſt 
them, who was likewiſe eminent fer piety, and they ſancti- 
fied his ſon to keep it: that is to ſay, he was entirely de- 
voted to the ſervice of the ark, and applied himſelf to no 
other buſineſs. Eleazar was not a regular prieſt, nor was it 
neceſſary he ſhould be ſo, becauſe here was no altar, either 
for ſacrifice or incenſe, 

We need not dwell upon theſe circumſtances, becauſe they 


relate principally to thoſe parts of the law of Moſes which 


concerned the Jews only; the general inſtruction they give is 
this, that in all religious acts we muſt pay conſtant attention to 
the honour of God, and not wiſh to ſearch into thoſe my ſte- 


nes, which He, for wiſe reaſons, has concealed from us, 


It ſurely muſt have been a great mortification and diſgrace 
to the Iſraelites to have their tabernacle deprived of its 
greateſt ornament and treaſure, the ARK of the TesTIMONY, 
from which the Divine PRESENCE was manifeſted between 


the cherubims; but this people were ſo degenerated, and had 


{o little regard for religion, that they were contented with la- 


menting the abſence of their Gop, without endeavouring to 


invite his PRESENCE, tho' according to their covenant, they 
had no claim to His Divine aſſiſtance, unleſs they obſerved 


His holy inſtitutions, May 
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May we never imitate them in this reſpect; but endeavour, 
by a regular attendance on the worſhip of Gop, and the 
diſcharge of our duty, to ſecure His favour to us; of which 
we may then be as fully aſſured, as if we beheld His Grorxy 
from the mercy-ſeat; for the ark was only an emblem of 
God's heavenly throne, intended to intimate, that though the 
Divine Being is ſurrounded with angels, and dwelleth in 
brightneſs which no one can approach, He will graciouſly re- 
ceive the ſacrifices of prayer and thankſgiving, and bleſs 
thoſe who offer them with ſincerity and humility of heart, 


LECT EVE. 


SAMUEL EXHORTETH THE ISRAELITES— THEY 
REPENT AND TURN UNTO THE LORD. 


1 Samuel ſpake unto all the houſe of Iſrael, 
ſaying, If ye do return unto the Lorp with all 
your hearts, then put away the ſtrange gods and Aſh- 
taroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto 
the Lok, and ſerve him only: and he will deliver 

you out of the hand of the Philiſtines. 
Then the children of Iſrael did put away Baalim 
and Aſhtaroth, and ſerved the Lok p only. 
And Samuel ſaid, Gather all Iſrael to Mizpeh, and 

I will pray for you unto the LoRD. 
| And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew 
; water, and poured it out before the Lok p, and faſted 
| on that day, and faid there, We have ſinned againſt 
the LoRD. And Samuel judged the children of Iſrael 
in Mizpeh. 1 


And 


—— - —— — 
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And when the Philiſtines heard that the children of 
Iſrael were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of 
the Philiſtines went up againſt Iſrael, And when the 
children of Iſrael heard it, they were afraid of the Phi- 
liſtines. 

And the children of Iſrael faid to Samuel, Ceaſe not 
to cry unto the LoR D our Gop for us, that he will 
fave us out of the hand of the Philiſtines. 

And Samuel took a fucking lamb, and offered it 
for a burnt-offering whole unto the LORD: and Sa- 


muel cried unto the LORD for Iſrael; and the Loxp 


heard him. 

And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-offering, 
the Philiſtines drew near to battle againſt Iſrael: but 
the Loxp thundered with a great thunder on that 
day upon the Philiſtines, and diſcomfited them, and 
they were ſmitten before Iſrael. 

And the men of Iſrael went out of Mizpeh, and 
purſued the Philiſtines, and ſmote them until they 


came under Beth-car, 


Then Samuel took a ſtone, and ſet it kris 
Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben- 
ezer, or the Stone of Help*, ſaying, Hitherto hath 
the Loxp helped us. 

So the Philiſtines were ſubdued, and they came no 
more into the coaſt of Iſrael. And the hand of the 
Lokp was againſt the T hillſtines all the days of Sa- 


| e 


* Marginal Tranſlation. 
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And the cities which the Philiſtines had taken from 
Iſrael were reſtored to Iſrael, from Ekron even unto 
Gath, and the coaſts thereof, did Iſrael deliver out 
of the hands of the Philiſtines. And there was peace 
between Iſrael and the Amorites. 

And Samuel judged Iſrael all the days of his life. 
And he went from year to year in circuit to Beth- 
el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Iſrael in all 
thoſe places. | 

And his return was to Ramah: for there was his 
houſe : and there he judged Iſrael; and there he 
built an altar unto the Lok p. | 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


It is likely, that immediately after the death of Eli, Samuel 


fucceeded to his authority as judge; and being a PROPHET, 
he might offer ſacrifices; but it does not appear that there 
Was any HicH PRIEST, for the whole form of worſhip was 

overturned by the loſs of the ark; and we may ſuppoſe, the 
people were ill diſpoſed to liſten to Samuel's admonitions : 
befides, it is probable, that he did not take upon himſelf 
to proceed in any important matter without the direction of 
the LoRD, who withheld Divine inſpiration, on account of 
the people's unworthineſs; leaving them to ſuffer awhile, the 
ill conſequences of their folly and wickedneſs; but as ſoon, 
as they returned and ſought the Loxp, Samuel knew he 
might intercede. for them, though he was only a Levite, for 


the prieſts had debaſed themſelves, and his ſacrifices proved 


acceptable: about this time, it is likely, the great paſſover 
was kept, which 1s afterwards mentioned*. Divine provi- 


2 Chron. xxxv. 18. 
| dence 
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dence vilibly interpoſed in the defeat of the Philiſtines, and 
the LokD once more ſhewed himſelf to be the Gop of 1/- 
rac l. 

After the Philiſtines were ſubdued, Samuel having the ſu- 
prenie authority, made uſe of it for the purpoſes of reforming 
the people, and reſtoring the worſhip of Gop. 

He built an altar, not in contempt of that which was with 
the tabernacle, but as Shiloh was laid waſte, and no other 
place had yet been choſen, he looked upon the law which 
obliged them to one place, to be ſuſpended; and therefore 
being a prophet, and under Divine inſprration, he did as the 
patriarchs did, built an altar where he lived, both for the 
uſe of his own family, and for the good of the inhabitants 
who choſe to reſort to it. 

As we ſhall have occaſion in the ſucceeding part of the hif- 
tory, to ſay ſo much about prophets, it is neceſſary to have 
proper ideas of the PROPHETIC OFFICE, 

It was the buſineſs of the priefts to explain the law to the 
people, and to take particular care that the ceremonial part 
of it ſhould be punctually obſerved, that they might conti- 
nue to be a holy people, and enjoy the privileges granted to 
them on thoſe conditions. The Lewes were aſſiſtants to the 
prieſts, in the work of the tabernacle; but to prevent the 
people's dwelling too much on the rituals of religion, it 


| pleaſed Gop to appoint another order of men called PRo- 


PHETS: theſe men preached the neceſſity of righteouſneſs, and 
admoniſhed the people to adhere to the ſpiritual intent of 
the lau of Moſes, as well as to obſerve its ceremonies; warned 


them of the ewzls to come if they were diſobedient, and com- 


forted them with the promiſe of Gop's returning fawour if 
they repented. To qualify them for this office, the LoxD 
inſpired them with His HoLy SeiRIT: on theſe occaſions 
they ſpoke in the name of the LORD, and uttered unpremedi- 
tated predictions in ſublime and majeſtick language. 


Some - 
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Sometimes they foretold* the fate of thoſe nations with 
whom the Iſraelites were concerned, (of which we ſhall have 
occaſion to remark a variety of inſtances) but the principal 
ends of PROPHECY were, to keep up a conflant expectation 
of the MESsSIAH 2:1! he ſhould come into the world; and to 
ſerve afterwards as a TESTIMONY or wirneſs, that IE Sus 
CHRIST was really the promiſed SAVIOUR, 

As Abraham continued faithful in the midſt of an idolatrous 
generation, his poſterity was ſelected as @ peculiar people, 
amongſt whom Gop ſhewed forth His power and goodneſs; 
and the gift of prophecy was limited to this nation, whilſt the 
LorD vouchſafed to be their KING: by which means it was 
eaſy to diſcover, that the Divine Being had formed a moſt 
_ benevolent plan for the benefit of all mankind, which could 
not have been ſo well underſtood, if the predictions con- 
cerning the Everlaſting Covenant (which threw light on each 
other) had been made in diFerent nations; becauſe the con— 
tuſion of tongues had rendered many of thoſe who originally 


proceeded from Noah, ſtrangers to each other, and prevented 


the general intercourſe which ſubſiſted at firſt. 
It is generally believed, that Samuel inſtituted ſchools or 


colleges, conſiſting of young perſons of pious diſpoſitions, | 


who paſſed their time in the ſtudy. of the Scriptures, in order 
that they might be enabled to explain them to the people, 
and perhaps with the hopes of being honoured with revelations 
themſelves; one of their religious exerciſes was, ſinging the 
words of inſpiration contained in the Scriptures ; ſuch as the 
| prophecies of the patriarchs, the exhortations of Moſes, the 
ſong of the LORD, &c. to muſical inſtruments, 

Theſe young perfons being immediately under the direction 
of a propher, were called the ſons of the prophets, and ſome- 


times prophers; and whilſt they were reciting the words of 


inſpiration they were ſo, becauſe they ſpake not their own 


* See Biſhop Hurd's Sermons on Prophecy. 
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words, but declared to the people what the Lorkpd had re- 
vealed. The true meaning of the word propbet“ is, one who 
relates what the LORD hath ſpoken. 


* Dr. Sharpe on Prophecy. 


ER CTLvIE 


Tre I5RAELITES DESIRE A KING—Gop co 
MANDETH SAMUEL TO YIELD TO THEIR IM- 
PORTUNITY. 


ND it came to paſs when Samucl was old, 

that he made his ſons judges over Iirac!. 

Now the name of his firſt-born was Joel, and the 
name of his ſecond, Abiah : they were judges in 
Beer-ſheba, 

And his ſons walked not in his ways, but turned 
aſide after lacre, and took bribes, and perverted 
judgment. 

Then all the elders of Iſrael gathered theraſelves 
together, and came to Samuel, unto Ramah, and 
faid unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy ſons 
walk not in thy ways; now make us a king to judge 
us like all the nations. 

But the thing diſpleaſed Samuel, when they ſaid, 
Give us a king to judge us: And Samuel prayed 
unto the LoRD. | 

And the Loxp faid unto Samuel, Hearken unto 
the voice of the people in all that they ſay unto thee: 

Voi. H. <P for 
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for they have not* rejected thee only, but they have 
rejected me alſo, that I ſhould not reign over 
them. 

According to all the works which they have done 
ſince the day that I brought- them up out of Egypt, 
cven unto this day, wherewith they have forſaken 
me, and ſerved other gods; ſo do they alſo unto thee. 

Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit, 
yet proteſt ſolemnly unto them, and ſhew them the 
manner of the king that ſhall reign over them. 

And Samuel told all the words of the Loxd unto 
the people that aſłed of him a king. 

And he ſaid, This will be the manner of the king 
that ſhall reign over you: he will take your ſons, 


and appoint them for himſelf, for his chariots, and 


to be his horſemen, and ſome thall run before his 
chariots, 

And he will appoint him captains over thouſands, 
and captains over fifties, and will ſet them to ear his 
ground, and to reap his harveſt, and to make his in- 
ſtruments of war, and inſtruments of his chariots. 

And he will take your daughters to be confecti- 
onaries, and to, be cooks, and to be bakers. 

And he will take your fields and your vineyards, 
and your olive-yards, even the beſt of them, and 
give them to his ſervants. 

And he will take the tenth of your ſeed, and of 
your vinzyards, and give to his officers and to his 
ſervants. ES 

| * Eflay for a New Tranſlation. 
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And he will take your men-ſervants, and your 
maid-ſervants, and your goodlieſt young men, and 
your aſſes, and put them to his work. | 

He will take the tenth of your ſheep: and ye 
ſhall be his ſervants. 

And ye ſhall cry out in that day becauſe of your 
king which ye fil] have choten you; and the 
LoRD will not hear you in that day. 

Nevertheleſs, the people refuſed to obey the voice 
of Samuel; and they faid Nay, but we will have a 
king over us; that we alfo may be like all the nati- 
ons; and that our king may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles. 

And Samuel heard all the words. of the people, 
and he rehearſed them in the cars of the Lonp. 

And the Lorp ſaid to Samuel, Hearken unto 
their voice, and make them a king. And Samuel 
laid unto the men of Iſrael, Go ye every man unto 
his city, 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS. 


As Samuel was ſo good a man, there is no doubt but he 
had given his ſons a religious education, and that he thought 
them fit for the employments he appointed them to; but 
when they were at a diſtance from him, they did as young 
men are too apt to do, when they enter the world and act for 
themſelves, forget the admonitions of their pious parents, and 
ſuffer their minds to be allured from the ſtraight path of duty by 
the defire of riches: it does not appear however, that Samuel's 
lons diſhonoured Gop's holy worſhip as Eli's had done. 


DS: The 
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The people of Iſracl had not, at this time, a proper idea of 


Gop's peculiar ſovereignty over them, that he was to them 
injicad of a Ling; and being inclined to war, and having no 
general, they ſet themſelves to contriving what kind of leader 
would be beſt for them, inſtead of feeking to the Lord for 
direction; and as it had been intimated by Moſes, that they | 
ſhould at a future time have a king, they reſolved to have 
him immediately, without knowing the will of the Lokp, 
concerning this particular. 

Samuel was ſo exceedingly ſhocked at their folly, that he 
made no anſwer, but prayed to the LORD. The elders knew 
that Samuel was the prophet of the Lo RD, and that his admi- 
niſtration of juſtice had ever been mild and equitable. The 
miſconduct of his ſons he was till then ignorant of, and would 

| moſt likely have corrected; and it he was old, he had grown old 
] in their ſervice; therefore they were guilty of great ingrati- 
| tude to him. The venerable man ſhewed, however, very lit- 
tle concern for the indignities they offered, to himſelf, but 
g was diſtreſſed at finding they wiſhed to make a change in their 
affairs, which would be ſo much to their diſadvantage. They 
did not fay, give us a king that is good and wiſe, that will 
judge us better than thy ſons do, but a king like all the 
nations. | | 5 
How great were the folly and wickedneſs of the Iſraelites 
in making ſuch a requeſt, when the SUPREME BEING humſelt 
condeſcended to be called their KING; and in order to en- 
gage their attention to-Him, and make them perceive that 
He was in the midſt of them, had appointed a Tabernacle, 
| which might properly be called the Palace of the Diving 
| PRESENCE, with every enſign of royalty belonging to earthly 
| Princes! He alſo led them forth to battle, and ſubdued their 
enemies from before them; had ſettled them in a pleaſant 
and fruitful land, and given them ſuch laws as would, it” 


| properly obſerved, infallibly ſecure the peace of ſociety. 
Could 
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Could there poſſibly be a more happy government than that, 
in which the fountain of all wiſdom and power, j:{!tice and 
goodneſs preſided? Samuel therefore acquainte tem, in 
the name of the Lonp, with the arbitrary manner in wich 
thoſe nations whem they envied were governed, that they 
might be led to ſee their own ſuperiority; but his remon-— 
ſtrances were vain, and the Lok commanded him to com- 
ply with their defires.- Their demand of a king was both 
infolent and treaſonable, as it was throwing off Gop, and 
iubvering the government witch. He had eſtabliſhed. 

The Iirachtes ſeem, however, to have retained ſome de- 
gree of reverence towards Gop; tor we find that they re- 


? 


turned peaceably to tlieir houſes, and left the choice of the 
perſon to W Why. they. knew would ast as tlie LORD 
ſhould direct him; and there is no doubt but that the Pro- 
phet determin _ to proceed in this important affair accord- 
ing to the inſtructions of Moſes, before alluded to, which were 
as follow : 

When thou art come unto the land, which the Lonyn thy 
© GoD gweth thee, and ſhalt - poſieſs it, — ſhalt dwell 
therein, and ſlialt ſay, I will fet a king over me, like as 
all the nations that are about me; thou fhalt in any wite 


( ſet him king over thee, wiom the LORD thy Gobp all 


© chooſe; one from am: 60.7 thy brethren ſhalt thou'fet Ki. 

© 6yer thee: thou mayeſt not ſet à ſtranger over thee, hich 
© 1s not thy brother. But he ſhall not r multiply horſes to 
© himſelf, nor cauſe the people to return to Ley pt, to the 
end that he ſhould multiply horſes; foraſmuch as the 
© Lokp hath ſaid unto you, Ye mall henceforth return no 


H 


1 
CT 114 


© more that way. Neither hall he multiply Wives to l 
ſelf, that his heart turn not au ay: neither ſhall lie Seni 
multiply to himſelf ſilver and gold. — And it ſhall be, when 
he ſitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he ſhall 
write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which 


6 15 before the prieſts the Levites: and it hall be with him 


+a ++ 


318 S AU Ls PEDIGREE. 


© and he ſhall read therein all the days of his life: that he 
* may learn to fear the Loxp his Gop, to keep all the 
* words of this law and theſe ſtatutes, to do them: that his 
heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn 
not aſide from the commandment to the right hand or u to 
* the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he, and his-children, in the midſt of Ifrael*.” 
The kings of the earth were deſpotic princes, and treated 
their fubjects in the manner Samuel defcribed; yet the- 
perverſ> people, the Iſraelites, defired ſuch a king! 


Deut. xvii. 


VCC 


SAMUEL ANOINTETH' SAUL TO BE KING 
OVER ISRAEL. 


N there was a man of Benjamin, whoſe name 

was Kiſh, the ſon of Abiel, the ſon of Zeror, 
the ſon of Bechorath, the ſon of Aphiah, a Benjamite, 
a mighty man of power. 

And he had a ſon whoſe name was Saul, a choice 
young man, and a good]y: and there was not among 
the children of Iſrael a goodlier perſon than he; from 
his ſhoulders and upward he was higher than any of 
the people. 

And the afles of Kith, Saul's father, were loſt; 
And Eich ſaid to Saul his ſon, Take now one of the 
ſervants with thee, and ariſe, go ſeek the aſſes. 

And he paſſed through mount Ephraim, and paſſed 
e the land of Shaliſha: but they found them 

: then they paſſed through the land of Shalim; 
and 
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and there they were not; and he paſſed through the 
land of the Benjamites, but they found them not. 

And when they were come to the land of Zuph, 
Saul ſaid to his ſervant that was with him, Come, 
and let us return; left my father leave caring for the 
aſſes, and take thought for us. 

And he faid unto him, Behold now, there is in 
this city a man of Gon, and he is an honourable 
man; ail that he faith cometh furely to pais: now 
let us go thither; peradventure he can ſhew us our 
way that we ſhould go. 

Then ſaid Saul to his ſervant, But behold, if we 
go, what thall we bring the man? for the bread is 
ſpent in our veſſels, and there is not a preſent to 
bring to the man of Gop: what have we? and the 
ſervant anſwered Saul again and ſaid, Behold, I have 
here at hand the fourth part of a ſhekel of flyer: that 
will I give to the man of Cop, to tell us our way. 

(Before- time in Iſrael, when a men went to enqui!2 
of Gop, thus he ſpake, Come, and let us go to the 
Seer: for he that is now called a Prophet, was before- 
time called a Seer:) Then faid Saul to his ſervant, 
Well faid; come let us go. So they went unto the 
city where the man of Gop was. 

And as they went up the hill to the city, they found 
young maidens going out to draw water, and ſaid unto 
them, Is the Seer here? and they anſwered them, an 
ſaid, He is, behold he is before you: make hafte now: 
for he came to-day to the city; for there is a ſacrifice 
of the people to day in the high place. | 


4 As 
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As ſoon as ye be come into the city, ye ſhall ſtraight- 
way find him, before he go up to the high-place to 
cat: for the people will not eat until he come, be- 
cauſe he doth bleſs the ſacrifice, and afterwards they 
eat that be bidden. Now therefore get ye up, for 
about this time ye ſhall find him. | 

And they went up into the city: and when they 
were come into the city, behold Samuel came out 
againſt them for to go up to the high place. 

Now the Lorp had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, ſaying, "T'o-morrow about this 
time J will ſend thee a man out of the land of Benja- 
min, and thou ſhalt anoint him to be captain over my 
people Iſrael that he may ſave my people out of the 
hand of the Fhiliſtines ; for I have looked unto my 
people, becauſe their cry is come unto me. 

And when Samuel ſaw Saul, the Loxp ſaid unto 
him, Behold the man whom I ſpake to thee of : this 
ſame ſhall reign over my people. 

Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and 
laid, Lell me, I pray thee, where the Secr's houſe is. 

And Samuel anſwered Saul, and ſaid, I am the 


Seer: go up before me unto the high place, for ye 


ſhall eat with me to day; and to-morrow I will let 
thee go, and will tell thee all that is in thine heart, 
nd as for thine aſſes that were loft three days ago, 


ſet not thy mind on them, for they are found. And 
on Whom 1s all the defire of Iſrael? is it not on thee, 
and on all thy father's houſe? and Saul anſwered and 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, Am not Ia Benjamite, of the ſmalleſt of the 
tribes of Iſrael? and my family the leaſt of all the fa- 
milies of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore then 
ſpeakeſt thou ſo to me? and Samuel took Saul and his 
ſervant, and brought them into the parlour, and 
made them fit in the chiefeſt place among them that 
were bidden, which were about thirty perſons. 

And Samuel faid unto the cook, bring the portion 
which I gave thee, of which I ſaid unto thee, Set it 
by thee. 

And the cook took up the ſhoulder, and that which 
was upon it, and ſet it before Saul. And Samuel 
ſaid, Behold that which is left, ſet it before thee, and 
cat: for unto this time hath it been kept for thee, 


lince I faid I have invited the people. So Saul did 


cat with Samuel that day. 

And when they were come down from the high 
place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul 
upon the top cf the houſe. | 

And they aroſe early: and it came to pals about the 
ſpring of the day, that Satauel called Saul to the top 
of the houſe, ſaying, Up, that I may {end thee away. 
And Saul aroſe, and they went out both of them, he 


and Samuel ahroad. 
And- as they were going down to the end of the 


city, Satauel faid to Saul, Bid the ſervant paſs on be- 
fore us (and he paſſed on) but ſtand thou fall a while, 


that I may ſhew thee the word of Goo. 
Then Jamuzl tog a vial of oil, and poured it upon 
his head, and kiſſed him, and faid, Is it not becauſe 
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the Lon p hath anointed thee to be captain over his 
mheritance ? 

When thou art departed from me to-day, then 
thou ſhalt find two men by Rachel's ſepulchre, in 
the border of Benjamin, at Zelzah, and they will 
ſay unto thee, The aſſes, which thou wenteſt to ſeek, 
are found: and lo thy father hath leit the care of the 
aſſes, and ſorroweth for you, ſaying, What ſhall ! 
do for my fon? 

Then ſhalt thou go on forward from thence, and 
thou ſhalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there 
| thall meet thee three men going up to Gop to Bethel, 
one carrying three kids, and another carrying three 
loaves of bread, and another carrying a bottle of 
wine. And they will falute thee, and give thee two 
loaves of bread ; which thou ſhalt receive of their hands. 

After that, thou ſhalt come to the hill of Gop, 
where is the garriſon of the Philiſtines; and it ſhall 
come to paſs when thou art come thither to the city, 
that thou ſhalt meet a company of prophets coming 
down from the high place, with a pfaltery, and a ta- 
bret, and a pipe, and a Pp before them, and they 
thall propheſy. 

And the Spirit of the LoRD will come e upon thee, 
and thou ſhalt propheſy with them, and ſhalt be 
turned into another man, 

And let it ke when theſe ſigns are come unto "hes 
that thou do as occaſion ſhall ſerve thee, for Gon 
is with thce.. Ts 3 

And thou ſhalt go down before me to Gilgal, and 
behold, J will come down unto thee, to offer burnt- 
| _ offerings 
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offerings, and to facritice ſacrifices of peace-offcrings : 
ſeven days ſhalt thou tarry, till I come to thee, and 
ſhew thee what thou ſhalt do. 

And it was ſo, that when Saul had turned his back 
to go from Samuel, Gop gave him another heart: 
and all thoſe ſigus came to paſs that day. 

And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a 
company of prophets met him: and the Spirit of 
Gor came upon him, and he propheſied among 
them. 

And it came to paſs when all that knew him be- 
fore-time faw, that behold, he propheſied among the 
prophets, then the people ſaid one to another, What 
is this that is come unto the ſon of Kith? is Saul alſo 
among the prophets? and one of the ſame place an- 
ſwered, and ſaid, Eut who is their father? therefore 
it became a proverb, Is Saul alſo among the pro- 
phets? And when he had made an end of propheſying, 
he came to the high-place. 

And Saul's uncle ſaid unto him, and to his ſervant, 
W hither went ye? and he ſaid, To feck the aſſes: 
and when we ſaw that they were no where, we came 
to Samuel. . | | 

And Saul's uncle faid, Tell me, I pray thee, what 
Samuel ſaid unto you. 

And Saul faid unto his uncle, He told us plainly 
that the aſſes were S But of the matter of the 
kingdom, V erec Samuel ſpake, he told him not. 


— 
5 


ANNOTA.. 


GO D's FAITHFULNE SS. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Though the Divine Majefly was ſo openly inſulted, Gop, 
in remembrance of his covenant with Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, had compaſſion on their head-ſtrong deſcendants, and 
ſclected for their ſovereign a man proper for the high office; 
and ſo diſtinguiſhed for the graces of his perſon, as to pre- 
ſerve him from the contempt of the heathen, who paid great 
regard to outward qualifications. His commanding aſpect 
was likewiſe calculated to ſtrike awe into his ſubjects, and 
prevent their familiarity or inſults. 

Saul's going himſelf to ſeck his father's aſſes, ſhews the 
ſimplicity of manners which prevailed in thoſe times. Saul's 
ignorance in reſpect to Samuel, proves, that religion was 
then at a very low ebb, otherwiſe all Iſrael would have 
known the prophet of the LoRD. We muſt not ſuppoſe that 
Samuel was regarded as a kind of fortune-teller: the preſent. 
which Saul meant to make him, was an offering of reſpect, . 
as the chief magiſtrate ; for it was cuſtomary to pay this kind 
| of homage. SFER is another word of the ſame ſignification 
j as PROPHET—one who ſees in viſions what the LORD re- 
N veals, There is ſomething very wonderful in this tranſac- 
| tion, which ſhews the over-ruling Providence of Gop, who 
can bring about great events by the moſt trifling means. 
Saul ſought his father's aſſes, and found a kingdom. The 
LoRD had made known ſecretly to Samuel Saul's coming; ſo 
we are to underſtand the expreſſion, that zhe Lokbd zold him 
in his ear. | | 

Saul was greatly ſurpriſed at what Samuel communicated 
to him, and behaved with becoming humility; Samuel 
therefore, in aſſurance that what he foretold ſhould certainly 
come to paſs, took Saul to a retired place, and there anoint- 
ed him, ſaluting him with a kiſs as a mark of honour 

| | wy and 
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and allegiance, and then informed him of the nature aud 
duty of his office; that he was to conſider himſelf as Cae- 
TAIN over thoſe who were called the LoRD's inheritance, or 
God's peculiar people, and therefore he was accountable to 
Gop for all his actions, In farther confirmation to Saul, 
that he would certainly be placed on the throne of IIracl, 
Samuel predicted ſome trifling circumſtances which would 
occur in his journey, but which would by their completion 
prove, that Samuel was really inſpired. He then told him, 
that “ he ſhould meet a company of prophets,” &c. 

Saul immediately on his departure from Samuel, felt that 
Gop had made him another man: * * A new fire was 
« kindled in his breaſt; his mind panted with ardent defirc 
to perform great exploits, and from a huſbandman he 
© found himſelf changed to a general, a ſtateſman, and a a 
prince.“ Full of theſe exalted thoughts, he arrived at a 
place called God's Hill (on account of the reſidence of the 
prophets) ; here he met a company of the ſons or diſciples of 
the prophets, with their ſacred muſic; and the Spixtr of 
of the Lord came ſuddenly upon him, ſo that he was able 
to join, without any previous inſtruction, in exaiting the 
name of the LoRD with holy rapture, 

Saul's neighbours might well be aſtoniſhed at finding him 
engaged in ſuch an employment; „but one of them an- 
© ſwered and ſaid, who is their father ?* which is ſuppoſed 
to mean, is not GoD their inſtructor? who could make Saul 
a prophet as well as the reſt. | 

. _ Before Saul returned home, he went to the high place, or 
place 'of public worſhip, to offer up his thankſgivings, and 
did not boaſt of the honour that had been conferred on Jum, 
which was an inſtance of his humility and prudence, 
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SAMUEL ASSEMBLETH THE PEOPLE—CASTETH 
Lors FoR A KING—AND SAUL Is CHOSEN— 
THE ISRAELITES APPROVE HIM. 


AY Samuel called the people together unto the 

Loxp to Mizpeh; and faid unto the children 
of Iſrael, Thus faith the Loxd Gop of Iſrael, I 
brought up Iſrael out of Egypt, and delivered you 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the 
hand of all kingdoms, and of them that oppreſſed 
you. 

And ye have this day rejected your Gop, who 
| himſelf ſaved you out of all your adverſities and your 
tribulations: and ye have ſaid unto him, Nay, but 
ſet a king over us. Now therefore preſent yourſelves 
before the Lok D, by your tribes, and by your thou- 
ſands. | 

And when Samuel had cauſed all the tribes of If- 
rael to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 

When he had cauſed the tribe of Benjamin to come 
near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, 
and Saul the fon of Kith was taken: and when they 
ſought him, he could not be found. 

Therefore they enquired of the Loxp further, it 
the man ſhould yet come thither: and the Lord 
anſwered, Behold, he hath hid himſelf among the 
tuff, | 

| And 


S AUL MADE KING. 
And they ran and fetched him thence: and when 


ue ſtood among the people, he was higher than any of 


the people, from his ſhoulders and upward. 

And Samuel ſaid to the people, See ye him whom 
the LorD hath choſen, that there is none like him 
among all the people? And all the people ſhouted, 
and faid, Gop ſave the king. 


Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 


kingdom, and wrote it in 2 book, and laid it up be- 
fore the Lox p: and Samuel ſent all the people away, 
every man to his houſe, 

And Saul allo went home to Gibeah, and there 
went with him a band of men, whoſe hearts Gor 
had touched, 

But the children of Belial ſaid, How ſhall this man 
ſave us? And they deſpiſed him, and brought him no 
preſents: but he held his peace, 


ANNOT ATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Samuel called a folemn aſſembly of the people in order to 
elect their king, but firſt reproved them for their folly in 
deſiring to have one; and though he knew the will of Gon, 
and had already anointed Saul, he gave the people the fa. 
tisfaction of caſting lots, that they might be convinced that 
Saul was really appointed by the LoRp, who alone could 
determine the lot to fall agrecably to Samuel's election. It 
is probable, that Saul was apprehenſive that the people 
would reject him with ſcorn and contempt, as he was of the 
meaneſt of the tribes, which made him reſolve to conceal 
himſelf till the matter was determined. What Samuel 
wrote in a book, is not known; perhaps it was a covenant 

| between 
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between the King and people, in which he promiſed to go- 
vern them agreeably to the will of the Lorp, and they to 
pay him allegiance. 

A learned author * thinks, that the Prophet made a gi. 
ter to teſtify to the people, if they ſhould afterwards be un- 
happy under the arbitrary government of their kings, that 
they had brought the evils upon themſelves, and were juſtly 
puniſhed for rejecting the Lo RD, who had delivered them out 
of the hand of tbaſe that oppreſſed them, and ſaved them out of 
all tbeir tribulations. 


* Biſhop Patrick, 


0 


THE AMMONITES ENCAMP AGAINST JABESH 
_ GILEAD=—SAUL DELIVERS THEM OUT OF 
THEIR HANDS, AND IS CONFIRMED IN HIS 
K1NGDOM. 


HEN Nahaſh the Ammonite came up, and 

encamped againſt Jabeſh-gilead: and all the 
men of Jabeſh ſaid unto Nahaſh, Make a covenant 
with us, and we will ſerve thee. 

And Nahaſh the Ammonite anſwered them, On 
this condition will I make a covenant with you, that 
I may thruſt out all your right eyes, and lay it for 
a reproach upon all Iſrael. 

And the elders of Jabeſh ſaid unto him, Give us 
| ſeven days reſpite, that we may ſend meſſengers unto. 
all the coaſts of Iſrael: and then if there be no man to 


fave ns, we will come out to thee. 
Then 
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'T'hen came the mefengers to Gibeah of Saul, and 
told the tidings in the cars of the people: and all the 
people lift up their voices, and wept. 

And behold, Saul came after the herd out of the 


field, and Saul ſaid, What aileth the people that they 


weep? And they told him the tidings of the men of 
Jabeſh. | 
And the Spirit of Go» came upon Saul, when he 
heard thoſe tidings, and his anger was kindled 
greatly. 
And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in 


pieces, and ſent them throughout all the coaſts of 1t- 


rae] by the hands of meſſengers, ſaying, Whoſoever 
cometh not forth after Saul, and after Samuel, fo ſhall 
it be done unto his oxen : and the fear of the Lord 
fell on the people, and they came out with one con- 
ſent. | 
And when he nt red them in Bezek, the chi! - 
dren of Iſrael were three lundred thouſand, and the 
men of Judah thirty thouſand, 
And they faid unto the meſſengers that came, I hus 
hall ye ſay unto the men of Jabeſh-gilead, Ho-mor— 
TOW by that time the fun be hot, ye ſhall have help. 
And the meſſengers came and ſhewed it to the men of 


Jabeſh, and they were glad. 

Therefore the men of Jabeſh ſaid, 'To-morrow w 
will come out unto vou, and ye thall do with us al 
that ſeemeth good unto you. 

And it was fo on the morrow, that Saul put the 
people in three companies, and they came into the 
paid} 


« 
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midſt of the hoſt in the morning watch, and ſlew the 
Ammonites, until the heat of the day: and it came to 
paſs, that they which remained were ſcattered, ſo that 
two of them were not left together. 

And the people ſaid unto Samuel, Who is he that 
ſaid, Shall Saul reign over us? Bring the men, that 
we may put them to death, 

And Saul ſaid, There ſhall not a man be put re 
death this day: for to-day the Lon p hath wrouzt:: 
ſalvation in Iſracl. 

Then ſaid Samuel to the people, Come, and let u- 
go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 

And all the people went to Gilgal, and there the, 
made Saul king before the Loxp in Gilgal: and 
there they ſacrificed ſacrifices of peace-offerings be 
fore the LoxD: and there Saul and all the men of 
Iſrael rejoiced greatly. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


To what an abject condition muſt the inhabitants of Jabel 
Gilead have been reduced! It is plain they had no confidence 
in the aid of the LoR D, nor did they attempt to ſeek it, be- 
ing conſcious that as Iſrael had rejected Gop, they had nv 

claim to His aſſiſtance; therefore, in order to ſave their lives, 
they determined to ſubmit to ſlavery; the terms which Na- 
haſh propoſed to them, were of the moſt humiliating kind. 
% The reaſon he deſired to have their right eyes put out, 
was, that they might be rendered incapable of fighting ei- 
ther with their bows and arrows, or with ſwords and ſhields. 
In combat the left eye is uſually covered with the ſhield; 


and 
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and in ſhooting with the bow, it is cuſtomary to wink with 
it.“ Such conditions were too injurious to be immediately 
complied with, the men of Jabeſh therefore begged a ſhort 
reſpite. Nahaſh had ſo mam an opinion of the people that 
tie made no objection to their requeſt, ſuppoſing that it was 
impoſſible for them to obtain ſuccours in ſo ſhort a ſpace of 
time. | 

As ſome few amongſt the I{raclits were diſaffected to Saul, 
he had choſen rather to return to his private ſtation, after 
he was elccted, than to be the cauſe of civil diſſenſion; but 
as ſoon as he beheld his people in diſtreſs, he reſolved to act 
as became the captain of the Lord's inheritance, and was in- 
ſtantly inſpired with courage to oppoſe the Ammonites. Saul 
ſhewed great ſkill as well as bravery in the exertion of his 
authority; he bad now an opportunity of.revengeing himſelf 
on thoſe who had oppoſed his being ciected; but with a true 
gencroſity and nobleneſs of ſpirit, hie forgave their injurious 
treatment, and imputed his ſucceſs to the power of the Lord: 
by this moderation, he gained the applauſes of the people, 
ho now uranimmfly conſented to confirm him in the kingdom. 
Happy would it have been for Saul, if he had continued to 
act on ſuch principles, 


U LAME, 


SAMUEL TESTIFIETH HIS INTEGRITY. 


ND Samuel ſaid unto all Iſrael, Behold, I have 
hearkened unto your voice in all that ye faid 
unto me, and have made a king over you. And 
now, behold, the king walketh before you: and I 
am old and grey-headed : and behold, my ſons are 
5 with 
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with you: and I have walked beſore you from my 
childhood unto this day, 

Behold, here I am, witneſs againſt me before dh. 
Lorp, and before his anointed : whoſe ox have! 
taken? or whole aſs have I taken ? or whom have 
defrauded ? whom have I oppreſſed? or of whoſe 
hand have I received any bribe to blind mine cy«5 
therewith ? and I will reſtore it to vou. 

And they faid, Thou haſt not defrauded us, not 
oppreſlicd us, neither haſt thou taken ought of any 
man's hand, 

And he faid unto them, Ihe Loan is witnets 
againſt you, and his anointed is witneſs this day, 
that ye have not found ought in my hand. And 
they anſwered, He is witneſs. | 

And Samuel faid unto the people, Id is the Lonp 
that advanced Moſes and Aaron, and that brovgtit 
your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

Now therefore ſtand ſtill, that I may rcafon with 
you before the Loxp, of all the rightcous acts of the 
LorpD which he did to you and to your fathers. 

When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fa- 
thers cried unto the Loxp, then the Lorp ſent 
Moſes and Aaron, which brought forth your fathc; 
out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 

And when they forgat the Lox p their Gop, hc 
ſold them into the hand of Siſera, captain of the ho!! 
of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philiſtines, and 


into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought 
againſt them, | 
And 
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And they cried unto the Lonp, and ſaid, We 
have ſinned, becauſe we have forſaken the Log p, 
and have ſerved Baalim and Aihtaroth: but nov de- 
liver us out of the hand of our enecmics, and we will 
ſerve thee. 

And the Lok ſent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and 
Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the 
hand of your enemies on every fide, and ye dwelled 
fake. And when ye ſaw that Nahaſh the king of the 
children of Ammon came againſt you, ye ſaid unto 
me, Nay ; but a king ſhall reign over us: when the 
LorD your Gop was your king. 

Now therefore behold the king whom ye have 
choſen, and whom ye have deſired : and behold, the 
LorD hath ſet a king over you. 

If ye will fear the Loxp, and ſerve him, and obey 
his voice, and not rebel againſt the commandment of 
the LoxD, then ſhall both ye, and alſo the king that 
reigneth over you, continue following the LoRU 
your Go. 

But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lon, 
but rebel againſt the commandment of the Lox, 
then ſhall the hand of the Lord be againſt you, as 
it was againſt your fathers. 5: 

Now therefore ſtand and fee this great thing which 
the LoxD will do before your eyes. 

Is it not wheat-harveſt to-day ? I will call unto 
the LoRD, and he ſhall ſend thunder and rain : that 
ye may perceive and ſee that your wickedneſs is great 
which 
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which ye have done in the fight of the Lord in aſk- 
ing you a king. 

So Samuel called unto the LorD, and the Lond 
ſent thunder and rain that day: and all the people 
greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. 

And all the people ſaid unto Samuel, pray for thy 
ſervants unto the Lox D thy Gor, that we die not: 
for we have added unto all our fins this evil, to aſk 
us a king. | 

And Samuel faid unto the people, Fear not: ye 
have done all this wickedneſs: yet turn not aſide 
from following the Lox D, but ſerve the LoR D with 
all your heart; and turn ye not aſide: for then 
ſhould ye go after vain things, which cannot profit 
nor deliver, for they are vain. 

For the Lord will not forſake his people, for his 
great name's ſake : becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lok D 
to make you his people. 

Moreover, as for me, Gop forbid that I mould 
fin againſt the Lox p, in ceaſing to pray for you: but 
I will teach you the good and the right way : only 
fear the Loxp, and ſerve him in truth with all your 
heart : for conſider how great things he hath done 
for you. 

But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
ſumed, both ye and your king. 


ANNOTA, 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


By the affecting diſcourſe which Samuel made to . the 
Iſrachtes, when he was going to reſign the government into 
Saul's hands, we may learn, that he was not inſenſible to the 
indignity they had put upon him, after ſo many years faith- 
ful ſervices; he therefore required, for the ſake of his repu- 
tation, that if they had any crime to alledge againſt him, they 
would accuſe him to his face, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating himſelf: they could do no leſs than 
bear an honourable teſtimony to the whole of his conduct, 
which had been regulated by the ſtricteſt rules of integrity 
and juſtice. Samuel left it to their conſciences to reproach 
them, for deſerting him in his old age, and proceeded to in- 
ſtruct them in their duty. 

They were rejoicing before Gop with their king, and as 
Saul's firſt act of royal power had been bleſſed with ſucceſs, 
they might think there was no harm in deſiring to have a 
king: Samuel therefore called to mind the various ſucceſſes 
they had experienced under the immediate direction of the 
LokD; and aſſured them that, if they wiſhed for happinets, 
they muſt ſtill place their whole dependance on him, and 
then their king might prove a bleſſing to them; but to ſhew 
that the Lok D was really diſpleaſed with them, he called on 
Him to give them a miraculous ſign: this brought the peo— 
ple to a ſenſe of their ſin, and they were glad to implore Sa- 
muel to intercede for their pardon, who aſſured them ot his 
willingneſs to inſtruct them in their duty, and of his earneſt. 
prayers for their welfare; and comforted them under their 
preſent fears, with promiſes, that if they would abſtain from 
idolatry, and kept ſtedfaſt in the way cf Gop's command- 
ments, the LoRD would ſtill continue to bleſs both them 
and their king; but warned them at the ſame time, that if 
they did wickedly, they ſhould be conſumed. How Kind and 


faithfal 
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faithful was his advice; how affectionate his behaviour, not- 
withſtanding they had ſhewn ſuch contempt of his authority! 

Samuel's inſtructions to Saul and the Iſraelites, are ſuitable 
to all kings, and all people. An obſervance of the rules he 
preſcribes, will infallibly bring proſperity and happineſs on 
any nation. The violation ot them will as certainly provoke 
the Lorkp to ſend down His judgments.—A proper conſi- 
deration on the numberleſs national and private bleſſings 
which are beſtowed by the bountiful hand of Providence, 
will furniſh the beſt motive for obedience. Let us then, as 
Samuel adviſed the Iſraelites, “ conſider how great things 
the Lo Ro has done for us, that we may fear Him, and ſerve 
Him in truth, with all our heart; and never turn aſide after 
vain things that cannot profit nor deliver.” 


N . LAH 


SAUL OFFERETH A SACRICE—SAMUEL 
REPROVETH HIM. 


GAUL reigned one year; and when he had reigned 
x two years over Iſrael, Saul choſe him three thou- 
ſand men of Iſrael; whereof two thouſand were with 
Saul in Michmaſh and in mount Beth-el, and a thou- 
ſand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: 
and the reſt of the people he ſent every man to his 
tent. e Be 

And Jonathan ſmote the garriſon of the Philiſtines 
that was in Geba: and the Philiſtines heard of it, 
And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, 


ſaying, Let the Hebrews hear, 
. IN And 
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And all Iſrael heard ſay that Saul had ſmitten a gar- 
riſon of the Philiſtines, and that Iſrael was had in 
abomination with the Philiſiines. And the people 
were called together after Saul to Gilgal. 

And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together 
to fight with Iſrael, thirty thouſand chariots, and fix 
thoufand horſemen, and people as the ſand which is 
on the ſea-ſhore in multitude: and they came up, 
and pitched in Michmaſh, eaſtward from Beth- 
aven. 

When the men of Iſrael ſaw that they were in a 
ſtrait (for the people were diſtreſſed) then the people 
did hide themſelves in caves, and in thickets, and in 
rocks, and in high places, and in pits, 

And ſome of the Rebrews went over Jordan to the 
land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul he was yet in 
Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 

And he tarried ſeven days, according to the ſet 
time that Samuel appointed: but Samuel came to 
(ileal: and the people were ſcattered from him. 

And Saul faid, Bring hither a burnt-offering to 
ine, and peace-offerings. And he offered the burnt- 
offering. 

And it came to paſs, that as ſoon as he had made 
an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Sa- 
muel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he 
might ſalute him. 

And Samuel faid, What haſt thou done? and Saul 
laid, Becauſe I ſaw that the people were ſcattered from 

Vol. II, Q. me, 


338 SAULs EXCUSE.S. 


me, and that thou cameſt not within the days appoint- 
ed, and that the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together 
to Michmaſh; Therefore ſaid I, the Philiſtines will 
come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not 
made ſupplication unto the LoR D: I forced myſelf 
therefore, and offered a burnt-offering. 

And Samuel faid to Saul, Thou haſt done fool- 
iſhly: thou haſt not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy Gop which he commanded thee: for now 
would the Loxp have eſtabliſhed thy kingom upon Iſ- 
rael for ever. 

But now thy kingdom ſhall not continue: the 

LorD hath ſought him a man after his own heart, 
and the LoxD hath commanded him to be captain 
over his people, becauſe thou haſt not kept that which 
the LoRD commanded thee, 

And Samuel aroſe and gat him up from Gilgal unto 
Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the peo- 
ple that were preſent with him about ſix hundred 
men. Is a 

And Saul and Jonathan his ſon, and the people 
that were preſent with them, abode in Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin: but the Philiſtines encamped in Michmaſh. 

And the ſpoilers came out of the camp of the Phi- 
liſtines in three companies: one company turned unto 
the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of Shual : 

And another company turned the way to Beth-horon: 
2nd another company turned to o the valley of Zeboin 
toward the wilderneſs. 


Now 
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Now there was no ſmith found throughout all the 
land of Iſrael: for the Philiſtines had ſaid, Left the 
Hebrews make them ſwords or ſpears. 

But all the Iſraelites went down to the Philiſtines to 


ſharpen every man his ſhare, and his coulter, and his 
ax, and his mattock. 

Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and tor the 
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to 
{ſharpen the goads. 

So it came to paſs in the day of battle, that there 
was neither ſword nor ſpear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: 
but with Saul and with Jonathan his fon was there 
found. 


And the garriſon of the Philiſtines went out to the 
paſſage of Michmath, 


ANNOTATIONS apx REFLECTIONS. 


Saul's conduct in reſpect to diſbanding luis army was very 
politick: Jonathan his ſon, was a perſon of great bravery, 
but in ſmiting a garriſon of the Philiſtines he was guilty of 42 
very raſh action; it is ſuppoſed he did it at his father's com- 
mand, and that it was a breach of ſome treaty between 
Iſrael and the Philiftines; which ſo enraged the latter, that 
they thirſted for revenge. When the enemy had a vaſt army 
ready, Saul began to collect forces to oppoſe them; but we find 
luis troops had no heart to the combat, and expreſſed the ut- 
moſt conſternation and deſpair. As Samuel was abſent, they 
knew not how to have recourſe to the LoRD ; and without an 
allurance of the Divine . their ſpirits ſunk within 
them, 
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It appears to have been a rule eſtabliſhed by Divine au- 
thority, that the king ſhould wait ſeven days without engaging 
in any important undertaking till the prophet of the Lo xD 
arrived; Samuel had publicly declared, that the condition of 
Seul's eſtabliſhment on the throne, was, his fearing Gov, 
and obeying His commands; and that if he rebelled againſt the 
LoRD, he ſhould he conſumed. Saul, regardleſs of this, in 
the firſt inſtance he had of ſhewing his obedience, determined 
to act for himſelf, as if the LokD was ſubject to His will, 
and he had a right to expect an anſwer from Him by any 
means he himſelf choſe; and therefore, though he was nei- 
ther prieſt nor prophet, preſumed to offer ſacrifices*, con- 
trary to the law of Moſes. By this precipitate ſtep, he highly 
provoked Gop, and forfeited his right to the crown. When 
Samuel reproved him, he began to juſtify himſelf by falſe and 
mean excuſes, which proved, that+ he knew he had behaved 
wrong; and his whole conduct ſhews, that he intended to act 
in an arbitrary manner, independant of Gop and his prophet, 
and thereſore he was threatned to be rejected by the LoRp. 


Though Saul's crime may appear at firſt a very trifling matter, 


we may be certain, from the heavy diſpleaſure of Gop, that 
it proceeded from the worſt motives. He aSted as an inde- 
pendant Sovereign, not as Captain of the LORD's inheritance. 

The Philiſtines, in their former conqueſts having captured 
all the ſmiths, and prevented their return, the Iſraelites 
were ill-furniſhed to contend with ſuch mighty armies, having 
no weapons, beſides their utenſils for huſbandry, excepting 
bows and arrows, flings and ſtones, with which ſome of them 
were very expert. | 

It is ſuppoſedt that there is an error in the tranſlation, re- 
ſpecting the number of chariots which the Philiſtines are faid 
to have had, and that inſtead of zbirry thouſand chariots, they 
had cnly three thouſand, 


* Num. xviii. 7. + Chandler's Life of King David. t Effay for 
a new Tranſlation, 
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Whilſt Saul and his little army remained in a ſtate of ſuſ- 
pence, fearful of attacking the Philiſtines, yet unwilling to 
flee from them, his ſon Jonathan, who had not only a conſi- 
derable ſhare of natural courage, but great faith in God, 
was impatient for action; but as he had not received orders 
from Saul, he could not march his forces to battle; he therefore 
propoſed to his armour-hearer to make an experiment, by 
which he ſhould diſcover, whether the Loxp would be with 
them or not: this was, to ſhew themſelves to the Philiſtines 
from the rock; and it they ſhould ſay, come up to us, he 
ſhould regard it as a ſign that the Lo xD approved his zeal, 
and would exert His Divine power; which could render one 
man equal to an hoſt, as the LoRD could ſave by many or by few. 
His armour-bearer agreed to the propoſal, and they received 
the very ſign they wiſhed for; upon which, they climbed the 
rock, and confident of the aid of the Lord, immediately at- 
tacked the Philiſtines; who, ſeized with ſudden fear, fell be- 
fore them. There was at the ſame time an earthquake, and 
the Philiſtines, in the utmoſt confuſion, deſtroyed each other, 
turning every man his ſword againſt his fellow; ſo that the 
care they had taken to prevent the Iſraelites having any 
ſwords, proved ineffectual. 

Saul being apprized by the watchman that there was a 
laughter amongſt the enemy, began numbering his troops; 
when, to his aſtoniſhment, none were miſſing but Jonathan 
and his armour-bearer. Saul had with him in the camp, a 
prieſt named Ahiah, of the houſe of Eli, whom he had, as 
is ſuppoſed, ſent for when Samuel left him, and he had 
brought the ark with him; the king therefore deſired the 
prieſt to enquire of Gop, for he found himſelf quite at a loſs 
what courſe to take, Before the prieſt had done fo, they heard 
the ſhouting in the camp of the enemy, and underſtood that 
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the Lo p fought for Ifrael; upon this, the king gave imme. 
diate command for his troops to follow him, and haſtened to 
the combat; which he purſued with ſuch fury, that there was 
a great ſlaughter; many who had deſerted him, returned to 
their duty, and thoſe who had hid themſclves came forth to 
join him, / the LoRD ſaved Iſrael that day. 

Saul being apprehenſive, that the people, finding plenty of 
proviſions in the enemy's camp, would be tempted to ſtay 
and feaſt themſelves, inſtead of purſuing the victory, gave 
a ſevere order, that none ſhould touch any kind of food 
that day on pain of death, and bound himfelf with an oath to 
put it in execution, Jonathan and his armour-bearer were 
abſent when this curſe was denounced, and marching their 
army through a wood, in which there was ſuch plenty of 
honey that it even dropped on the ground, Jonathan took up 
a littleupon the end of his ſtaff, which refreſhed him excecd- 
ingly, atter the great fatigue he had undergane, He was 
then informed of his father's oath, of which the people were 
{o obſervant, that though extremely faint, not one ventured 
to indulge his appetite. Jonathan remarked how unreaſonable 
luis father's conduct was, ſince the troops might have extended 
their conqueſts, it their ftrength had been renewed by alittle 
. nouriſhment. _ | 

In the evening when the reſtraint was taken off, the people 
were ſo eager for food, that they had not patience to ſtay till 
their meat was dreſſed; but, contrary to their law, and like 
' a fet of ſavage barbarians, began to deyour their food whillt 
the blood ran. When Saul was informed of it, he com- 
manded, that they ſhould for the future, kill their cattle at 
a place appointed by him: the people immediately complied, 
On this occalion, Saul built an altar, that he might offer ſa- 
crifice, either by way of atonement for the people's ſin, or in 
acknowledgment of the late victory. He then deſired to re- 
new the purſuit of the Philiſtines; but the prieſt propoſed, 
| that 
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that they ſhould firſt enquire of Gop: he accordingly did ſo, 
but received no anſwer. Saul unwilling to ſuppoſe himſelt 
in any fault, immediately concluded that there was ſome in 
the camp who had incurred his curſe by eating food; he 
therefore made a raſh vow, that the offender ſhould be put 
to death, even if it were Jonathan his ſon. The people would 
make no diſcovery; therefore he proceeded to caſt lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonathan, who readily confeſſed, that being 
overcome with faintneſs, he had taſted a little honey, not 
knowing of his father's interdiction. Saul inſtead of expreſ- 
ſing that grief, which a diſcovery like this would naturally oc- 
caſion in the breaſt of an affectionate father, without one ex- 
preſton of tenderneſs and regret, condemned him to inſtant 
death; ſay ing, Gop ds to me, and more alſo; but thou ſhalt 


ſurely die Fonathan, The people however reſcued him, for 


they were reſolved that this valiant prince, who had been ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by the favour of the Lorp, in that 
day's ſignal victory, ſhould not be put to death for an offence 
which he had ignorantly committed; not doubting, but that 
the LokD would accept an atonement for his ſin, if it were 
one. As for Saul, he certainly had expoſed himſelf to the 
curle of Gop, and it afterwards fell upon him, 
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SAMUEL SENDETH SAUL TO DESTROY THE. 


AMALEKITES—HE SPARETH THE KING AND 
THE BEST OF THE OSPOIL—HE IS REJECTED 
BY GOD FOR HIS DISOBEDIENCE., 


EN Saul went up from following the Philiſ- 
N tines: and the Philiſtines went to, their own 


place. 
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So Saul took the kingdom over Iſrael, and fought 
againſt all his enemies on every fide, againſt Moab, 
and againſt the children of Ammon, and againſt 
Edom, and againſt the kings of Zobah, and againſt 
the Philiſtines: and whitherſoever he turned himſelf 
he vexed them. 

And there was fore war againſt the Philiſtines all the 
days of Saul: and when Saul ſaw any ſtrong man, or 
any valiant man, he took him unto him. 

Samuel alſo ſaid unto Saul, The Lorp ſent me to 
anoint thee to be king over his people, over Iſrael; 
now therefore hearken thou unto the voice of the 
words of the Lon pvp. | 

Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, I remember that 
which Amalek did to Iſrael, how he laid wait for him 
in the way when he came up from Egypt. 

Now go and ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all 
that they have, and ſpare them not; but ſlay both 
man and woman, infant and ſuckling, © ox and ſheep, 
camel and aſs. 

And Saul gathered the people together, and num- 
bered them in Telaim, two hundred thouſand foot- 
men, and ten thouſand men of Judah. 

And Saul came to a city of Amalck, and laid wait 
in the valley. 

And Saul faid unto the 8 Go, depart, get 
ye doven from among the Amalekites, left I deſtroy 


pou with them: for ye thewed kindneſs to all the 


children of Iſrael when they came up out of Egypt. 
So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites. 


And 
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And Saul ſmote the Amalekites from Havilah 
until thou comeſt to Shur, that is over againſt Egypt. 
And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, 
and utterly deſtroyed all the people with the edge of 
the ſword. 

But Saul and the people ſpared Agag, and the beſt 
of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, 
and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not 
utterly deſtroy them: but every thing that was vile 
and refuſe, that they deſtroyed utterly, 

Then came the word of the Loxd unto Samuel, 
ſaying, It repenteth me that I have ſet up Saul to be 
king: for he is turned back from following me, and 
hath not performed my commandments. And it 


grieved Samuel: and he cried unto the Lorp all 


night. 

And when Samuel roſe early to meet Saul in the 
morning, it was told Samuel, faying, Saul came to 
Carmel, and behold he ſet him up a place, and is 
gone about and paſſed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 

And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul faid unto 

him, Bleſſed be thou of the LorD: I have performed 
the commandment of the Loxp. 

And Samuel ſaid, What meaneth then this bleat- 
ing of the ſheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 
_ oxen which I hear? And Saul faid, They have 
brought them from the Amalekites : for the people 
ſpared the belt of the ſheep and of the oxen to ſacrifice 
unto the LORD thy Gop, and the reſt we have utterly 


deſtroyed, 
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Then Samuel ſaid unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell 
thee what the LoR D hath ſaid to me this niglit. And 
he ſaid unto him, Say on. | 

And Samuel faid, When thou waſt little in thine 
own ſight, waſt thou not made the head of the tribes 
of Iſrael, and the Lonn anointed thee king over I- 
rael? And the Lorp ſent thee on a journey, and 
ſaid, Go, and utterly deſtroy the ſinners the Amale- 
kites, and fight againſt them unti] they be conſumed. 

Wherefore then didſt thou not obey the voice of 
the LoRD, but didſt fly upon the ſpoil, and didſt evil 
in the ſight of the LoRD? And Saul ſaid unto Sa- 
muel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the Log, 
and have gone the way which the Lok p ſent me, and 
have brought Agag the king of Amalck, and have 
utterly deſtroyed the Amalekites. 

But the people took of the ſpoil, ſheep and oxen, 
the chief of the things which ſhould have been utterly 
deſtroyed, to facrifice unto the LoRD thy Gop in 
Gilgal. 

And Samuel ſaid, hath the LorD as great delight 
in burnt-offerings and facritices as in obeying the voice 
of the Loxd ? Behold, to obey is better than ſacri- 
fice; and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 

For rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft, and ſtub- 
bornnels is as iniquity and idolatry. Becauſe thou 
haſt rejected the word of the LoRD, he alſo hath re- 
jected thee from being king. 

And Saul faid uno Samuel, I have finned: for 1 

ave tranſgreſſed the comm andment of the Log, 

and 
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and thy words: becauſe I feared the people, and 
obeyed their voice, 


Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my fin, and 


turn again with me, that I may worſhip the Lok. 

And Samuel ſaid unto Saul, I will not return with 
thee: for thou haſt rejected the word of the Lorp, 
and the Loxp hath rejected thee from being king over 
Iſrael. 

And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid 
hold upon the {kirt of his mantle, and it rent. 

And Samuel ſaid unto him, The Lon p hath rent 
the kingdom of Iſrael from thee this day, and hath 
given it to a neighbour of thine that is better than 
thou. 

And alſo the ſtrength of Iſrael will not lie nor re- 
pent: for he is not a man that he ſhould repent. 

Then he ſaid, I have ſinned: yet honour me now, 
I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and be- 
fore Iſrael, and turn again with me, that I may wor- 
ſhip the Lond thy Gon. 

So Samuel turned again after Saul: and Saul wor- 
ſhipped the LoRp. 

Then ſaid Samuel, Bring ye hither to me Agag 
the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came unto. 
him delicately, And Agag, ſaid, Surely the bitter- 
neſs of death is paſt. 

And Samuel faid, As thy ſword hath mate wo- 
men childleſs, fo {hall thy mother be childleſs among 
women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before 
the LoRD in Gilgal. | by | 
ESE: Then 
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Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up 
to his houſe to Gibeah of Saul. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The Amalekites were a people who originally deſcended 
from Amalek the ſon of Eliphaz, Eſau's firſt born; they had, 
it ſeems, been driven out from the land of Edom, and ſud- 
denly ſprang up into a great and powerful nation. Though the 
true religion muſt have been known amongſt them, they had 
gradually loſt it, and adopted idolatry in its ſtead. 

We read in a former ſection, that when the children of Iſrael 
were advanced a little way on their journey towards the 
land of Canaan; the Amalekites attacked them in their rear, 
without any provocation, whilſt they were feeble, faint and 
weary ; and that this action proceeded from defiance of God, 
and was ſo heinous a ſin, that the LorD commanded Moſes to 
record in a boot, and rehearſe in the ears of the people, that 
TFejhua had defeated them by the aid of the LORD; wwho would 
ba ve war with Amalek from generation to generation, and ut- 
zerly deſtray them*. This may at firſt ſight appear a hard ſen- 
tence ; but we muſt conſider, that the LoR D who paſſed it, 
knew what the Amalekites would doin future; that the whole 


race of them would be addicted to the ſame crimes, and de- 


ſerve the like puniſhment; and that all the wonders he ſhould 
work, would have no effect on them, for they would ſtill 
continue to defy his power, and refft his will; they would 
therefore be objects of Divine juſtice, and not of mercy. There 
are jeveral inſtances of the Amalekites endeavouring to defeat 
the Divine deſigns in favour of Iſrael; particularly in the days 
of Ehud, Gideon, and Jephthah; for they feared not Gop, 
but their hand was lifted up againſt the throne of the Lord. 
The time was now arrived which the Lo Rp had appointed 
for their deſtruction, and Saul was choſen as the inftrument 


| * Exod, X\lis 14 16. 
of 
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of Divine vengeance. He received particular direction from | 
the prophet of the Lord to extirpate them entirely; and as it 
Captain of the Lo RD's inheritance, it was his duty to pay im- 

plicit obedience; but we find he did not, and when Samuel | 
reproached him, he pretended that he reſerved the beſt of f | 
the ſpoil out of a principle of devotion, Saul's fin was as great 


as witchcraft, (or endeavouring to procure the aſliſtance of | | 
evil ſpirits,) becauſe it implied diſbelief, and defiance of Gop. it 
And as he had preſumed to rebel againſt the Lo Rp, and ſet | 


the Lorp's people fo bad an example, he was unworthy to 
govern them. | 

Saul profeſſed to be very penitent ; but there is reaſon to 
ſuppoſe his repentance was not ſincere ; for he attributed what 
he had done to fear of the people; when 1t is evident, from i 
the preceding part of his hiſtory, that he ruled them with 17 
the moſt arbitrary ſway; and it appears, that he was more ſo- | 
licitous to maintain his own dignity, and to be treated with 
reſpect by Samuel, than to obtain the pardon of Gop:—in 
ſhort, we may be ſure that he was not heartily ſorry for his 
fault, and diſpoſed to amend it, or he would not have been 
treated with ſo much rigour. | 


It is ſaid that Samuel hewed Agag in pieces BEFORE THE : 
LorD. This action of the prophet appears very inconſiſtent 
with the mildneſs of his character; in order to reconcile it, 
we mult conſider the difference between Gop's people and 
idolators. The former, in acknowledgment that their lives 
were forfeited by their fins, offered the ſacrifices appointed by 
the LoRD, which were accepted in zheir fead, and on account 
of ther repentance, faith, and willingneſs to obey, GOD gract- 
ouſly REDEEMED them, "NE 

The 1dolatrous nations repeatedly committed preſumptuors 
ſins: ſo far from wiſhing to be reconciled to Gop, they deſpiſed 
His power, reſſted His will, and ſcorned His mercy, there- 
fore no ATONEMENT could be made for want of that re- 
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pentance and faith which gave efficacy to ALL SACRIFICES; 
and Gop had an undoubted right to require their lives by ary 
means that ſeemed proper to His infinite wiſdom. His pecu- 
liar people, the Iſraelites, were appointed to extirpare theſe 
ſinners, and whenever they did ſo, might be ſaid to ay them 
BEFORE THE LORD, (or, out of regard to the will of the 
LoRD, not on their own account.) So we fee that Samuel, 
if he had even killed Agag with his own hands, only did that 
in G1LGAL which Saul ought to have done in the field of battle; 


and had he permitted him to live, would have been an ac- 


complice with Saul in his difebedience. Learned authors ſup- 
poſe, from the evident meaning of ſimilar paſſages, that Sa- 
muel only commanded Agag to be ſlain. 

We learn from Samuel's reproof to Saul, that a careful con- 
formity to moral precepts, will recommend us more to Gop, 
than any ceremonial obſervances; at the ſame time, we are 
not to omit the latter, becauſe they are means for teſtifying 
our faith and obedience. 

It has been repeatedly obſerved, that when the inſpired 
writers make uſe of the expreſſion, Go p repented, it is not to 
be underſtood as implying a change in Him, but only in His 
diſpenſations; and the prophet Samuel confirms this idea; for 
he politively declares, that the Lord does not change His 


_ purpoſes like men. We are not however to inter from the 


invariableneſs of the SUPREME BEIN, that prayer and re- 
pentance have no efficacy; on the contrary, we find from 
many paſſages of Scripture, that as it is by them we honour 
GoD, ſo they are the appointed means for obtaining mercy. 
and averting evil. 


SECT, 
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DAvIůD ANOINTED BY SAMUEL—SAUL SENDETH 
FOR HIM TO QUIET THE EVIL SPIRIT, 


ND Samuel came no more to fee Saul until the 
day of his death: nevertheleſs, Samuel mourned 
for Saul: and the Lord repented that he had made 
Saul king over Iſrael, 
And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, How long wilt 
thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have rejected him from 
reigning over Iſrael? fill thine horn with oil, and go, 
I will ſend thee to Jeſſe the Beth-lemite: for I have 
provided me a king among his ſons. 

And Samuel ſaid, How can I go? if Saul hear it, 
he will kill me. And the Lorp ſaid, Lake an hei- 
fer with thee, and ſay, I am come to facrifice to the 
LorD? and call Jeſſe to the ſacrifice, and 1 will ſhew 
thee what thou ſhalt do: and thou ſhalt anomt unto _ 
me him whom I name unto thee, 

And Samuel did that which the Loxp ſpake, and 
came to Beth-lehem. And the elders of the town 
trembled at his coming, and faid, comeſt thou peace- 
ably? and he ſaid, ieaceably: I am come to ſacrifice 
unto the Lon p: ſanctify yourſelves, and come with 
me to the ſacrifice. And he ſanctified Jeſſe and his 
ſons, and called them to the ſacrifice. 


ans 


352 DAVID ANOINT E b. 


And it came to paſs when they were come, that he 
looked on Eliab, and faid, Surely the Lord's 
anointed is before him, 

But the LorÞ ſaid unto Samuel, Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his ſtature; becauſe 
I have refuſed him. For the Lord ſeeth not as man 
ſeeth; for man looketh on the outward * 
but the Lord looketh on the heart. : 

Then Jeſſe called Abinadab, and made him paſs 
before Samuel. And he ſaid, Neither hath the LoRD 
choſen this. 

Then Jeſſe made Shammah to paſs by. And he 
ſaid, Neither hath the Lord choſen this. 

Again, Jeſſe made ſeven of his ſons to paſs before 
Samuel. And Samuel faid unto Jeſſe, The LorD 
hath not choſen theſe. | 

And Samuel ſaid unto Jeſſe, Are here all thy chil- 
dren ?_ and he faid, There remaineth yet the youngeſt, 
and behold he keepeth the ſheep. And Samuel faid 
unto Jeſſe, Send and fetch him: for we will not fit 
down till he come hither. 

And he ſent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and 
goodly to look to. And the Lond faid, Ariſe, 

anoint him: for this is he. 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and ancinted 
him in the midſt of his brethren, and the Spirit of the 
Loxp came upon David from that day forward. S0 
Samuel roſe up, and went to Ramah. 


But 
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But the Spirit of the Logp departed from Saul, 
and an evil ſpirit from the Loꝝ p troubled him. 

And Saul's ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold, now 
an evil ſpirit from Gop troubleth thee, 

Let our lord command now thy ſervants, which 
are before thee, to ſeek out a man who is a cunning 
player on a harp: and it ſhall come to paſs when the 
evil ſpirit from Gop is upon thee, that he ſhall play 
with his hand, and thou ſhalt be well. 

And Saul faid unto his ſervants, Provide me now a 
man that can play well, and bring him to me. 

Then anſwered one of the ſervants and ſaid, Be- 
hold, I have ſeen a ton of Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite, 
that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man 
and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a 
comely perſon, and the Lozd is with him. 
 Veheretore Saul ſent meſſengers unto Jeſſe, and 
faid, Send me David thy fon, which is with the 
ſheep. 

And Jeſſe took an aſs laden with bread, and a bot- 
tle of wine, and a kid, and ſent them by David his 
fon unto Saul. | 

And David came to 4 and ſtood before him: 
and he loved him greatly, and he became his armour- 
bearer. 

And Saul ſent to eſis, laying, Let Dutt I pray 
thee ſtand before me: for he hath found favour in my 

ſight. ; 
And it came to paſs when the evil ſpirit from Gop 


was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played 
with 
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with his hand: ſo Saul was refreſhed, and was well, 


and the evil ſpirit departed from him, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Though Samuel came no more to viſit Saul, yet like a 
good man, he lamented to ſec that the king was fo blind to 


his trueſt intereſt, as to be likely to prove a curſe, inſtead of 


a blefling to the people; and earneſtly prayed to Gop in his 
behalf, and carried his grief to ſuch a length, that Gop re- 
proved him for it. | 

As it pleaſed Gop that David ſhould undergo a variety of 
trials before he aſcended the throne, it was neceſſary that he 
ſhould be anointed privately, leſt thoſe, who were diſcon- 
tented with Saul's government, might make it a pretence to 
dethrone him; and it was not intended that David ſhould 


reign till Saul was dead; though he was from that time Caf- 


tain of the LOR D's inheritance. 

Samuel, as a prophet, had a right to offer ſacrifices ; and 
therefore might conceal his principal view in going to 
Bethlehem, as it did not concern the public to be made ac- 


quainted with it at that time, and would have raiſed great 


commotions in the kingdom. The Bethlehemites were 
alarmed at his viſit, fearing that he came to reprove them 
for ſin, and to denounce ſome judgment againſt them. ' 
If Samuel anointed David in the midſt of his brethren, it 
is likely they did not rightly underſtand the meaning of the 
ceremony, but might ſuppoſe that he was appointed to the 
prophetic office ; had they known that he was to reign over 
them, it is likely they would have divulged the ſecret, and 
been ſtill more envious of him than they were. 


We find David was conſidered as a perſon of little conſe- 


quence by his family, for they did not ſend for him to the 
— facriſiee 
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ſacrifice, He was a youth of a moſt amiable diſpoſition and 
great piety; and it is ſuppoſed that whilſt he was looking af- 
ter his flocks, he ſang the praiſes ef the Loxrp,. but could 
not have had a very liberal education; for the Jews in ge- 
neral contented themſelves with inſtructing their children in 
the law of Moſes; neither had he learnt the graces of con- 
verſation, by mixing with ſociety : but as he was choſen to 
be the future king of Iſracl, the Lo RD ſent his Spirit upon 
him, which immediately ſupplied every defect. David joy- 
fully received this invaluable gift, and refolved to ſubmit 
himſelf to the guidance of the Lord, He ſometimes deviated 
from this wiſe reſolution, which involved him in diſtreſs; 
but whenever he availed himielt of the high privilege he en- 
joyed, by ſeeking the LoRD with humility, and faith in his 
promiſes, he met with ſupernatural aid, and was eccafionally 
a ſublime poet, a great warrior, a perſuaſive orator, and a 
prophet, As an earneſt that he ſhould be endued with 
ſtrength and courage to overcome the enemies of Iſrael, he 
was enabled to defend his tender ſheep and lambs from the 
furious ravages of a hon and a bear, and kill them both, 
though he had no other weapon but his ſhepherd's crook, 
While David in his humble ſtation was thus favoured by 
the LoxD, Saul on his throne was ſuffering all the torments 
of deſpair. The Lok p had forſaken and rejected him on ac- 
count of his impiety, and his mind became a prey to the 
blackeſt melancholy, and ſubjett to violent emotions of an- 
ger and cruelty, jealouſy and fear; fo that at times, he was 
tranſported to madneſs; nay, it is ſaid, that an evil ſpirit from 
the LORD troubled him. We are told, in ſeveral parts of 
Scripture“, that the Devil, and the reit of the fallen angels, 
are ever on the watch to ſuggeſt evil thoughts, and draw 
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men into ſin unleſs they be watchful; and that their ſuggeſti- 
ons are always contrary to the command of Gop. They could 
do nothing without Gop's permiſſion, but were ſometimes 
left at liberty to afflict thoſe who were incorrigibly wicked; 
particularly, ſuch perſons as had reliſted the Divine influence 
of the Hory SPIRIT, of which number was Saul. We read, 
that as ſoon as he was anointed by Samuel, his heart war 
changed, and be became another man; but he ſoon deſpiſed the 
LoRD, and choſe to att agreeably to the dictates of his o2v7 
paſſions, inſtead of intreating the Lok p to continue to direct 
hun in the right way; it therefore appears a very juſt puniſh- 
ment, that he ſhould be made ſenſible of the value of the 
gift he had rejected, which would have enabled him to over- 
come all baſe inclinations and evil ſuggeſtions, and reſtored 
kis mind to peace and ſerenity, 


The power of mulic to compoſe the paſſions is very great, 


and David's muſt have been particularly efficacious, as we 
may ſuppoſe he accompanied his harp with his voice, and 
ſang ſome of thoſe ſublime pſalms, the bare reading of which, 
at this diſtance of time, will ſooth affliction, bamiſh deſpair, 
and animate the heart to aſpire after heavenly joys: no won- 
der, therefore, that ſuch Divine accents ſhould drive away the 


evil ſpirit, to whom the praiſes of Gop muſt have been 


hateful; or that Saul's mind ſhould be compoſed by ſuch a 
remedy, eſpecially as the Lo RD directed David in the appli- 
cation of it. 


David was repreſented to Saul not only as a ſkilful muſician, 


but as a man of valour, this being the greateſt recommenda- 
tion to his favour; for when Saul ſaw any ſtrong man, * 
any valiant man, he took him unto Bim“. David's exploits in 
killing the lion and the bear, had doubtleſs raiſed his fame; 
and, as they were of ſo extraordinary a nature, were attributed 
by thoſe who knew them, to the aſſiſtance of the Loxp; 


See Page 344. 
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eſpecially, as the great endowments which David poſſeſſed, 
could no otherwiſe be accounted for, than by ſuppoſing, that 
the Lo RD was with him. | 

The preſent which Jeſſe ſent was a token of loyalty; and 
perhaps it might be at David's deſire, to teſtify that it was 
his wiſh to pay allegiance to his ſovereign. | 

Saul muſt have felt himſelf greatly indebted to the kind 
hand that had been inſtrumental to his recovery; arid to do 
David honour might appoint him his armour-bearer, that is, 
one of his guards; which was at that time a mere nominal 
place, as there was no war. Princes and generals had a num- 
ber of ſuch perſons attending on them ; ſome bore the ſhield, 
ſome the target and ſpear, others bucklers and ſwords; ci 
theſe armour- bearers, Saul ſeems to have had 2000, and his 
ſon Jonathan 1000, | 


From the LoRp's reproof to Samvel, we learn that it i; 


wrong to grieve beyond meaſure for the misfortunes that fall 


upon wicked people, We may pray for them, and uſe cur 
utmoſt endeavours to reclaim them; but ſhould acquieſce 
without repining at the diſpenſations of Providence towards 
them, 5 

This ſection alſo teaches us the neceſſity of guarding our 
minds from every ſin; ſince our moſt ſecret thoughts are not 
hidden from the LorD; and He values us according to the 
goodneſs of our hearts. —It hkewiſe admoniſhes us not to 
eſteem our fellow creatures merely for their beauty or outward 


| accompliſhment, or to deſpiſe any one for the want of thetr 
ſuperficial advantages, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


When the purpoſe which David was ſent for, was anſwered, 
he was glad to return to his | umbl: ſtation, and leave a cor- 
| 1 rupt 
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rupt court for that bleſt retreat, where, free from temptation, 
he could meditate on Divine ſubjects, and prepare his mind 
for the reformation of the kingdom he was one day to govern, 
Soon after his return, a war broke out, which will be the 
ſubject of the enſuing ſection, 


FECT t. 


GoLIATH THE CHAMPION Or THE Priris- 
TINES DEFIETH THE ARMIES OF ISRAEL— 
DAviD SLAYETH HIM. 


OW the Philiſtines gathered together their ar- 
mies to battle, and were gathered together at 
Shochoh, which belongeth to Judah, and pitched 
between Shochoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 
And Saul and the men of Iſrael, were gathered 


together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and ſet 


the battle in array againſt the Philiſtines. 

And the Philiſtines ſtood on a mountain on the 
one ſide, and Iſrael ſtood on a mountain on the 
other ſide: and there was a valley between them, 

And there went out a champion out of the camp 
of the Philiſtines, named Goliath of Gath, whole 
height was fix cubits and a ſpan. 

And he had an helmet of braſs upon his head, 
and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the 
weight of the coat was five thouſand ſkekels of braſs. 

And he had greaves of braſs upon his legs, and ? 
target of braſs between his ſhoulders, 

| And 
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And the ſtaff of his ſpear was like a weaver's 
beam; and his ſpear's head weighed fix hundred ſhe- 
kels of iron : and one bearing a ſhield went before 
him. | | 
And he ſtood and cried unto the armies of Iſrael, 
and ſaid unto them, Why are ye come out to ſet 
your battle in array ? am not I a Philiſtine, and you 
ſervants to Saul? chooſe you a man for you, and 
let him come down to me. If he be able to fight 
with me, and to kill me, then will we be your fcr- 
vants: but if I prevail againſt him, and kill him, 
then ſhall ye be our ſervants, and ſerve us. 

And the Philiſtines ſaid, I defy the armies of Ifſ- 
rael this day : give me a man that we may fight to- 
cether. | 

When Saul and all Iſrael heard thoſe words of the 
Philiſtine, they were diſmayed and greatly afraid. 
Now David was the ſon of that Ephrathite of 
Beth-lehem- Judah, whoſe name was Jelle, and he 
had eight ſons? and the man went among men for 
an old man in the days of Saul. | 

And the three eldeſt ſons of Jeſſe went and fol- 
lowed Saul to the battle : and the names of his three 
ſons that went to the battle, were Eliab the firſt- 
born; and next unto him, Abinadab : and the 
third Shammah. 

And David was the youngeſt : and the three eldeſt 
tollowed Saul. 


But David went and returned from Saul, to feed 


his father's ſheep at Beth-lehem, 


And 
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And the Philiſtine drew near morning and even- 
ing, and preſented himſelf forty days. 

And Jeſſe ſaid unto David his ſon, Take now for 
thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and 
theſe ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy bre- 
thren ; and carry theſe ten cheeſes unto the captain 
of their thouſand, and look how thy brethren fare, 
and take their pledge. | 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Iſracl 
were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Phi- 
liſtines. | 

And David roſe up early in the morning, and left 
the ſheep with a keeper, and took, and went as Jefi- 
had commanded him ; and he came to the trench as 
the hoſt was going forth to the fight, and ſhouted for 
the battle; for Iſrael and the Philiſtines had put the 
battle in array, army againſt army. 

And David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and 
came and faluted his brethren, 

And as he talked with them, behold there came 
up the champion, the Philiſtine of Gath, Goliath 
by name, out of the armies of the Philiſtines, and 
ſpake according to the ſame words: and David heard 
them. | 

And all the men of Iſrael, when they faw the man, 
fied from him, and were ſore afraid. 


And the men of Iſrael ſaid, Have ye ſeen this man 


that is come up ? rey to defy Iſrael is he come up. 
And 
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And it ſhall be that the man who killeth him, the 
king will em ich him with great riches, and will give 
him his daughter, and make his father's houſe free 
in Iſrael. 

And David ſpake to the men that ſtood by him, 
ſaying, What ſhall be done to the man that killeth 
this Philiſtine, and taketh away the reproach from 
Iſrael? for who is this uncircumciſed SIO that 
he ſhould defy the armies of the living Gop ? And 
the people aniwered him after this manner, ſaying, 
do ſhall it be done to the man that killeth him. 

And Eliab his eldeſt brother heard when he ſpake 
unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled againſt 
David, and he ſaid, Why cameſt-thou down hither ? 
and with whom haſt thou leſt thoſe few ſheep in the 


wilderneſs? I know thy pride and the naughtineſs of 


thine heart, for thou art come down that thou 
mighteſt ſee thce battle. 

And David ſazd, What have I now done? is there 
not a cauſe? And he turned from him towards ano- 
ther, and ſpake after the ſame manner. And the 


people anſwered him again after the former manner. 


And when the words were heard which David 
ſpake, they rehearſed them before Saul. And he 
tent for him. 

And David ſaid unto Saul, Let no man's heart fail 
becauſe of him; thy ſervant will go and fen with 
this Philiſtine. 

And Saul ſaid to David, Thou art not able to go 
arainſt this Philiſtine, to fight with him; for thou 
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art but a youth, and he a man of war from his 
youth. 

And David ſaid unto Saul, Thy ſervant kept his 
tather's ſheep, and there came a lion and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock: and J went out after 
him, and ſmote him, and delivered it out of his 


mouth: and when he aroſe againſt me, I caught him 


by his beard, and ſmote him, and ſlew him. 

Thy ſervant flew both the lion and the bear: and 
this uncircumciſed Philiſtine ſhall be as one of them, 
tecing he hath defied the armies of the living Gop. 

David ſaid' moreover, the Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the 
bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Phi- 
liſtine. And Saul ſaid unto David, Go, and the 
Lorp be with thee. 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he 
put an helmet of braſs upon his head, and he alſo 
armed him with a coat of mail. | 

And David girded his ſword upon his armour, and 
he aſſayed to go; for he had not proved it. And 
David faid unto Saul, I cannot go with theſe: for I 


have not proved them. And David put them off him. 


And he took his ſtaff in his hand, and choſe him 
five ſmooth ſtones out of the brook, and put them in 


a ſhepherd's bag which he had, even in a ſcrip; and 


tis fling was in his hand: and he drew near to the 
Fhuiſtine. | | | 
And the Fhiliftine came on and drew near unto 


David; and the man that bare the ſhield went before 
him. And 
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And when the Philiſtine looked about and ſav 
David, he diſdained him: for he was but a youth, 
and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

And the Philiſtine ſaid unto David, Am Ia dos, 
that thou comeſt to me with ſtaves? and the Philiſtin-: 
curled David by his gods, 

And the Philiſtine faid to David, Come to me, 
and I will give thy fleſh unto the fowls of the air, and 
to the beaſts of the field. 

Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to 
me with a ſword, and with a ſpear and with a ſhield: 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hoſts, 
the CoD of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt de- 
fied. This day will the Lok deliver thee into mine 
hand, and I will ſmite thee, and take thine head from 
thee: and I will give the carcaſes of the hoſt of the 

Philiſtines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to 
the wild beaſts of the earth; that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Iſrael. And all this aſſem- 
bly ſhall know that the Loxp faveth not with ſword 
and ſpear : for the battle is the LorD's, and he will 
give you into our hands. | 

And it came to paſs when the Philiſtine aroſe, and 
came and drew nigh to mcet David, that David haſted, 
and ran toward the army to mect the Philiſtine. And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a 
| fone, and ſlang it, and ſmote the Philiſtine in his 
forehead, that the ſtone ſunk into his forehead: and 
he fell upon his face to the earth, = 
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So David prevailed over the Philiſtine with a fling 
and with a ſtone, and fmote the Fhiliftine and flew 
him; but there was no {word in the hand of David. 

'Therefore David ran and ood upon the Philiſtine, 
2nd took his ſword, and drew it out ot the ſheath 
thereof, and flew him and cut off his head therewith. 
And when the Philiſtines ſaw their champion was 
dead, they fied, 

And the men of Iſrael and Judah aroſe, and 
ſhouted, and purſued the Philiſtines, until thou come 
to the valley, and to the gate of Ekron. And the 
wounded of the Philiſtines fell down by the way to 
Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 

And the children of Iſrael returned from chaſing 
the Philiſtines, and they ſpoiled their tents, 

And David took the head of the Philiſtine, and 
brought it to Jeruſalem; but he put his armour in 
his tent. 

And when Saul ſaw David go forth againſt the 
Fhiliſtine, he ſaid unto Abner the captain of the hoſt, 
Abner, whoſe fon is this youth? and Abner ſaid, As 
thx foul liveth, O king, I cannot tell. 

And the king ſaid, Enquire thou whoſe ſon this 
firipling 1s. 

And as David returned from the ſlaughter of the 
Philiſtines, Abner took him and brought him before 
Saul, with the head of the Philiſtine in his hand. 

And Saul ſaid to him, Whoſe ſon art thou, thou 
young man? and David anſwered, I am the ſon of 
thy ſervant Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite. —_ 

And 
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And it came to paſs when he had made an end of 
ſpeaking unto Saul, that the ſoul of Jonathan was 
knit with the ſoul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as his own ſoul. 

And Saul took him that day, and would let him 
go no more home to his father's houſe. | 

Then Jonathin and David made a covenant, be- 
cauſe he loved him as his own foul, 

And Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments 
even to his ſword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 

And David went out wihitherfoever Saul ſent him, 
and behaved himiſcelt wiſely: and Saul ſet him over the 
men of war, and he was accepted in the fight of all 
the people, and allo in the fight of Saul's ſervants. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It is very probable, that the Philiſtines might have heard 
of the threatnings which Samuel had denounced againſt Saul, 
and that he was afflicted with an uncommon diſteniper, which 
rendered him unfit to manage a war; theſe circumſtances 
encouraged them to ſuppoſe, that the Iſtraelites would be in- 
timidated by their mighty champion Goliath, whoſe appear- 
ance was indeed, ſufficient to ſtrike terror into thoſe, who 
could not with confidence depend on the aſfiſtance of the 
LoRD; for he was near thirteen®* feet high, his coat of mail 
weighed above 189 pounds, and the weight of his ſpear's 
head waz upwards of 22 pounds, fo that the whole of his ar- 
mour muſt have been exceedingly heavy. No one amongſt. 
the armies of Iſrael had courage to accept his challenge, not 
even Saul, or Jonathan his ſon. Saul had loſt his courage by 
the LoRÞ's rejecting lim; and Jonathan, not feeling himſelf 
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animated as on a former occaſion, would not venture ſuch « 
mighty ſtake as the freedom of Iſrael, truſting merely to his 
own perſonal ability: we may likewiſe imagine, that Divise 
PROVIDENCE had ordered all events to conſpire together, 
that the victory ſhould be gained by the hand of David. 

tow commendable was the conduct of thus amiable young 
man: with what zeal for the honour of Gop did he wiſh to 
remove the difyrace that Iſrael lay under! With what exem- 
plary modeſty did he offer his ſervices to Saul! With what 
faith and confidence in Gop did he face his antagoniſt! Let 
us imagine ourſelves ſpectators of the ſcene: behold, a 
mighty GrIaxT, compleatly armed, marching with hauglity 
ſtrides, and breathing defiance to a whole army, who fp 
from before him: a blooming YouTH, in a humble ſhep- 
herd's garb, with no other weapons but a ſling and a few peb- 
bles, boldly accepts his challenge; who would. imagine it was 
poſlible for him to ſubdue ſuch a formidable foe? but let us 
recolle&t, that David went in the name of the LoRD, full of 
faith and confidence that Gop would enable him to over. 
come his enemy, and we ſhall no longer wonder at the ſuc= 
ceſs of his enterprize. 

From Eliab's treatment of his brother, we may underſtand, 
that he was of a very ill-natured diſpoſition, notwithſtanding 
luis outward appearance was ſo engaging. 

It may ſeem ſtrange that Saul ſhould not know David, as 
he had formerly attended him in the character of a muſi— 
cian: the text does not ſay that Saul did not recollect his per- 
ſon, only that he was ignorant of his family and deſcent, 
which he might now wiſh to be particularly. informed of, 
as he had engaged to marry his daughter to the man who 
ſhould deliver Iſrael from the threats of the Philiſtines. 


David was at that time about 22 years old, yet he might pro- 


p-rly be called a xu and a ftripling, when compared with 


a grant, 


Jonathan 
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Jonathan's behaviour to David ſhews that he had a liberal 
mind; for inſtead of being envious of David's fame, he re-. 
carded him with admiration and gratitude, being firmly con- 
vinced, that he was particularly favoured by the ILO RD; he 
concluded that he was deſerving of his eſteem, and refolyed, 
irom that day, to cultivate his friendſhip; therefore, he took 
the ear lieſt opportunity of expreſſing his ſentiments; and that 
David might appcar like a king's fon, gave him his own 
attire and weapons: David was rejoiced to meet with ſuch a 
_ treaſure as a ſincere friend, where he could the leaſt expect 
it; and they made a ſolemn promiſe to obſerve a conſtant 
intercourſe of good offices. It is not at at all unlikely, that 
Jonathan ſuppoſed David would ſucceed is the crown, as the 
Lobo fo evidently aflifted him. 

From this ſection we learn, that perſonal ſtrength and con- 
rage are nothing, when exerted in defiance of the ALMIGHTY. 
That He can enable the weak to overcome the ſtrong, and 
effect His Divine purpoſes by the humbleſt inſtruments, | 


SE CT: LYVO; 


SAUL ENVIETH DAvIiD—SEEKETH TO KILL 
Him—FEeARETH Him ror EIS Goon SUC- 
CESS—HE OFFERETH Him His DAUGHTER 
FOR A SNARE, | 


A ND it came to paſs as they came, when David 
was returned from the Laughter of the Philiſtine, 
that the women came out of all cities of Iſrael, 
ſinging and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, 
with joy, and with inſtruments of muſick. 
And the women anſwered one another as they 
played, and ſaid, Saul hath flain his thouſands, and 
David his ten thouſands. And 
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And Saul was very wroth, and the ſaying diſpleaſed 
him; and he ſaid, They have aſcribed unto David 
ten thouſands; and to me they have aſcribed but 
thouſands: and what can he have more but the king- 
dom? | 
And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

And it came to paſs on the morrow, that the evil 
ſpirit from Gop came upon Saul, and he propheſied 
in the midſt of the houſe: and David played with 
tus hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin 
in Saul's hand. 

And Saul caſt the javelin; for he ſaid, I will ſmite 
David even to the wall with it. And David avoided 
out of his preſence twice. | 
And Saul was afraid of David, becauſe the Lozp 


was with him, and was departed from Saul. 


Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made 
him his captain over a thouſand; and he went out 
and came in before the people. 

And David went out whitherſoever Saul ſent him, 
and behaved himſelf wiſely: and Saul ſet him over 
the men of war, and he was accepted in the ſight of 
all the people, and alſo in the fight of Saul's ſervants. 

And David behaved himſelf wiſely in all his ways; 


and the LoD was with him. 


VV kerefore when Saul ſaw that he behaved him- 

ſelf very wiſely, he was afraid of him. 
But all Iſrael and Judah loved David, becauſe he 
went out and came in before them. 
And Saul ſaid to David, Eehold, my elder daugh- 
ter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be thou 
valiant 


re 5 
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valiant for me, and fight the Lonp's battles. For 
Saul ſaid, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let 
the hand of the Philiſtines be upon him. 

And David ſaid unto Szul, Who am 1? and 
what is my life, or my father's family in itrae!, that 
I ſhould be fon-in-law to the king: 

But it came to pals at the time when Merab Saul's 
daughter ſhould have been given to David, that ſhe 
was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to wife. 

And Michal Saul's daughter loved David: and 
they told Saul, and the thing pleated him. 

And Saul faid, I will give him her, that ſhe may 
be a ſnare unto him, and that the hand of the Phi- 
liſtines may be againſt him. Wherefore Saul faid 
to David, Thou ſhalt this day be my ſon-in-law in 
the one of the twain. 

And Saul commanded his ſervants, faying, Com- 
mune with David ſecretly, and ſay, Behoid, the king 
hath delight in thee, and all his ſervants love thee: 
now therefore be the king's ſon-in-law. 

And Saul's fervants ſpake thoſe words in the cars 
of David. And David ſaid, Scemeth it to you a light 
thing to be a king's ſon-in-:aw, ſeeing that I am a 
poor man, and lightly eſteemed? 

And the ſervants of Saul told him, ſaying, On 
this manner ſpake David. 

And Saul faid, Thus ſhall ye ſay to David, The 
king deſireth not any dowry, but that thou ſhouldf 
ſlay an hundred of the Philiſtines, to be avenged of 
the king's enemies, But Saul thought to make David: 


fall by the hand of the Philiſtines, 
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And when his ſervants told David theſe words, it 
pleaſed David well to be the king's ſon-in-law: and 
the days were not expired. | 

Wherefore David aroſe, and ſlew of the Philiſtines 
to hundred men, that he might be the king's ſon-in- 
Faw : and Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife. 

And Saul faw and knew that the LORD was with 
David, and that Michal Saul's daughter loved him. 

And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; and 
Saul became David's enemy continually. 

Then the princes of the Philiſtines went forth: 
and it came to paſs, after they went forth, that David 
behaved himſelf more wiſely than all the ſervants of 
Saul; fo that his name was much ſet by. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax Dp REFLECTIONS. 


The defeat of the champion of the Philiſtines was a ſub- 
ct of great joy to the Iſraelites, and it was cuſtomary, whe: 
anv ignal victory was obtained, for the women to meet the 
victorious army, playing on cymbals, and finging ſongs ct 
triumph in praiſe of the conqueror. On this occaſion the chief 
honour was juſtly aſcribed by them to David, for all the con- 
queſt cained afterwards was the conſequence of his having 
killed Goliath, —It muſt doubtleſs have been very mortifying 
to Saul to hear ſuch a compariſon drawn between his own ex- 

ploits, and thoſe of an inexperienced young hero; but it was 
an honour due to the captain of. the LORD'S inheritance, who 
1*ted under the Divin2 influence; and we have reaſon to 
ſuppcie, from David's ſpeech to the giant, before he encoun- 
tered with him, that he afterwards aſcribed the glory of his 
victory to the power of the Logp. 

Gt all the paſſions to which the human mind is ſubject, there 
is not a more baneful one than that of envy, for at the ſame 

time 
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time that it produces malice, which ſeeks the deſtruction of 
others, it is an intolerable torment to the heart that indulges 
it. Envy is a tool which Satan employs to effect his wicked 
purpoſes of breaking the bonds of friendſhip, and diſturbing 
the peace of ſociety. This truth is ſtrongly exemplißed in 
the preſent inſtance; for Saul, we are told, was actuated by 
an evil ſpirit, when he flung the javelin at David. — How 
ungrateful was his behaviour, in endeavourins 16 take away 
the hfe of the Kind iriend, who attempte 8 to . the 
avitation of his troubled mind; but envieus people arr 
ſtrangers to gratitude. | 

When Saul found that David was become the darling ot 
the people, he feared to kill him; but as he could not bear to 
have a perſon ſo near him, who eclipſed his glory, he pro 


SO 


moted him to a high poſt in the army, in order to place him 
at a diſtance, and prevent his making interett with the cour- 
tiers, to obtain the crown; ſtill this did not ſatisfy his malice, 
and therefore he reſolved to engage him in ſome dangerous 
beit me, in hopes that it would coſt lim his life. Saul had 
never fulfilled his engagement to make lum his ſon-in-law, 
* had David a ſpired to the honour; but Saul renewed 
the promiſe, thinking that David would certainly fall in bat- 
tle. It is evident, that he did not mean to keep it; for Merab, 
juſt at the time that David ſhould have received her, was 
given to another. 

His marriage with Michal, inſtead of a ſnare, proved a 
bleſling to lum. | 

We learn from this ſection, that thoſe who give way to 
envy, are led into a variety of crimes; we ſhould therefore 
carefully guard our minds avainft it, and endeavour to check 
its growth, if we find it EY up.—inſtead of grieving 
at the excellencies of another, we ſhould ſtrive to correct 


vrhat is amiſs in our own hearts, and pray for the alliftance of 


the HoLyY SPIRIT, to enable us to overcome every propen- 
ſity to evil, —And whilſt we are free from tor menting paſ- 
R 6 | ſons, 


Lok D may be with us, and that we may have a good 6 88 
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ſions, we ſhould endeavour like David to a& wiſely, that tlie 


1.01 in the world. 
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DAVID FLEETH TO SAMUEL—SAUL AND HIS 
SERVANTS PROPHESY. 


AE Saul ſpake to Jonathan his ſon, and to all 
his ſervants, that they ſhould kill David. 

But Jonathan Saul's fon delighted much in David: 
and Jonathan told David, ſaying, Saul my father 
ſeeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take 
heed to thyſelf until the morning, and abide in a ſecret 
place, and hide thyſelf : and I will go out and ſtand 
beſide my father in the field where thou art, and I 
will commune with my father of thee; and what I 
ſee, that I will tell thee. Gs 

And Jonathan lpake good of David unto Saul his 
father, and ſaid unto him, Let not the king fin againit 
his ſervant, againſt David: becauſe he hath not ſinned 
againſt thee, and becauſe. his works have been to theo- 
ward very good: for he did put his life in his hand, 
and flew the Philiſtine, and the Lorp wrought a 
great ſalvation for all Iſrael: thou ſaweſt it, and didit 


rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou ſin againſt innocent 
blood, to flay David without a cauſe? and Saul 
| hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul 


ſware, As the LoxD liveth, he ſhall not be lain. 
And Jonathan. called David, and Jonathan ſhewed 
him. 
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him all thoſe things. And Jonathan brought David 
to Saul, and he was in his preſence, as in times paſt. 

And there was a war again: and David went out 
and fought with the Philiſtines, and flew them with a 

great ſlaughter; and they fed from him. 
And the evil ſpirit from the Lox D was upon Saul, 
as he ſat in his houſe with his javelin in his hand: 
and David played with his hand. 

And Saul ſought to ſmite David even to the wall 
with the javelin: but he flipped away out of Saul's 
preſence, and he ſmote the javelin into the wall: and 
David fled, and eſcaped that niglit. 

Saul alſo ſent meſſengers unto David's houſe, 20 
watch him and to ſlay him in the morning: and Mi- 
chal, David's wife, told him, ſaying, It thou ſave 
not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou ſhalt be ſlain, 


So Michal let David down through a window: and 
he went and fled, and eſcaped. 

And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, 
and put a pillow of goat's hair for his bolſter, and 
covered it with a cloth. 

And when Saul ſent meſſengers to take David, ſhe 
ſaid, He is ſick. 

And Saul ſent the meſſengers again to ſee David, 
ſaying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that may 

ſlay him. 

And when the meſſengers were come in, bchold 
there was an image in the bed with a pillow of pour! 5 


hair for his bolſter. 
And Saul faid unto Michal, Why haſt thou de- 


ceived me fo, and ſent away mine enemy, that he is 
| Oye ? 


4% 8 AU L PROPHESIET H. 


eſcaped? and Michal anſwered Saul, He ſaid unto 
me, Let me 20? why ſhould I kill thee? fo David 
fied, and eſcaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, 
and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he 
and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. 

And it was told Saul, faying, Behold, David is at 
Naioth in Ramah. 

And Saul ſent meſſengers to take David: and when 
they ſaw the company of the prophets propheſying, and 
Samuel ſtanding, as appointed over them, the Spirit 
of Gon was upon the meſſengers of Saul, and they 
alſo propheſied. And when it was told Saul, he ſent 
other meſſengers, and they propheſied likewiſe, And 
Saul ſent meſſengers again the third ane, and they 

propheſied allo. 

Then went he alſo to Ramah, and came to a great 
well that is in Sechu: and he aſked and faid, Where 
are Samuel and David? and one ſaid, Behold they be 
at Naioth in Ramah. 

And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah: and the 
Spirit of Gop was upon him alſo, and he went on 
and propheſied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 

And he ftripped off his clothes alſo, and prophe- 
tied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down 
naked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they 
ſay, Is Saul allo among the prophets. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Had not the Lorp preſerved him, David muſt have fal- 
len a victim to Saul's jealouſy, which now-knew no bounds, 
tor he was abſolutely bent on David's deſtruction, forgetful 
of the ſolemn oath he had ſo lately taken. „ Sans 
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Saul's cruelty was very great, in ordering a ſick man to 
be brought, that he might ſlay him; but Michal's deceit 
and falſehood cannot be juſtiſied; and it is ſuppoſed that ſhe 
was addicted to idolatry, by her having an image in her pol- 
ſeſlion, and by her ridiculing David atterwards, for paying 
honour to the Ark of Gop : what ſhe ſaid to Saul implied, 
that David had threatened to kill her, which furniſhed Saul 
with a freſh pretence for perſecuting. him; whilſt David's 
houſe was watched to prevent his eſcape, he is ſuppoſed to 
| have made the following prayer to Gop, 
A PRAL SEO DAVID; 


Deliver me from mine enemies, O my Go: deſend me from 
them that riſe up againſt me. 

Deliver me from the workers of intquity, and ſave me from 
bloody men. 

For lo, they lie in wait for my ſoul; the mighty are gathered 
againſt mee not for my tranſgreſſion, nor for my ſn, O Lond. 

_ They run and prepare themfelves without my fault; awake 
to help me, and behold. 

They return at evening * they make a noſe like a dog, and go 
round about the city. 

But thou, O LoRD, Malt laugh at them : 

Becauſe of his ftrength will 1 wvait upon thee ; for Gb is my 
dofence. 

The Gob of mercy ſhall prevent me: GOD Hall let me fee 
my deſire upon mine enemies. 

But I will ſing of thy power : yea, I will fing aloud- of thy 
mercy in the morning. for thou haſt been my defence and refuge 
in the day of my trouble. | 

Unto thee, O my ftrength, will I nge for God ts my de- 
fence, and the GOD of my mercyF. 

| * Pſalm lix. 

+ As ſome parts of the foregoing pſalm require a particular expla- 
ration, I have omitted them, becauſe ſuch comments would. interrupt 
the hiſtory; and this rule will be obſerved reſpecting thoſe pſalms in 
general, that ſhall be occaſionally introduced, David 
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David was ſurrounded with ſuch difficulties, that he knew 
not what courſe to take ; he therefore fled to Samuel, in or- 
der to learn the will of Gop, who took him to the ſchool of 
the prophets at Naioth, concluding that Saul would let hin 
abide there in peace; but we find that no place was ſacred 
in his fight, he cared not for Gop, nor religious inſtitu— 
tions; and therefore ſent meſſengers thither to ſeize David; 
but, inſtead of executing their commiſſion, they were ac- 
tuated by a ſudden holy impulſe, as Saul formerly had been, 
and joined with the congregation in praifng Gop. Saul was 
reſolved to effect his purpoſe, but was prevented; being 
obliced, againſt his will, w utter the words of Divine inſpi- 
ration; and was ſo overcome by the Spirit of the Lokp, 
that he fell into a kind of trance, and having pulled off his 
royal robes (which is what is meant by his being naked) lay 
on the ground all night. 

It may ſeem ſtrange to us to read of Saul's being at one 
time znſpired by the LoRD, and at another, afuared by an 
Evil SPIRIT; but we muſt remember, that it was in the 
LoRp's power to reſtrain the evil ſpirit; and we find, that 
he did not conſtantly torment Saul, only on thoſe occaſions 
when he gave way to paſlions that were inconſiſtent with his 
duty: he had long intervals of reaſon, and ſhould have 
humbled himſelf and repented, in which caſe the Logp 
would not have ſuffered him to be ſo afflicted, 


SUPPLE EM ENT. 

Poor David, driven from his ſacred retreat, took the ad- 
vantage of fleeing while Saul lay entranced, but where could 
he ſeek for ſhelter, from the future effects of his rage? In 
this extreme perplexity, he haſtened to his dear friend, who 
he knew would take a tender part in his diſtreſs, and pour 
the balm of conſolation into his afflicted mind, Jonathan 


Was 
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was ſo moved with the terror which David ſuffered, that he 
promiſed to do whatever he ſhould require of him, knowing 
that he had too much integrity to defire him to commit a 
ſinful action; he therefore contrived a plan in order to diſ- 
cover, Whether the extraordinary event which had lately be- 
fallen Saul, had made any change in his ſentiments towards 
David: and to encourage David to repoſe intire confidence 
in hun, Jonathan renewed the ſolemn covenant he had for- 
merly mace with him. 

le then defired David to conceal himſelf in a certain field 
till the raorrow, and in the mean time, he would endeavour 
to reconcile his father to him; and as he could not hold a con- 
ference with him publicly, he told David that he would go 
into the field, as if wit a deſign to practice ſhooting at a mark, 
and take a little lad with him, and if he had been ſucceſs. 
ful with Saul, would ſay to the lad, e arrows are on this 
fide of thee; Which David miglit conſider as a token that his 
peace was made; but if the contrary, he would ſay to the 
lad, behold the arrows are beyond thee, which David was to 
regard as a ſignal for his eſcape, 

It was cuſtomary, as has been before obſerved, to offer ſa- 
crifices, and keep religious feaſts every month for two days, 
at the ficſt appearance of the new moon; and David had a 
right to a ſeat at the royal table, as he was the king's ſon- in- 
taw; though Saul, difdaining his alliance, contemptuouſly 
called him, the /o» of Jeſſe; and on Jonathan's offering to 
excuſe him, Saul fell into a furious rage, treated him with 
the moſt opprobrious language, and accuſed him of meanne!s 
of ſpirit, for not deſtroying a man who would rob him of bis 
birth-richt: Saul was ſo enraged, that he even flung a jave- 
tine at his ſon to kill him, on which Jonathan roſe from his 
ſeat, and left his father in great anger. 

Jonathan ſ-ems to have underſtood, that the Loy had 
appointed David to ſucceed to the kingdom; and he was fo 

p xtefty 
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pertectly convinced of David's innocence, that he reſolved te 
plead for him, though at the hazard of his life ; but was 
more concerned for his triend than for himſelf. 

As ſoon as David was made acquainted by the appointed 
ſign, with Saul's implacable diſpoſition towards him, he came 
forth from his hiding-place, to caſt himſelf at the feet of hi: 
kind benefactor; for his gratitude was too great for utterance, 
and the reflection that he muſt leave this generous faithful 
triend, perhaps for ever, gave him ſuch exquiſite anguiſh as 
tears only could expreſs. Jonathan well underſtood the 
meaning of this pathetic behaviour, and returned his em- 
braces with all the fervour of tender friendſhip; andin order 
to comfort David, reminded him of the ſolemn agreement 
they had made to be mutually true to each others intereſt, 

When Jonathan left him and returned back to the city, 
David ſuftered the moſt violent perturbations of mind; and 
perhaps, the ſevere neceſſity he was under of parting with his 
dear companion and faithful comforter, made him ſuppoſe 
that Gop had forſaken him; for inſtead of applying to the 
Lok for ſuccour, he had recourſe to ſuch ſtratagems as 
could only be ſuggeſted by deſpair: nay, he was even guilty 
of a violation of truth, for he went to Nob, where the Ta- 
bernacle was, and pretending that he came on haſty bulineſs 
from the K ng, he obtained from Abimelech the high-prieſt, 
the ſword of Goliath, and with that very weapon by his fide, 
with which he had beheaded the mighty champion of Gath, 
went to that city to ſeek refuge. Whether David's reaſor:. 
was fo diſturbed by his misfortunes, that he was incapable 
of reflection; or whether he- ated the madman through 
policy, as the only means of ſaving his life, is difficult to de- 
cide; but he was treated as a perſon beſide himſelf, and 
Achiſh, the king of Gath, refuſed to entertain him; he there- 
fore retired from thence, and having no earthly friend to flec 
to, went and hid himſelf in a cave at Adullam, where he 
-” | might. 
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might be ſafe at leaſt for a time, from the perſecution of 
Saul, It was a place fortified by nature, and ſo fitted for the 
ſecurity of perſons in diſtreſs, that we are told, it has fre- 
quently given refuge from the Turks to Chriſtians, who have 
fled thither with their flocks and herds, 

When David's relations heard how Saul had treated him, 
they had reaſon to fear that he would extend his malice to 
them alſo; they therefore repaired to the cave of Adullam, 
in order to concert meaſures for their ſecurity; and many 
others, whom diſtreſs or oppreſſion had driven into exile, 
came to join David, {ſuppoſing that he would endeavour to 
ſupplant Saul, fo that he ſoon had 300 men under his coin— 
mand,-—Filial piety, for which David was remarkable, made 
him very ſolicitous for the ſafety of his parents; he therefore 
procured a place of refuge for them in the land of Moab, 
which the king of that country might grant on account of 
Jefle's deſcent from Ruth, who was a Moabiteſs. 


. 


SAUL PURSUETH DAVID— HE KILLE TE 
THE PRIESTS, 


ND there came > of the children of Penjamin, and 
Judah, to the hold unto ede vid. 
And David went out to meet them, and anſwered 


and ſaid unto them, If ye be come ae unto me 


to help me, my heart ſhall be knit unto you: but if ye 
be come to betray. me to mine enemies, ſeeing there 
is no wrong in mine hands, the Gop of our fathers 
ook thereon, and rebuke it. 


Then 


380 DOEG THE EDOMITE. 


Then the Spirit came upon Amaſai, who was the 
the chief of the captains, and he ſaid, Thine are we, 
David, and on thy ſide, thou ſon of Jeſſe: peace, peace 
be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers; for thy 
Gop helpeth thee. Then David received them and 
made them captains of the band. 

When Saul heard that David was diſcovered, and 
the men that were with him, (now Saul abode in Gi- 
beah under a tree in Ramah: having his ſpear in 
his hand, and all his ſervants were ſtanding about 
him.) 

Then Saul ſaid unto his ſervants that ſtood about 
him, Hear now, ye Benjamites, will the ſon of Jeſic 
give every one of you fields and vineyards, and make 
you all captains of thouſands, and captains of hun- 
dreds; that all of you have conſpired againſt me, and 
there is none that ſheweth me that my fon hath made 
a league with the ſon of Jeſſe, and there is none of you 
that is ſorry for me, or ſheweth unto me that my ion 
hath ſtirred up my ſervant againſt me, to lie in wait, 
as at this day. 

Then anſwered Doeg the Edomite, which was ſet 
cover the ſervants of Saul, and ſaid, I ſaw the ſon of 
Jeſſe coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the fon of 
Ahitub. 

And he enquired of the Lord for him, and gave 
him victuals, and gave him the [word of Goliath the 
Philiftine. | 

Then the king ſent to call Ahimelech the prieſt, the 
ſon of Ahitub, and all his father” s houſe, the prieſts 
that 
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that were in Nob. And they came all of them to 
the king. | 

And Saul ſaid, Fear now, thou ſon of Ahitub. 
And he anſwered, Here I am, my lord. 

And Saul faid unto him, Why have ye conſpired 
azainſt me, thou and the fon of Jeſſe, in that thou 
haſt given him bread and a ſword, and haſt enquired 
of GoD for him, that he ſhould riſe againſt me, to lie 
in wait, as at this day! then Ahimelech anſwered 
the king, and ſaid, And who is ſo faithful among all 
thy ſervants as David, which is the king's ſon-in 
law, and goeth at thy bidding, and is honourable in 
thine houſe? did I then begin to enquire of Gov for 
him? be it far from me. Let not the king impute 
any- thing unto his ſervant, nor to all the houſe of 
my father: for thy ſervant knew nothing of all this, 
leſs or more. 

And the king faid, Thou ſhalt ſurely die Ahime- 
lech, thou, and all thy father's houſe. 

And the king ſaid unto the footmen that food 
about him, Turn and ſlay the prieſts of the Lo; 
becauſe their hand alſo is with David, and becauſe 
they knew when he fied, and did not ſhew it me. 
But the ſervants of the king would not put forth 
their hand to fall upon the prieſts of the Lozp. 

And the king ſaid to Doeg, Turn thou and fall 
upon the prieſts. And Dcez the Edomite turned and 
he fell upon the priefts, and flew on that day four- 
ſcore and five perſons that did wear a linen ephod. 


And 


332 ABIATHAR ABIDETH WITH DAVID. 


And Nob, the city of the prieſts ſmote he with thc 
edge of the ſword, both men and women, children 
and ſucklings, and oxen and aſſes and ſheep, with the 
edge of the ſword. 

And one of the ſons of Ahimelech the fon of Ahi- 


tub, named Abiathar, eſcaped and fled after David. 

And Abiathar ſhewed David that Saul had ſlain the 
Lokp's prieſts, 

And David faid unto Abiathar, I knew it that day, 
when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would 
ſurely tell Saul, I have occaſioned the death of all the 
perſons of thy father's houſe. 

Abide thou with me, fear not: for he that ſeeketh 
my life, ſeeketh thy life: but with me thou ſhalt be in 
ſafeguard. 


— be 
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ANNOTATIONS AN DP REFLECTIONS, 


2 — - 2 
— Men 


It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Saul governed in a very 
tyrannical manner, which occaſioned ſome of his braveſt of- 
ficers to revolt from him, and join themſelves to David, with 
a view to raiſe him to the throne. David, however, re- | 
| ſolved to wait the Lokp's time, and not to employ thoſe 
forces againſt his ſovereign, but only in defending himſelt 
againſt the inhabitants of the country he might happen to re- 
ſide in. When David began to appear with his little army, Ir 
the news was ſoon brought to Saul, who immediately en- c 
camped with royal ſtate, and calling his ſoldiers together, p 
1 inſinuated, that Jonathan and David were confederated 
againſt him: had the charge been true, Saul would have de- 
6 ſerved both pity and ſupport; but it was founded on jea- 2 
| louſy and falſehood, for neither his ſon, or David, meant D 
to 


DAVID RELIEVES KEILAH, 


to do him ill; he himſelf was the aggreſſor. Doeg was de- 
tirous of gaining the favour of the king by informing againit 
the high-prieſt; but. omitted to tell, that Ahimelech was 


induced to afliſt David, from a ſuppoſition that he came 
from Saul, 


0 
384 


How cruel was Saul in condemning ſo many innocent per- 
ſons to death! How wicked was Doeg in executing the hor- 
rid ſentence! There was great impiety in Saul's ordering the 
LoRD's prieſts to be ſlain. 

Abiathar the ſon of Ahimelech, was moſt probably with 
the "Tabernacle, by which means he eſcaped the maſſacre, 
David now reflected on himſelf for his deceitful conduct, in 
pretending to Ahimelech that he came by commiſſion from 
the king, which had occaſioned this fatal calamity ; all the 
recompence he could make, was, to promiſe his protection 
to Abiathar, This event ought to caution every perſon to 
avoid daplicity; for none can poſlibly foreſee the bad conſe - 
quences of which it may be productive. | 


CC 
S U F P IL N M E N T 


The firſt exploit in which David employed his valiant 
troops, was the relief of Keilah, a city belonging to the tribe 


of Judah, which the Philiftines, encouraged by David's diſ- 


grace, and the inteſtine diviſions in Saul's kingdom, had be- 
ſieged. David, on this occaſion, ſhewed that he had all the 
noble generoſity of a true hero; he longed to reſcue his 
countrymen from their triumphant foes ; but as the enter- 
prize was important, he firſt enquired the will of the Lo xb, 
by means of Abiathar, who, with the ephod, had fled to 
him. The anſwer was favourable to his withes; for the LoRD 
ſaid unto Dawid, go and ſmite the Philiſtines, and ſave Keilah. 
David's men were fearful of engaging in ſo unequal a com- 

| bat; 


. U 


384 DAVIDs ESCAPE. 


bat; to ſatisfy them, therefore, he once more enquired the 
Twill of the Lo RD, and led them on to conqueſt. The vic- 
tory was ſo compleat, that they purſued the Philiſtines into 
their own land, and ſeized a great number of cattle, which 
afforded a ſeaſonably ſupply for his army ; he then took up 
his reſidence in Keilah, which Saul being informed of, he 
reſolved to beſiege David there: but David had again re- 
courſe to Abiathar, to learn what the. LoxD required him 
to do in this emergency, and was warned to depart, as the 
men of the city, notwithſtanding the deliverance he had 
wrought, would betray him and his followers into the hands 
of Saul. David, therefore, haſtily ailembled his troops, 
which were encreaſed to 600, and retired with the utmoſt 
precipitation, without reſolving whither to go, but truſting 
them and himſelf entirely to the guidance of Divixs PRo- 
VIDENCE. | | | | 

David's eſcape was a great diſappointment to Saul; but he 
till reſolved to deſtroy him, if poſſible: David on the con- 
trary, notwithſtanding his ſucceſs againſt the Philiſtines, 
avoided all hoſtilities with Saul; and, inſtead of acting ct- 
tenſively againſt him, ſubmitted to flee as a bird unto the 


mountains, The place of his retreat was the wilderneſs ot 


Ziph, in a wood; here he was favoured with a viſit from his 
dear friend Jonathan, who came privately to him, and ia 
the kindeſt and nobleſt manner, encouraged him to truſt in 
Gop. He reminded him, that he had been anointed Cap- 
rain of the LoxD's inheritance ; he would certainly {ſucceed 
Saul in the kingly office; and aſſured him, that, for his own 
part, he ſhould never obſtruct his acceſſion to the throne, 
becauſe he would not oppoſe zhe will of the Mosr Hi, 
Tho ſetteth up one, and putteth down another; but ſhould 


think it a happineſs, beyond what a crown could bring, to 


be the firſt in his affection and eſteem. He likewiſe told 
David that Saul was fully convinced, that the kingdom was 


deſigned by God for him, though he continued to perſecute 


him; 


JONATHAN's. DEPARTURE. 385 
1m. Jonathan and David then joined in a repetition of 
their former covenant, and Jonathan departed to his houſe, 
tor he would not ſtay with David, leſt it ſhould appear like 
rebellion againſt his father ; neither would he countenance 
Saul in his unjuſt proceedings againſt a man, of whoſe in- 
nocence he was ſo perfectly convinced. 

In the midſt of the dangers and troubles that ſurrounded 
lum, David is ſuppoſed to have penned the following Pſalm; 


A PRAYER dH DN 


CZ GOD, thou art my GOD, cer vill I ferk the: 
thirfleth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee 
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land, where no water is. 
To fee thy n and thy glery 
fo iets V. 


Becauſe thy owing kindn: 15 is. better than liſes my 
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Thus will bleſs ther, while I li T avill lift wp my bands 
in thy name. 

My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with riarrsw 
my mouth ſhall proſe thee with joyful lips 

When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate 
the nght-watchcs, 

Becauſe thou haſt been my help; 1 
Wings wyill I rejoice. 


id. fatneſs 5 ani 
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erefore 7; the ſhedsw of thy 


My foul followweth hard after thee + thy right hand uphnldett 
me. | 


* Plalm Ixin, 


Vol. II. 8 S ECT, 
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Turk ZEPHITES COME ro SAUl,—He pur- 
SUETH DaAviD,—DUT RETURNED TO op- 
POSE THE PHILISTINES, 


HEN came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibcah, 


 faying, Doth not David hide himſelf with us in 
ſtrong holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, 
which is on the ſouth of Jeſhimon ? 

Now therefore, O king, come down according to 
all the defire of thy ſoul to come down; and our part 
ſhall be to deliver him into the king's hand. 

And Saul faid, Bleſſed be ye of the Lorp; for 
ye have compaſſion on me. 

Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and ſee 
his place where his haunt is, and who hath feen him 
there: forit is told me, that he dealeth very ſubtilly. 

See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurk- 
ing places where he hideth himſelr, and come yet 
again to me with the certainty, and I will go with 
you: and it ſhall come to- paſs, if he be in the land, 
that I will ſearch him out throughout all the thouſands 
of judah. 

And they aroſe and went to Ziph before Saul: 


but David and his men were in the wilderneſs of 
Maon, in the plain on the ſouth of Jeſſimon. 

Saul alſo and his men went to ſeek him. And 
they toid David: wherefore he came down into a 
| rock, 
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N 
rock, and abode in the wilderneſs of Maon. And 
when Saul heard that, he purſued after David in the 
wilderneſs of Maon. 

And Saul went on this fide of the mountain, and 
David and his men on that ſide of the mountain: 
and David made haſte to get away for fear of Haul: 
for Saul and his men compaſſed David and lis men 
ound about to take them, 

But there came a meſſenger unto gaul, ſahing, 
Haſte thee, and come: {or the Fhiliſtines have in- 
vaded the land. 

Wherefore Saul returned from purſuing after David, 
and went againſt the Philiſtines. Therefore they called 
tnat place Sela-hamahlckoch. 

And David went up from tbence, and dweit in 


* 


ſtrong holds at En-gedi. 


ANNOTATIONS AN DP RET LECTIONS 


David being reſolved to avoid a conteſt with his foverei,n, 
took flight; but would moſt likely have fallen into the hands 
of Saul, had not the king been haftily called away to oppoſe 
the Philiſtines: this was a moſt providential deliverance to 
David. On this occaſion, the following plalm * is nuf d 
to have been penned: 


A THANKSGIVING. 


Save me, O GoD, by thy name, and judge me by thy flrensth. 
Hear my prayer, O 8209 f car to the words of miy 
mouth, 
* Chandler's Life of King David, 
B' 2 * 


388 DAY-IDs EMPLOYMENT. 

For ftrangers are riſen up againſt me, and oppreſſors ſeck afier 
my ſoul ; they ham not fet GOD before them. 

Beheld, Go is mine helper: the LoRkD is with them that 
uphold my foul. 

He fhall reward cwil unto mine enemies; cut them off in thy 
truth. 

I will freely ſacrifice unto thee I will praiſe thy name, O 
LoRD, for it is good. | 

For be hath delivered me out of all my trouble aud mine 
Se bath ſeen his defire upon mine enemies, 

It appears * probable, that David abode ſome time in the 
ſtrong-holds of En-gedi, and that he employed his troops 
in cultivating the country; for we can hardly ſuppoſe that 
he ſuffered them to remain idle: befides, in his Plalins, he 
frequently mentions, that he barren land became fruitful : 
the wilderneſs a flanding water + that the LORD prepared them 
a table in the preſence of their enemies. That he bleſſed them ja 
that they multiplied exceedingly, and ſuffered not their cattle tu 
decreaſe ; from which may be inferred, that rural occupation; 
filled up thoſe ſpaces, which would otherwiſe have been 
waſted in 1dleneſs, and that the LORD bleſſed the labours ot 
their hands, It likewiſe appears, that David exerciſed his 
mind in the contemplation of the works of nature; and we 
may ſuppoſe that he inſtructed his followers to admire the 
wiſdom of Gov, in the creation and government of the 
world, by thoſe charming compoſitions which the Hoy 
SPIRIT? inſpired for his own comfort, and the benefit of 
i Rds . 


* Delany's Life of King David. + See iu particular Pſalm civ, 
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SAUL'S LIFE, 


A ND it came to paſs when Saul was returned from 
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L the Philitines, that it was told him, 
aying,. Benold, David is in the wilderneſs of En- 
mel, 

Then Saul took three tnouſand choſen men ou: of 
all Lirael, and went to ſeek David and his men up?2! 
the rocks of the wild goats. 

And he came to the ſheep-cotes by the way, wWiere 
was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his fect, an 
David and his men remai 5 in che ſides of the cave. 

And the men of David fa:d unto him, Eechold the 
day of which the LORD a unto thee, Echola I weill 
deliver thine enemy into thine liand, thit thou mayeſt 
do to him as it Kat ſeem good unto thee, Then 
David aroſe, and cut off tic {zirt of Gaul's robe 
privily. 


And it came to paſs after ward, that David's heart 


[mote him, becauſe he had cut off Saul's ſcirt. 


And he ſaid unto his men, "The Loxp forbid that 


I thould do this thing unto my maiter tae Loxp's 
anointed, to ſtretch forth mine hand againſt him, fee- 
ing he is the anointed of the Lon. | 


9 3 80 


399 DAVIDs EXPOSTULATION. 


So David ſtayed his ſervants with theſe words, and 
ſuffered them not to riſe againſt Saul. But Saul roſe 
up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

David alſo aroſe afterward, and went out of the 
cave, and cried after Saul, ſaying, My lord the king. 
Ard when Saul looked behind him, David ſtooped 
with his face to the earth, and bowed himſelf. 

And David ſaid to Saul, Wherefore hezreft thou 
nien's words, ſaying, Pchoid, David feeketh thy 
wart? Ay thine eyes have ſeen how that the 


_-- — 


onb hath delivered thee to day into mine hand 
ul the cave: and ſome bade me kill tliee, but mine 
de ſpared thee: and J faid, I will not put forth mine 
hand againft my lord; for he is the Lon p's anointed, 

Mor cover, my father, ſee, yen, ſee the ſhirt of thy 
robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the ſkirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not: know thou and fee that 
there is neither cvil nor tranſgreſſion in mine hand, 
2nd I have not ſinned againſt thee: yet thou hunteſt 
my ſoul to take it. 

The Loxp judge between me and thee, and the 
Loa p a avenge me of thee: but mine hand ſhall not be 
upon thee, 

As ſaith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedneſs 
proceedeth from the wicked; but mine hand ſhall not 
be upon thee. 

After whom is the king of Iſrael come out? after 
whom doſt thou purſue? after a dead dog, after a 
ſtea. | | 


The 
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The Lord therefore be judge, between me and 
thee, and fee, and plead my eauſe, and deliver me 
out of thine hand. 

And it came to pais when David had made an end 
of ſpeaking theſe words unto Saul, that Saul ſaid, Is 
this thy voice, my fon David? and Saul lift up his 
voice, and wept, 

And he ſaid to David, Thou art more rip 
than I; for thou haſt rewerded me good, he i 
have rewarded thee evi! 

And thou haſt ſhewed this day how that thou laſt 
dealt well with. me: foraſmuch as when the L,5rn 
had delivered me into thine hand, thou killed me 
not. 


5 


For if a man find his e Will he let him go 
well away? wherefore the Loni rewarded thee good 
for that thou haſt done unto me 4 d Gay. 

And now behold, I know well that thou ſhalt 
ſurely be king, and that the kingdom of Iſrael ſhall be 

eftabliſhed in thine hand. 
- Swear now therefore unto me by the Loxp, that 
thou wilt not cut off my ſeed after me, and that thou 
wilt not deſtroy my name out of my father's houſe. ” 

And David {ware unto Saul. And Saul went 
home: but David and kis men gat them up unto the 
hold. 

And Samuel died: and all the Iſraelites were ga- 

thered together and lamented him, and buried him in 
his houſe at Ramah. And David aroſe, and went 
down to the wilderne!s of Faran. | 
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ANNOTATIONS A&D REFLECTIONS 
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In the countries inhabited by the Iſraelites there were man; 
large caves, partly natural, and partly enlarged by art, for 
the ſhelter of ſheep from the licat of the ſun. David finding 
that Saul was in purſuit of him, and that if he was confined 
to the rocks where he had taken refuge, he and his army 
would ſoon be ſtarved, had private y entered into a cave, 
with ſome of his followers; the reſt were probably diſperſed 
in other places. Saul being wearied with the purſuit, turn 
into this very cave to reſt, = it is probable, indulged hi 


cif with a ſhort repoſe. David had now an opportunity ol 


putting an end to his fears, and had he followed the dictates 


of human Pr cy, he certainly would have complied with his 
friend's advice; but he was actuated by nobler * PIROP les: 
truſt in Go d, and reſpect for his ſovereign; under whoſe 
banner, he would gladly and courageouſly have 3 
a hott of Philiſtine foes, but he feared to lift up his hand 
42ainſt the LorD's auointed; and rather choſe to endure alt 
the miſeries of perſecution and exile, than advance himſelf to 
the throne, till it ſhould pleaſe Gop to call him to it, | 
We find that David felt remorſe for having even put an af. 
front upon his king. How muſt Saul have been aftonithed, 
when he hear the voice of David, addreſſing him in terms of 
kindneſs, as his king and father; holding in his hand ſuch a 
convincing proof, that he meant him no ill, but, on the con- 
trary, was reſolved not to be his own aveager. This pathetic 
ſpeech was irreſiſtible; and even Saul's hard heart was for a 
while ſoftened; tears of gratitude ſtreamed from his eyes, and 


his lips uttered bleſlings on his generous adverſary, and ac- 


knowledged that David was more ri tous than himſelf. 
David, willing to give 757 poſſible Roy of his integrity, 

took the cath which Saul required, and moſt religiouſty oh. 

{erved:y 
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ferved it; but as Saul had ſo frequently violated his ſolemn 
engagements, David did not delire an oath in return; neither 
did he ſuppoſe that Saul's penitence and reconciliation would 
be laſting; but he had ample caule to praiſe the Lokp for 
his goodneſs, in ſupporting his mind under ſuch a conflict, 
which had procured him the higheſt gratification a venerous 
heart can know, that of returning benefits for injuries. 
Having eſcaped* this danger, and got ſatc out of the cave, he 
compoled the following pf: 


A-PRAYER OT DAVI DI. 


Be merciful unto me, O Gon, be meriſul unto me, for my 


foul truſteth in thee: yea, under the ſhadow of thy wings will 7 


make my refuge, until theſe calamincs be overpaſt. 

I will cry unto Gov moſt High: unte Gop that performeth 
all things for me. 

He ball fend frem heaven and fave me from the reproach 
of bim that would favallow me up; Gob fhall ſend forth IH; 
mercy and His truth. 

My foul is among lions, and I lie even among them that are 
ſet on fire, even the ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears and ar- 
rows, and their tongue a har ſword. 

Be thou exalied, O Gop, above the heawens : let thy glory 
be above all the earth. 


They bade prepared a.net for my ſfleps, my foul is baxwed. 


down: they have digged a pit before me, into the midſt whe ronf 
they are fallen themſelves. 

My heart is fixed, 0 Gop, my. heart 1s fixed: I uill ſing 
and give praiſo. 

Awake up my glory, aware Lale ry and harp: I myſelf <wil 
awake early, | 

I awill praiſe thee, O T,oeD among the prople + I xvid! ſine 
wnto thee among the nations, 

* Chandler's Life of King David. + Pſalm lui. 
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Lor ti mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the 
clouds, 

Be thou excitzd, O Gop, above the heavens: let thy glory be 
about all the carth, 


% Samuel“ had been the judge of Iſrael about 40 years, 
and having ruled with ſo much integrity and juſtice, nv 
wonder that his death was unzverſally lamented. He was 
buried at his own houſe ; for there were no places of public 
ſepulchre in thoſe days: ſepulchres were moſtly in fields and 
rocks. He was attended by all Iſrael to his grave; and 
many hundred years after, his remains were removed with 
equal ſolemnity from Ramah to Conſtantinople, by the Em- 
peror Arcadius. | 

„As Saul was ſo tyrannical, and David in obſcurity, the 
people were very ill-governed; ſo that they had ſufficient 
reaſon to lament the loſs of this holy man, who had been de- 
voted to Gop from his very birth, had made the ſervice of 
the Lob, and the welfare of his people, his buſineſs and 
his pleaſure. An enemy to avarice and ambition, Samuel 
had ſet aſide his own ſons, as they were unworthy, and elected 
two ſtrangers in ſucceſſion, to the ſupreme command. So 
far from envying his ſucceflor, that he pitied and prayed for 
him. It were hard to determine, which was happieſt ; his 
life or his death, He lived to the nobleſt purpoſes; the 
glory of Gop, and the good of his country: and he died, 
tull of years, and univerſally lamented.““ 

% Such was Samuel! Such always was, and ſuch always 
will be, in a good meaſure, the end of all thoſe, whoſe be- 
ginnings are laid in true religion; whoſe duty is their de. 
light, and whole Go» their glory.“ 


* Delany's Life of King David. 
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DAviD SENDETH TO NABAL FoR PRO VTS1IONS—. 
Is REFUSED—David's ANGER—ABIGATL's IN 
TERPOSITION., 


A there was a man in Maon, whoſe poſſeſſions 
were in Carmel; and the man was very great, 
and he had three thouſand ſheep, and a thouſand 
goats; and he was ſhearing his ſheep in Carmel. 
Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the 
name of his wite, Abigail ; and ſhe was a woman of 
good underitanding, and of a beautiful countenance : 
but the man was churliſh and evil in his doings; and 
ne was of the houſe of Caleb. 


And David heard in the wilderneſs, that Nabal 


did ſhear his ſheep. 

And David ſent out ten young men, and David 
ſaid unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, 
and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name. And 
thus ſhail ye ſay to him that liveth in proſperity, 
Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine houſe, 
and peace be unto all that thou haſt. 

And now TI have heard that thou Haſt ſhearers; now 


thy ſhepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, 


neither was there ougit milling unto them, all the. 


while they were in Carmel 
Aſx thy young men, a = they will ihew thee. 
Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine 
8 6 eyes; 
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; 

eyes; for we come in a good day; give, I pray thee, 
whatiocve cometh to thine hand, unto thy ſervants, 
and to thy fon David. 

And when David's young men came, they ſpake to 
Nabal according to all thoſe words in the name of Da- 
vid, and ceaſed, 

And Nabal anſwered David's ſervants, and faid, 
Who is David? and who is the fon of ſeſſe? there be 
many ſervants now a days that break away every man 
from his maſter, 

Shall I then take my bread and my water, and my 
fleſh that I have killed for my ſhearers, and give it 
unto men whom I know not whence they be. 

So David's young men turned their way, and went 
again, and came and told him all thoſe ſayings. 

And David faid unto his men, Gird ye on every 
man his ſword. And they girded on every man his 
word; and David alfo dee on his ſword ; and there 
went up after David about four hundred men; and 
two hundred abode by the ſtuff. 

But one of the young men told Abigail Nabal's wife 
ſaying, Behold, David fent meſſengers out of the wil- 
derneſs to ſalute our maſter; and he railed on them. 

But the men were very good unto us, and we were 
not hurt, neither miſſed we any thing as long as we 
were converſant with them when we were in the fields. 

They were a wall unto us both by night and day, 
al the while we were with them keeping the ſheep. 

Now therefore know and confider what thou wilt 


do: for evil is detcrinined againſt our maſter, and 
againſt 
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againſt all his houſhold: for he is ſuch a ſon of Be- 
tal that a man cannot ſpeak to him. 

Then Abigail made haſte, and took two hundred 
loaves, and two bottics of wine; and five theep 
ready dreſſed, and five meaſures of parched corn, 
and an hundred cluſters of raiſins, and two hundred 
cakes of figs, and laid them on aſſes. 

And ſhe ſaid unto her ſervants, Go on before me: 
behold, I come after you. But ſhe told not her huC. 
band Nabal. | | 

And it was fo, as ſhe rode on the aſs, that ſhe 
came down by the covert of the hill, and behold, 
David and his men came down againſt her: and ſhe 
met them. | 

Now David had ſaid, Surely in vain have I kept all 
that this fellow hath in the wilderaeſs, fo that nothing 
was milled of all that pertained unto him; and ho 
hath requited me evil for good. 

So and more alſo do God unto the enemies of 
David, if 1 leave of all that pertain to him by the 
morning light one man. 

And when Abigail ſaw David, the haſted and 
lighted off the aſs, and fell before David on her face, 
and bowed herſelf to the ground. 


And fell at his feet, and ſaid, Upon me, my lord, 
upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, 
I pray thee, ſpeak in thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. COS: 

Let not my lord, | pray thee, regard this man of 
Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, ſo is he: 

Naba! 
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Nabal is his name, and folly is with him; but J thine 
handmaid faw not the young men of my lord, whom 
thou didit ſend. | 

Now therefore, my lord, as the Lorp liveth, and 
as thy ſoul liveth, ſeeing the LORD hath with-holden 
thee from coming to ſhed blood, and from avenging 
thyſelf with thine own hand: now let thine enemies, 
and they that ſeck evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 

And now this bleſſing which thine handmaid hath 
brought unto my lord, let it even be given unto the 
young men that follow my lord. 

I pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of thine kntdawals, 
For the LoR D will certainly make my lord a ſure houſe: 
becauſe my lord fighteth the battles of the LoRD, and 
evil hath not been found in thee all thy days. 

Yet a man 1s riſen to purſue thee, and to ſeek thy 

ſoul: but the ſoul of my lord ſhall be bound in the 
bundle of life with the Lord thy Gop; and the ſouls 
of thine enemies, them ſhall he ſling out, as out of 
the middle of a fling. 
And it thall come to paſs when the Lon ſhall have 
done to my lord according to all the good that he hath 
ſpoken concerning thee, and ſhall have appointed thee 
ruler over lirael z that this ſhall be no grief unto thee, 
nor offence of heart unto my lord, either that thou 
haſt ſhed blood cauſeleis, or that my lord hath | 
| avenged himſelf; but when the Loxp ſhall have 
dealt well with my = then remember thine hand- 
maid. 


Aud 
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And David ſaid to Abigail, Eleſſed be the Lon p 
Gop of Iſrael, wlio ſent thee this day to meet me: 

and bleſſed be thy advice, and bleſſed be thou, Which 
haſt kept me this day from coming to ſhed blood, 
and from avenging myſelf with mine own hand. 

For in very deed, as the LoRD Goo of Ifracl 
liveth which hath kept me back from hurting thee, 
except thou hadſt haſted and come to meet me, ſurely 
there had not been left unto Nabal, by the morning 
light, one man. 

So David received of her hand that which ſhe had 
brought him, and ſaid unto her, Go up in peace to 

thine houſe; ſee, I have hearkened to thy voice: 
and have accepted thy perſon. 

And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he held 
a feaſt in his houſe like the feaſt of a king; and Na- 
bal's heart was merry within him, for he was very drun- 
ken: wherefore ſhe told him nothing, leſs or more 
until the morning light. 

But it came to paſs in the morning, when the wine 
was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him 
theſe things, that his heart died within him, and he 
became as a ſtone. | 

And it came to paſs about ten days after, that the 
Lonxp ſmote Nabal, that he diet. 

And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he 
faid, Bleſſed be the Lonp that hath pleaded the cauſe 
of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath 
kept his ſervant from evil; for the Lord hath re- 
| turned 
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turned the wickedneſs of Nabal upon his own head, 
And David ſent and communed with Abigail, to take 
her to him to wife. 

And when the ſervants of David were come to 
Abigail to Carme], they ſpake unto her, ſaying, Da- 
vid ſent us unto thee to take thee to him to wife. 

And the aroſe and bowed herſelf on her face to the 
earth, and ſaid, Behold, let thine handmaid be a 
ſervant to walh the feet of the ſervants of my lord. 

And Abigail haſted, and aroſe, and rode upon an 
als with five damſels of hers that went after her, and 
ſhe went after the meſſengers of David, and became 
his wife. 

David alſo took Ahinoam of Jezreel : and they 
were alſo both of them his wives. 

But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David's 
wite, to Fhalti the ſon of Laiſh, which was of 
Gaalim. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


flappy was it for David, as well as for the men in Nabal's 
family, that Abigail went forth to meet him: the means ſhe 
made uſe of to appeaſe him, ſhew that ſhe was a very prudent 
woman; ſhe certainly was perſuaded that the Lorp had ap- 
pointed David to rule over Ifrael, and that he was on this 
account, as well as for his perſonal merit, entitled to reſpect. 
There was an abſolute neceſlity for her imputing Nabal's 
churliſhneſs to his folly, in order to ſave his life, as no other 
excuſe could be offered for him; beſides, we muſt conſider 
that ſhe had great reaſon to blame her huſband for the dan- 
ger to which he had expoſed his family: with the moſt pow- 
erful 


, AOL 


erful arguments from honour and religion, ſhe endeavoured 
to keep David from ſhedding blood, and entreated him to re- 
gard her as the offender, imploriag his pardon, which ſhe 
thought he had too much generoſity and compailion to refuſe. 
This polite and elegant addreſs appeaſed his rage, and he 
now thought with horror on the deed he intended to have 
perpetrated, From the manner in which David expreſſed his 
thankfulneſs to Gop for preſerving him from this fin, we 
may conclude that he would have felt great contrition it he 
ad committed it: let us not therefore haſtily accuſe him of 
cruelty oi temper ; but conſider his provocation. Nabal's 
behaviour was extremely ungrateful, inſolent, and contemp— 
tuous ; and the words he made ufe of will aþpear particular- 
ly aggravating, if we conlider them as addreiled to a valiant 
general at the head of his troops, one who was a king's ſon- 
in-law, and who had been anvinted captain of the LORD's in- 
heritance. Surely then we muſt, inſtead of condemning, admire 
David's noble behaviour in conquering his paſſion as ſoon as he 
was reminded of his duty; as well as his humility in acknow- 
ledging his obligation to Abigail, whom he immediately dif- 
fed, that the might relieve the fears of her houſhold, 
From this ſtory, ſeveral important leſſons may be learnt. 
Firſt, that it is very dangerous to proceed to as of revenge, 
whilſt we are under the influence of paſſion ; for thoſe who 
do fo, will be hurried. into fins; which may imbitter the re- 
mainder of their days, It likewiſe teaches us, that a mild 
and gentle behaviour, will generally ſubdue that anger, 
which ariſes in a generous breaſt from a ſenſe of injuries; Da- 
vid's was of this kind, though immoderate in its degree; 
and therefore he deſerves not to be ranked with thoſe m- 
cable characters, who are deaf to all the pleadings of reaſon 
and humanity; who can, like Saul, coolly plan the moſt ma- 
licious ſchemes, and are not to be diverted from the execu- 
tion. of them by any means. 


From 
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| 
1 
18 


402 SAUL PURSUETH DAVID, 


From the death of Nabal we may diſcover, that ſuch in- 
juſtice as his is very unpleaſing to the Lord; and that Got 
will, himſelf, avenge the cauſe of the righteous, It is there. 
fore, much the beſt way to leave the chaſtiſement of ingrati- 
tude to the ſupreme Judge, who ſeeth the thoughts of every 
heart, and can determine what the meaſure of guilt is, which 
it is impoſſible ſhort- ſighted mortals ſhould be capable of 
doing. 

We cannot wonder, that David ſhould admire the beauty, 
wiſdom, and elegance of Abigail, and wiſh to have ſuch a 
companion, eſpecially as he had no other way of ſhewing Is 
gratitude ; but we regret to find, that he gave into the cuſ- 
tom of the age he lived in, of having ſeveral wives, 
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David FINDET SAUL ASLEEP TAK ETH HIS 


SPEAR AND CRusk. 


ND the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, 
ſaying, Doth not David hide himſelf in the hill 
of Hachilah, which is before Jeſhimon ? | 
Then Saul aroſe, and went down to the wilderneſs 
of Ziph, having three thouſand choſen men of Ifrael 
with him, to ſeek David in the wilderneſs of Ziph. 
And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is 
before Jeſhimon, by the way. But David abode in 


the wilderneſs, and he ſaw that Saul came after him 


into the wildernels, 
David therefore ſent out ſpies and underſtood that 
Saul was come in very deed. 


And 
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And David aroſe, and came to the place where 
Saul had pitched: and David beheld the place where 
Saul lay, and Abner the ſon of Ner, the captain of 
his hoſt. And Saul lay in the trench, and the peo- 
ple pitched round about him. 

Then faid David to Ahimelech the Hittite, and 
to Abiſhai the ſon of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, Who 
will go down with me to Saul to the camp? and 
Abiſhai faid, I will go down with thee, 

So David and Abithai came to the people by night. 
And behold Saul lay fleeping within the trench, and 
nis fpear ftuck in the ground at his boiſter ; but Ab- 
ner and the people lay round about him, 

Then ſaid Abiſhai to David, Gop hath delivered 
thine enemy into thine hend this day: now thereſore 
let me ſmite him, I pray thee, with the ſpear even to 
the earth at once, and 1 will not ſmite him the ſecond 
time. | | 5 
And David faid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him not: for 
who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Loxp's 
anointed and be guiltlels ? | 
David ſaid furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the 
Lonxp fhall ſmite him: or his day ſhall come to die; 
or he ſhall deſcend into battle, and periſh, 

The Lord forbid that I ſhould ſtretch forth mine, 
hand againſt the Lord's anointed: but I pray thee 
take thou now the ſpear that is at his bolſter, and the 
cruſe of water, and let us go. 

So David took the ſpear, ' and the cruſe of water 
from Saul's bolſter; and they gat them away, and no 

man 
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man ſaw it, nor knew it, neither awaked: for they 
were all aſleep; becauſe a ſleep from the Lozap was 
fallen upon them. 

Then David went over to the other fide, and ſtood 
on the top of an hill, afar. off: a great ſpace being be- 
tween them: and David cried to the people, and to 
Abner the ſon of Ner, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou not, 
Abner? then Abner anſwered and ſaid, Who art 
thou that crieſt to the king? and David ſaid to Abner, 
Art not thou a valiant man? and who is like to 
thee in Iſrael? wherefore then haſt thou not kept thy 
lord the king? for there came one of the people in 
to deſtroy the king thy lord. 

This thing is not good that thou haſt done. A3 


the Lond liveth, ye are worthy to die, becauſe ye 


have not kept your maſter the Lokp's anointed. 
And now ſee where the king's ſpear is, and the cruſe 
of water that was at his bolſter. 

And Saul knew David's voice, and ſaid, Is this 


thy voice, my fon David? and David faid, It is my 


voice, my lord, O king. 

And hefaid, Wherefore doth my lord the king hear 
the words of his ſervant. If the Loxp have ſtirred 
thee up againſt me, let him accept an offering: but 
if they be the children of men, curſed be they beforc 
the LorD; for they have driven me out this day from 
abiding in the inheritance of the LORD; laying, Go 


© ſerve other gods. 


Now therefore let not my blood fall to the th be- 
fore the face of the LoRD: for the king of Iſrael is 


COMe. 
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come out to ſeek a flea, as when one doth hunt a 
partridge in the mountains. | 
Then ſaid Saul, I have ſinned: return, my ſon 
David: for I will no more do thee harm, becauſe my 
ſoul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I 
have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 

And David anſwered and ſaid, Behold the king's 
ſpear; and let one of the young men come over and 
fetch it. 

The Lorp render to every man his righteouſneſs 
and his faithfulneſs: for the LoD delivered thee into 
my hand to day, but I would not ſtretch forth mine 
hand againſt the Lok p's anointed, 

And behold, as thy life was much ſet by this day 
in mine eyes, ſo let my life be much ſet by in the eyes 
of the LoR D, and let him deliver me out of all tribula- 
tion. | ; | 
Then Saul faid to David, Bleſſed be thou, my fon 
David: thou ſhalt both do great things, and alſo 


ſhalt ſtill prevail. So David went on his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


When David undertook the dangerous enterprize of going 
into Saul's. camp with only one companion, it 1s ſuppoſed he 
was prompted to it by the Spirit of the LoRD, as in the caſe 
of his encounter with Goliath; and that he went in full con- 
fidence of Divine protection, and it appears, that Saul and 
His attendants were kept in profound ſlumber, by the imme— 
diate interpoſition of Gop, otherwiſe, as they were active 


warriors, ſome of them would have been on the _—_— 5 
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David had now a freſh temptation to deliver himſelf from 
Saul's perſecutions, but remained firm to his principles oi 
loyalty, and reſtrained the hand of Abiſhai, for he had more 
concern for his innocence, than his ſafety; and as he had ſo 
lately eſcaped the guilt he would have incurred, if he had 
put Nabal's family to death, he reſolved in the preſent in- 
ſtance, not to be his own avenger, but gladly embraced this 
new opportunity of evincing his integrity. It appears that 
Saul and his hoſt were ſoon awake after David retired from 
thence; and it is likely, they were convinced that the LoRn 
nad cloſed their eyes, and favoured David in performing 
that action, which placed him in ſo honourable a light; it 
v-as therefore in vain to oppoſe him; and convifttion of his 
good intentions ruſhed irreſiſtibly on the mind of Saul, with 
a conſciouſneſs of his own wickedneſs and folly ; he there- 
fore patiently liſtened to the remonſtrances of David, and 
owned himſelf quite overcome by his kindneſs; promiſing 
that he would no more do him harm. David had been too 
often deceived by Saul to truft to his fair profeſſions, which, 
though they might be well meant at that time, were not 
likely to be laſting; he therefore returned what he had ta- 
ken from him, and committed himſelf to the protection of 
Gon. | 

Saul's prediction of David's advancement is very remark- 
able, and ſhews that he did wwilfully oppole the Lord ; for 
he knew that David was appointed by Gop to ſucceed him, 


and yet he reſolved to cut him off. Had he acquieſced in 


the diſpenſation which his own impious behaviour occaſioned, 
he might have paſſed the remainder of his lite with much 
greater tranquillity. | | 
Of all the circumſtances of diſtreſs which David lamented, 
none was ſo ſevere to him as the being excluded from the 
congregation of Iſrael; for as he was driven amongſt ido- 
lators, he and his followers were continually expoſed to the 
temptation of worſhipping falſe gods; at leaſt, they were 
frequently 
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ſrequently eye-witneſſes of thoſe profane rites, which were 
abominations to the Lonp; and to behold divine honours 


paid to idols, muſt have given the utmoſt concern to thoſe 
who were zealous for the true religion. 


5 U P- PLE ME NCT; 


When Saul was departed, David began to concert mea- 
ſures for the future ſecurity of himſelf and his army; and, 
notwithſtanding the recent inſtances he had had of Gop's 
over-ruling providence, which preſerved lim from danger 
in the midſt of Saul's camp; fear operated fo violently on 
him, that, without enquiring the wz/ of the LoRD, he con- 
ſulted with his friends, in conſequence of their advice, re- 
folved to withdraw from the kingdom, and retire into the 
land of the Philiſtines ; by this ſtep he expoſed himſelf to a 
variety of temptations. 


— « 


It ſeems that ſome revolution had happened amongſt this i 
people, for formerly there were five ſovereign princes, and 
at this time Achiſh appears to have been king over all Philiſ- 
tia. This prince thought it would be greatly to his advan— 
tage to detach ſo valiant a general as David, and his brave 
troops from the intereſt of their own country, eſpecially, as 0 
the Philiſtines were then meditating an invaſion on the land (1 
of Iſrael, ſuppoſing that he ſhould by this mean confirm an 

irreconcileable hatred between David and Saul and their ad- 
herents; ſo that in all probability, Achiſh did not act in this 

matter from motives of real kindneſs, but policy : however, 

he was, notwithſtanding, intitled to David's aſſiſtance on all 4 

lawful occaſions, as he treated him and his followers with ml 

great reſpect, and at David's requeſt, gave him a city to 

dwell in. Whilſt heabode there, he made ſome attacks upon | 
the nations who were devoted by Go to be deſtroyed by the 

| Iſraelites, 
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Iſraelites, particularly the Gazarites and Geſhurites, who 
were branches of the Amalekites; it was therefore David's 
duty to deſtroy them, as the Lo RD had ſaid, He would have 
war with Amalek from generation to generation; ſo that David, 
as captain of the LoRD's inberitance, was juſtified in putting 
them all to the ſword. David concealed what he had done, 
leſt Achiſh ſhould ſſp ect that he would proceed to hoſtilities 
againſt his people and their allies, which might occaſion his 
being expelicd from thoſe coaſts; and with an equivocation 
ill becoming his character, told the king of Gath, that he 
had fought againſt ſome of the inhabitants of Judah; which 
induced Achiſh to place entire conndence in him, from a per- 
ſuaſion that he was firmly atiached to his intereſt; and know- 
ing David's great valour, he rejoiced in ſuch an ally. Now 
vas David called to a ſevere trial, for a war broke out with 
Iſrael, and Achiſh (depending on his animoſity to Saul, and 
thoſe who had joined with him to drive David from his native 
country) propoſed that he ſhould take the command of thoſe 
guards which attended his royal perſon; to this propofal* 
David replied, ſurely thou ſhalt know what thy ſervant can do. 

We mult not think fo hardly of David, as to ſuppoſe that 
he really intended to fight againſt his own people, but that he 
went with Achiſh in hopes that ſome opportunity might ofter 
of preventing an engagement; or in caſe it was not to be 
avoided, that he night at leaſt ſheve his oratitude to this mo- 
narch, by giving him protection, and ſaving the lives of ſome 
cf his people. Happy for David, the Philiſtines were jealous 
cf him, and inſiſted that Achiſh ſhould ſend him back to 
Ziklag. | . | | 

All things are known before hand to the SUPREME BEING, 
and therefore he might permet David to take this ſtep, in or- 
der that he ſhould learn, what perplexities are the conſe— 
quences of miſtruſting Gov, and placing too great reliance 


* See Chandler's Life of David. 


on 
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on human councils. Though David conſented to attend 
Achiſh, we may ſuppoſe that he gladly returned to Ziklag, 
tor he muſt have been greatly diſtreſſed to know how to pro- 
ceed, The King diſmiſſed him with the higheſt encomiums 
on his merit, which proves, that David had hitherto con- 
ducted himſelf honourably. During his ſhort ablence, a 
dreadful event happened: for ſome of the Amalekites thut 
remained, invaded and ſet fire to the city, and carried all 
the inhabitants, which conſiſted chiefly of women and chil- 
dren, into captivity. | 

This was a moſt afflicting ſtroke to David, and was par: 
haps intended to puniſh him for expoſing hinelf to the ne— 
ceility of appearing willing to engage in a bad cauſe; tor 
had he and his followers gone with Achiſh to the camp, their 


families and all their property would have been inevitalh]\ 
loſt. David's ſoldiers were ſo enraged, that they were going 
to ſtone him; but he implored the alſiſtance of the Lorp, 
and calling to Abiathar to fetch the ephod, had the happi- 
neſs of receiving command to purſue the Amalekites, with 
promiſe of victory. David, therefore, with his army, ſet 
out on the purſuit, and found the enzmy revelling and feait- 
ing in their camp; ſo David ſmote them, and gained a com- 
pleat conqueſt, reſtored the captives to liberty, and tecover— 
ing all their goods, with the addition of much ſpoil, part of 
which conſiſted of a great number of flocks. and herds theſe 
the army gratefully allotted to David for his own ſhare, 
Two hundred ſoldiers had been obliged to ſtop by the way, 
for they were ſo overcome with faintneſs and fatigue, that 
they had not power to proceed; thoſe who had taken an active 
part in the battle, refuſed to grant thei any ſhare of the prey; 
but David, agreeably to the rules of juſtice, inſiſted that they 
ſhould have their ſhare, as they were willing to have gone, 


though not able, and had been uſeful in guarding the bag- ] 
gage. | 
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When David came back to Ziklag, he diſpoſed of his own 
portion, by ſending preſents to all thoſe from whom he ha 
formerly received favours, whilſt he was driven from place 


to place; which proves that he had a very munificent 
mind, 
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SAUL CONSULTETH A WITCH AT ENDOR— 
SAMUEL APPEARETH TO HIM. 


OW Samuel was dead, and all Iſrael had la- 
mented him, and buried him in Ramah, even 

in his own city: and Saul had put away thoſe that had 

familiar ſpirits, and the wizards, out of the land. 

And the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together, 

and came and pitched in Shunem : and Saul gathered 

all Iſrael together, and they pitched in Gilboa, 

And when Saul ſaw the hoſt of the Philiſtines, he 
was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. 

And when Saul enquired of the LorD, the LoRD 
anſwered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets. | 

Then ſaid Saul unto his ſervants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar ſpirit, that I may go to her, and en- 
quire of her. And his ſervants ſaid to him, Behold, 
there is a woman that hath a familiar ſpirit at Endor. 

And Saul diſguiſed himſelf, and put on other rai- 
ment, and he went, and two men with him, and they 
came to the woman by night. And he faid, I pray 
| thee . 


THE WITCH OF END OR. * 


thee, divine unto me by the familiar ſpirit, and 
bring me him up whom I ſhall name unto thee. 

And the woman faid unto him, Behold, thou 
knoweſt what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off 
thoſe that have familiar ſpirits, and the wizards, out 
of the land: wheretore then layeſt thou a ſnare for my 
life, to cauſe me to die? And Saul ſware to her by 
tlie Lond ſaying, As the Lorp liveth, there ſhall no 
puniſhment happen to thee for this thing, 

Then faid the woman, Whom fall I bring up 


LL 


unto thee? and he ſaid, Bring me up Samuel., 
And when the woman ſaw Sannel, fe cried With 


Ji ty 


- a loud voice: and the woman ſpeak to Saul, ſaying, 


Why haſt thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 


And the king fail unto lier, Be not afraid: for 
what ſaweſt thou? and the woman faid unto Saul, 1 


ſaw gods aſcending out of tho earth 
And he faid unto TY What form is he of; 


er, Fa 
and ſhe faid, An old man cometh up; md he is 
covered wi ich a mantle. And Saul perceived that it 


was Samuel, and ne ſtooped with his face to the 
ground, and bowed himiſelf. | 

And Samuel ſaid to Saul, Why haft tou difquicted 
me, to bring me up? and Saul anfirered, J am fore 
diſtreſſed: for the Philiſtines make war againſt me, and 
God is departed from me, and anſwereth me nomore, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have 
called thee, that thou mayeſt make known unto me 
what I ſhall do. 


1 | Then 
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Then ſaid Samuel, Wherefore then doſt thou aſk of 
me, ſeeing the Lorp is departed from thee, and is 
become-thine enemy? And the Lokp hath done to 
lim, as he ſpake by me: for the Lory hath rent the 
kingdom out of thine hand, and given it tothy neigli- 
bour, even to David. 

Becauſe thou obeyedſt not the voice of the Loxp, 
nor executedſt his fierce wrath upon Amalek, there- 
fore hath the Lox p done this thing unto thee this day. 

Morcover, the LorD will alſo deliver Iſrael with 
thee into the hand of the Philiſtines: and to-morrow 
ſhalt thou and thy ſons be with me: the Lon p alto 
ſhall deliver the hoſt of Iſrael into the hand of the Phi- 
liſtines. 5 | 

Then Saul fell ſtraightway all along on the earth, 
and was ſore afraid becauſe of the words of Samuel: 
and there was no ſtrength in him; for he had eaten no 
bread all the day nor all the night. 

And the woman came unto Saul, and ſaw that he 
was ſore troubled, and ſaid unto him, Behold, thine 
handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my 
life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
which thou ſpakeſt unto me. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou allo unto 
the voice of thine handmaid, and let me ſet a morſel 
of bread before thee; and eat, that thou mayeſt have 
ſtrength, when thou goeſt on thy way. _ 

But he refuſed and ſaid, I will not eat. But his 
ſervants, together with the woman, compelled him ; 
and he hearkened unto their voice. So he aroſe from 
the earth, and ſat upon the bed. ; {nd 
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And the woman had a fat calf in the houſe, and ſhe 
haſted, and killed it, and took flour, and kneaded it, 
and did bake unleavened bread thereof. | 

And ſhe brought it before Saul, and before his ſer- 
vants; and they did eat. Then they roſe up, and 
went away that night. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The terror which Saul ſuffered at the fight of the Philiſtine 
army was very natural to a guilty mind: had he kept to his 
duty, he would have had no cauſe to tremble, for in that 
caſe he might, with the utmoſt confidence, have enquired 
the will of the Lond. © But how“ could he who had mur- 
dered the prieſts, conſult the holy oracle? And after having 
ſighted the admonitions of Samuel, how could he expect to 
be anſwered by prophets: neither could he hope for direction 
by a dream from Gop, for he had forteited all the aids of 
the holy Spirit.” He had alſo by his crue! perſecutions driven 
David away, and many brave oflicers, the flower of Saul's 
army had with him joined the enemy, fo that lis fituation 
was truly deplorable; but he was the author of his own 
wretchedneſs, and ought therefore to have humbled limſelf, 
and implored the mercy of Go; inſtead of doing fo, he had 
recourſe to an expedient which he could not be ignorant Was 
an unlawful one; for he had in the. beginning of his reign, 
from a full conviction that diabolical arts were abominable to 
the Lox, deſtroyed all thoſe who were known to practiſe 
them, 

Saul had lived in a continued courſe of preſumptuous in; 
he deſerved to be rejected of Gop, who had ſhewn ſo much 
forbearance towards him. His diſobedienc2 in reſpect to 

* Henry's Annotations. | 
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Agag and the Amalekites, made him nſit to be any longer 
-aptain of the LoRD's inheritance; and therefore David had 
been anointed in his ſtead, and the promiſe of the kingdom 
was at the ſame time given him, for the LoxD knew that 
Saul would not repent: but David was not permitted to 
dethrene Saul, who might have enjoyed a peaceable reign by 
his aſſiſtance, had he humbly ſub mitted to the juſt puniſh- 
ment that was inflicted on him (as Moſes did to his diſappoint- 
ment in reſpect to the land of Canaan, and Eli to the pre- 
| *erence given to Samuel.) But when Saul learnt that another 
was preferred before lim, and perceived that the Spirit of 
the Lord was on David, from which he concluded him to 
be the man, he reſolved to oppoſe the purpoſes of Gop, by 
putting David to death. His cruel deſigns proved ineffec- 
tual, and finding himſelf and kingdom in the moſt imminent 
danger, his ſpirits ſunk to the depth of deſpair; he was ſoli- 
citous to know what would really be the event of the battle, 
therefore made uſe of the uſual ceremonies for learning the 
4 will of the LokD; but as his heart was not right towards. 
| God, they were to no purpoſe. He now lamented the loſs 
of Samuel, and formed a deſperate reſolution of trying whe- 
ther he could bring him from tlie dead by magic ſpells; for 
this purpoſe he went in the night to the witch of Endor. 
Witches, wizards, ſorcerers, &c. ſo frequently mentioned 
in ſcripture, were perſons who pretended to hold intercourſe 
with ſpirits, and by their means to forete! fature events: it 
is ſuppoſed that they made uſe of a number of ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies, in order to engage the aſſiſtance of eil beings in 
miſchievous practices, and the diſcovery of hidden things, 
Superſtition is very credulous; and therefore, people, who had 
more curioſity than religion, were led to ſuppoſe, from the 
| ftrange words theſe perſons uttered, that they were really poſ- 
ſo Ned of ſupernatural knowledge, and could converſe with 
ſouls ina ſtate of ſeparation from the body; but we muſt not 
believe that evil ſpirits can reveal, or any hn being poſlibly 
diſcovery 
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diſcover, what it pleaſes Gop to conceal; that any arts can 
prevail to bring ſpirits into this world; or that departed ſouls 
can aſſume bodies when they pleaſe, and become viſible to 
mortal ſiglit: for they are no more able to come to us, than 
ve to go to them, The CREATOR of all things certainly 
could clothe the ſoul of Samuel with a e form, in order 
that he might repeat and confirm the ſentence he had formerly 
been commanded to denounce againſt Saul, and to aſſure him 
that it was going to be put immediately in execution; but 
authors“ who have carefully conſidered the ſubje ſay, that 
the relation we have of this event, will not admit of ſuch a 
conſtruction, It is their opinion, that the woman knew Saul 
(which ſhe might well do if the had never ſcen him before, 
for he was the talleſt inan in tlie kingdom) and that ſhes had 
acquired a power of ſpeaking with tuo woaices, by which ſhe 
deceived the King into a belief, that he actually heard the 
prophet. The anſwer which Saul made when ſhe demanded 
in Samuel's name ⁊ehy he had brought him 1? And the know 


ledge-ſhe had in common with tie reſt of the Iſravlites, that 


Saul was rejected and David preferred, enabled her to mate 
a reply wlich agreed with Gop's ſentence forinerly delivered 
by the prophet, and ſhe might catily conjecture that Saul and 
his ſons would fall in battle: or we may ſuppoſe, with ſome 
degree of probability, that this ſorcereſs might be commandect 
to utter theſe words, as Bahaam waz to propheſy in favour of 
Iſrael. However, as we cannct come to a certainty about it, 
let us read the ſtory with humility of mind, and reſt affured, 


that whether Samuel appeared or no, the whole tranſastion 


was ordered by Divixz PROVIDER CE, to awaken Saul to a 
ſenſe of his ſin, that he might ſpend the laſt hours of his life 
in repentance; but though we read, that when he found there 
was no hopes of ſucceſs remaining, he threw himſelf on the 


* Chandler's Life of David, and Dr. Sharpe's Introduction to Uni- 
verſal Hiſtory. | | 
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ground in agonies of diſtreſs; we do not find, that he ex- 
preſſed either ſorrow or contrition for the crimes that had 
reduced him to this miſerable ſtate, he certainly thought that 
Samuel had fpoken to him, and therefore we are taught by 
his example, that if ſinners are not to be reformed by the re- 
wveated wit! of GOD declared by Moſes and the prophets, nei— 
ther will they be converted if one comes to them from the dead. 

I hope no one will be led from this account of Samuel tv 
be fearful ot ghoſts, as no ſpirit can appear but by the miracu- 
lous power of Gop, which the preſent ſtate of religion does 
not require to be exerted; for this reaſon, we may be ſure, 
that all the fooliſh ſtories of apparitions, that are told by ſu- 
perſtitious people, have no foundation in truth, but are the 
product of a weak imagination; let us therefore “ never“ 
give way to gloomy preſages and terrors of mind, nor indulge 
a deſire to pry into futurity ; but fortify our ſouls againſt 
them, by ſecuring the friendſhip and protection of that Being, 
„ho diſpoſes of events and governs futurity, When we lie 
down to ſleep, let us recommend ourſelves to His care: when 
we awake, let us give ourſelves up to His direction. Amiqdſt 
all the evils that threaten us, let us look up to Him for help, 
and doubt not but He will either avert them, or turn them 
to our advantage, Though we know neither the time nor 
manner of our death, nor what will befal us in this life, let 
us not be ſolicitous about it; becauſe we may be ſure, that 
Gon knows all, for He views the ge of our exiftence, nat 
only what is paſſed, but what ig to ci, ant will not fe'lto 
corafort and ſupport us on all occaſions.” 


* SpeQator, vol. 1. No. 7 
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Trne BATTLE OF Girtroa — Tir DEaru or 
SAUL AND JONATHAN, 


OW the Philiſtines fought againſt Ifrael; and 
the men of Iſrael fled from before the Philiſ- 
tines, and fell down flain in mount Gilhoa. 


And the Philiftines followed hard after Saul, and 
after his ſons; and the Philiſtines ſieve Jonathan, and 
Abinadab, and Malchithua the ſons of Saul. 

And the battle went ſore againſt Saul, and the 
archers hit him, and he was fore viounded of the 
archers. 

T hen ſaid Saul to his armour-bearer, Draw thy 
{word, and thruſt me through therewith ; leſt theſe 
uncircumciſed come, and abuſe me. But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he was ſore afraid. S0 Saul 
took a [word, ard {ci} upon it: and when his armour- 
bearer ſaw that Saul was dead, he fell likewiſe on the 
ſword, and died. 

So Saul died, and his three ſons, and all his houſe 
died together. | 

And when all the men of Ifrael that were in the 
valley fav that they fled, and that Saul and his ſons 
vere dead, then they forſook their cities, and fed; 
and the Fhilittnes came and dwelt in them. 
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And it came to paſs on the morrow, when the 
_ Philiſtines came to ſtrip the lain, that they found 
Saul and his ſons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

And when they had ſtripped him, they took his 
head, and his armour, and ſent into the Jand of the 
Fhiliſtines round about, to carry tidings unto their 
idols, and to the people. 

And they put his armour in the houſe of their 
gods, and faſtened his head in the temple of Dagon. 

And when all Jabeſh-gilead heard all that the Phi- 
liſtines had done to Saul, they aroſe, all the valiant 
men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies 
of his ſons, and brought them to Jabeſh, and buried 
- their bones under the oak in Jabeſh, and faſted ſeven. 
days. 

So Saul died for his tranſgreſſion which he com- 
mitted againſt the Logp, even againſt the word of 
the Loxp which he kept not, and alſo for afking 
counſel of one that had a familiar ſpirit, to enquire of 
"Et | 
And enquired not of the Lord: therefore He flew. 
bim, and turned the. kingdom unto David the fon of 


ſeſſe. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS.” 


It ſeems“ probable, that Saul was attacked in his camp 
toon aſter he returned from Endor; and that the Philiſtines 
might be encouraged to this attempt by ſome ſecret informa- 
tion of Saul's, having ſtolen out the evening before; for had 


* Delany's Life of King David. 


he 
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he attacked the Philiſtines, the battle would have been fought 
at Shunem, where Wo were encamped. 

The practice of fighting with bows and arrows was not at 
that time in general uſe, and thoſe amongſt the Ifraelues, 
who were expert at it, Fad reforted to David: ſo that the Phi- 
liſtines, who had brought archers with them, had great ad- 
vantage over the Iſraclites, becauſe they were not prez ard 
for this way of fighting, and being taken by ſurprize, their 
camp muſt have been in great confuſion. Saul's ſons were 
very valiant, and without doubt uſed their utmoſt efforts to 
repel the enemy, but were ſoon overpowered; and per— 
ceiving that their father fled, might think it vain to make 
farther reſiſtance; however, they died, as many heroes have 
done, by the hand of their foes, and brought no imputation 
on their courage; but Saul, in his laſt act, ſhewed that cow- 
ardice, which generally accompanies a guilty conſcience; for 
finding that Ins ſons were dead, that the Philiſtines were in 
hot purſuit, and that he could no way eſcape, he reſolved 
not to fall alle into their hands: this cheumſtance 
ſtews, that he had not a religious mind; otherwiſe, let his 
diſtreſs have been ever ſo great, he would not have incurred 
the guilt of fel/-murder, Sail flew himſelf to avoid being 
abuſed by the Philiftines, but could not preſerve his corpſe 
from the indicnities they offered to it. The men of Jabeſh- 
Gilead gratefully remembered the ſervices he had performed 
tor them againſt Nabaſh*, which made them hazard their 
lives to recover the bodies of him and his ſons; to which 
they paid all the honour they could, by burning ſpices over 
them, and faſting ſeven days till evening; this was a ſhort 
mourning, and there does not appear to have been a general 
lamentation; perhaps, the Siſtarba nce of the times would not 
admit of it. | | 

It+ this attack of the Philiſtines was encouraged by the in- 
telligence of Saul's having ſtolen out of the camp, then his 

See Section 61. + Delany's Life of King David, 
T6 applying 
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applying to the witch of Endor, was the immediate cauſe of 
his deſtruction, and he died for his tranſgreſſion, which hc 
committed againfl the LoRD, even the word of the LoRD, 


aohich he kept not; and alſo for aſting one wha had a familiar 
ſpirit to enquire, 


.. E. 


AN AMALEKITE BRINGETH THE NEWS OF THE 
DEATH OF SAUL AND JoXATHAN To David 
David's LAMENTATION. | 


Ne it came to paſs after the death of Saul, 
when David was returned from the ſlaughter 
of the Amalekites, and David had abode two days in 
Ziklag: it came even to paſs on the third day, that 
behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul, with 
his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and ſo it 
was, When he came to David, that he fell to the carth, 
and did obeiſance. | 

And David ſaid unto him, From whence comeſt 
thou? And he ſaid unto him, Out of the camp of 
Iſrael am I eſcaped. 

And David ſaid unto him, How went the matter? 
1 pray thee, tell me. And he anſwered, That the 
people are fled from the battle, and many of the peo- 
ple allo are fallen and dead, and Saul and Jonathan his 
{on are dead alſo. | 

And David faid unto the young man that told him, 
How knoweſt thou that Saul and Jonathan his ſon be 

dead ? 
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dead? and the young man that told him, ſaid, As ! 
happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, 
Saul leaned upon his ſpear: and lo the chariots and 
horſemen followed hard after him. 

And when he looked behind him, he faw me, and 
called unto me: and 1 aniwered, Here am J. 

And he ſaid unto me, Who art thou? And I an- 
ſwered him, 1 am an Amalckite. 

He ſaid unto me again, Stand I pray thee, upon 
me, and ſlay me: for anguiſh is come upon me, be- 
cauſe my life is yet whole in me. 

So J ſtood upon lum, and flew him, becauſe I was 
ſure that he could not live after that he was fallen: 
and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the 
bracelet tha: was on his arm, and have brought them 
hither unto my lord, 

Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent 

them, and likewiſe all the men that were with lum. 
And they mourned and wept, and faſted until even, 
for Saul and for Jonathan his ſon, and for the people 
of the Loxp, and for the houſe of Iſrael, becauſe they 
were fallen by the ſword. | | 

And David faid unto the young man that told him, 
Whence art thou? And he anſwered, I am the ſon of 
a ſtranger, an Amalckite. 15 

And David ſaid unto him, How waſt thou not 
afraid to ſtretch forth thine hand, to deſtroy the 
Lonp's anointed? and David called one of the young 
men, and ſaid, Go near and fall upon him. And he 


ſmote him that he died. ä 
And 
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And David ſaid unto him, Thy blood be upon thy 
head: for thy mouth hath teſtified agai iſt thee, ſay- 
ing, I have ſlain the Lozy's anointed. 

And David lamented with this lamentation over 
Saul, and over Jonathan his ſon. 

The beauty of Iſrael is ſlain upon the high places: 
how are the mighty fallen! tell it not in Gath, pub- 
liſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon: leſt the daughters 
of the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the daughters of the un. 
circumciſed triumph. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, nei- 
ther let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings: 
for there the ſhield of the mighty is vilely caſt away, 
the ſhield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed 
with oil. 

From the blood of the ſlain, from the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and 
the ſword of Saul returned not empty. 

Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleaſant i in their 
lives, and in their death they were not divided: they 
were ſwifter chan eagles, they were ſtronger than 
lions. 

Ve daughters of Ifrael weep over Saul, who cloath- 
ed you in ſcarlet, with other delights, who put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

How are the mighty fallen in the midſt of the bat- 
tle! O Jonathan, thou waſt ſlain in thine high 
places. 


I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother 1 E: 
very 
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very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me: thy love to 
me was wondertul, paſling the love of women. 

How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of 
war periſhed | 

And David commanded that the chiicren of Ju- 
dah thould be taught to ule the bow. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


David was ſurprized at the fight of the man who appeared 
before him as the meſſenger of evil tidings, and eagerly en- 
quired from whence he came. It is likely that David had 
already heard the event of the battle, but might not have 
received a certain account of the manner of Saul's and Jo- 
nathan's death; the tale which he now heard, ſeems to have 
been invented with a view of obtaining a reward from Da- 
vid; for the Scripture ſays, that Saul was dead before his 
armour- bearer killed himtelf. So far was David from re- 
joicing, that he expreſſed the utmoſt afliction, and ſhewed a 
noble reſentment againſt the perion who boaſted of having 
flain the Lo Rp's anointed, This man owned himſelf to be 
an Amalekite, and therefore David was fully juſtified in 
commanding him to be put to death; and gave a convincing 
proof, that he was zealous for public juſtice, in preference 
to private intereſt. by 

When the firſt violent emotions of grief for the diſgraceful - 
death of the king of Iſrael, and the loſs of his beloved friend 
Jonathan were a little abated, David compoſed that beau- 
tikul elegy, which makes a part of this ſection ; it is pathetic 
and affecting in the higheſt degree. David's * ſorrow for 
Saul's unhappy fate, made him forget his cruelty and injuſ- 
tice towards him, and he conſidered him as a brave man, 
a valiant leader, a magnificent prince of Gop's own ap- 


* Delany's Life of David, a 
| pointment 
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pointment, and the father of Jonathan, nearly allied alſo to 
himſelf by marriage.” 

David's behaviour in this inſtance, is an excellent leſſon, 
teaching us to avoid perſonal reflections on thoſe that have 
injured us, as it is poſlible they may have done many praiſe- 
worthy actions; and it is ungenerous to ſpeak ill of the dead, 
becauſe they cannot vindicate their own characters. | 

From the expreſſion that Saul and Fonathan were lowely 
in their lives, and in their deaths they avere not divided, we 
may infer, that though Jonathan, on ſome. particular occa- 
ſons, felt the effects of Saul's ungovernable temper, there 
was in general great harmony between them. 

How tender is David's lamentation for this dear friend: 
He had reaſon to ſay, that Jonathan's love to him was en- 
derful; for ſurely never was there ſuch an inſtance of diſin- 
tcreſted friendſhip! 

It is painful to read of the death of this amiable man. 
Why it pleaſed God to ſufter him to be cut off, we are 
not told, and therefore it is not right to indulge our- 
ſelves in- fruitleſs enquiries. We ſhould in ſuch caſes, al- 
ways call to mind, that in the preſent world we muſt not ex- 
pet to ſee crimes or virtues fully recompenſed; for here the 
wicked frequently proſper, while good perſons endure the ex- 
tremeſt afflition: but we may aſſure ourſelves, that in a fi- 
ture ſtate, every one will receive the juſt reward of his ac- 
tions; and there might David hope to meet again, the dear 
friend whom the fate of war had ſeparated from him. 

J muſt not omit to mention, that the friendſhip of Achiſh 
towards David ſeems to have continued; otherwiſe we may 
ſuppoſe, that he would have endeavoured to improve the 
victory he had gained over Saul, to effect the entire over- 
throw of Iſrael. | 
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DAVID GoETH To HEBRON—IS MADE KING Or 
Turan—lIsH-BosHETH MADE King oF Ts- 
RAEL. 


OW there came to David at Ziklag whilſt he 
kept himſelf cloſe becauſe of Saul the fon of 
Niſh, mighty men, helpers of the war. 

They were armed with bows, and could uſe both 
the richt hand and the left in hurling ſtones, and 
ſhooting arrows out of a bow, and they were even of 
Saul's brethren of Benjamin. 

And of the Gadites there ſeparated themſelves unto 
David, into the hold to the wilderneſs, men of might, 
and men of war fit for the battle, that could handle 
ſhield and buckler, whoſe faces were like the faces of 
lions, and were as ſwift as the roes upon the moun- 
tains. : : 

And there fell ſome of Manaſſeh to David (when 
he came with the Philiſtines againſt Saul to battle, but 
they helped them not, for the lords of the Philiſtines, 
upon adviſement, ſent him away, ſaying, He will fall 
to his maſter Saul, to the jeopardy. of our heads) And 
they helped David againſt the band of the rovers: for 
they were all mighty men of valour, and were captains 
in the hoſt, | NS 

At that time day by day, there came to David 
to help him, until it was a great hoſt, like the hoſt of 
Gor. | 5 

And 
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And it came to paſs after this, that David enquired 
of the LorD, ſaying, Shall I go up, unto any of the 
cities of Judah? And the Lord ſaid unto him, Go 
up. And David faid, Whither ſhall I go up? And 
he faid, unto Hebron. 

So David went up thither, and his two wives alſo, 
Ahinoam the Jezreeliteſs, and Abigail Nabal's wife 
the Carmeliteſs. 

And his men that were with him did David bring 


up, every man with his houſhold: and they dwelt in 
the cities of Hebron. 


And the men of Judah came, and there they 
anointed David king over the houſe of Judah: and 
they told David, ſaying, That the men of Jabeſn-gi- 
lead were they that buried Saul. 

And David ſent meſſengers unto the men of Jabeſſi- 


gilead, and ſaid unto them, Bleſſed be ye of the Lon», 


that have ſhewed this kindneſs unto your lord, even 


unto Saul, and have buried him. 


And now the Loxrp ſhew kindneſs and truth unto 


you: and] alſo will requite you this kindneſs, becauſe 


ye have done this thing. 

Therefore now let your hands be ſtrengthened, and 
be ye valiant: for your maſter Saul is dead, and allo 
the houſe of Judah have anointed me king over them. 

But Abner the ſon of Ner, captain of Saul's hoſt, _ 
took Iſh-boſheth the ſon of Saul, and brought him 
over to Mahanaim. And he made him king over all 
Iſrael, but the houſe of Judah followed David. | 

And 


... —-„— — — 


ABNER PURSUED BY ASAHEL. 427 


And Abner the ſon of Ner, and the ſervants of Iſh- 
boſheth the fon of Saul, went out from Mahanaim, to 
Gibeon. 

And ſoab the ſon of Zeruiah, and the ſervants of 
David went out, and met together by the pool of 
Gibeon: and they ſat down, the one on the one ſide 
of the pool, and the other on the other ſide of the pool. 

And Abner faid to Joab, Let the young men now 
ariſe, and play before us. And Joab ſaid, Let them 
ariſe. 

Then there aroſe and went over by number twelve 
of Benjamin, which pertained to Iſh- hoſheth the fon 
of Saul, and twelve of the ſervants of David, 

And they caught every one his fellow by the head, 
and thruſt his ſword in his fellow's ſide; ſo they fell 
down together: Wherefore that place was called Hel- 
kath-hazzurim, which is in Gibeon. 

And there was a very ſore battle that day: and 
Abner was beaten, and the men of Ifrael, before the 
ſervants of David. 

And there were three ſons of Zeruiah there, Joab, 
and Abiſhai, and Aſahel: and Aſahel was as light of 
foot as a wild roe. 

And Aſahel purſued after Abner, and in going he 
turned not to the right hand, nor to the left, from 
following Abner, 

Then Abner looked behind him, and ſaid, Art 
| thou Afahel? And he anſwered, I am. 


And 
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And Abner ſaid to him, Turn thee aſide to thy 
right hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on one of 
the young men, and take thee his armour. But 
Aſahel would not turn aſide from following of him. 

And Abner faid again to Aſahel, Furn thee aſide 
from following me: wherefore ſhould J ſmite thee to 
the ground? how then ſhould I hold up my face to 
Joab thy brother? 

Howbeit he refuſed to turn aſide: wherefore Abner 
with the hinder end of the ſpear ſmote him under 
the fifth rib, that the ſpear came out behind him: 
and he fell down there, and died in the fame place 
and it came to paſs, that as many as came to til. 
place where Aſahel fell down and died, ftood ſtill. 

joab alſo and Abiſhai purſued after Abner: and the 
ſun went down when they were come to the hill of 
Ammah, that lieth before Giah, by the way ot f the 
wilderneſs of Gibion. 

And the children of Benjamin gathered themſeltes 
together after Abner, and became one troop, and 
ſtood on the top of an hill. 

Then Abner called to Joab, and ſaid, Shall the 
ſword devour for ever? knoweſt thou not that it will 
be bitterneſs in the latter end? how long ſhall it be 
then ere thou bid the people return from following 
their brethren? 

And Joab ſaid, As Gop liveth, unleſs thou hadit 
ſoken, ſurely then in the morning the people had. 
gone up every one from following his brother, 
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50 Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people ſtood 

full, and purſued after Iſrael no more, neither fought 
they any more. 

And Abner and his men walked all that night 

through the plain, and paſſed over Jordan, and went 


through all Bithron, and they came to Mahanaim. 


And Joab returned from following Abner: and 
when he had gathered all the people together, there 
lacked of David's ſervants nineteen men, and Aſahel. 

But the ſervants of David had ſmitten of Benjamin 
and of Abner's men, ſo that three hundred and three- 
ſcore men died. | 

And they took up Afahel, and buried him in the 
ſepulchre of his father, which was in Bethlehem: 
and Joab and his men went all night, and they came 
to Hebron at the break of the day. 


ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS, 


David had a noble army under his command, yet he did 
not offer to poſſeſs himſelf of the throne, but enquired the will 
of the LoRD. Hebron was ſituated in the midſt of the tribe 
of Judah, on the top of a ridge of high moutains. It was 
one of the moſt ancient cities in the world, originally called 
K irjath- Arba, the birth-place of Arba the ſon of Anak, 
from whom the gigantic race called Anakims deſcended : it 
had likewiſe been the reſidence of Abraham : it is now in 
the poſſeſſion of the Turks, but in a very ruinated ſtate. 
Hebron was a very fruitful ſpot, and had been given to Ca- 
leb as a reward for his fidelity to Gop, and he afligned it 
to the Levites. Here David and his army could ſubſiſt with 
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great conveniency, and it was peculiarly fitted for his recep 

tion, being the metropolis of his tribe, and the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe prieſtly families who eſpouſed his intereſt, whoſe deter- 
mination in his favour would have influence on the whole 
tribe. David's having been anointed by Samuel, was by 
this time generally known; Jacob and Moſes had predicted 
the eſtabliſhment of the ſovereignty in the tribe of Ju DAH; 
ſo that acting agreeably to Divine appointment, the men of 
Judah were fully juſtißed in electing David their king; and 


ſeparating themielves from thoſe tribes, who oppoſed rhe 


Lord's will, by ſetting up one of SauPs rejected family. 
David took the earlieſt opportunity of ſhewing, by his 
kindneſs to the men of Jabeſh Gilead, that he did not aim at 
the crown from a principle of ambition or enmity to Saul, 
Abner was Sauls uncle, and being a perſon of great ſpi- 
rit, would not readily ſubmit to let the ſovereignty be loſt 
from his family ; neither was he willing to reſign the com- 
mand of the army: and having taken an active part with 
Saul, might likewiſe be fearful of David's reſentment. | 
Mahanaim, the place where Iſh-boſheth made his firſt 
claim, was on the erher fide Jordan, where it was ſuppoſed 
David had the leaft influence, Abner carried him about 
through the camp, and gained the tribes gradually to his 
intereſt, Gibeon had formerly been the metropolis of the 
Gibeonites, and after Joſhua's league with him, a Levitical 
city. It is ſuppoſed that Saul had diſpoſſeſſed the Levites 


and Gibeonites by violence, and placed ſome of his own tribe 


in their ſtead. At Gibeon, it is probable, that Iſh-boſheth 
reſided during the two firſt years of his reign, for ſo long 
David ſeems to have remained quiet; each in the mean time 


ſtrengthening his own intereſt as much as poſlible. 

Hitherto David ſeems carefully to have avoided all acts 
of hoſtility, and determined not to begin them, waiting pa- 
tiently for the Divine diſpoſal in his favour: but when he 

| | | found 
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found that Abner had drawn together a number of men at 
Gibeon, he thought it adviſeable to ſend Joab with ſome 


forces to obſerve them. 


One would expect, from Abner's expreſſion, let the young 
men ariſe and play before us, to hear of a combat, merely to 
ſhew how ſkilful they were in the ſcience of defence; but it 
was a challenge, meant to prove who were the beſt warriors, 
and molt deſerving of giving a PRINCE ro ISRAEL. | 

Aſahel unfortunately ſingled out Abner, and purſued him 
perſonally; but his ambition to take his ſpoils proved fatal to 
himſelf. Abner ſeems to have had ſome view to a recon- 
ciliation with David, by his N to kill the bro- 


ther of Joab. 


It is moſt likely, that Joab .and Abiſhai knew not of the 
death of Aſahel when they parlyed with Abner, and agreed 
on a truce. 

How dreadful are the effects of civil diſſenſion, when 


friends and relations eſpouſing different parties, fall by the 
hands of each other! 
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